oot HMeae Uit bassesfpr 0 Madaliy V0T
4 gt sepvant . and so on L the stream
of nutlnugs swilled anto un unintelligible
battl . And out of tlns  concourse ot ao-
called fricnds, this turmoil of so-called  con
vernation, was thete one form amongst the
throng that could call the blood to her cheek,
tho hyght to her cye ? «One voice that fell
awectly on her ens, that woko an echo re
sponsve in her heart 7 Yes, on rotlection
thero was o1 e—nuy, thero went two or three

Lialf-n-de s 1 —a scare—but it seemed that,
of lute, hier charms hiad censed to work, her
glances to fnscinate. Ten compliments—
alie counted themn oy bier fingors—made the
aumn tutal of her triumphs Jast night.  Harry
81, Lager devoted himself to the bread-an
bultur’ixoydon. The handsope colonel had
drunk too freely of claret to bo availublo.
The marquis was wholly taken up with Mis.
trees Blasters ywho, and what she was, no-
body knew) ! ‘Two or threo snuflstaking ad-
wnirers sitoperod, but «lid not commit th wm-
solves.  Tho duke possed hor with a bow,

and 1t was 8 weary world:!

As sho came to tlns conolusion, a tap at
the dvor announced tho arrival of her wait-
z-maid with the daily dish of checolate.
Contrary to custom, that demuro person did
uat depart after she set it down.

* What is it, clnld 7 agked Lady Bellin-
gur, ot very good-liwmoredly, because of
her veflections. ** Speak up,.and.don‘t stantl
stuning there ns if you'd seen .a ghost.!”

* 1t's my lord,” auswored the waiting.
aad, tossiug her hiead, an imitation of bor
auwtress.  ** My lord bade ane ask yourlsdy-
alup of you wero up, and if you conld see
mun now directly, before lLie gets into his
conch.”

.My lord I'" yepeated bis wifo, in a .tone
of surprise, that sufliciently attosted tho in-
frequeney of such  visits, “ sliat .can iy
lord want with me at this carly hour ? How
am 1 loaking, cluld 2 Quick 1 Giveane thoso
dropsaff the chitnney-piece—a olenn cap, the
ane tnmpaned with pink, you foal!—Yut a
touch ¢f colur in my checks, I declare my
faco s like.death ! Draw that winduvw.our-
tamn.  Now.you may tell hita ke can .come
in.

Lord, Bellge ;fc: entered acesrdingly, dress-
.ed in great sglendor, with esme, hint. and
anufl-bex in hand. Thus cmosumbered, he
anade slnft, navertheless, to take the tips of
Jus wifo's fingvr s and carry theos £0 hio lips,
wquicng at tho samo timo how her ladyship
«lid, and wlhiether she hiad slept well

ker ladyship Lad not closed aa oyc, -of
«cupits-.  She wag foverish, poorly, aud fur
Srom steong ! ‘Chus establishing a position of
alefuence (rom the first.

¢ dougds ! madam,” cxclaimod ise, + s0
anuch tho better—youa will tho moro readily
Jiear whint I have to gay.”

Ay lurd, to dv bimn justice, was o good-
tewpered an  enougl:, but this morpiug
fouud lam, fur many reasons, in the worad

of hwpare.  §ast mght'e gathering to hiua,
uo Juss thante lus Indy, had been repleto
with disappaintment ang vexation. [like
apauy aglicrs, hie attended {lanclagh with a
vuriety ot wotives, among grhich, pleasure,
ovess tu Jia own senso of thederm, was per-
haps the least eogrossing, Iy the first p‘aco
ho dexired to show Litusclf beraro the world
accompnnied by ler ladyalip, scandal
having been busy with bothh thrir names
of latr, 12l ¢ the town ” telling aaeh other
agmficantly that ¢ there must saop he a
break apin that establishmont. My lady's
gomgs on madaw, I protest, are inexeysabl?,
and wy lod's cxtravagauee, I have it from
tho best anthonty, really heyoud belief I
Thierefor - hie thought well to appear in thia
yublie place prosperous, smiling, debonair,
wad on tho best of t~rms with his wife.
“hewr oxit, howover, liko their entrance,
Lad becn badly t med.

nor yent away together; “and his own{in theginss. She fel
ally, Harry St. Leger, who was also | annoyed.

‘\luuuc}‘
A prolersed admiver of Lady BeMinger,
thought webf to wlusper n Lis car, ** Look

ye. Fred, ¥ yever turn my back on a friend, ! such a thing.”

—the rounded arm, winte and  beautiful.
For tho hundredth time Lord Bellenger be-
lioved that for the first time he was in love.
Still shu spoke not, and the moments were
precions.  Her cavalier would return surely
return without delay.

# QOnly tell me. T implore you,” coutinued
his lordship, * when wo shall moet ngain—
where can I see you? Where can I write
to you? In what way can I prove how nr
dently I long to cast myself at your feect—to
sorve you ns thie humblest of your slaves ?”
1o spoke in an agitated whisper ; not
without 1ts effeot~—a softer expression shono
in her oyes, and sholowered her fau to reply.
Alas, for the disillusion 1 instantancous as it
was completo !

‘The beautiful face might only bo beuutiful
winle the lips were-closed ; when thoy part-
cd for specch thoy discovored black and un-
sightly teeth, scparatod by gaps and cavitics
neithor fow nor far betwesn.

Quick as Lord Bellinger had been to falt
iu love, e was yot quicker to tall out. Ere
8 word could cscapethe lady, bis cure had
been effeeted, and  with o doxterity that
nothing but long practice conld have insured,
he eflected his votreat ufter o profound bow,
a devoted glance, and a deep sigh.

** Youare watched,” he whispered, ¢ so I
will take any leave. Do not forget me.
Soon we sball meet again.”

Nevertbeless ie wont home from Rane-
lagh feeling strongly at varianco with the
world in_genersal, and himself in particulsr.

Sherefore s mood, notwithstunding his
courtcous entrance, wasnone of the nost
arciable when he paid this worning visit to
‘her ladyship ; therefore tho tone in which
lie couched it was little calealated to sweeten
kthe unpalatable communication he had to
-make.
¢ Zounds ! madam,” said his lordship,
¢ sou will thie more roadily hear what I have
to say."”

* Sure vou noed not swear,” sho roplied,
with frngid dignity. * No gentleman swears
so carly inthe day.”

He lnughed, and continued more good-
hamoredly, * Your ladyship is very happy
m twn, are you not ?*

*¢* Your lordship must be a fool to ask such
a question,” she retarned sharply. ¢ If you
neglected me less, you would know that in
n'13~ position, and with my healtl,, it is
ridiculous to talk of leing buppy any-
where {*

“ dnd yot you look charmingly,” con-
tinued hor husband, scanuning his.owa hand-
s0110 penson in the glass.

. (‘omgred tofaces which your lordship
#: ju the habit of studying, wine is perhaps
well-favored,” said sho; ** but nothing is so
daseptive a one's ai;pcnmnce. and the sir of
thic town is simply killing mo by inches.”
 Then it chall do.murder no longer,” he
ouswered kindly. I rast leave for the
West this very afterncon. My coach is
waiting at the door to take me to the enin-
ister’s. There is not a mament to be dost.
It is the king'= kustaess ; f suppose I ogght
to say. God bless him 1"

+ Well 7 she agked coldly. * what conean

an hour.”
** ¥Your lordslnp 18 vastly obligivg,” replicd
Katerfelto, with his pocubar smile.  ** Imust
trouble you to sign this little acknowlegmeunt
ot the debt.”

He drow a shect of paper from bis pocket,
filled in certaiu blank spaces at tho writing-
table, and spread it befuro s lordshup, with
an air of excusing himself for the Liberty he
was obliged to take.

It was Lord Bellinger's boast that ho never
refused to draw his sword, dnnk lus bottle,
stako his money, or sign his name ; yet ho
made a wry face, and threw his pen 1nto the
inkstand with a curse, after it had performed

its office.

“ I'mina corner,” said he, *“or you
would never have had me on such exorbitant
terms. The king's business must not stand
to cool. Hangit, mant itit had been my
own, not a usurer in the town should have
bit me tike this !"

* Your lordship is in haste,” answered
Katerfelto ; * and his Majesty’s commands
cannot be too specdily obeyed. I trust,” he
added, carclesgly, ** therc s no fear of dis.
affection in tho \West.”

4 State secrets !” answered Bellinger, with
a laugh.
scen the minister. I go to himin an hour
for final instructions.”

Though Katerfelto was pondering deeply,
his tone secmed lighter than usual, wuilo he
asked how the other had been amused . the
night before at Ranclagh ; observing, ¢ Itis
1ot your lordship’s custom to leave an ad-
venture half accomplished.”

¢ No more of that I" exclaimed Lord Bel-
linger. * These aro but the pastimes of a
man who has little serious business on hand.
Ambition, you know, is a specific for love.
If I play oy part well, Katerfelto, I have
ireason to believe that the next time I bor-
row your money it will be for an earl 1"

** Good luck attend your lordship,” an-
swered the other, turning to depart. * As
you are strong, be merciful.”

My lord laughed, and snapped s fingers.
4¢ In half an hour,” said he, ** I shall have
the lives and estates of some half dozen gen-
tlemen in my pocket. Intrigue, my good
friend, is all very well; but for real sport,
give methe great gawe. If your spiritual
informants can travel go far, they will short-
1y bring you stirring nows from the \West.”

4 Phe vicissitudes of this material world
affcct me but little,” answered Katcrfelto,
* gave in sodar as they aid iy researchies
nmoag the boundless rogions of science and
taturity. 1 awm but ainan of thought, while
your lordslup is 2 an of action. If, in mny
humble capacety, I can serve you, command
me ; 204 so J take wy deave.”

¢ He'e 20 honest fellow enough, I protest,”
thouylet is lardship, .as the door closed,
‘ though his termas are coufoundedly Ingh!
Money seewr hko everything else; if you
want it, you mwust pay for it—through the
nose too ! But he's aun honest fellow, no
doubt.”

The “ bonest fellow,” meantime, plodding
thoughtfully liome t0 Deadman's Alley,
busied himself in elaborate calculations of

is that of wmine?”
+ Will you not como with me 2" was lu:f
repiy. *+* Welavo boen living e2parate lives
too joug. Perhaps cach of us is better thnnf
tho oshwer thinks. Let ns give it 2 tnal and .
sec if we caunot be happy togathar for a forw .
wecks.  We bare beev vory uncumfortable
apart for & good mauy yesrs.” ‘
The teurs were rising to her eyes. A kind
word or u caress might lave turncd the
balancs even now ; but it was lug lordslup's
Labit to assumb carelessuess of manner at
the woment he was most interested, snd in-
stead of putting Ine arm round hier waist, Jie

Tlhey ncither cawmo | busied Rimself adjusting eravat and rufles; somo impatience.

t and ghowed shie nm'

s 1 capnot leave $own,” flie objected, * at
2 moment's notice. I wonder you can asl

time, distance, cxpense, and other matters
tending to subrext the mimster’s intention,
and render nugatory Lord Bellinger's mms-
sion to the West,

He lost not a moment m visiting John
Garnet, whom he fouad sitiug upin an casy-
chait, bali dressed, but so swathed w lan-
deges that hie con:ld Lardly move.

Dismssing Waif, whio was in attendacee
as usnal, he laid a2 finger on lys patient’s
wnid, and marked the strong full beat of the
pulse su grave approval.

* Hew much iouger aro 1s:ou going to kee
mo here 2" exclaumed Jobn Garact, wit
*¢ I've been telling Waif,
for the last three days, I am as strong as 1
ever was in my life.”

* Get up,” replied tho doctor, and lift that
charr from the flogr.  So. Do you feel as if
a dog were licking & yaw placs in your side 2"

** How can I teil 2 I hnve not yet!

viCce haalerivito TUSe
isug brow, then he turned to Johm Garuet,
and observed carelessly ©

¢ A stroll bofore dinner will do you no
barm. Come with e to the next street,
I want your opinion of a horse I keep
there.”

So congenial a request met with an eager
affumitive.  In the, flush of retur ning
health, Jol Garnet longed keenly for the
fresh outward mir.  And to see o horse again,
even in another man's stable, was a return
to lifo and all that madc life enjoyable once
more.

The dootor wwrapped himself, though it was
summer, in a long black cloak and drewa
squarv eap down to s very eyebrows, be-
fore he crosscd tho threshold, precautions
which seemed scarcely neccssary for pur-
puses of conccalment, inasmuch as heled his
visitor along two or threo unfrequented by-
lanes, to an old tumble-down building, that
looked more hike a deiapidated pigeon-houso
than the dwelling of so noble an animal as
the bozse.

* Enter,” said he, unlocking the door.
 The husk looks of the roughest, but thero
is 8 kernel within."”

John Garnet was surprised to find the
stable roomy, commodious, well ventilated,
and azaply sapplied with all necessaries for
the comfort of its inmate. ** If the casket is
mean,” suid he, ** atleast it seems well lined,
and water-tight. Let us open that sbutter,
Doctor, for a glimpse at the jewel it con-
tains.”

It was a jewel ! An exclamationof wonder
and admiration escaped the visitor's lips, as
daylight, thus admitted, revenled to him the
beauty and gymmetry of the animalhe came
to iuspect. From boyhood he had svent
much of his time in the saddle, found a store
of pleasure sud legitimato excitement in the
companionsbip of his horse, and here scem-
ed the very flower and perfection of the
whole oquino rucc.

It was not that the sloping shoulders, the
deep girth, tho flut legs, the round firm feet,
the full, well-tarned back, and lengthy quar-
ters denoted strength and speed nnequailed,
but there was also that proportion and har-|
mony of all the parts, which Nature is care-
ful to preserve when she mdans to turn out
some asterpicce of hercraft. John Garnet
said as mueh; and Katerfelto, man of
science though he was, could not conceal a
certain prim satistaciion, which every man
alive betrays when cougratulated on the
supertority of lus steed.

* I am & poor judge,” obsexved the Char-
Iatau, whom no carthly cmsideration would
have mauced to bestrade the paragon before
thew ; * but I imagine the creature is as
good as it looks.”

* That Il swear he is!™ replied John
Garnet, fairly putung lus arnmn round the
taper muzzle, thet nostled kindly to bis em-
brace. ** 1fI had seen nothing but this
beantiul hittle head, with its 1all bright
eycs, and fine transparen ears, I would
have backud him aganst any horse in Eng-
land for all I am worih in the world. Not
much to besure,” he added, with a laugh,
** but you should have canied it for me, old
wan ; and I don't thwk the addition weighit
would have caused you to falterat the post.”

He patted the hord, smooth neck, and
streng, firm crest while he spoke ; and the
animgal, though an entire horse, in the full
vigor of evod fuod und high condition, re-
sponded lovingly and gently to his caress.

* He inows you nlready,” said Katerfelto;
 ho will know you better before you have
done with him. Listen, John Garnet : what
would you give e for that gray horse as he
stands 2"

¢ Five hundred guinens !" answered John
Garnet, laughing, *if I had them. Ten
years of my life, as I haven't five hundred
peneo in the world !"

¢ Heis yours 1" replied the other. ¢ You

fwh

shall ride him ouvt of London to-night.”

Joly Gamet's ayes brigutened. ¢ Ido

terruption during the progress of dinner.
When that meal was taken away, and Waif,
with wany s backward glance, had departed
and shut the door, Keterfelto filled the
glasses, smacked his lips over the Burgundy,
and thus deliverod humself =

* They would hang you, wy good sir, if
thoy could catcli you ; and this I considera
sufliciont reason for your leaving London to-
night.”

‘.;Iohn Garnet gasped, and set his wino
down untasted. For some time he had en-
tertained uncomfortalle misgivings to this
effect. It was not reassuring to hiear them
corroborated by so smaeious a person as his
host. ¢ Chance-medley is not a Langing
matter,” said he, in a shakiog voice.

 Bat murder i8,” answered Katerfelto ;
¢ and murder I fear th.ﬁy would bring it in.
Why, in the nameo of that is hasty, my
young friend,did younot tako acoupleofgen-
tlemen into that dark room, and exchange a

ass or two in tho presence of witnesses ?

ee how the matter stands as it would be
submutted to a jury. An altencation, brood-
ed over fur more than am nowr ; a qnarrel,
not in hot blood, but on reflection ; and. the
company gone. The lights out; the younger
man escapes, and the elder is found stabbed
to death on the floor 2 it looks ugly, you
must confess.”

¢ Y have thought so more than once,” re-
plied John Garnet, much disturbed. ¢ Do
you mean they will try me for—for—my
life 2" Ho got the question ont with difficul-
ty, and swallowing a mouthfal of wine
fancied it tasted like blood.

* I mean nothing of the kind,” said the
other. * Imean Iyon nevend to be placedn
such a position. mean you to be a score
of miles away to-night. X mean to rescue
your nome, to save your life, and to make
your fortune.”

* How s0? asked John Garnet, takung
comfort while he emptied his-glass,

For answer, Kuterfelto made an almost
impercaptible sign with one of his fingers, to
which tho other responded by a word,
ispered so low that its import was to le
gathered less by the sound than the move-
ment of his lips.

** I was suro of it " cxelaimed the Char-
latan. ** I could have sworn.from the first
you were one of us. I may speak freely
now. John Garnet, [ call upon you tins
day to nde for the king 1"

* To tho gates of hell !'" was the reckless
answer. ‘ Aud as much farther as your
good horgo will carryme. I am ready to
start this minute.

** Softly,” said the other. * I neither re-
quire so prompt a departure, nor so long &
journey. You nced not mount for another
hour. You nced not ride so far as the
Land's End. The business I shall intrust
you with demsands courage, secrecy, and
some little ingenmity. I believe you possess
all.  To win, opens a path to rank, fortaue,
and the choicest hionors royal gratitude can
bestow.  To lose, leaves you no worse than
you are now, for at least you will have a fair
cbance of escape.”

** I ask for nothing better,” replied the
young man. ** Only tell me what to do, aud
fow to doit. ’

Katerfelto pushed the bottle to his guest.
““ You will nced a good bhorse,” sad he,
“ and good pistols. These I can supply.
¥You bave a good sword and a good wother-
wit of your own. It may be yom will want
them all to carry out our plans. Suecess is a
peorage at least. Failure means high treason
50 you know what you undertake.”

fro BE coxTINUED.]
D,

In hunting hippopotamus, it is usual to
employ guns of very heavy calibre, and bul-
lets hardened with tin or quieksilver, and to
fire as short & distance as possible. Among
the Dutch ecleplant-hunters, bullets have
been 8o large
weighed a pound.

at four of them together g




