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the yedar 521. He belonged to one of the
royal families of Ireland. ~ ¥e founded vari-
ouas monasteries, but these were very diftfer-
ent in their chameter from the monastic in-
stitutions of alater period.  Thedescription
of the celebratea one on the island of lons,
in Scotland, which became the centre of his
operations, shows the simplicity and sclf-
denial which he maintained  “ It included
a chapel, & dwelling-house for the abbot and
monks, another for the cntertaimnent of
strangers, a refectory and kitchen; and out-
side the trench, a rampart, a byre for the
cows, a barn and storchouse for the grain,
and other outbuildings. Allthese were con-
structed of timber, or wattles.””  is appear-
anco is thus described :—* Tall of statuve,
of a vigorous and athletic frame, of a ruddy
and joyous conntenance, which, as Adam-
nan (his biographer) has it, made all who
saw him glad, ho attracted the hearts of all.
He was celebrated also fur the powers of his
voice, which could be heard, according to
his biographers, atan amazing distance, and
for & practical turn, which enabled him to
render aid when required in any cnergencey.
He could bale the boat, grind the com in
the quern, or hand-mill, administer ‘medi-
cine to the sick, and superintend, the la-
bours of the farin.” Thus with the spirit
and characteristics of the true missionary,
and establishing himself in his island fort-
xess, he sent forth his agents through the
‘Western Highlands of Scotland, and even-
tually across the whole country, and became
the means of converting the barbarcustribes
of the Picts to Christianity. After a life of
constant labour, and many perils, in cross-
ing, in the frail vessels of the period, the
stormy seas which roll in between the west
of Seotland and the north of Ireland, he
died, honoured and beloved, in his seventy-
seveuth year. Betwcen the periods of St.
Patrick and St. Columba the snperstitions
and monastic clements had made considera-
ble progress, even in the British or Celtic
Church, and we may trace in the work of
the latter many of those corruptions winch
afterwards destroyed the hernelof that living
faith which undoubtedly inspired the mind
of this devoted evangelist.

ACGUSTINE.

About the time of Coluinba’s death, St.
Augustine, commissioned by Pope Gregory
the Great to seek the conversion of the An-
glo-Saxons, landed on the Isle of Thanet—
then a real island—and sent messengers to
Ethelbert, King of Kent, - annonnce that
they had come from Rome, that they were
the bearers of joyful tidings, and could pro-
mise him “ glory in heaven and a never end-
ing kingdom with the living and true God.”
The way had been partly prepared by Ethel-
hert having married a Christian princess.
The king came to visit the monk and his

followers—to hear, by word of mouth, what.
nessage they had tobear.  In the reception
given him we see the departure from primi-
tive simplicity, and the admixturc of that
worldly element which at length undermined
the life of Christendum to its foundation.
Augustine ““ advauced in 8 svlemn proces-
sion to meet Jthelbert, preceded by a ver-
ger carrying o silver cross: then followed
one bearing aloft, on a hoard, painted and
gilded, n representation of the Saviour.
Then came the rest of the brethren and the
choir, headed by Lawrence and the deacon
Deter, who chanted a solemn litany for their
own, as also for the eternal welfare of the
people among s hom they had come.  The
mdssionary explained the meawing ofthe pic-
ture which was borne aloft, and told the king
how the merciful One, there depicted, had
left His throue in heaven, dicd for the sins
of a guilty world, and opencd the kingdom
of heaven to all believers. OUn admssion
afterwards to “ the rude wouden city of Can-
terbury, then embowered in thickets, they
chanted as they went along one of the so-
lemn litanies they had learnt from Gregory.”
Notwithstanding such admixtures of that
worldly pomp und ostentation, so opposed
to apostolic example, there can be ng doubs
that Augnstine and his followers were sin-
cere, self-denving, and, in many respects,
enlightened bearers of the Christian mes-
sage. Augustine himself spoke with great
cloquence of the character and the history
of our Lord, and of the wondrous works
wrought by His hand. “ They gave them-
sclves up,” Bede tells us, “to prayer and
fasting, and recommended the Word by
their own self-devotion and pure and chaste
living.” They suecceded partially in their
mission, and in less than a century, through
the labours of themselves and their succes-
sors, and. of missionaries from JYona, the
whole Anglo-Saxon race Lad professed the
faith of Christ.

NORTHERN LEGEND.

As the centuries advance, the history of
the conversion of the mauy European tribes
lying outside the Christian pale becomes
more and mnore mixed with monkish legends,
leaving, however, a substratum of truth, in-
dicative of the great self denial with which,
onc after another, men were raised up in the
then deeply corrupted Church for ‘the en-
terprise of converting the heathen. One of
these legends, the locality of which was in
Friesland, describes the deliverance of two
boys dedicated as human sacrifices, by which
a strong impression was made upon the peo-
ple. A stake was erected on the sea-shore,
to which the boys were fastened, and they
were left to the mercy of the rising tide, in
a spot where two seasmet. As the tide crept
nearer, the elder of the two children tried,
by supporting the other on his shoulders, to



