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The Fome any Forefgn Becord, .

DE"(:

Apostle visited Thessalonica and’ other
points in Macedonie, as set forth in the 17¢th
chaprer of Aets, we shall understand it bet-
ter.  And we shall enjoy' all the more his
recounting of his experienco and theirs, as
he speaks of “ his manner of entering in,”
and their * turning from idois to serve the
living and true God.”

But with those Jessons which are largely
historical, we fuil to convey a great deal
thatis valeable, if we neglect date, place’
hero, or the facts narrated. It is often the
case tha both teacher and scholar are igno-
rant as to the respective chronology of
Noah and Belshazzar. If our scholars
generally are asked whether Solomon built
his temple before or after the days of Ahab,
some of them might be sorely puzzled, aund
itis questionable if they know the precise
year in which cither of those monarchs
ascended their respective thrones. We need,
then, to study and to teach “ wnuex” the
events of our lesson took place.

And “wyere” isalso of some conse-
quence. A book on Palestine, recéntly
published, informs us that Nouh built his
ark at Joppa. ‘The authority it omits to
give. Iuis truc that we may go to heaven
withont a complete knowledge of Biblegzeo-
graphy ; bue if prophets considered it im-
portant to mention that' Jesus should be
born at Bethichem, that he should live at
Nazireth, that be should exercise his first
ministry in the benighted regions of Gali-
lee, it is’ worth our while to know some-
thing-aliout where such events did actually
take place.

The individuals mentioned in the lesson
may well deinand a share of our attention.
*We do not need to give our scholars the
full biography of cach one, at every lesson ;
but, if we are sufficiently acyuainted with
them to give the chikiren at least » passing
ingroduction, we derive both information
‘and’ interest.  ““ Wno,” then, is 2 matter
of- some importance.

- I taking oursclves acquainted with
““4viat’” was done, the facts of the lesson
array themselves before our minds. We
should push. our rescarches in this direc-
“tigh, novorly to theextent reached by some
of the empty question hooks, whose staple
is, “ What did he then do?” and * Where
“didhe go neat?” The thing we need to
study is, what the doing, and the going
‘abd the sayiug accomplished.
. And with all these accessaries and inci-
denialg,; with prayerful study and with st-
dious prayer, with diligent searching of
the Word of ‘Gad, and caretul comparison
of Scripture with' Seripture, we come again
. : by way of application, tothe * wiy”—the
Jeading thought, the central idea, the gold-
. <en’coro, of jnspruciion. And we bring all
“that we have learned, and. all that we have
taught, to bear on the real scriptaral appli-

.

L

cation ofithe truth so as to reach the schivl:
ars’ hearts. . s

From such’a study of alesson, no teach-
erneed rise with a feeling of weariness.
From the teaching of a lesson thus studied,
ro teacher need go home with o heavy
weight of discouragement.

Don't Give Up.

“I am thinking serionsly of resigning
my class into some other hands,” said Miss
Arnold to her pastor. 1 shadder at the
respousibility of teaching thoese girls,
bave had them now a whole year and [ sce
no fruits at all.”

‘Uhe pastor thonght of the years that he
bad spentin the field, praying, preaching,
visiting, entreating, yet seeing oo often very
little fruit.  But he held another idea of
responsibility from that of the young girl
who sat in his study discouraged.

*Is it not that you do not love the.
work 7’ he said. )

** By no means; I do love it dearly, I re-
joice to be with the children and tell them
of Jesus, and his love. But it w1 inakes no
impression.  They hear, as if they «lid not
hear. 1 fecl us if I were taking. up the
place of sotue one else.  Sarely some oe
could be found who would Jead them to
Jesus.” . L.

« My friend,” said the pastor, X hink
vour trouble lies here ; you forget that God
alone can give the increasc.. It is not in
you, it is not in me, nor thanks he to God!
in any one, to convert a soul. He does it
all. 'Wecan but sow the seed. Do this
with prayer and pains, and he will give the
harvest in his own tiine.”

Miss Arnold resolved 1o try alittielonaer.
Not so heavily weighs the responsibility
that is borne, not by weak human strensih
alone, but hy the help of One wiie is diviue,
Years passed, and she saw the fruit her
hands had planted.—S. S. L¥mes. .

Feed My Lambs.

When our Lord Jesus Chyist stood by the
quict shores ot the Sea of Galilee, and said
to Peter, “Feed my lambs,” he spoke a
voice that was heard immediately by only
that little company of fiiends, lar he
uttered a princifle, which, thongl anknown
to the philosophers of the world, and which
if known by’ the Pharisces mid Sadducees
would have been utterly scorned, by them,

_yet a principle, which wis Yo be'a power in

the world to pheave its founhdations, and
shake it fe its centre.  For the growth of
the church of Jesus Christ, from that time
to this, has been principally through ‘the
training of the childven of the church. And
at this period‘of the’ Ghristian era we arc
bezinnipg,more_than st any otler period
to appreciite thiis most imposing und im-
portant fact.—Howard Crosby, D.D. .




