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During the year 1864, ivithout any known spccial prcdisposing
cause, but appatrently throughi the cumulative virulence Of the
deadly agencies alirays at 'work, the fearful scourge of mortal
disease carried off 3,516 of our eidren, or 341 out of cvery
nîyriad of our population, ihich, ca'cccdec/ evm, tc abitorrnal

qumber of our births l)y 280. It does not. appear that the legl
guardians of the publie healthi took any steps to udtigate this
fghtful cahunity; aad again in 1865, the îùortality of eildren

(as w'ell as of aduits) wvas above even the Iigli .tea, of
twelve years.

But in the spring of 1866, owing to a wvholesomne dread of
choiera, a, strong public opinion, an Order ini Council, and the
labours of the Sanitary Association. (tlien. first fbried), the
Corporation appointed t'o 1Health Officers for thrce mwnths, and
detailed police to act as ilispeutoIs. 0 niy a vciy par)tial sinfacc
clcansbîig of thte yaords was Ille result; flic streets reinaining as
before, the subsoil retaining ail its pollutions, and the production
of freshi poisons uneheeked ; aud yet what ivas the resuit of this,
aided probably by the unusually cold, wet, and windy season ? Four
hundred a-md sû,venty lives of childinni icrc saved as compared witli
the previous yezar; and June, w'hichi on the average is the niost
unhcalthy îîîontlî exeept July or August, actiual/y furumishcd the

wcoi 4rcst dw(ths. Yct, no sooner was tlic clcansing finishced,
and the July sun drew forth to the surface the substratunm of
xyrnotic poison, than flic death-rate of the chiildreii rose at once
froin 362 per inyriad to 852; and the dIe(this jf aduits 'in tlic

wltolc ycar ecTccded tkosc of 18635 by jfyty-/ive.

But if this minute instalient of what Ought to be donc,
produced at once such a niarvellous benefit as the savingt of 470
ehildren's lives, what niight not be expectcd, were councillors,
owners of property and householders to perfbrin their niaaifest
duties? Aud if they arc, not Nvilling, for tlic love of God and
flic good of their brethrcn, to obey the plain laws of hcalth and
reniove tlic causes of disease and dcath, oughlt. îiot the pow'er of
the law to proteet flec helpless, and prevent the selfishl froin
robbing tilcir ncighibours of thecir happîuess, and the vcry lives
of thernsclvcs and tbeir eidren?

E DTOI'S NO0TE.-The prese ut, number of this journal is puablished
A&pril 26, 1867.
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