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front, bis eye took in-at once, the whole affair. \Vith difficulty hoe
niaintained a gravity beitting the timie and ciro'umstauice.s, but
whien hce camne to the IlCapting " -%it.h the antiquarian d1ress, ho
found sudden occasion for bis pocliet hiandkeorcliîefbit convulsions
are involuntary even whcen they are facial ; smothering as best hle
,could bis cachinnatory spasmis, hoe questioned the Il Capting"
to wvhy they, bis company, wcre armied in sucob a manniier.

Bird guns and small shot are not the riglit t.hiings," said the
lieutenant, Il to bring against an arsenal."

Oh ! as to that, saîd the Il Ca ptin," Il it niakes but littIe dif-
ference ;we shall fighit at close quarters, or niot at ail, and mako0
short worki of it."

Turning to Colonel Piiffpouch, thle lieutenant remarked that
thieir mnmbers were foridifable, but bcyond that lie could sce no
cause for apprehiension."

iNunabers," said the Colonel, Ilnumbers, why this is inerely
a sham, a feint, a demonstration, our armny is our rese've ; we
have numabers sufficent to eat yon up without cook-ing."

I must admit that you have nuinbers sufficient to do ail you
say, under certain conditions, but you hiave no equipinent or
discipline, besides, 1 suspect you are withlout -iinuiition."

This -,vas said by the lieutenant witlb a somnewhiat wry face, for
just at the mioment, lie saw flhc planter in a towering rage witb
bis botty guard, lie hiad just discovered that on(- of the powdIer
flaskis wvas filled vitl smahh sliot, and as hoe suspected, the late
chargres were from that identical tlask. is servants protef.tedl,
obtested, while lie investigated, contested, detested, storined and
mwore, threatend and vowed summary ana iumitigittod vengeance
for sucli unpardonable stupidity!

IAmmunition " said the Colonel, loftily at the saine time sur-
veying the squabbling group witli supreme, surperlative, -superemi-
nent, indifference, Ilwe have loads of ammunition ; but what do
~we want with ammunition ? if it mnust corne to the bitter end, we
shaîl, tlîough most unwillingly, resort ' to extreme measures :we
shall use the bayonet sir ; and mina! you will have no excuse for
sucb an unnecessary loss of liunian, hfe V"

The lieutenant was profoundly affected by the solenin ana
pathetic tone of this peroration.

iColonel," he said, ilI admire your bravery, your considerate
benevolence, your horror of needless bhoodsbied, and movcd by
these considerations, 1 cannot resist any loniger, 1 must surrender ;
but I must have honorable terrns it would not redound. to your
credit to, be severe."

"Nly dear felhow," bro<o in the overjoyed Colonel I will do
anytbing you desire ; I have no personal object to serve : I will
give you the bestr conditions, Éee yen safely exnbarked andl bid yeu
God speed from the South, which will very soon be too bot to liold
any but our own people."

The lieutenant returned. to the arsenal te, make preparation for
bis departure. This mnovement was at once misunderstood, for
upo 'thepo departure of the lieutenant Colonel Puffpouch feUl into
profound musinge respecting the probable effèct upon the publie


