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ght going on-?;
somebody " Or has some supposed

But when you. come to know the people a

. per- sha.his, ‘black money, as they eall it.

OnJy the. people have a. very excitable and;
demonstratlve -way’of. expressmg their angry_

s there_

Do they ‘want" to . e
quaintance 'vith their thoughts nnd habits

‘While ~his enterprise and apparent wealth
'-.“command their respect they are’ puzzled to
_ understand - why God -shiould have bestowed -
‘0 much wealth and power on the unbelxevmg
‘ Christian For -in-addition to all his other-}
";pecuharities, the Farangi possesses the fur-

.. Uttle Dbetter, you find that the: cause of a
: .Ereat deal of turmoil- and hubbub need not
" bea very big matter- after ‘all, and that
generally it is’ only a questlon of a few cop-

ther disabihty, which" being an . inherited

'misfortune he cannot be. held entlrely ‘re-
'.sponsible for, of- being an unclean dog of an

unbellever, wo*thrly and properly ‘doomed in -
the next world to those everlasting- torments,.
‘of- which the most particular ) vnnd and
realistic descriptions are given in the 0ur en
and traditions of the _teaching of Mobam-

med. -In a word the Farangi . presents a
rather perplexing Dicture to the Peérsian mind.

But all thls by the way When‘ you ap-

MOHAMMEDAN SHRINE

self-restraint and their care for the mterests

. ng a: ride on your horse (for we were:
‘all returning from an-hour or two spent by

:the riverside that afternoon), and obhgingly;,
reassures you by telling you- that it is; only -

B So:and-so°has: returned from Kerhela 1 -And

SR if. you reply, * Alhamduhllah P Pralse be .
o to God ! ’), and further politely ask Whether :

° " he. has returned ouite -safé and sound;

“ill perhars be rewarded with a Smile and_’.j
'lcok cf astomshn:ent at the thought of.a’

. Farsngi (Eu op=an) showxng so “nmich’ in-
"'telli'fent an.l sympathetlc inteest.

... T'or; ds ‘a rule, the: Pers'ans: understand us

L perhars even less than We comprehend them.

coat he‘ﬂdgets them wrth his actlve rest—

{number one’ tkey are like wayward child- ‘

“hammedan there, sittmg

-proach ‘a little néarer-to the-scene of . the -

cries which first attracted your attention, you
can begin to dlstinguish such exclamations as
! God accept your pllgrimage 17" May your
service ‘be accepted 12 ¢ Praise God for your

- safe return 1 ‘Our eyes are once more en-
’ .lightened by the sight of your lovely face,’
“and, "addressed to .the relatives’ of ‘the hero

of the hour, ¢ Your eyes are enlightened (ie,,
on - account of - his"” return) All this .is
mingled perhaps, w1th the recltation of pray-
ers to. Mohammed ‘and’ his descendants, re-
peated by some one appomted for the pur-

".pose: elther in“the _party . whic, has’just ar-
-+ rived,"or from’ the throng whieli: ‘hiis issued’

forthfo- welcome the pilgnm home .
’l‘hen we see’ people commg forward to greet

Cand embrace -a’ little insigmﬂcant—lookmg
" man, bronzed and tanned with long travel and
" exposure, who appears -quite self—possessed
) -and not in the least disconcerted by all the
o ‘In th*ir eyes the’ I"arangi has very free-and-.-':' B
easy and undiomﬁed ways; . he wears a’:

‘ghi ,T; nseem]y, not " to: say- 1ndecent stylov

¢ommotion; : '
“Why indeed should he: be 2 Is he: not a

" bit of a hero——for a few days at all events"
; Has he not successfully accomphshed along

“

TObbers ? -

. secrated precmcts’

‘ sented thexr special reduests, mostly for.
- wealth or. children to the grace and favor of -

the blessed Imam I-Iusaln ?-

very tombs of the .glorious martyr Husain,

son of Ali, and of Ali Akbar, son of. Husain.'

. He will ‘never forget the proud rapture of

‘the day when, ‘the long journey past-and N
it fatigues forgotten he prepared - to enter :
‘How' carefully he- bathed

the. holy shrine
himself before he mingled with the réverent
-and expectant throng ‘that ‘assembled -out-

side ‘the mosque, while’ the leader offered up-

a prayer for permxssion to enter the con-
With what deep awe
and emotion they passed within the sanctuary

.and made their, way_beneath’ the - ‘dome!.
Then the same leader repeated auother long

prayer consistmg of ‘salutations to the saints,
~and after a few miore prayers the formal cere-
monywasover S

"He_ would never forget too, bow some- of ST
the worshlppers-—but they were chleﬂy wo- g
men—actually tookzthe dust from"the grating-»

round': th

srlent prayer pre-

" the gaints. -
- Every day durlng his stay in Kerbela the

pilgrim paid a. visit to. the chief shrine and :

vigited besides some of the other holv placee

" in the city, such as the shrine of Abbas ‘the

younger brother of. Husain as ‘well as the
towns of ‘Najif and Kufah 1n the 1161°'th1'-
hood, :

Now it is all over He is at home again

'— thh all his sins cleansed away, and himself

made holy and pure, like an angel of Jight,
and a brother of God.’ So, at’ all évents,

he thinks himself, nor are his fellow-,'

vulagers disposed to questxon it. -

It is therefore no wonder if his friends £0.
forth to.welcome- his return,. and embrace
and kiss him, and make. feasts. in his honot,
‘and come to visit him and pay their ¢,0n-
gratulations; and his female relatives’ give
bim presents of new clothes made w1th their
own hands, as it is their custom to do when-
ever any one of theirs returns in snfety after
a-long’ absence

No doubt he will' have brought . gifts for
them in return, different-colored rosaries,

each containmg ninety-nine ‘beads, with‘

“which to ‘recite the names of the attributes-
of. the Deity, or take the omen whizh. ieveals

God’s ‘will in circumstances ‘of doubt or vn- ,
'_ certamty, small prayer-tablets also “of dit-
“ferent designs, and of a natural pale-brown .

COJ.OI', ‘and like the rosaries, made ' of “the
sacred sweet-scented earth of Kerbela, press-
ed into different moulds, oblong, " round,
semi—cilcular, or’ lozenge-shaped “The pos-

sessor keeps it carefully ina little bag, and

at ‘the time of prayer places it-on’ the ground
‘4 few feet in front of ‘him, and touches it
with' his forehead in hlS prostrations Not

and diﬂicult journey 2 Ha.s ‘hé! not braved" L
- weariness and . fatigue,: and. long and.ex- - . "
hausting marches, and: exposure to heat and .

. eold, and. dangers ot srckness and’ perlls of "
.Has"he not won for himself
honor and sanctity in the eyes of the ‘child-’

‘ren of ‘his people 2 Has 'hé not, in: short
‘been’ to: Kerbela, and ‘visited the’ shrine of‘ i

Yes, he has really trodden the holy sanc— 2
“tuary and gazed with his own: eyes on ‘the




