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TRADITIONAL SITE OP CALVARY.

hallowed sites, witnessing the devotion of the pilgrims, and
realizing the tinie-hallowed associations so dear to the heart of
Christendom. During the Easter festivai the church is crowded
with pilgrims o? every nationality, and the ecclesiastical cere-
monies are of splendidly spectacular charactei. On Easter Sun-
day, specially, the disgraceful spectacle of the so-called miracle
of the holy fire takes place. This baz; thus been described by
Dean Stanley:

'IGreeks, Armenians, Coptas, and Abyssinians take part in the ceremony.
The wild and noisy scene begins on Good Friday. The crowd passes the
night in the church in order to secure places, sonie of thern attaching them-
selves by cords to the sepulchre, while others run round it in anything but
a reverential manner. On Easter Eve, about two p.xn., a procession of the
superior clergy m-ovep round the sepuichre, ail lanips having been carefully
extinguished in vje'rç, of the crowvd. The patriarch entera the Chapel of
the Sepuichre, whi'Le the priests pray and the people are in the utrnost
suspense. At length the fire, which it is alleg,,ed lias corne down froni
heaven, gleatns frorn the sepuichre, the priests emerge with a bundle of
burning tapera, and there now follows ait indescribable turnuit, everyone
endeavou ring to be the first to get his taper" lighted. Even frornthe gallery
tapers are let down te be liglited, and in a few seconds the wvhole church la
illuminated. This, however, never happens without fighting, and accidenta
generally occur owing to the crush. The spectators çio not appear to take
warning frorn the terrible catastrophe of 1834. On that occasion there
were upwvards of 6,000 persons in the church when a riot suddenlv *Droke
eut. The Turkrish guards, thinking they were attacked, uaed threr weapons
againat the pilgrirns, and in the acuffle that followed about thi-se hundred
pilgiir were suffocated or trampled te death."
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