
and hydraulics.FOREST FIRES
of the Canadian 

has distributed
“A Matter of

educate the publicROBSON BLACK, secretary 
Forestry Association, Ottawa,
25,000 copies of a booklet calle 
Opinion, ” which is intended to 

to the importance of forest fire prevention. . .
Mr. Black discusses the matter from the ..^^an, 

the settler, the camper, the banker, tie r J 
he power engineer, the fire ranger anc engineer
fhe discussion from the viewpoint of the p g rela.
^"tains the following interesting summary 
'0ns between forest fires and hydrau ^ =n(j a p0Wer 

)■ chain is no stronger than its weakes ’ supply
development system is no stronger than ‘e_ —
,lat turns its turbines. But we cannot s P reliable as 
lest hydro proposition in America is ]U g forces
he forces that control the water flow, ai the presi-

'!re °ut of hand, the entire underta mg’, power con- 
u‘nt in the head office down to the three q£ j,and.
sttmer in the basement workshop, is likewis m0stly

When I talk about controlling sti eani ° t’Q equalize 
ean forests. Some power propositioi dams, but
le extremes of flood and drought > s ‘ “engineering 
torage dams are to a certain extent eng _e
rutches” to make up for a natura si >s method
hlion-dollar levees on the Mississippi ar from the
off-setting the effects of stripping t e Ohio and

"“«■She* “of countless streams back do work-
h'r tributaries. The levees work—when * ? reasonable

at an enormous annual expense, u L ieft 0n the 
m°unt of the original forest growth been J wou,d

, n'lhern watersheds, the extent of levtt ce of annual 
Jav* been considerably reduced and the menace ot
'>0cJs less to be feared. from coast

I do not need to name the Canadia break-up and
;?™as,_that ru„ to flood during the spr«h«* V 

U-.drouflbt in midsummer. Every pr< munici-
Dare-ther !n British Columbia or Nova " ;es face
,l ,tles and factories and hydro-electric P sQ as to 
avl?mmon difficulty of regulating s^rea jo, for in- 
st °’d dangerous extremes. Floods m jdo;ra; Credit,
ancTc’ al°ng such rivers asfth,e Th,ands of dollars annual 
1Q Ifand, cause hundreds of thousa ■

s‘ Where shall we look for the cause.
thf. ,^ature designed the forests on our
sDn lt:-and-rein of our streams. You a
Zy “floor” to a well-cano led woodland^
spr; re* reservoir, designed . fo surP;"with fire
leSs g break-up. Destroy this reserv n0
c0rn.Clltting, and the logic of nature ,
sPeli'ng lnto Play- Gravity has a clear farmlands,
stre S Hood, erosion of hillsides, am rSfac;iities in the
inch,111! °ut of hand, and hampered power

çf'al towns. . .tnotever on water­
ed f°ul<1 there be, then, no cutting onable. The
riCk 0r.ests? That would hardly seeilf ce[d crops and 
their‘'iricultural lands will be stoppe watershed pur- 
PoSes °rest cover, whether valuable to of agn-
cuitl,_ °r not, cannot be retained. non-agricultural
fore al exPansion are supreme. Even o m;t cutting
UnderCnd lands, it is only good economy P^ Taking 
opt Proper regulations regarding dian depreciate 
ValUc mftUre timber or pulpwood need nindiscrimi­
nate “ , a forest for watershed uses, a ^Vhat I mean 
»s thatSkinnînff” will spell a speedy ruin' inch diameter 
I'rnit a sPruce forest can be cut to a ~ • ;n grow-
‘"Vconmyet 76-8 per cent, of the volume ‘ roperties

Edition. In other words, the reservoir P
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the thick 
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would be unaffected. Protection against fire is, of course, 
most important of all considerations.

Natural forests perform a service for streams which 
cannot be measured in dollars, 
must often supplement with storage dams, for even in the 
primitive days before tree growth was touched by an axe, 
the inequalities of flow between spring and August were 
often too great to serve the needs of the modern power 
plant. At the same time, the living forest is a most neces­
sary ally of the storage reservoir. Its functions are much 

and the absence of storage capacity in nature 
that much more burden and expense on artificial

For power purposes we

the same
places
devices.

mentioned the danger to all storage and
to denud-

I have not
irrigation works, of the erosion of hillsides due 
ina.S0f tree growth and the consequent silting up of the 
reservoirs. From that angle as from others forest de­
struction on watersheds plays the enemy to the power
engineer.

ONTARIO HEALTH OFFICERS ASSOCIATION.

Fifth Annual Meeting of the Ontario Health - 
Officers Association will be held in Convocation Hall, 
University of Toronto, on Tuesday and Wednesday, May 
30th and 31st, 1916. Programme for this conference ,s
as follows :—

The

Tuesday, May 30th.
10 00-11.00 a.m.— Registration.
ii.oo a.m.-i2.45 P.m. ‘‘The Quarantine Period for 

M B Whyte, Isolation Hospital, ioronto. 
À D. Smith, M.O.H., Mitchell. ‘‘Should 

V. A. Hart, M.O.H.,
Measles,
‘‘Measles, . ,0
the Breadwinner be Quarantined. „
Vesnra ‘‘Some Observations on Typhoid Fever in 
Toronto,” Fred. Adams, Epidemiologist, Department o 
Health Toronto. ‘‘Epidemic Cerebro-Sp.nal Meningitis, 
t G Fitzgerald, Director Antitoxin Laboratories, Um- 
versitv of Toronto. Appointment of committees: (1) 
Nominations; (2) Papers and Arrangements.

2 ri0-5 00 p,m.—President’s Address, A. J. Macauley, 
A, "t,3 Rrockville. ‘‘Modern Methods of Diagnosis and 
M.O.H-, oiohtheria,” W. H. Park, Director of
Treatment °fub“PS'h Department, New York City.

’ - - ” G. R. Cruickshank, M.O.H.,Laboratory y
“Tonsils a™* gestions for Improvement of Association 

F T Dales, M.O.H., Stouffville. “Deduc- 
•w Ontario Medical Officer of Health,” Edgar

Windsor.
Meetings,”

of a NewTandon,. M.O.H., North Bay.
0 r r p.m.—Public meeting. . . >

W D Sharpe,.Major, R.A.M.C., Brampton (with views). 
Y- • (views), Ruggles George, Capt., A.M.C.,

Sanitation in Serbia,”

War Scenes 
Toronto. Wednesday, May 31st.

™ a rn.-12.45 p.m.—‘‘Auxiliary Aids in Public 
ïu Work ” H W. Hill, M.O.H., London. ‘‘Rural 

Health ,, ’ j Moloney, District Officer of Health. 
STtar’nf Collection and Disposal of Domestic Wastes 
■ MSma^ Munkipalities,” F. A- Dallyn, Provincial Sani- 
m S p o-meer ‘‘Treatment of Sewage by . Activated
tary Eng Hatton> Chief Engineer, Sewerage
clmmiLon. Milwaukee, U.S.A. Report, of Committees. 
uo _ • n m —‘‘Prevention of Tuberculosis in

2.30-4. h m.O.H., Niagara Falls. “Water
Children, Disposal for Suburban Residences,”
SupP'-!,ai J O.H., Westboro. “Forms for Keeping 
J- S' Jeof Communicable Diseases,” E. C. Henderson, 
Records gtatistician) Local Board of Health, London.
Assistant
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