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- reading -and study, sewing ‘and fancy work; music and
. painting, ‘etc..? .- Not many of them. In most zenanas
*“thesé are-a number of women, grandmothers and mothers,
" aunts’ ‘and young -ghls; and: very-few of them are ever
- tqught,to'read or'sew. A few men among the Hindoos
. have-llowed their girls, when small; to learn to read
" when their. brothers were being taught, but it is usuall
thought 'a disgrace to be able to read, as the only girls
. who.are by ‘common consent taught to read and write;
- belong to the dancing caste,and use their leaming it
--theie fife of shames — -~ -~ o= e 0
" Whi)e visiling a renana woman in Bimli s Brabmin,
- Ber granddaughter, one day came into the room, and |
said’to her # I have a nice caste girls' school in the town,
where.tlie little girls ave learning to read nicel! wont you
come and learn-t00?”  She looked at mo as f she were
.very much astonished, and quite insulted, and in a very
infitred tone enquired “ Do you think that / am a danc-

Inﬁgirl [

6 women in the Zenanas then must spend their lives
in a great measure in idleness ; most of them do some
cooking for their husbands, brothers.and themselves, but
beyond this, their time is spent in idlo gossip, telling
stories of their gods, dressing in their jewelry and quar-
relling and sleeping. Somé of thelr lives are very bitter;
especlally. is this the case with the widows, and these
widows.may be eight, six, or even four years of age. If
thie betrothed one d{e, no matter how young the girl is,
she is ever- after a widow, and is the drudge of the house.
botd, and on her comes the blame for all the misfortunes
- that befall the family, They are not allowed to wear
jewels or nice clothes, or to eat as good food as the other
women, and is it any wonder (hat there being no hope of
anything better in this life, they often commit suicide ?

.My sisters, we are permitted to see very little of the
inder Jife of these Zenanas, but ae £now there are sins
hidden away there, there are sorrows, there is suffering,
there is hopelessness, such as is scarcely possible in our
highly favored Christian land, and which is only truly
known to Him whose eye penetrates the darkest gloom,
and from whom notbing is hidden. And can we do eny-
thing to mitigate this suffering, to dispel the darkness,
the moral and spiritual darimess of these Zenanas, to
.. .bring light, peace, and joE, 10 these sorrowing, bopeless
. _womep, our sisters in the' East ? We tan, dear sisters,

and this high, noble, holy employment is what we cabl

Zenana work. .

We aro now permitted to enter many of these zenanas,
for the men of India are waking up to see the necessity
of educating their women,'and they will allow us t0.come
and teach .them to read.and sew, and do other useful
things that.will employ their hands and minds, and with
this. we may teach them of the Great Burden Bearer, of
Him whd sympathizes with usin all ofir trials, of Him who

* Joves us-with-an everlasting Jove, and of the thrice-happy
home that He has prepared. for those who love Him, for
them as well as for us, where all sorrow and sighing are

_forever unknown, O sisters,-is not'this work worthy to

engross an angel’s heart, and en angel's time? And yet

the Lord bas not given it-to angels to do. Hebas given
it-to us saved sinners ; to c{on and to me to do, and shall
we not praise Him for such a privilege? We know the
joy and peace there is In castiog our sins-and burdens on

esus, and shall we not basten to tell others of this joy?

‘e know the sweetness of the hope beyond the grave,
and shall. we not do all in our power to. give the know-
ledge of such a hope-to those sitting in darkness and
despair? Many of us mothers know the sorrow, the
crushing sorrow of laying a darling child away in the cold

and-eflent grave, o do these mothers in India, but with
our sorvow is mingled the joy, the sweet assurance of

meeting the loved one again. This they know nothing -~

about, loved ones gone are gone forgver, and they have -
0o hope of ever meeting and daspinithem again: One -
of the most heart rending sounds we hear in India, is the

wailing for the dead, for the lost one, lost forever.. They
will call and call over the naine of their dead, in such a
hopeless -despiring wail, but no answer, and to their

liearts 1o hope of ‘any future meeting come to temper

the beart-breaking somrow, - :

And this work, the bringing of Jife and light and salva. - -
tion into the homes of thousands and thousands of ‘dur
Indian sisters, can never be done except we, the women
of Christian lands, do it. These women can never even
hear of Christ unless we teach them, or unless native
women of India, Christianized, trained and sent_by us,
carry the good news into their secluded homes.

Our dear sister, Miss Frith, your representative, is car-
ryidg on this work in Caca a, and while you are sup-
porting her with your means, oh do not forget to pray often
and eamestly for ber and her work. - I kuow something
of it. I know how discouraged we often feel. We go to

the women with hearts full of love, and desirs that they

shall learn of this Jesus, who is such a fountain of joy
our lives, and. we frequently meet with such utter careless-

ness and indifference that the tears start unbidden to our.

eyes, We realize there, as perhaps we cannot so fully
realize here, that nothing but the stﬁiﬁt of God can cause
them to accept this great blessing that we carry to them;
and this Spirit-is fiven in answer to your prayers, dear
sisters, as truly as in answer to ours.

A knowledge of medicine is a great help to a lady in
doing zepapa wark, Very many of these women are sick
and suffering, apd although wealthy thz would rather
die, than allow 4 male doctor to enter their rooms, and
many of them dp die whose lives might be prelonged. 1
remember an instance told to me by an eminent physi~
cian, when visitibg the bospitals in Madras. The previous
night a zenana woman was sick and the husband sent for
him ; he wegt to the house but was not permitted to go
in to see het.™ Her band was put through a hole in
wall that he might feel her pulse. He knew by enquir-
jes what was needed and saw by her pulse that she
had not long to-dive" unigss he could go in 1o do it, he
told them so, but the woman refused to allow him to enter.
He waiteq awhile, and the woman, becoming some- -
what uncohggjous, the husband at length tolc him to g in, -
and ber life was saved ; but, as he szid, only to be a life
of unhappiness and wretchedness. The husband would
cast her off as forever disgraced, and take another wife,
because the doctor had entered her room, though'at his
bidding. Now, said the doctor, if you had been there, you
could have gone in and done for her what | did, and she
would always bave looked upon you da ber very best
friend. | know there are women in Bobbili who will
always welcome me to their homes, and. listen to my
words, as they never would have done, if 1 had not
been able to belp thend in times of sickness and suffering, ..
I was called in to see a Brahmin woman one day, did
what I could for her,and two days after her husband -
came saying that she was very ill, and wanted me to go
and seeheragain. { wentdown in the evening, and there
she was in a room nwy darl, all alone, except her infant
crying in ber anms, and needing help badly cnough, but
neither mothes, sister, or aunt, would go near her, for fear
of defilenent. I went in and attended to ber, and when
she .was suffering less, I asked her, why I, a stranger,
would leave my own babé at home, and do for her



