
AND MISSION NEWS.

A LFTTER FROM J.\PAN.

Il E Rev. Masazo Kakuzen, native Japan
ese deacon, writing fron Matsuiioto
Siinîano, Japan, to tle geie al secretary
of tle Doinestic and Foreign Missionary

Society of the Church of England in Canada
thuns speaks of his work and prospects in Japan
It was mii the early part of May that I caine ul
here fromt Nagano withi my family, consisting
of imy wife and boy, and a niece of mine, whomr
I had brotught fron imy native place to Nagano
somiie tnie ago. Matsuiîoto used to be tht
resident tonn of Viscount Toda, who governed
then oer a territory of which the rexenue
anointed to 40,000 koku, a koku being equal
to 5.i3 bushels. There are tlree Christian
denominations represented heze besides the
Nippon Seikokxwai. They are the Roman
Catholics, numbering ioo ; Methodists, num-
hering 6u; Presbyterians, nmnbering 25; and
Seikokwai, numbering 5. The Society for the
Propaga tion of tle Gospel sent here, three
suimmiiers ago, a divinity student, who held a
s ries of preaching for a iunth or so, and got
a number of seekers, but hie was soon called
)ack to his school. Since then the work thus

started lias not been kept up. So wlien I came
liere I had to cominence oer agarin fron the
ploughing of the soil. There are two Chuîrch
iemibers besides our houschold, one baptized
by Mr. Waller at Nagano, and the other by
Rev. Tai, in Tokyo. I have two hopeful
seekers at present, who are diligently reading
the Bible. They are both oflicials of tle post-
office, which stands hard by our preaching
house. One of then vas admitted into a
catechlumîen lately, wliei Mr. WValler was here
holding a series of services.

I preach two evenings every weck. viz., Sun-
day and Wednesday. On Suinday I hold the
iorning service at ten for tle Christians only,
and Sundav-school at three in the afternoon.
'lie attendance at the Suiday-school is xcry
irregular, more children omîing on one Sunday
than the other.

\Ve feel greatly tle! nccessity of Christians
joinin.g together and encouraging each other in
such a retreated place like 'Matsuioto, where
railway comunication with Tokyo and otlier
principal towns is nlot easy, and only a simial
paition of the population enbraces ti- un
faith. To mecet this want the pastors and uate-
chists who are working in this town and in it s
neighborhood, in connection with the Metho-
list, Presbyterian, and Episcopal churches,
formied a norkers' meeting, which should lic
held once a nonth. to consumlt on mission wxork,
and to give lielp to aci other. I hobpe mucl
good vill result from this measture.

Rex. 'Mr. lamilton, of Nagoya, was up lere
this summnoer with his friend, Rev. Mr. Wcston,
of Kobe on their way to llida, and we had the

pleasure of partaking of thc Ioly Communion,
celebrated by the latter gentleman.

I suppose that Rev. Nlr. Foss. of Kobe, lias
passed through Canada on his way to England,
and that you have heard fromn hii about
Mliss Smith's work at Kobe, and our mission
in the province of Shinano.

Mr. \Valler went up to Tokyo on Mo.,iay to
Ieet Miss Paterson, who was due at Yoko-
haina on the 6th inst. I an also going down
to Nagano next NIonday to attend the workers'
meeting of our mission, and at the amie tinie
to meet uliss Paterson.

The war with Chira has taken up the whole
mind of the patriotic japanese. ''he Toronto
./rfil compared the Japanese enterprise of con
queringChina tothe frog'satteiipt atswallowxing
the bull. But xery few Japanese doubt now
of their final xictory over the Chinese. Tbc
Japaniese arny have twice won signal battles,
and the Japanese may has almnost destroyed
the ßlower of the Clhinese navy at the battle
fought off the island Kaiyoto on the 16th ilt.
Japanese Christians are not idle at this time.
They are diligent engaged in lreakiing idw n
popular prejudices against Christians, and re-
assuring themn of their patriotisn by raisng
money to he:p the Rled Cross .\ssoc iation, by
providing doctors and niedicine. and by relie% -
ing the bereaved famlilies of those who died in
the war. \Ve are carnestly praying for the
ceasing of the war by the %îttory of Japan, and
for recovering peace! once more by these easter n
countries. If the war is concluded in favor of
lapan, a new road vill be opened for t!e Church
u. Japan to ex angelize Corea and China, and
the coulntiry of the l ising Sun n ill become the
(.entre of missionary work, as well a the emii-
poriu;m of the oriental commerce.

TWO( STORIEiS.

l Il'l n was once an old I ndian, a
strange, savage-looking fellow. If
Nou liet him in the swaip you w-.ou:ll
like to have your rifle handy. This

. fellowx caime anlid stood before Ie, and
said, - Missionaiy, once mx hair was as ilack
as a crow s %%in,, lov it iS getting white.
Gray lairs here and grandchildren in tle wig-
w.uin tell me that I an getting to be an old
man. I nu\ etr iarid before such ihings as ou
told me to-day. I an so glad I lia% e not died
before learing this wonderful story. Stay as
long as )ou can, and wlien you haw to go
away cone back soon, for I have grandt lii
iren ;I have gray hairs, and nay îlot lie

nany ninters more ; comte back soon."
And lie turned as thouigh lie would go to his

place ; but lie soon again faced me and said,
Missionary, you said just now ' Our Father.'

That is xery sweet to lis."


