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made on behalf of the colony by Sir Charles
''Tupper reflect great credit upon his enterprise
and public spirit, and there cati be no doubt
thiat the recognition given yesterday to his
efforts by his Royal Ilighness will tend consid-
erably to advance greatly the interests of the
fine country hie represents.

THE CLYDESDALE CROSS QUESTION.

IIIGUI KNEE AcTIoN-MR. DOUGLAS HAS TIE

FLOOR.•

LivERI'OoL, 18th July, 1885.
To the Editor of THiE CANADIAN BREEDER.

It would never do to allow you to fir. ..ic
last shot at nie, so let me once more analyse
your remarks on myself and the nov happily
rather celebrated " Clydesdale cross " question
in your issue of June 26th.

I must premise my remarks by saying I fear
the springs must have got out of order in the
editor's easy chair, or his supper (on the even-
ing previous to writing on niy presumed theory)
must have been, let us say, ind!gestible, other-
wise surcly his peu would not have emitted so
much bile.

If, as lie says, ny proposed cross is by no
means new, let us have sorme particulars.
Where, when, and by whom have these crosses
been tried ? My contention was that it was
absolutely impossible that such crosses could
long since have been tried in thie States, and I
had good reason to know what I was talking
about, as not more than thirteen years ago I took
considerable numbers of Canadian-bred draughit
stalhuons to the States, principally Illinois and
Iowa, and so scarce -vere such animals that I
could then sell thuese half-breds for considerably
more money than thoroughîbred imported
hiorses bring to-day. And at the Grand Rapids,
Mich., State Fair in 1872, I think I had the
only inported draught horse in the Fair ; his
name was " Highland Chief, " and at that time
he weighed about 1,goo. This weight seemed
preposterous to the Michiganders, so inuch so
that he was ruled out of competition, being
considered too big, and I was the same evening
offered $1oo to put Iiimn in a tent for exhibition.
This I declined, and came home disgusted.
All this goes to show how much people in the
Western States (now the home of dratught
horses) knew about Clyde stallions 12 years
ago. Then look at the Centennial in Philadel-
phia. The gold medal was given te a half-bred
Canadian draught stallion, and exhibitors of
heavy horses were pestered morning, noon, and
night with absurd questions as to the suitabili-
ty of these, to theni, newly found animals.
Consequently I say it is impossible that the
cross bas been intelligently tried in the States.

In the next place, I am accused of iaving an
axe to grind and of writing ii the interest of
Shires and Clydesdaies. To show how utterly
silly and foolish such an accusation is I have
only to refer you to your own advertising
columns, where you will find I am ready and
willing to purchase all kinds of stock on com-
mission. Had.I stock for sale I should say so;

as a niatter of fact, however, I have not a
hoof, and in consequence am not in need of a
grindstone. This ought to be suflicient to
show I am not prejudiced, and I think I
can give good andsufficient reasons for sclecting
Clydesdale mares in preference to your favorite
Percherons and Suffolks. I gave my objec-
tions to both in my last, but I think in the case
of the Suffolks I onitted to say that here in
England they are to be had in Suffolk, and in
Suffolk only, and there they will renain. They
are not favorites anywherc, and consequently
have never found their way out of their own
county to any appreciable extent. As to the
Percherons, I have this to add, that had it not
been for the touting of one or two influential

, 1Twenty-fourth street dealers and another feel-
ing I will now describe, they never would have
gained what little notoriety they have. The
feeling I refer to is this. Americans of all
classes some years ago, whenever they made
a start for Yurup, passed through England
with all possible speed and never pulled up till
they got to Paris. When there they saw these
everlasting grey horses fron morning to night,
and grew to believe that they were unequalled.
When ready to return to the States our Anieri-
can friends were bent on passing through Eng-
land with all possible expedition again, and
had it not been for seeing a few cart horses
about the Liverpool docks, they would have
returned home thinking the Percherons were
the only draught horses in the world. Once
arrived in America, they were never tired of
trumpeting all sorts of buncomb about Paris
and its Percherons, so that when these wonders
really arrived in America people thought they
must have them anyhow.

This is fast righting itself, and will continue
to do so. The Americans acted in ignorance
and have to pay through the nose for their ex-
perience.

I see you finish up your article by saying
grey is as good as any other color. Of course
we all know the old saying, " A good horse is
never a bad color." That is Theory ; but Practice
says bay or brown, and both breeder and dealer
will say the sanie, for somehow people will re-
gard their pockets in these little matters.
Allow me in conclusion to compliment Mr. St.
George on his logical deductions in his letter
to you of the 26th. His letter I consider
capital from start to finish, and the effect
of crossing in other animals most conclusive.

In speaking of C. I. D. in your letter on
High Knec Action allow nie to suggest it would
have been clearer to your readers had you put
C. I. Douglas, and further to remark that lie is
not ashamed of what he wrote, and to add that
good animals with action will, in England, out-
sell trotters twice over, even though told by
THE BREEDER that "Practical horscmen " ship
trotters to advantage. Again, 1 say, who are
they, wlhere are they ? Should you be a bit
short of information on that head I fancy I
could supply you with somne.

Yours truly,
C. I. DOUGLAS.
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FIXING UP OLD HORSES.

Froii the Chicago iernid.

People who make a liing by selhng old
horses for young oncs, by means of clever de.
vices for freshening their appearance and con-
cealing their defects, are known to the police
and sporting fraternity as "lcopers." Thecir
tricks and niethods by-vhicl an old lorse or
diseased one is rejuvenated and " eixd up " so
as to look lii<e a five-year.old, until the bargain
is coipleted, are so numerous that it would re-
quire a book to describe them.

In attracting custoiers the "coper" resorts
to the advertisement columns of the daily
papers. He announces to "bona fide and cash
customers" somne astounding prodigy of horse-
flesh which must be sold for next to nothing
on account of the financial embarrassnent of
the owner, the death of the head of the family,
remoal fron the city, or some sudh plausible
reason. The advertisement also sets forth
that the animal is warranted to be what is re-
presented-in fine, the wording of the an-
nouncement is such as to make the tverage
reader believe in the hioncsty of the troubled
owner of the horse without the shadow of a
doubt.

The class of horses upon which the « coper"
operates is known to the ",horse jockey " by
the slang term of " Adam." It is an aged
equine of sorme blood, but sadly betraying the
ravages of time. To cover up the latter tem-
porarily until the animal has changed owr.ers,
and until the price is paid, is the scicntific
achievement of the "coper." For instance,
the horse's teeth will slant outward at a most
acute angle, a well-known sign of equine senility.
He will have deep depressions over the eyes,
which also give hin a very ancien t appearance,
and finally lie will.ishow white hair all over
his coat. To get rid of these signs of going
dovn the hill the " coper" resorts to various
tricks. ]3y means of a file hoe speediiy reduces
the teeth of the "old critter " to the lengtli of
those of a five-year-old, and by a cfever process,
called " bishoping," lie manages to imitate the
dark marks or cavitios ahic are to be found
on the bitîng edges of aIl youing hiorse's teeth.
This is done by a hot iron, which burn out a
cavity in the tooth, making the latter look like
the real thing, at least to the uninitiated or
casual observer.

Hair dye of all conceivable shades, and mix-
ed upon scientific prnciples, reduces the white
hair which bas been bleached by the exposure
of ycars, to the prevailing color of the coat of
the "hoss." The third process indulged in by
the "coper " is that of - gypping," or " puffing
the glims." It is as important as the manipu-
lation of the teeth, because it gives the features
of the animal a youthful appearance. The
sunken cavities over the eyes arc treated in
this manner: The loose skin, which in very
old horses nearly drops over the eyes, is punc-
tured, and the " cooper ' proceeds to blow up
the hollows either with his lips or with a small
bellows constructed for the purpose. The fine
punctures close up readily, the depression is
obliterated, and in its place a smooth brow of
youthful appearance is seen.

As lias been xemarked, all these attempts to
renew the " old Adam " are of a very transitory
nature, but they last long enough to deceive
the purchaser. .The latter is only too eager to
bite at a bargain which, to all outward appear-
ances is a very profitable one. The price is
immensely chcap, and consequently the guar-
antee is not very closely looked after. The
horse is taken to the buyer's stable, where,
after being groomed the ne.xt morning, the ani-
mal looks as if a score of winters hiad passed
over his head in one night.


