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GRAFTING.

As this is an important operation which
every farmer who has an orchard, (and every
farmer should have an orchard) ought to be
able to perform himself, we insert explanatory
cuts and a few brief explanations.

When the branch to be grafted is of the
same size with the scion, the operation of graft-
ing is very simple and perfect. This mode is
called splice grafting. (fig. 1.) By a smooth
sloping cut upwards on the stock, a, and down-
wards on the scion, b; you make the two fit
50 that the inner bark of one corresponds
with that of the other; then bind them firmly
together with a strand of matting, or the like,
cover the wounds with grafting. clay or waxy,
and the operation is complete. But as the
size of the stallr is generally larger than the
scion, other modes are necessary which require
more skill. The two most common are called
longue grafting, (fig. 2:) and cleft grafting,
(tig. 8.) 'The following with the aid of the cuts
will sufficiently desevibe them i~

In Tongue Grafting.—Having choson your stock of
the proper sizo, cut it off at the point where, a, it ap-
pears best to fit the graft. If the stock is quite sinall,
it may be within three or four inches of the ground.—
Thon, with a vesy shap knife, make a smooth cut

upwards, b, about two inches in_length. Next make
aslit, from the top of this cut about one-fourtli of tie

way downwards, ¢, taking out a thin tongue of wood, |

Cut the scion four or five inches long, or so as to have
threo buds: then shape the lower end with a single
smooth sloping cut, ¢, aboutthe same length as that on
e stock, and make the tongue upwards, f, to- fit in
tho sht of the downward stock.. Now-apply the scion

8c:urately to the stock making4e innor bark of tho
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scion fit exactly the inner bark of the stock, at lea't
on one side. Witheut changing their position, tio
them together carefully with a picco of bass-_mamng
or {ape, %. And finally cover thie wogmd with well
prepared grafiing <lay or wax, 2. This l’xa!I of clay
should more than cover the union, by an inch cbovo‘
aud below, and should be about an ineh thick. T
grafiing wawn uscd{ the eovering nesd not bo ubove
half an inch thick.

In a monti’s time, if the grafthas taken. it will be
expanding its leaves and sonding out shoots. It will
then bo necessary-to-rub or cut off ull shoots between
tho ball and the ground, if it is a small stock, or all
those which would rob it of a piincipal share of nour-
ishment, if upon a large treo. ~ If the scion or stock is
very weak, it is usual to leave one or two other buds
for a time to assist.in drawing np the sap. About the
end of July, after a rainy day, you may removeo the
ball of clay, and, if the graftis secumely united, also
tho bandage; and the angle Joft at the top of the
stock, a, should-now bo cut off smoothly, in order to
allow tho ba.k of tho stock and the scion to heal neat-
1y over the whole wound. .

Though it is littly attended to in cormnmon practice,

" thio amateur will Be giad to know that the snccess of a

graft is always greatly insaved by choosing tho parls
50 that  bud is left noar the top of the stock, &, and
another near the bottom of the scion.

Cleft grafting is a very easy mode, and isin more
comfi(;n'xgu;{s than any other i?: this countyry und the
United States. It is chiofly practiced un large stocks.
or troos the branches of which have been lmgc?ed
back, and ave too large for tongue-grafting, The
Read of tho stock is fir-t cut over horizontally with the
saw, andsmoothed with a knife. A cloft abont two

. fnches dbep is then made in the stoch with a.hammer

and splitting knife. Tho ecion is now prepared, by
sloping its lower end'in the form of a.\vedge about an
inchand a halflong, eaving it a little thicker onthoouter
odgo. Opening tho cleft with the splitting-knife,. or 2

-small chisel for that-purpose; push. the scion. carefully

down to its place, fiting it inner badlzan one side to
that of ono side of the stock. When the stock is large



