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and pebbles, Of whatever can be got. Thefe
piles, when decayed, n>ay be raken out j and
new ones may be fixed in their places, without
injuring the fuperftrudure.
" ThaI" if the eJcpence of building (lone-foun-

dations be compared with the advantages, it

will be found to be very inconfiderable. Sup-
pofe that a wooden fort was to be built in any
place in the Bay where ftones are to be got : a
mafon in England would get ftones, and lay a

foundation for fuch a building as York'fort, for

Icfs than twenty pounds •, but allowing for the

difference of the price of labour in Hudfon's-
Bay, a ftone-bottom raifed a foot or more above
the ground would not exceed fifty pounds. Up-
on this the fort might be ere<5led j round wliich

I would have pieces two or three inches fquare

faftened perpendicularly againft the log-waU a-

bout a foot afunder, their ends refting upon the

ftone-bottom : thefe (hould be well lathed and
rough- caft with good mortar j by which means
the log-wall would be kept fecure from wet, and
would laft as long as the beams or any of the

timber within : it is evident upon infpefting any

old building, that timber carefully kept from
wet will remain found and ferviceable fixty or

eighty years. Now if the sexpence of keeping

a fort ftrong and fit for fervice fixty or eighty

years, be compared with that of rebuilding it

twice within the fame time, there furely can be

no room for hefitating which method to take

;

efpecially if it be confidered, of what impor-

tance it is to keep the woods near the

fettlements from being cut away, and how
great a favihg of timber a ftone-foundatioii

would make every time the fort was rebuilt. I

remember to have feen rough-caft about the old

fort upon Hayes*s-river : but it was laid on in

D " fuch
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