STEPHEN GRATTAN'S FAITH.

CHAPTER 1. ¢

AN OLD STORY.

TEPHEN GRATTAN had been a drunkard,
and was now a reformed man. John
Morely had been a drunkard, and
was trying to reform. His father,
though not a total abstainer, had
lived and died a temperate man.
But John Morely was not like his
father. He had in him, the neigh-
bours said, “the makings” of a
better or a worse man than ever his
father had been; and when, after his mother's
death, the young builder brought home the pretty
and good Alice Lambton as “his wife, a “better
man” they all declared he was to be for they
believed that now he would not be in danger from
his one temptation. But as his business increased,
his temptation increased. He was an intelligent
man, and a good fellow besides ; and his society
was much sought after by men who were lovers of
pleasure. ~ Some of them were men who occupied



