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■ STORM SWEEPS 
EASTERN STATES

BURGLARS’ RICH HAUL MR. McPHILUPS ON 
QUESTIONS OF DAY FRANCE’S CHAIN 

OF FRIENDSHIP
time available to our settlers will be 
taken up and solved. And I look for
ward with the utmost confidence to 
this being done at a very early day.

As to Immigration 
In regard to the Immigration act I 

must say that it does not become our 
Liberal friends opposite to take the 
position they have indicated in respect 
to the réintroduction of the Natal act. 
For, as a matter of fact, the Hon 
David Mills, an eminent Liberal min
ister of justice, when the" lieutenant- 
governor reserved bis assent to a simi
lar bill, declared in his able report 
upon the subject that whenever a 
lieutenant-governor reserved his as
sent to any bill the proper course that 
the government in question ‘should 
pursue in such circumstances, was to 
reintroduce the bill in the very next 
session of the legislature and to have 
it passed through its regular stages in 
the usual way; as a preliminary to 
re-submission to the lieutenant-gov
ernor. (Hear, hear.) And such ap
pears to be the policy of the govern
ment in the present case.

Premier McBride’s Mission

RUMORED PLOT 
AGAINST FLEET

BRITONS COME TO CANADA
Former Resident of Victoria Suffers 

Heavy Loss at Portland, 
Oregon

Official Returns Show Great Propor
tion of Emigrants Heading for 

This Country
A former prominent resident of Vic

toria, John Douglas, now a resident of 
Portland, Ore., fell prey to a gang of 
burglars who last Sunday night, while 
he and Mrs. Douglas and Miss Grant, 
a sister of Mrs. Douglas, were away 
from their home, entered Mr. Douglas' 
den by prying open a window. As 
the house was empty the burglars 
locked the doors and after opening 
every window on the ground floor to 
render escape easy in case of inter
ruption the bold crooks made a clean 
sweep of the house. Jewels, heirlooms, 
a sword and belt studded with jewels, 
which had been the property of Sir 
James Douglas, presented to him by 
Queen Victoria, and also a quantity 
of clothing, were taken from Mr. 
Douglas’ room and adjoining rooms. 
In an upstairs chamber was a safe 
containing a quantity of jewelry and 
money and the burglars had started 
to drill their way into the safe when 
they were interrupted by the arrival 
of the Chinese servant. They bolted 
with what loot they could collect and 
escaped through one of the 
stair windows.

When Mr. and Mrs. Douglas return
ed home about 8 o'clock in the evening 
they found that a diamond ring and 
diamond pendant, the property of Miss 
Grant, and valued at *1,000, were miss
ing. From Mrs. Douglas'

General Remarks of Member 
for Islands in the House 

Thursday

Montreal, Jan. 24.—A London special 
Today’s British officialcable says: 

emigration returns shows Canada’s 
unquestioned supremacy among coun
tries receiving British emigrants.

In 1906 Canada received 6,300 more 
Britishers than the United States and 
in 1907 she received 16,969 more. The 
rest of the British empire is nowhere 
compared to Canada. Despite the as
sisted passages Australia received 
only 14,369, as against Canada’s 17,- 
586. Of course, ' a large proportion of 
these are adults, 
to say that Britain presented to Can
ada last year a population hardly less 
than that of the provincg of Saskatche
wan. A remarkable feature is that this 
unprecedented British exodus syn- j 
chronizes with an unprecedently large 
foreign trade.

New York Suffering Severely 
From Heavy Snow and 

Frost

: Men Arrested at Rio on Charge 
of Conspiring to Blow Up 

the Ships

M, Delcasse Speaks to Cham
ber of Deputies on Her 

PositionMr. A. E. McPhillips, K. C„ the 
member for the islands, on Thursday 
afternoon addressed to the house the 
following observations upon the other 
subjects contained in the speech from 
the Throne, previous to taking up the 
constitutional question arising out of 
the lieutenant-governor’s refusal of 
assent to the Natal act, his remarks 
of which were published yesterday.

Mr. Speaker, before I enter upon a 
discussion of the constitutional side 
of the question which is now under 
the consideration of the house, I wish 
to make a few preliminary and per
tinent observations. The hon. mem
ber for the Delta, who has just taken 
his seat, has said that the subject 
which is before the house should be ap
proached in a scrupulously calm and 
methodical

SEVERAL DEATHS RESULT
ONE CANADIAN IMPLICATED THE MOROCCO QUESTION

It is probably true
Traffic is Blocked in Various 

Parts of the Eastern 
Country

Plot Said to Have Been Discov
ered in Paris and Warn

ing Sent Out

Regarded as Bluff Germany’s 
Covert Threat of War 

in 1905
Some surprise has been expressed at 

the appearance in Amsterdam papers 
of an advertisement for 20,000 Hollan
ders for construction work on the 
Grand Trunk Pacific work, to extend 
over seven or eight years at *10.40 a 
week, in eastern Canada and $13.20 in 
Western Canada.

The Grand Trunk manager here says 
the advertisement inserted under in
structions from London 
agents is absolutely without the au
thority of the Grand Trunk Pacific 
management, 
to other proceedings.

The management adds: No one was 
authorized to contract labor for the 
Grand Trunk or Grand Trunk Pacific 
during the winter months.

Now, sir, in regard to the mission 
of the hon. the prime minister to Eng
land, an attempt has been made here 
as well as by the Liberal press of the 
country to throw ridicule upon that 
mission; but I submit, sir, without fear 
of contradiction, that throughout the 
length and breadth of the Dominion, s*ble for the alleged plot to destroy 
the step taken by the hon. the prime 
minister has received universal com
mendation. (Applause.) Although we 
are one of the youngest provinces of 
the dominion with a very large area of 
territory and a small population, it 
Is a matter for both pride and satis
faction that we have a first minister 
who is altogether too firm and too in
dependent in his character to allow 
himself to be controlled by the views 
of the other premiers at the confer
ence held in Ottawa. (Cheers.) And 
I consider it a matter for congratula
tion on the part of every member of 
this assembly that we have a premier 
so forceful and so strong that he could 
go down into the capital of this great 
Dominion and maintain with vigor 
and with success the rights and the 
Interests * of this great province.
(Cheers.) And when the hon. gentle
man took the decisive step of going to 
the foot of the throne, he was able to 
obtain in the performance of his 
arduous task, material assistance from 
the' ministers of the crown, who in 
their politics belong to the great 
Liberal party of England. (Cheers.)

And it is perfectly idle in all these 
circumstances for my hon. friends op
posite to cast ridicule upon the hon. 
gentleman’s .mission, which was so 
clearly successful in its results.
(Cheers.)

New York, N. Y., Jan. 24.—New York 
tonight is digging itself out of a foot 
of snow so unevenly divided that while 
exposed and unfrequented spots like 
Coney Island have been blown bare, 
the borough thoroughfares are left 
with drifts that impede the progress 
of man and beast, and in the more 
open sections have tied up street cars 
and vehicle traffic. Tomorrow morn
ing will find something like normal 
conditions restored, but in the mean
time there will be no aid from rain, 
the sovereign street cleaner of the 
metropolis, unless the weather man 
misses his guess.

Tonight the temperature, was fall
ing slightly, and the snow promised 
to stay for another day at least. The 
snowstorm which crept Into town so 
slyly last night that its real intentions 
were never suspected until it had got
ten a firm grip on things continued 
until past noon today, and after the 
Snowfall desisted a half gale swept 
I he air full of flurries that kept the 
walks covered as fast as they were 
cleaned, clogging the wheels of traf
fic and keeping the boats off shore.

The storm was the first of import
ance of the season, and the ardent 
prayer of the New Yorker is that it 
will prove to have been also the 
worst. Much suffering has been oc
casioned. There has been the usual 
toll of death exacted and the monetary 
damage rims into the thousands.

There is a merciful point in the 
storm, which gives employment to 
thousands of the unemployed at street 
cleaning. All who sought employment 
from last midnight found it readily 
and at good wages. The man with the 
shovel was everywhere in demand. 
The street cleaning department em
ployed some 1,000 shovellers, the trac
tion companies as .many more, and 
thousands of others earned many dol
lars from householders by shovelling 
off walks that a munificent providence 
allowed to be promptly filled again, to 
the pecuniary advantage of the next 
labor seeker who chanced by.

Even with all who would work, the 
streets in the outlying sections could 
not be kept open, and many a house 
owner who had waded home after a 
day in the office was obliged to spend 
the evening in a more or less futile ef
fort to comply with the sidewalk 
cleaning ordinance. Probably the most 
poignnant distress Was experienced by 
the several thousand genuine tramps 
who have ridden into town on the hard 
times wave, and since enjoyed the 
city’s bounty, awoke to find them
selves confronted with an unmistak
able opportunity to work. Some rose 
to the occasion, and others shifted 
their lodgings.

As the day grew shorter and the 
mercury fell the cold pinched in many 
quarters, and tonight the charity so
cieties had their hands full.

Rio Janeiro, Jan. 20.—There 
further developments today, according 
to the local police, in the efforts being 
made to unearth the persons respon-

Paris, Jan. 24.—During the discus
sion today in chamber of deputies of 
the interpellation on Morocco intro
duced by M. Jaurès, Socialist, M. Del
casse addressed the chamber for the 
first time since his retirement from the 
ministry of foreign affairs in 1905. He 
received an ovation such as had not 
been witnessed in the chamber of de
puties for months, and it did not come 
from the members Of his party alone. 
The speech was in defence not only ot 
his Moroccan policy but of his general 
policy of friendly ententes with for
eign nations.

The Moroccan policy initiated by 
him, M. Delcasse declared, was based 
on the principle of France’s prédom
inent position in North Africa, which 
compelled her to prevent any other 
power establishing an influence at Fez, 
where it would become a menace to 
Algeria. M. Delcasse created 
thing of a stir by describing the covert 
threat of war, unless France took the 
dispute concerning Morocco to the Al- 
geeiras convention for adjustment, as 
a German bluff. Rather than yield, he 
declared, he had retired from the for
eign ministry.

Nevertheless Germany’s object, which 
was, he said, to break the circle of 
France’s advances and friendships, 
had failed. France’s policy of forti
fying her International position had 
twice saved the peace of the world. 
It had solved ,the differences exist
ing between France and Great Britain 
and drawn Spain and Italy closer to
gether without displeasing Russia.

Seven years ago, while France was 
prostrated and isolated, Germany, her 
conqueror, was building up the triple 
alliance, continued M. Delcasse, at 
least our present chain of alliances 
and ententes, forged after infinite 
pains, guaranteed our security for the 
future. The whole world recognized 
that the Anglo-France entente 
vented a universal conflagration 
ing the Russo-Japanese war. 
greatest peril now lies not abroad but 
in the internal dissensions at home. 
If we stand true to our alliances, 
France will remain the mistress of her 
destinies.”

Although he had opposed taking the 
Moroccan question to Algeciras, M. 
Delcasse said he had done nothing to 
embarrass the government, and since 
'the whiiguflons or the treaty of-Alge
ciras had been accepted, Frahce must 
honestly abide by them.

were
down-

way. We all know the 
hon. gentleman’s pugnaciousness, in 
debate, and I must say that I have 
known him, and not iAig since, make 
hustings statements which were in 
manner very far indeed from being 
calm and methodical, besides being at 
times rather hysterical (hear, hear), 
and I think, sir, that before I 
elude the observations which I 
pose to present to this house upon the 
constitutional issue I will be able to 
demonstrate to this house what not 
unfrequently occurs in the history of 
parliaments, that the hon. gentleman 
(Mr. Oliver) has but once again afford
ed a most admirable illustration of 
the rather well known fact that a lit
tle—and a very little—knowledge of 
constitutional law is a very dangerous 
thing, indeed. (Cheers.) 
gentleman is well acquainted with the 
agricultural Industry, and is quite 
pable in "other respects, but still in 
the very nature of things, it is quite 
impossible for him to enter with any 
particular credit to himself upon the 
peculiar domain on which he has been 
floundering during the past few hours, 
(cheers), and I cannot but think that 
many a, shudder must have passed 
through the minds of the hon. the 
leader of the opposition, and of the 
hon. member for Yale as they listened 
to the many ponderous utterances of 
that hon. gentleman upon this con
stitutional question. (Applause.)

Question of Interruptions 
The hon. member for Yale has taken 

objection because while he was ad
dressing this house I have interrupted 
him on one or two occasions. I regret 
very much the fact that the hon. gen
tleman seems to think that Y have in
terrupted him simply for the purpose 
of throwing him oft his line of argu
ment. As far as I am concerned, I 
have only this to say, while I am 
upon this subject: That I will only be 
too glad to be interrupted on this or 
any other occasion whenever any hon. 
member desires to obtain a fuller ex
planation of the matter I may he en
gaged in discussing. (Hear; ,)iear.)
'If the hon.. gentleman ha* studied, 

the history of modern parliaments' 
he will see what is the practices in this 
respect; and he will find that the pres
ent leader of the house of Commons 
in England, Sir Henry Campbell-Ban
nerman, is time and again interrupted 
in the course of his speeches; and he 
win further perceive that that right 
hon. gentleman always preserves his 
temper on such occasions, and gives 
a proper answer to the member of the 
house in question. (Hear, hear.) The 
idea kept in view in these popular as
semblies is that they should not be 
mere debating societies, where hon. 
gentlemen may make set and more or 
less admirable speeches, but that we 
are here to discuss and deliberate upon 
the affairs of the country. (Hear, 
hear.) And it very often happens that 
the very right moment for making 
such an interruption is just when some 
pertinent matter occurs to some hon. 
member. I have heard of the Right 
Hon. A. J. Balfour time and time again 
stopping in his speeches to answer 
objections and interpellations; the very 
things which the hon. member for 
Yale thinks ought not to be permitted 
to occur in this house.

part of the United States fleet now in 
this harbor. Several arrests have been 
made. The band which is supposed to 
have organized the plot Is made up.of 
foreigners. It presumably is 
posed of five Italians, one Canadian 
and two Germans. John Fehder is 
one of the Germans. Three of the 
Italians have been arrested, and it is 
believed that the other members of 
the band have been taken into custody 
at Sao Paulo.

case were 
stolen a valuable gold cross, of his
toric value, and a pair of valuable 
French opera glasses, while a sealskin 
coat valued at *600 and *175 in cash, 
besides a large amount of solid sil
verware, were gone. No clue to the 
burglars or missing property has yet 
been obtained by the Portland police.

steamship

com- Their action may lead
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ANNOUNCEMENTS IN 
OFFICIAL GAZETTE

Warned From Paris.
Paris _ Jan. 20.—The reports cabled 

from Rio Janeiro that the Brazilian 
authorities were warned from Paris of 
a possible attempt to blow up the 
American battleship fleet while in the 
harbor there are true. ..

Some time ago certain suspicions 
indicating the existence of a plot to 
destroy the whole or a portion of the 
fleet, either at Rio Janeiro or in the 
straits of Magellan, were aroused and 
naturally communicated 
Washington, 
was reported to have conveyed ex
plosives for the use of the conspira
tors to Rio Janeiro, arriving there 
about the middle of December, and 
John Fed her, ,whose name is mention
ed in the Rio despatches, was one of 
the men whose name

MANY MEASURES 
WERE INTRODUCED some-

The hon.
Prince Rupert “Empire" Is 

Now Incorporated Company 
—Many Appointments

Important Bills Given Their 
First Reading at Yester

day’s Session

ca

te Rio and 
A chartered steamer

In the British Columbia Gazette for 
the current week notice of the incor
poration of the “Empire Printing 
Company, Limited,” with a capital of 
*26,000 is given. The company is to 
acquire the paper published by John 
Houston in Prince Rupert and known 
as “The Empire” as well as the print
ing and publishing business carried on 
by the same party.

The following appointments are ga
zetted: I

James'Watson Devlin, of Golden, to 
be a justice of the peace in and for the 
province of -British Columbia.

Hector Martin Finlayson to be a 
clerk in the treasury department, such 
appointment to date from December 
6, 1897.

Charles William Dlgby Clifford and 
Hugh Cuthbert Keefer, of Victoria, 
barrister and solicitor, to be notaries 
public in and for the province of Brit
ish Columbia.

George Sage, of Vancouver, to-be a 
notary public in and for the province 
of British Columbia.

Frederic L. Wiimer to be a 
draughtsman in the department of 
lands and works, such appointment to 
date from July 1, 1903.

The following have been appointed 
to act under the Provincial Elections’ 
act, as Commissioners for taking affi
davits:

Cranbrook Electoral District—John 
Foster Hutchcroft, of Cranbrook.

Victoria City Electoral District—OH. 
H. Nash, Paul J. Fleming, William 
Murray, Andrew Blygh, Charles Mal- 
landaine, Percy K. Winch, Edward 
Bragg, J. W. Bolden, Frank Jones, R. 
Eccles, James Huxtable, Harry May
nard, C. M. Cookson, H. Rivers, A. 
Monteith, C. W. Blacks lock, Frank 
Leroy, L. S. Eaton, C. A. Gass, Frank 
Davèy. Edward Townley, Charles H. 
Tite, William Wriglesworth, all of the 
city of Victoria.

Yale Electoral District — Marcus 
Bailey, Andrew W. Rolston, John Ç. 
Smith, Mark Dumond, Robert Fallen, 
Jas. Orr Haddock, Phillip Parke, Wil
liam Frisken, all of Ashcroft.

Revelstoke Electoral District—Nor
man Moore, Wentworth Smythe, Theo
dore J. Wadman, Edward Trimble, 
Thos. J. Wadman, Frank H. Corson, 
W. H. Humphreys, John Hume, Rob
ert Smith, P. L. S„ Alex. W. McIntosh, 
of Revelstoke; Geo. B. Campbell, Wm. 
G. Smith, of Arrowhead; Cory Men- 
hennick, ames A. Lade, of Camborne; 
A D. McKay, William Street, of Bea
ton; JRussel Evans, of Comaplix. .

Victoria City Electoral District — 
David McIntosh, Victoria.

Yale Electoral District—Sidney U. 
Thomas, of Merritt; George A. Kerr, 
of Coutlee; Archibald Jackson, of Mer
ritt; Richard A. Fraser, of Nicola; 
George McCullough, of Otter Valley; 
Daniel Mclnnes, Charles L. Flick, of 
Lower Nicola; Edward G. Walker, of 
Cold water;. John C. Laycock, of Mam- 
ette Lake; William McNeill, of Cout
lee; EdwarjB B. Tingley, Duncan Mc-

Llewellyn
Thompson, of Voght Valley; William 
G. Murray, of Merritt.

The following companies have been 
incorporated under the "Companies 
Act":

The Acme Clothing Company, Lim
ited, with a capital of *10,000.

The Chase Lumber Company, 
ited, with a capital of *10,000.

Columbia Valley Fruit Lands, Lim
ited, with a capital of *500,000.

E. W. Leeson, Limited, with a cap
ital of *100,000.

Copperhead Mining Company, Lim
ited, with a capital of *300,000.

The Kincolith

By the terms of a bill introduced at 
the session of the legislature yesterday 
by Hon. Capt. Tatlow, and given its 
first reading, ‘‘the capital stock of any 
farmers’ institute or of any body. in
corporated under the provisions of 
section 15 of the act may with the 
consent qf the lieutenant-governor in 
council be increased to the amount set 
out in said consent"

The change (s an important one. It 
will be remembered that by the terms 
of the act, farmers’ institutes are In
corporated under special circum
stances. The incorporation fees amount 
to practically nothing. In an ordinary 
case of increased capitalization the 
fees would run up to a considerable 
figure. By the present measure these 
fees will be practically nil.

Another bill Introduced by the fin
ance minister and given its first read
ing was the act to ament the Revenue 
act. This is the act which changes 
,the fiscal year making it end March 31 
Instead of June 36; - r The change is an 
important one. In that it will enable 
the legislature to receive public ac
counts up to within a closer time of 
the sitting of the house than has been 
possible under the existing system.

Thus under the present law, at the 
present session the public accounts 
submitted at the opening of the house 
only include up to June 30, 1907.

The clause which is substituted for 
the existing one is as follows :

“45. The said public accounts shall 
Include the period from the first day 
of April in one year to the thirty-first 
day of March in the next year, inclu
sive, which period shall constitute the 
financial year. All estimates submit
ted to the legislature shall be for the 
financial year.”

The amendments effected by this act 
shall take effect on and from the first 
day of July, 1908.

A bill "entitled an act to regulate the 
sale, purchase and transfer of stocks of 
goods in bulk” was introduced by the 
attorney-general and given its first 
reading.

The bill simply provides that the 
purchaser of a stock of goods In bulk 
shall obtain from the yéndor a statu
tory declaration as to the vendor’s 
creditors. In the event oi the fore
going provision not being complied 
with and purchase money being applied 
in payment of claims, it is further 
dained that the sale shall be deemed 
fraudulent and void.

An act providing for the validation 
of certificate issued the Greenwood 
Waterworks company is also introduc
ed by the attorney-general.

A bill amending the Summary Con
victions Act was introduced by the at
torney-general. It provides that the 
burden of proof in certain cases affect
ing licensees shall rest upon the defend
ant.

was revealed 
.here as an accomplice in the conspir
acy. The alleged plot is supposed to 
have some rather startling ramifica
tions, but the evidence çlong this line 
is far from conclusive, and rests chief
ly upon the statement of an individ
ual whose record was subsequently 
proved to be anything but creditable.

Consequently the whole affairs is 
regarded with much skepticism, and, 
indeed, the presumption has been that 
it may have been a deliberately 
cocted scare. In any event, it is now 
believed here that if the plot actually 
did exist the timely warning and the 
precautions taken have completely 
frustrated the plans of the conspira
tors at Rio Janeiro and compelled them 
to transfer their opérations further 

to, if not to abandon 1thCm en
tirely. The latter hypothesis is con
sidered here to be most probable.

Only a few treated the story serious
ly; others regarded it as fantastic, 
while many dismissed the whole affair 
as a myth.

The report today from Rio Janeiro 
has been characterized as another 
weird chapter of the story. It is be
lieved here that the act of the Rio 
Janeiro police grew out of the infor
mation forwarded to Rio Janeiro and 
Washington from this city.

The story as given by those re
sponsible for it is substantially as fol
lows :

A young man of good faipily residing 
here, claims to have overheard snatch
es of a telephone conversation in which 
vague references were made to the 
cruise of the American fleet and of 
plans concerning the fleet which were 
being hatched at a certatp cafe. The 
young man communicated his informa
tion to an American official in Paris, 
and also established a surveillance of 
tire cafe. It is claimed observation at 
the cafe disclosed several suspicious 
characters, holding mystérious meet
ings. Their movements are said to 
have been traced and their plans in 
part learned as to the shipment of ex
plosives to Brazil. When the sus
picious parties were .surprised they 
are said to have shown fight, and in 
a scrimmage which ensued the young 
inan claims to have snatched a por
tion of the paper over which they were 
poring, containing the cabalistic words 
“menaced, destroy,” supposed to mean 
“If menaced, destroy.’’

learning Sent On
Washington, Jan. 20. — That the 

American government was cognizant 
of the existence of the belief of ul
terior designs against the battleships 
in the harbor of Rio Janeiro, was ad
mitted today in administration circles A bm to amend the "Bush Fire Act" 
The news first reached here by way of was also introduced by Mr Bowser The 
Paris, where somebody communicated act provides additional penalties' for 
It to the American embassy. There anyone guilty of infractions of the or- 
the officials were quick to send the 1 Sinai act. The amending clause reads 
news along to the State Department at as„i,„ows:
Washington, which in turn sent it aeSlect8 or re-
forvvatd to the American embassy at ot thls act anv*
Rio Janeiro and also forwarded it to shall be liable, upon summary convfc- 
the Navy Department. The intima- tion before a justice of the peace, to a 
tions contained were vague and inde- penalty not exceeding two hundred dol- 
flnite as to details, yet in view of the lttrs and not less than fifty dollars, and 
great importance of the matter and tho in default of payment thereof, to im
possibilities which might develop were Pr,sonment for a term not exceeding six 
the officials on the scene* not informed, tv°nJhZù a£e fn Mediti°nettu suc!*i pen5l" 

l0St in transmitting it to damage^ at the suit o? any peraon°whose 
, , . . property has been Injured or destroyed

' The data’ forwarded to Washington by any such fire; and any railway com- 
it is understood, contained the names pany permitting a locomotive engine to 
of some of those persons who, it was ran ,n violation of the provisions of sec- 
alleged, were engaged in the anarchis- tln 7 of tots act shall be liable upon 
tic plot, but their names -were not dis- c?ilvlclioi1 .^efore a justice of

‘0dayu dX^f oV‘each P»f fen?e,°in7 shau”!^
While admitting that some damage be liable to civil action for any dam- 

might be done under- the most favor- 'ages that may have resulted from negli- 
able circumstances by persons having gence in this regard.” 
evil designs against a battleship, many 
of the officers who discussed the mat
ter pointed out how difficult this would 
be in the absence of the most approved 
apparatus in mine-laying operations 
by skilled persons.

Public Expenditures
—'Now, sir, In respect to the expendi
ture of public money, I merely wish to 
say this: It occurs to me that, even 
though we represent constituencies 
which either in whole or in part, are 
under municipal organization, we 
should not be entirely cut off from 
sharing in the consolidated fund of 
the province, and I submit for the con
sideration of the hon. the Prime Min
ister and of his colleagues, when they 
are framing the estimates, that there 
are even in municipalities, public 
works, which justify some expenditure 
out of the revenues, of the province, 
and one of these to my opinion, is 
certainly to be found in the main c< 
munication which: exend from district 
to district throughout the . province. 
(Hear-hear).

Trunk roads, in partitiular, even 
though they pass through, municipally 
organized territory should receive some 
assistance from provincial funds.

Provincial Finances

pre-
dur-ïr Our

con-

om-
afle

-o-

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 
HOLDS FIRST MEETING

In respect to the finances of the 
province, it is indeed most gratifying 
to learn, that they have been brought 
into such a prosperous condition and 
further, that our most optimistic views 
in relation to our finances have been 
adequately and most completely real
ized. (Cheers).

During the elections, I stated my 
strong belief, that under Conservative 
administration, the credit of the prov
ince should be rehabilitated in the 
money markets of the world, while 
the resources of the province would 
be wisely and properly conserved, 
and further, that such an Inrush of 
capital and such a revival of indus
try would then take place that it 
would be quite possible for the govern
ment to reduce taxation. Even some 
of my friends deemed this doubtful, 
but I have, I am most happy to say 
proved to have been right, and my 
constituents have told me, one after 
another, that in many instances, their 
taxation has been cut in two, while 
in other cases this has been reduced 
by one-third. (Cheers). This is, sir, 
a most gratifying fact, and especially 
is this the case in a farming commun- 
people are compelled to struggle along 
under rather adverse conditions. (Ap
plause).

It is my firm belief, sir, that 
through the adoption of a proper pol
icy and through a wise and intelli
gent conservation of the immense re
sources, which this province undoubt
edly possesses, it will be quite possi
ble for the government to reduce tax
ation to a vanishing point. (Cheers) ; 
just in the same manner, sir, that un
der wise and able management, large 
dividends accrue to the shareholders 
in our corporate Institutions. (Ap
plause). For if, sir, these corporations, 
which only possess a scintilla of our 
Immense national resources are enabled 
to divide amongst themselves, large 
dividends, It should be surely possible, 
in the hands of âtfle and progressive 
men, to so develop the resources of this 
province, that the vanishing point in 
regard to taxation shall be reached.
I therefore, sir, look forward to the 
day when this happy condition in our 
affairs will be brought about. (Cheers). 
And I am moreover, sir, strongly of the 
opinion that the hon. the Minister of 
Finance is entitled, not merely at the 
hands of the members of my own 
party, but of all the members of 
this legislature, to our most hearty 
thanks and to the warmest commen
dation for the extraordinary degree of 
success, which has attended his most 
careful, most shrewd, most indefatiga
ble management of the financial 
fairs of this great province. (Cheers).

The Bowery bread lines, perhaps 
the most pitiful of the city’s public 
exhibitions of poverty, were extended 
tonight for blocks further than before 
this winter, and at an early hour it 
was said that the supply would not 
nearly meet the needs.

The free lodging houses were packed 
to suffocation, and tonight the Salva- 

' tion Army and kindred organizations 
were working heroically to minimize 
the effect of the sudden shift from 
spring to freezing weather. During 
the day the thermometer registered 26 
to 23 above zero, followed by a gradu
al decline towards night.

A number of accidents and four fa
talities were credited to the storm’s 
account. The body of a man, about 
whom nothing is known except that 
his name was James Smith, was 
found under a stoop in East Twenty- 
third street. He had crept under the 
stoop to seek protection from the 
storm and had been frozen to death. 
A Grand street merchant succumbed 
to heart disease after battling with 
the snow and wind. In Woodland 
cemetery a special policeman died 
while digging a path to a- newly made 
grave. A Civil war veteran was an
other victim of heart failure.

The storm gave the new public serv
ice commission its first opportunity 
to witness the transportation com
panies battle with the elements. Ex
cept for the subway, in which there 
was only one brief delay, and the ele
vated roads, where the trains, with 
one exception, ran regularly, though 
under slow speed, the transportation 
facilities in the city" and suburbs were 
well nigh demoralized throughout the 
day.

Steps Will Immediately Be Ta
ken to.Make Victoria Fair 

Best in Province

At the first meeting of the new 
executive committee of the B. C. Agri
cultural association held in the secre
tary’s office yesterday afternoon var
ious matters relative to the 1908 ex
hibition were discussed and the gen
eral work of the year outlined, the first 
and most important discussion being 
on the question of providing new 
buildings. It was decided to get this 
work under way at once and a commit
tee consisting of Aid. Henderson, T. 
W. Paterson and the secretary was 
appointed to look into all details and 
arrange for competitive designs of the 
proposed buildings.

It was thought that designs should 
be required for a main building two 
stories, with a restaurant in the base
ment, a machinery and poultry build
ing and this work will be got under 
way at the earliest possible date.

The estimates of receipts and ex
penditures for the year were presented 
by the secretary and discussed at 
length, ‘but finally laid over until the 
question of repealing the public 
als bylaw in so far as 'it effects the 
exhibition had been brought to the 
attention of the city council as it was 
shown that without the privilege of 
pool selling on the races the associa
tion would suffer very materially in 
receipts, besides having to cut horse 
racing out of the fair programme, 
which would mean the loss of one of 
the most important features ot the 
fair.

It is proposed to proceed at once 
with the revision of the prize list 9,nd 
an attempt will be made to get these 
and distributed much earlier this year 
than usual.

Other matters in reference to the 
exhibition were discussed and it was 
unanimously agreed that no time 
should be lost In getting the new 
buildings underway and in preparing 
the work of the association so that the 
exhibition of 1908 will eclipse anything 
attempted heretofore in the history of 
the city.

Island’s Possibilities
I now propose to deal with certain 

matters which are contained in the 
speech from the throne. I now repre
sent a rural constituency, and I wish 
to emphasize the important fact that 
this constituency includes many and 
diverse potentialities of the highest 
possible value. I represent the islands 
which lie within the inside passage 
along Vancouver Island; and hon. 
gentlemen it they so desire can easily 
satisfy themselves in regard to the 
extraordinary capabilities of the soil 
in these islands. And in order to make 
acquaintance with these valuable facts 
It is only necessary to take a trip 
among these islands on the Iroquois 
or on the CitJ of Nanaimo. I am 
sure that hon. gentlemen can easily 
satisfy .themselves that in the near 
future these islands will produce a 
great deal of the produce thàt will be 
used in the City of Victoria and In the 
surrounding districts. (Applause.) Ce
reals of all kinds of the very highest 
quality and agricultural products of 
every description besides thorough
bred horses, cattle and sheep in the 
greatest' abundance flourish in these 
islands, and I know that I will have 
the hearty support of the government 
in advocating the interests of the class 
which is sô supremely important to 
bring about the development of this 
country. (Applause.) The agricul
tural classes, sir, are always to be 
depended upon (hear, hear) and we 
have also on this side of the house a 
particular affection for this most im
portant class, because as a rule they 
are a very conservative class. (Ap
plause.) We should pay, sir, proper 
attention to the exploitation of the 
great agricultural classes of this coun
try. I notice with much pleasure that 
the government intends to do some
thing in the way of irrigation, but at 
the same time I would like the hon, the 
minister of lands and works to
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Phail, of Otter Valley;

Boston, Jan. 24.—Winter resumed 
operations in Southeastern New Eng
land with a northeast snow storm 
which began last night and which was 
still much in evidence today. It was 
the first snow of any amount that has 
fallen in this section since December 
14, an unusually long period of open 
weather. The thermometer dropped 
15 degrees during the night. The 
storm delayed railroad and street ear 
traffic.

Philadelphia, Jan. 24.—Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey and Delaware are today 
in the grasp of real winter weather. 
Snow has fallen to a depth of six 
inches, and badly drifted in the coun
try. The storm is worst in New Jer
sey, where railroad traffic is badly 
crippled.

Llm-

Paeking Company, 
Limited, with a capital of *60,000.

The Proctor Lumber Company, 
Limited, with a capital of *250,000.

o
Cotton Lookout Averted

Manchester, Jan. 24.—There will be 
no lockout of the Manchester cotton 
operatives. Lengthy negotiations have 
been entered into by both sides, re
sulting in the capitulation of the work
ers this evening. ' The employers in
sisted upon the acceptânce of their 
terms, and to these the men agreed.

Muzzling the Press ...
St. Petersburg, Jan. 24.—The perfect 

of St. Petersburg today suspended 
two newspapers of this capital of wide 
circulation, the Tovarish and the Sev- 
ednia, on the ground that they were 
preaching revolution. The suspension 
leaves St. Petersburg with but 
afternoon newspaper.

Resuming Work
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Jan. 24.—The 

announcement was made today that 
the Phoenix Horseshoe works will be 
resumed in all departments on Tues
day next. It was closed on account of 
tine stringency in the money market. 
Several hundred men are employed.

RECEIPT FOR HIS WIFEaf- -o-
LOOKING FOR WARo-

Wlnnipeg, Jan. 24.—“Received from 
J. Smithinski, one wife,” is the receipt 
which is now in the hands of the above 
named resident, who lives on Magnus 
street.

Mrs. Smithinski was found to be suf
fering from diphtheria, and the health 
inspectors used every kind of gentle 
persuasion to induce her husband to al
low the patient to be taken to the Gen
eral hospital. He persisted in refus
ing, and last night two health inspect
ors, accompanied by two policemen, 
went to the house with an order for the 
forcible removal of the patient to the 
hospital. There were twenty-seven 
persons in the house, so the removal of 
the patient was an absolute necessity,•» 
to prevent an outbreak of the disease.

According to the Inspectors, it tok 
nearly three hours to persuade the 
husband that he must allow his wife 
to go to the hospital. At that he only 
consented after the above mentioned 
receipt had been drawn up by the in
spectors and signed “Genueral hos
pital.”

Fire at Ashbury Park
Ashbury Park, Jan. 24.—A fire oc

curred here today which caused a loss 
of nearly *100,000 to owners and oc
cupants of a number of cottages along 
the ocean front, owned mainly by 
wealthy New Yorkers. The fire is un
der control, and the families concerned- 
have been transferred to the city ho
tels, having saved all their personal 
belongings. The loss is covered by 
insurance.

MONTROSE OVERDUE European Observers Stick to Their 
Opinion About United States 

and JapanVteunt Royal's Passengers Apparently 
Have Another Bad TilMa on 

the Atlantic
0t. John, N.B., Jan. 24.—The steamer 

Montrose, carrying 300 
the Mount Royal, has not been report
ed yet. The Montrose should have 
been here on Tuesday, but nothing has 
been heard of her yet.
Royal was missing for 31 days and 
drifted back to Queenstown.

--------------- -o----------------
To Help Unemployed.

Pittsburg, Pa., Jan. 24.—In an ef
fort to give work to the unemployed, 
the Pittsburg Railway company adopt
ed a new rule today, providing that 
all regular motormen and conductors 
shall lay off two days a week in order 
to help hundreds of idle men. "•

... . . ..... . ^■■■gipegpcon-
sider whether he could not adopt some 
scheme for bringing many of our great 
timber areas info an arable condition, 
at much less expense and with much 
less labor than are now necessary to 
bring these territories under the do
minion of the hoe and of the plough. 
(Applause. ) In my own constituency 
as well as in many others we see these 
valiant pioneers struggling manfully 
with hundreds of acres heavily cover
ed with heavy timber which, if they 
were cleared, would be .most suitable 
for cultivation and the and th 
for cultivation and the raising of most 
valuable crops. And I most earnestly 
trust that when the important subject 
of irrigation Is under consideration 
the problem of dealing with the clear
ing of yiese valuable lands In some 
cheaper manner than is at thk present

o'-
Unrest in India.

Toronto, Jan. 24.—Rev. R. P. Mac- 
Kay, secretary of foreign missions for 
the Presbyterian church, in an ad
dress to the Canadian club today, 
scored the domineering Englishman In 
India, who he said was responsible for 
the political unrest there. Englishmen 
treated the colored races as Inferior, 
and since thd native was getting edu
cated he resented this.

SL Petersburg, Jan. 24.—The rela
tions between the United States and 
Japan are receiving attention from 
foreign generals and newspapers. 
There have been published recently 
two or three series of articles which 
express the opinion that war between 
these two countries is certain to come 
The writers, however, show little fa
miliarity with political conditions in 
the United States and present status 
of the negotiations between that 
ry and Japan. Ambassador Riddle in 
an interview published here has done 
much to allay rumors of this kind. He 
has pointed out that the negotiations 
between Japan and the United States 
are proceeding on a friendly and sat
isfactory basis, and that they are ap

proaching a successful conclusion.

passengers of

The Mount o
Japanese Ministers’ Resignation.

Paris, Jan. 24.—The Japanese am
bassador here, Baron Kurimo, has is
sued a statement denying the report 
that the recent resignation from the 
Japanese cabinet of the minister of 
finance and the minister of commerce 
was due to opposlton to the proposed 
military appropriation. He declares 
that the only divergence of views 
between the 
themselves.

one

Herr Be bel Cannot Come.
Berlin, Jan. 24 coun-

„ . ■ ■ ... Herr Bebel, the
Socialist leader in the Reichstag, has 
informed the American Socialist 
party that hie proposed visit to the 
United States must be lndefirfltelly 
postponed because of the state of his 
health, which will not permit him to 
take on any additional work.

two cabinet officers

t
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The debate upon the 

ply closed yesterday, th< 
(being Parker Williams 
phe amendment of J. j 
leader of the opposition, 
livision, the three Soci 
with the follcAvers of 
leader.

John Oliver, however, 
main address being vote 
uee of his opportunity tc 
lelivered a general critl 
address, urging that 
been practiced in ; 
stances and evoking sol 
Plies from the members 
eminent.
, A coMiderable quanti 
busines”came up prior tc 
ment of the house, 
were received and read 
and a number of questiot 

■ befs of the opposition w 
•to by .members of the gc 
W It is probable that the 
■and educational bills wil 
■down early next week e 
Werstood that the 
■nake some

ecoi 
a ni

Sor

gove 
announceme 

Igard to the negotiations 
■been proceeding with th 
Itives of the Grand Tri 
Istill in the city.
I Hoh. William Hespele: 
Bhe Manitoba legislature, 
Iwas present on the floor 
pie was escorted from th 
fouse by Hon. D. M. Ebei 
floated Price Ellison (O 
ifhe chair before leaving. 
_The house opened at 
Prayers were read by 
Campbell, Ph. D.

Petitions Press
W. R. Ross (Fernie) 

petition from D. C. Corbi 
for leave to introduce a 
to incorporate the Easl 
Columbia Railway compa 

C. W. Munro (Chilliwac 
B Petition from G. M 
others, résidents of Chi 
posmg the imposition of a 

A petition from s. 
and others was présenti 
to introduce a private b 
porate the city of Chllliwa 

Mr. Williams Spi 
Barker Williams 4‘Newoe 

ed the debate upon the 
reply to the speech from 

He prefixed his remark 
ference to the honor whi 
conferred upon the provint 
by the University of XorOl 
gratulated the Hon. Dr. 
the receipt of that- honor, 
to the reoent statement of 
for Delta as to the api 
vaudeville artists at the 
rally which took place las 
Williams stated that he i 
tended the Grand theatre 
ing the hon. gentleman 1 
The gentleman seemed 
with the paucity of garmi 
of the performers than th 
Judge of the constitution! 
the question which the hm 
discussing.
! To

mi

sum up the debate, 
dent that the Liberal m 
been endeavoring to sadti 
eminent with the responsil 
non-assent of the Ileutens 
to the Nàtal act, while th 
tiva members of the house 
coring to shift that to ti 
of the Liberal„ . „ government

fâiled to see wherein a 
been gained by all the tall 
taken place so far.

The view of the Socially 
that there was a third pa; 
In that matter, the lieutena 
himself, and it was upoi 
t>lace the responsibility. 

;Just what was that 
the government had api 
nxious to avoid enquiry 
ha this would be sufficiej 
ion for the speaker to 

amendment.

T(

Dangerous Precedi
A dangerous precedent 

Bet and one which if the 
Upon constitutional matter 
already spoken were right, 
the history of Canada. It 
gerous thing to have this 
the records of the house, t 
tenant-governor without th 
his constitutional advisers 
his own responsibility shi 
to assent to legislation pas 
bouse without being advise 
by his constitutional maste 
Ihorlties at Ottawa. There 
great responsibility devolve 
house to prevent such a pr 
*ng on the records.

The Socialist members w 
to have this matter delve 
bo far their efforts had l 
haught. The Liberals hai 
fording them a half heart 
but only for the reason th 
Pended upon the governme; 
the enquiry.

Nevertheless, it was a i 
the lleutênant-governor w 
made a precedent, it was 
limit constitutional usage : 
flefiance of the whole tend 
age.

Result of Liberal P
With regard to the Japi 

tion .itself, the member fo 
(Mr. Hayward) had point! 
fact that the Japanese w 
becoming a factor in the 

The commercial 
really more greatly interes 
rving on this fight agains 
!)t. the Japanese than was t 
labor.

The riots in Vancouver w 
storekeeper propos 

^tney been a labor proposit 
ynembers for Vancouver < 
toared for the militia.

I he Japanese question v 
,°fy the perfidy of the 1 
In The disallowance of t 

re-enacted Natal acts 
Koked a protest from the 
bdl? British Columbia 
mlnlop house of

world.
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