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PEACE FARCE.
LONDON, To-day. 

hving Austrian official re­
ining the negotiations be- 
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garmistice negotiations con- 
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WAKING UP AT LAST. 
PETROGRAD, To-day.
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|nd asking protection from

1 NOT ON COUNCIL.
PARIS, To-day. 

F’och is no longer a mem- 
|er-Allied' Supreme War 
[onfirmation of this was 
k- by Premier Clemenceau 
Vse of an interview „ with 
lin, editor of d’Echo de 
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Versailles? Why, united 
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111 the Allied fronts and it 
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KEEP YOUR Do Your Christmas Shopping Early.
Christmas, with its cheery thoughts, kind deeds and joyous spirit of giving, is at our threshold. Wise shoppers who shop 

early in the season—early in the day—will find merchandise at its best and the store less crowded.

ON OUR XMAS DISPLAY FOR 
_______ SUGGESTIONS.

” TOYS.
Motor Cars........................................................,47c.
Xmas Stockings.................................. 16c. to 43c.
Reins........................... '.................... 12c. and 26c.
Mechanical Trains.......................................... $1.10
Blackboards..................................... 45c.
Construction Enginero .. . .28c., 60c. and $1.15
Rocking Chairs.................................................. 55c.
Naval War Toy.................................................. 90c.
Cannons......................................20c., 45c. and 50c.
Balloons.......................................... 10c.
Horses...................................... : .. . ,23c. to 30c.
Assorted Animals................................ 20c. to 50c.
Pianos................................................. 70c. and 90c.

TOYS.
Tool Chests................ .. 45c., 65c. and $1.00
Tools on cards.....................................................12c.
Horses and Cart .. ....................... 24c. to 40c.
Barking Dogs...................................20c. and 28c.
Derby Riders .. . .................   65c.
Paint Books......................................... 17c. to 50c.

■Paint Sets............................................................15c.
Water Colors...................................................... 18c.
Tin Drums............ z...........................................40c.
Lead Soldiers.............................................50c. box
Spin Tops........................................... 11c. and 25c.
Pastry Sets......................t................................. 9c.
Candles, 4 doz. for .. .. !................................ 16c.

TOYS.
Candle Holders......................................... 15c. doz.
Battleships...................................... 22c. box
Telegraph Game................................................45c.
Assorted Games.................... 16c.
Dominoes . »....................................................... 20c.
Blocks, A. B. C........................................20c. to 45c.
Guns............................................................. 20c. and 28c.
Printing Outfits................................................. 20c.
Teddy Bears.................................................. 80c. to $2.00
Dolls.................... 25c. to $3.20
Rubber Balls.............................................. 22c. and 28c.
Aluminium Kitchen Sets..................................50c.
Japanese Tea Sets .. . .*............................... 85c. set

Jewel Cases.
Manicure Sets ......................................25c. to $8.00
Pin Cushions.................................. . , 26c. to $1.65
Handkerchief Sachets............  . ,47c. to $2.00
Toilet Sets........................................................ $9.50
Hand Bags......................  45c. to $9.50
Work Baskets....................................$1.30 to $2.20
Companions........................... .. .. 80c. to $2.90
Fancy Work Bags.............................. 45c. to $1.60
Chintz Work Bags..............................40c. to $1.50

Boxes Fancy Stationery.
Boxes Handkerchiefs, etc., etc., that Santa 

» himself will covet.

CUT. OUT THIS LIST FOR REFERENCE.

BISHOP, SONS & COMPANY. LTD.
’PHONE 484. MAIL ORDERS RECEIVE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION.

To-Day’s
Messages.

POLLEN PREDICTS GREAT NAVAL 
BATTLE.

TORONTO, To-day.
Arthur Pollen, the. eminent naval 

expert, in an interview here to-day 
predicts a naval battle of unimagin­
able violence and destructiveness as 
one of the probably closing scenes of 
the war. Pollen came here to ad­
dress the local Navy League, the 
Canadian Club and other organiza­
tions. “If Germany sustains a crush­
ing defeat in the West,” said Pollen, 
"I will expect to see her entire fleet 
employed in a dsperate attempt to 
achieve control of the seas and as a 
result take part in an engagement 
with the massed naval powers of Bri­
tain in such a battle as the earth has 
never seen, a battle that will result 
in the utter destruction of Germany’s 
great fleet and doubtless a very great 
part of ours, a battle in which en­
tirely new ■ methods, new engines of 
destruction and new tactics will be 
necessarily employed, and for which 
in all likelihood Germany would as­
semble her entire fleet of submarines, 
all her Zeppelins as supplementary 
participants. The submarines would 
net likely be a strong factor to such 
a colossal battle of the sea, although 
the long range torpedo unquestion­
ably would.”

representing landscapes, grenade 
throwing, trench mortar practice, ar­
tillery exercise with co-operation of 
airplanes, automatic rifle practice 
and machine gun curtain fire. The 
Mission returned with the most 
favourable impression of the spirit of 
the officers and men and of the state 
of their preparation, besides the re­
markable esprit de corps in evidence 
in every branch of the service. The 
Mission noted with special satisfaction 
the details of an organization on 
somewhat original lines, with young 
men full of energy at the head in 
each department. Col. House and 
Lord Northcliffe both were particular­
ly pleased with General Pershing’s 
staff organization and with the splen­
did vigor ar 1 spirit of the young of­
ficers. The party returned to Paris 
last night at ID o’clock.

CALLING UP SCHOOLBOYS.
AMSTERDAM, To-day.

Intimations that Germany is plan­
ning to force boys of 16, and 17 years 
into the army is contained in an ap­
peal appearing in the Essen General 
Anzeiger, that they imnaediately^Join 
the juvenile' corps. "Th'is great strug­
gle between nations,” says the paper, 
“ will necessitate those who are now 
16 and 17 being called up at no very 
distant date for army service.”

AUSTRIAN SEAMAN ARRESTED.

SEATTLE, Wash., To-day.
Carl Wiltsche, an Austrian seaman, 

was arrested to-day as the result of 
a Federal investigation of the strand­
ing of the Alaska passenger steamer 
Spokane, oft Idol Point, B.C., on No­
vember 22. Wiltsche was a member 
of the Spokane’s crew. Federal 
agents refuse to discuss the case.

ROYAL CONGRATULATIONS.
OTTAWA, To-day.

The following telegram from the 
King was received by His Excellency 
the Governor General, dated London, 
December 4th: “1 warmly congratu­
late you and the people of the Domin­
ion upon thA,.r noble and patriotic 
support 'f 1 he Victory Loan.” 
GEORGE, R I. The Duke of Con­
naught wired: “Delighted to hear of 
the good success of the Victory Loan.” 
(Signed) CONNAUGHT.

VISIT AMERICAN HEADQUARTERS

PARIS, To-day.
The following authorized report was 

issued to-day of a visit to American 
Headquarters by other members of the 
Mission and Lord Nortliclilfe: They 
left Paris yesterday morning for the 
General Headquarters of the Ameri­
can Expeditionary Forces. They spent 
the- afternoon visiting the training 
quarters and witnessing exercises. 
General Pershing conducted the party 
personally and showed the visitors 
every d< partaient of the war prepara­
tions ir. ' the field, including bayonet 
exercise, i lilo' practice With targets

Insure with the

Acadia Fire 
Insurance 

Company,
and you are Assured of prompt 

and liberal settlement.

BAIRD&Co.
181 Water Street,

THE CHINESE REBELLION.
PEKING, To-day.

The rebels have taken the city of 
Chunking. A state of panic exists 
there. Japanese marines have land­
ed to protect foreigners.

GREAT ACTIVITY IN MACEDONIA.
WASHINGTON, To-day.

Fighting has been resumed on the 
Macedonian front and despatches re 
celved here to-day describe the ac­
tivities of the Bulgarians as surpris­
ing. Their airmen have been particu­
larly active in reconnaissance work; 
many of them have been downed by 
British airmen, French anti-aircraft 
guns and machine guns. The fighting 
covered the front from the Struma to 
the mouth of the Mahajusa, which 
practically bounds the Italian position 
in Albania, and a number of Bulgar­
ian patrols have been captured by the 
French who are installed in vantage 
places overlooking the Valley of the 
Vardar and especially on the hills 
above Monastic. British aviators, the 
despatch says, are continuing the 
-bombarding of the Bulgarian rear.

U. S. FORMALLY RECOGNIZES 
SWISS NEUTRALITY.

BERNE, To-day.
The American Minister to-day hand­

ed to the political Department a note 
informing the Federal Council that 
the United States formally recognizes 
the neutrality of Switzerland, declar­
ing itself in complete agreement with 
the Allies on the subject of respect­
ing Swiss neutrality and the inviola­
bility of Swiss territory so long as the 
Confederation maintains neutrality 
and the enemy respects that neutral­
ity. The Journal de Geneve welcomes 
the formal recognition of Swiss neu­
trality by the United States as ex­
tremely important in strengthening 
and consolidating .the international 
situation in Switzerland.

ness titanic struggles, with the Ger­
mans and Austro-Hungarians the ag­
gressors. Already the Germans in 
the Cambrai region have brought up 
fresh reinforcements with the object 
of blotting out the salient driven into 
their line by General Byng’s dash, a 
small portion of which they have re­
conquered but at a fearful price. Both 
before Cambrai and in the Italian 
sections the armies are awaiting with 
complacency the enemy’s assaults. 
While near Cambrai it is conceded 
that the British will be forced by rea­
son of the dangerous salient held by 
the enemy in their lines to somewhat 
straighten out their front, optimism 
is expressed that on the whole Gen­
eral Byng’s forces will be able to give 
a good accounting for any attacks the 
enemy may launch. Likewise, the 
menace of a dash by the Austro-Ger- 
mans down through the hills and out 
upon the plains of Venetia has been 
provided for so far as the reinforce­
ment ‘ of the Italians by the British 
and French troops and the bringing 
up of fresh guns is concerned. If 
Field-Marshal Von Heetzendorff, 
commander of the enemy troops, 
should be able to breach the line and 
gain his objective, it will be only af­
ter one of the most sanguinary en­
counters of the war. In Mesopo­
tamia the British and Russian troops 
have carried out a successful- opera­
tion against the Turks. This has sig­
nificance inasmuch as it Is the first 
report of fighting by Russians with 
the British In this region since they 
formed a junction after the British 
captured Bagdad. Although a British 
official report characterized as 
"shameful,” the reports from Berlin 
and Vienna that Roumania has pro­
posed to enter into negotiations for 
an armistice with the Teutonic Allies,

LATEST
^ GERMAN OFFICIAL.

BERLIN, To-day.
Following is the text of to-day’s of­

ficial on the Western theatre:—Crown 
Prince Rupprecht: On the Flanders 
front there has been much lively ar­
tillery activity. In the afternoon 
fighting increased considerably bo- 
tween Inchy and Bourlon, enemy at­
tacks south of Moeuvres broke down. 
We took a few prisoners. Sections of 
British trenches at and south of Mar- 
coing were cleared of ’ the enemy. 
South of St Quentin there was in­
creased artillery and mine fire. Ger­
man Crown Prjjice and Grand Duke 
Albrecht. In many sectors lively re- 
connoitering activity on both sides led 
to violent fighting. On the eastern 
front and the fronts of Archduke Jos­
eph and Field Marshal Von Macken- 
sen negotiations for an armistice are 
spreading to the Roumanian troops. 
In Macedonia strong enemy ' detach­
ments which pushed forward to the 
west shore of Ochrida Lake and 
northwest of DOiran Lake were driven 
back.

PARIS CONFERENCE CONTINUED.
LONDON, To-day.

The section decided to make the 
disposition necessary to enable the 
Commission in rega’rd to food supply 
in Belgium and northern France to 
accomplish Its program. As to pro­
visions and transports, the section 
submitted to the Conference a declar­
ation to the effect that the prolonga-

, , „ ,, . ,, .... tion of the war having led to the con-
both Berlin and Vienna reiterate that gumption of products of all sorts out
nnwntînfÎAnii In Minno r . ____negotiations are in progress. Mines 
or subs were responsible for the sink­
ing last week of 16 merchant ships of 
1600 tons or over as compared with 
14 the previous week. Only one ves­
sel under 1600. tons was sent to the 
bottom, however, as compared with 
seven the preceding ! week.

TO PROSECUTE HUMBERT.
PARIS, To-day.

It is reported that the Government 
to-morrow intends to ask the Senate 
for authorization to take action 
against Senator Charles Humbert, 
owner of the Paris Journal, for his 
conection with Bola Pasha.

i ________

SUGAR PROSPECTS BETTER.
NEW Y YORK, To-day.

Prospects are bright for an early 
return of normal conditions so far as 
sugar is concerned, according to a 
statement by Jas. P. Post, Chairman 
of the American Refiners Commis­
sion, to-day. The availability of the 
crop from the West Indies soon after 
New Year, it is said, would tend to 
eliminate the existing stringency and 
the situation might be expected to ap­
proach normal by February.

WAR REVIEW.
LONDON, To-day.

While for the moment there are no 
infantry operations of great magni­
tude in progress on any of the numer­
ous battlefronts, indications are not 

, wanting that shortly the Cambrai sec- 
j tor in France and the Northern line 
in the Italian theatre will again wit-

ON THE ITALIAN FRONT.
ROME, To-day.

The text of to-day’s official reads: 
On the Asiago Plateau the enemy, 
after having gathered a formidable 
array of artillery and renewed and in­
creased his forces which had severe­
ly suffered in the previous combats, 
has begun an attack on our position. 
The first assault was launched yester­
day and was firmly held up by us, and 
the only advantage obtained by the 
Austro-Germans at the price of heavy 
losses was a gain of some positions 
which has not weakened the firmness 
of our resistance. Preceded by a de­
structive bombardment which contin­
ue.’ most violently for several hours 
and accompanied by heavy bursts of 
barrage fire, the enemy made a double 
attack on a strong point of Mellette. 
The first attack, from the northwest, 
after several attempts to advance was 
arrested by our barrage and finally 
broken up. In the afternoon on a 
section of Monte Sizemoi and the 
southwestern slopes of Melette di 
Gallic with heavy hand-to-hand fight­
ing the enemy was decisively repulsed 
with heavy losses and left us also 
some hundred prisoners . The second 
attack, from the northeast, was 
brought forward with larger forces 
and greater tenacity between Monte 
Tondarecar a fid Monte Radenecdhe. 
Here after exceedingly fierce fighting 
lasting until early this morning the 
occupation of some trenches which 
the enemy was able to effect counsel­
led us to withdraw some of the more 
advanced portions of the lin®. At 
Zenson on the Piave, as a greater 
movement had been noted, cue of our 
storming parties well supported by ar­
tillery, which destroyed five small 
bridges thrown across the rivçr at 
this point by the enemy, attacked the 
enemy at the bend of the river, in­
flicting losses on him and bringing 
back prisoners and machine guns.

If you want a stylish, good- 
looking, well - made, Double- 
breasted Overcoat, with pleats 
and belt, call in and see our 
goods and get our prices. We can 
give you the best and latest. 
SPURRELL the Tailor, 365 
Water St.—nov28,eod,tf

Tuesday’s outgoing express reach­
ed Port aux Basques on time yester-
daThe incoming express reached the 
city at 12.16 p.m. to-day.

of proportion to production, it was 
evident that the available resources, 
whether in the Allied or neutral coun­
tries, were unequal to the actual needs 
and that it would be necessary to ex­
tend the general principles laid down 
by the American Government. Naval 
sections : A conference was held at 
Ministry of Marine in Paris on Nov. 
29: M. Leygues, Minister of Marine, 
presided. The conference was com­
posed of representatives of the Naval 
Powers. It was decided to create an 
inter-Allied Council in ordèr to as­
sure close contact and more complete 
co-operation between the navies of the 
Allies. The mission of the Council 
will be to watch over the general con- 
duct of the war and assure co-ordina­
tion of effort on the sea. The Council 
will make all suggestions necessary 
to assist the decisions of the Govern­
ments and will hold itself cognisant of 
their execution. The members of the 
Council will address to their respect­
ive Governments all the reports they 
deem necessary on the subject. In­
dividual responsibility of headquart­
ers staffs and commanders at sea to 
their Governments concerning opera­
tions, as wéll as the employment of 
strategical and tactical forces placed 
under their command, will remain 
without change. The Council will be 
composed of Ministers of Marine of 
the nations represented and the Ad­
miralty chiefs. As the meetings of 
the Council will be held in Europe, 
the United States and Japan will be 
represented by officers appointed by 
their respective Governments. The 
inter-Allied Naval Council will be 
provided with a special secretariat 
which will take charge of all docu­
ments, etc., and will meet as often as 
desirable under the presidency of the 
Ministry of Marine of the country 
where the meetings take place. The 
different ministers of marine will be 
willing to furnish the Council with 
every information of a nature that 
would require to be submitted to and 
examined by the Financial Section.

Kindly make your appoint­
ments as early as possible and 
help avoid our usual Xmas rush. 
J. C. PARSONS, Bank of Mon­
treal Building.—nov!7.tf

CALENDARS. — We thank The 
Liverpool, London & Globe Insurance 
Co., Ltd., and J. B. Orr Co., Ltd., for 
Calendars.

Make “ Utility” Your 
Christmas Slogan

When thinking of real Christmas 
Gifts for some particular member of 
your family, or some old friend, let 
your Gift be one of real use, fer in these 
progressive times beauty and useful­
ness go hand-in-hand.

What about Furniture? Don’t you 
know lots of friends who’d really love 
some pretty piece of Furniture as a 
Christmas Gift? Do you know any 
friend who really wouldn’t? Try the 
experiment, and visit our Showrooms 
for Furniture for Mansion or Cottage, 
Kitchen or Drawing-room and we will 
give you every satisfaction.

1). S Picture & Portrait Co.
WATER STREET.

Royal Oak Lodge.
ANNUAL MEETING.

The annual meeting of Royal Oak 
Lodge, No. 22, L. 0. A., took place at 
their lodge rooms last night and was 
largely attended. Bro. Geo. W. Gus- 
hue, P.M., took the chair and con­
ducted the election of officers, which 
resulted as follows:—

W.M.—Bro. A. Melvin, re-elected.
D.M.—Bro. Rev. Dr. Edgar Jones, 

re-elected.
Chaplain—Bro. Geo. Cooper, re­

elected.
Financial Secretary—Bro. R. Dawe, 

elected.
Treasurer—Bro. Jos. M. Wiseman, 

elected.
Lecturers—Bros. Thos. Noseworthy, 

re-elected, Bro. Arthur Harris, 
elected.

Director of Ceremonies—Bro. S. 
French, elected.

General Committee — Bro. Levi 
Froude, re-elected ; Bro. Wm. Hap- 
good, elected ; Bro. Louis Davis, elect­
ed; Bro. H. Martin, elected ; Bro. Lor­
enzo Penney, elected.

The installation ceremony will 
held on December 26th.

Here and There.
Stafford’s Liniment cures 

Rheumatism, Lumbago, Neural­
gia and all Aches and Pains.

AT THE CLUB ROOMS.— Various 
organizations are now preparing to 
hold card tournaments in their club 
rooms during the winter.

When you want Roast Beef, 
Roast Veal, Roast Mutton, Roast 
Pork, try ELLIS’.

OUR VOLUNTEERS.—Most of the 
volunteers in training are on leave. 
About fifty men were engaged at in­
door drill yesterday. i

Stafford’s Phoratone for all 
re~ kinds of Coughs, Colds, Bron­

chitis, Asthma and various Lung 
Troubles.—nov6,tf

IMPROVING.—-Mr. A. G. Williams, 
who recently went to New York to 
undergo treatment to his eyes, is now 
much improved and is expected to 
leave for home shortly.

be

Personal.
Mr. M. D. Dawson, Representative 

of The Grolier Society of Lon­
don, Publishers of The Book of 
Knowledge, has been at Grand Falls 
for the past few weeks. He is leaving 
in a few days for St John's. During 
his visit he will introduce The Grolier 
Society’s wonderful publication THE 
BOOK OF HISTORY, a complete his­
tory of all nations and all races of the 
world from the earliest Unies, with 
over 8,000 illustrations, 6,700 pages.—

O’SULLIVAN’S Rubber Heels 
in all sizes. BOWRING BROS., 
LTD. (Hardware Dept.)

FRESH HERRING IN MARKET.— 
In and around St. John’s fishermen 
secured a deal of herring and sold 
them in the city at thirty cents per 
dozen, the demand exceeding the 
supply.

Originality.
I know of à man selling boots of

’ fame
In a city near the sea,

And often I ask how he made his 
name,

For my Buddy-Boot friend trusts 
me; ,

He has told me the secret of his suc- 
cess;

Be original! that is the key.

And now the Christmas season comes,
In this city near the seà,

When prfees are offered as Christmas 
gifts—

My Bufldy-Boot friend tells me 
Cash prizes there are for the buyers 

of boots
To pqy for the Christmas Tree.

I

And thq need of these boots is great 
ifideed.

In this city near the sea,
My feel have been dry and warm in 

tne boots j>
That imy Buddy-Boot friend gave 

mq;
And my home grows happier every 

day.X
My friends. wjU all agree,

All due to the comfort and health and 
joy

Which the Buddy-Boots have 
brought me.—advt.li

Use “Cascarets ” for 
Liver and Bowels 

When Constipated.
When biUous, headachy, sick, for soar 

stomach, bad breath, 
bad colds.

Get a 10-cent box.
Take a Cascaret to-night to cleanse 

your Liver, Stomach and Bowels, and 
you will surely fe»i great by morn­
ing. You men and women who have 
headache, coated tongue, a bad cold, 
are bilious, nervous, disordered stom­
ach, or have backache and feel all 
worn out. Are you keeping your 
bowels clean with Cascarets — or 
merely forcing a passageway every 
few days with salts, cathartic pills or 
castor oil?

Cascarets immediately cleanse and 
regulate the stomach, remove the 
sour, undigested and fermenting food 
and foul gases ; take the excess bile 
from the liver and carry off the con­
stipated waste matter and poison 
from the bowels.

Remember, a Cascaret to-night will 
straighten you out by morning. A 
10-cent box from your druggist means 
healthy bowel action ; a clear head 
and cheerfulness for months. Don’t 
forget the children.

Here and There.
---------- :• $

When you want Sausages, : 
why—get ELLIS’; they’re the 
best.

OUR VOLUUNTEERS.—The fol­
lowing offered for the regiment yes­
terday: Leo O’Neill; St. John’s; Geo. 
Burke, Hr. Grace; Gregory Badcock, 
Brigus South ; enlisted second time, 
Chesley Vey, St John's.

DAMAGED BY STORM^- Part pf ; 
the waterfront premises of the Ship- ’ 
building Co.’s plant at Harbor Grace ll 
was damaged by the storm recently,

■

O’SULLIVAN’S Rubber Heels 
in all sizes. BOWRING BROS., ;; 
LTD. (Hardware Dept.)

nov26,eod,tf

NOTE OF THANKS.-Mrs. Peter 
O’Leary and family wishes sincerely 
to thank all kind friends who sent : 
sympathizinz letters at the loss of 
their kind father,. also the ladies of 
the Royal Stores who sent the wreath, 
and also thanking the kind Brothe 
of Mt. Cashel.

»»


