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There secms. to exist among Op-
position’p:«i.f)ér\s' a widespread and re-
gréttable uncertainty as to precisely
what is the™party policy upon vari-
ous gquestions of public importance,
Qnd of especial _importance to_the
western country, Thus, while -the
Montredls Gakette declares with petu-
lande ‘that the Hudson Bay Railway
projeet-is asfool .propesal and under-
taken Wy the Government only for
the purpose of spending 2 vast
amount of money in hope of cap-
turing votes, the (w.e'stje‘r'n pa’?exjs”?f ‘
the party are.a unit in proclaiming
the same ;project one of most vital
S1IC e western country
and one upon which the Government
should ‘proceéd to make the whole
outlay from the public treasury. 1t
has of .course been hinted by some
thati!this two-faced policy is not of
acciddnt"but “of design; that the
we.tern. Opposition papers ‘aTe ‘only
shoutihg for ‘the sake of ' western
votes; «while the  Gazette assures
thése ‘centres - in: which .the Opposi-
tioh  has always found its main
strength . that  the policy of concen-
trating ‘business in those centres re-
gardless of the loss and inconveni-
ence -entailed upon the country at
lar'gt’:".has not heen departed from.
Charity, however, believeth all things
good rather than those which are:|
evil,: and bids ,us think—if we are
eredulous enough—that the diverg-
ence. of view arises. not from wilful
pervérsdon but from ignorance of
what ithe party leader really thinks, |
and if he gets into power intends to
do, ‘about  this' and other questions.
and other quesiions.

|

It is thercfore the part of kind-
ness to' do what can be done to en-
lightéfi the darkness in which our
Op;idsition friends are sitting with
respect. to the views and claims of
their, tespected jeader. From gome
party- or pnrties unknown there has
come to the Bulletin within the past
few -days a copy of a pamphlet con-
taining .the. specch delivered in Par-
liament by Mr. Borden on November
21st last, when, making use of the
long “standing (privilege allowed in
the debate on the speech in reply to
the address of IHis Excellency, the
leader set forth his views on several
gubjects, among them._ some which
are of gqpsideréble concern in the.
minds of western’ people. As the
Gpposition papers of the west seem
not to have read that speech—judsg-
ing {rom their woeful ignorance us
to the views of the honorable gentle-
man whot leads their party—it
seems . well to submit portions of it
for their. illumination. ..The more so
that Mr. Borden is now in the West,
and, Aft,_jgqudcrstood will devote his
enéx:di‘cs here to diverting attention
from the reciprocity question by the
discussion of some of these other
mafters: in ~which iwestern people
have considerablé  interest. It may
therefore be as well to hdave in mind
what the honorable gentleman had
to say whefi he was speaking in the
House . of Commons—where his
words - were¢ intended for the con-
sideration .of the country as a whole,
and ‘where. they were recorded in
the mnguestionable pages of hansard.
Not-—forbid; the ‘thought—that it is

takes on this subject. ~ And here
must be made to our Opposition
friends the firgt \disappointing ad-
mission—that having  carefully per-
uséd the paragraph we are as much
at sea as they can possibly be as to
what their leader really thinks abouf
the: Hudson Bay road, or what he
would do about it if he had the
chance. Both /parties, he considers,
have committed themselves to the

construction of the road—but there

ends what might be construed as n
declaration of auzht that is clear
or tangible. The balance is merely
an expression of opinion ‘that the
West is reasonable in asking that the
operation of the road be such as to
free it from monopolistic features;
whether it should ‘be operation by
the Government, by commission, by
a company, or by an individual, he
has absolutely nothing to say. With
regret therefore it must be said to
our perplexed friends of the Op-
position press that at present the
policy of their party on the question
of the operation of this road is the
unknown quantity—represented in
mathematics by the letter X.

The next citation has to do with
the terminal elevator problem. Here
it is in entirety:

2, .Terminal Elevators—Operation
by Commission.

The West asks also the redress of
grievances in the operation of the
terminal elevators. They declare
that the farmers of the West are
shamelessly- robbed through these
elevators—that sometimes ten per
per cent of No. 1 wheat goes in and
thirty per cent goes out. They de-
clare that -this condition of affairs
has existed to the knowledge of the
government for many years and
without redress. And I say that the
government of this country ought to
be respongible for knowing whether
that condition- of affairs does exist
or not. If that condition of affairs
does exist, it ought to be.  brought
to an end without a moment’s de-
lay, and this parliament can devote
itself to no '‘better object than to
bring to an end so disgraceful a state
of things as that which is alleged
by these western farmers to exist.

And I say further that, if owner-
ship by the state and operation by
an independent ®ommission 'is [fhe
only remedy, then, in my opinion,
that remedy should be applied.

That piece of his policy will plain-
ly have to go in the X column also.
“If” Government operation alone
can cure the evils he would resort
to that. So of course would anybody
of sense, the Government included.
But whether it is necessary or not
to resort to this expedient, Mr. Bor-
den adroitly avoids indicating. , He
pleads ignorance, dark and impcne-
trable. Clearly his policy here is
the unknown* quantity also.

The dufies on agricultural imple-
ments also occupied the attention
ef the honorable "gentlemen. The
Compiler of the fIriendly pamphlet
has selected ‘this paragraph as fitting-
ly setting out what ne has to pro-
pose on this score:

3. Lower Duties on Agricultural

Implements.

The farmers of the West say there
ought to be lower duties on agricul-
tural implements, that they are pay-
ing higher prices for implements
than are paid in the United States
and higher prices for Canadian im-
plements than these implements are
sold for abroad. 1 say the govern-
ment is derelict in its duty in not
having brought down to parliament
direct and - positive information on
this subject, and I say that if the

claims that are made are true there

ought to be a remedy. And I want
to’' know from the government
whether they believe them to be
true or not. If they say that they
do not know, 1 ask why they have
not taken means to know; if they
say that these claims are not true,
I ask upon what evidence they base
that assertion and what they pro-
pose, to do in the premises.

It is really to be feared that this
will ‘produce convulsions among our

suspected . he might say in the West  Worthy friends across the {nk-pot]

something intentionally inconsist-
ent with the views then expressed—
but that in' the warmth of the season,
climatic 'and 'politival, his arduous
Jabors thight lead him into uncom-
scious excesses of statement which

it would be unwarrantable to:take way, and calling the

as the calm: eypres:ions of matured
thought,. < .

The! ‘kind¥y' donor of ‘this' pamphlet
has greatly facilitated the labor by
pencilling , in: -~ blug—true - blue, no
doubt—page eleven of the booklet,
which,. confains . quotations = bearing
on four of the questions of concern
hereabouts, but upon which the local
and Wes{e_r'n press does not seem to
be ditogether, clear. Mr. Borden was
reviewing at the time some of the
things .the western people had ex-
pressed -their desire for. TFirst comes
the Hudson Bay Railway, on which
we find the following:

. 1, The  Hudson Bay Railway—

./, Goyernment . Operation.

It presses for the construction of
the Hudson Bay Railway. As 1
understand  it,: both oparties in this
couintry “have ‘committed themselves
to the construction of this railway.

But the west asks for something
more. ' Tt ‘ask§ that the construction
of that railway should be by the gov-
ernment @nd-that the operation of it
should be such as to ensure absolute,
thoreughi-control of rates, effective
competition and no monopoly; and-
‘that demand on the part of the west
seems to e eminéntly reasonable.

That is the whole of the quototion,
set 6\1', by a friendly hand, perhaps
the hand of ‘Mr. Borden himself. It
is' to “be ' taken -therefore ~as fairly
stating -the . position  that gentleman

when they see it. Here has been
‘the Winnipeg Telegram shouting for
months that the duties on agricul-
tural implements were too high, that
the implement makers were mostly
Grits who. deserved decapitation any-
Government
away with the
And all

names for not doing
'duty bodily and promptly.

T ng. Borden wcould say was that he

did not kriow whether the duty ought
to be reduced or not. Again the
unknown quantity alone can indicate
his declared opinion.

The public domain of western
provinces was the next g¥estion to
which Mr, Borden addressed himself.,
The quotation follows:

4, The Public Domain for the

Western Provinces.

In the fourth place the west de-
mandsg that the government of this
.country should hand over to the
people of the three western provinces
jtheir public domain to be adminis-
tered by their own governments un-
der control of their own legislatures.
They say they are free men, and,
being free men in a free country,
.they Lave as good a right to control
through their own local legislatures
and by their own provincial execu-
tive the administration of their'pub-
lic lands as have the people of any
of the eastérn provinces who enjoy
and have enjoyed that right.

.

That the people of these provinces
have an entire right to control the
public domain if they: want to, no
responsible party has questioned. It
is purely a question of whether it
would be advisable, financially and
otherwise, for them to do so. They
now get an annual cash grant in

L e e
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“perpetuity in lieun of the control of
{this domain, and. the question is
whéthier it would pay them better
to forego this. grant and take the
'domaln, or continue to draw the
cash and let the Dominion handle
'the domain. What he would dp
ia.bout the cash grant Mr. Bord@n
jhad r}othing to say. An as the get-
ting or not getting of the cash is
;the whole guestion, his silence again
relegates his pronouncement to the
category of the unknown quantities.

It transpires that no one, from
ithe YMayor 'down, knew what the
ibylaw submitted to the ratepaycrs
,on Monday 'really meant. What it
{was taken to be was a bylaw author-
‘izing the council to borrow $100,000
‘with which to commence the ‘de-
velopment of water power at Grand
Rapids on the Athabasca river, That
was the .meaning His Worship' at-
tached to it in statements given ihe
press, a meaning which seemed to
be borne out by the wbpding of the
bylaw. It turns out that—if the
secretary-treasurer is
was nothing of the kind; but mefely
a bylaw empowering the council to
accept the offer of power privileges,
but not authorizing them to borrow
any money with which to undertake
,the work of :development. The vote
was not on the question of whether
we should investigate the advisabil-
ity of developing power at Grand
Rapids, but ‘' on the question of
whether we should plunge into th'e
development of power there without
investigation.

One of Mr. Borden's larguments
against reciprocity is that it would
destroy the usefulness of the Hud-
son Bay Railway, by causing our
grain to go to the Unitd) States mar-
|kets instead of to those of the Old
iLand. He could hardly give strong-
,er testimony to the benefit of reci-
1proclty to the Canadian grain. grow-
ier. Our grain will not go to the
!United States unless there is more
jmoney in sending it there than in
!sending it elsewhere. His statement
gis that the markets of the United
{States will return the grain grower
better prices than he can get in the
markets across the water, even with
the reduced cost of transportation
,brought about by the Hudson Bay
{route. That, he says, is one reason
why he opposes reciprocity.

Commissioner Bouillon advises the
commencement of a systematic
i policy of park improvement.
}Whether his plans are agreed with
or not, the idea underlying them is
‘a good one. Edmonton is advanced
in every other feature of civic: enter-
prise. It should not lag in this one.
'What is wanted is not that a great
deal be done immediately, but that
a scheme be adopted which will en-
sure- a certain amount of improves
ment work Dbeing done each year,
.the rate of progress Peing adjusted
to the general growth»of the city
and its increasing needs, '‘and the
ultimate result a comprehensive sys-
tem of completed parks within a fix-
ed period.

Mr. Borden thinks the reciprocity
movement fis inspired by devils.
‘That at best is not a very compli-
mentary way of referring to the
Grain Growers. Having so charac-
terized them, however, the leader
must not be displeased if they in
turn admit a «deep conviction that
the opponents of reciprocity are the
,emissaries and agents of the powers
of darkness.

The - national council of women
had to adjourn because the ladies
were not content to speak one at
a time. Some of them must have
been reading the reports of pro-
’cedings in the House of Commons.
‘Apparently the entrance of women
‘into politics will not being improve-
ment in the matter of courtesy.

The Washington legislators are
trying to find out why the United
States steel trust selld icheaper to
the outsider than to the home con-
sumer. The answer is easy; it has
to. At home it has a monopoly,
thanks to the iprotective ‘tariff;
abroad it has competition.

i

Eleven firms are tendering for the
proposed issue of city bonds. The
Winnipeg Telegram’s theory that re-
ciprocity prospects have injured the
credit of Canadian cities does not
seem to be accepted by the men who
have money to lend.

Reciprocity ‘or restriction?

Sydney Record—It was just plain
rum in Colchester this time. It was
rather early for tomatoes.

Saskatoon Phoenix—More sub-di-
visions are foreshadowed. There cfin
be too much of a good thing; and
ithe tendency in Saskatoon is to over-
do the sub-division industry.

Lethbridge Herald—It: is' good
business to buy cheap and sell dear,
Hon. Frank Oliver proves beyond a
doubt that reciprocity will enable the
farmers of Canada as well as other
citizens to do this.

Montreal Herald—When Mr. Bor-
den gets to Regina, will Mr. Haultain
and the other Conservatives in the
Legislature, who all favor recipro-
city, stay away from the dinner to
be given by the thick and thin par-
tisans ?

Toronto Star—Toronto News says:
“At least there is this signficance in
the Nova Scotia election. The Lib-
eral Government did not venture to
force the trade agreement with
‘Washington upon the people.”  But

correct—it-

~
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the Halifax - Herald, . Conservative,
did force the issue. It asked for a
verdict on reciprocity, and got it.

Kingston Whig—Prison for - the
trust kings, which reminds us that
a convict in Kingston penitentiary
protested -against having to associate
with so many bank managers, presi-
dents and “gents”’ of the kind. ‘Too
much tone here altogether,” he re-
marked. “It's no place for a man
like me.”

Bishop Mills, addrcssing the Angli-
can Synod at Kingston, Ont.: “I
think that is the greatest nonsense
that ever came from the mouths of
supposedly sane men; as a Canadian
I reSent it. I would think little of
my loyalty to the British crown, and
the British Empire, if it depended on
tariff schedules.”

Regina Leader—Mr, Borden says
the West ‘has - demanded certain
things, four in all, of the Ottawa
Govenment—Hudson’s Bay  ailway,
terminal elevators, lower duties cn
agricultural implements, the public
domain—but, Mr. - Borden, what
about reciprocity? It was included
along with the other demands, was
it not? And the increase in the
British preference and wultimate free
trade  with Britain, was it not also
one of the demands? . What about
it? And a general reduction all
along the line, was it not also a de-
mand? What about it, too, Mr. Bor-
d

Saskatoon Pheonix—The. Toronto
schoo]l of loyalists has always been
distinguished in Canada more for its
‘protestations than anything else. Its
prestige received a severe blow in the
eyes of Englishmen some years ago,

when a squad of blue-jackets from

the Rouyal Navy were -invited to
grace the National Exhibition there
with their presence and were quart-
ered at the show and fed on hay. No
one takes them seriously except
themselves, and in the eyes of Con-
adians generally they cut about as
much - figure ‘as the debating society
of a ladies’ college .

Toronto Globe—The most striking
local victory of the late. election in
Nova Scotia was won in Halifax,
where the three elected Liberals had
majorities respectively over . ‘their
Conservative opponents of 1,056, 1,-
366, and 1,969. This simply means
that the constituency of which Mr.
R. L. Borden is one of the represen-
tatives in the House of Commons has
gone completely over to Liberalism.
Halifax is one of the few constitu-
encies in Nova Scotia ‘in which there
was some discussion ‘of the recipro-
city agreement and that was chiefly
at the beginning of the campaign.
Probably because the Conservative
candidates found their attitude on

the question unpopular the discus- |

sion of it virtually ceased
polling week. It seems from these
figures that Mr. Borden moy hove
to come back to Carlefon for a séat
if he forces an election th.s fall on

the reciprocity agregment  ratifica-
tion, A

before

» .

Winnipeg Telegra.ni—New York’s
legislature has adopted prolably the
most dramatic law ever enacted to
put an end .to the ecarrying of deadly
weapons by unauthorized persons.
Here are sbme of its Dbrovisions:
| Neo person in the state will be al-
lowed to possess a deadly weapon
without an ‘official ‘written permit.
The sale of any firearm of g size to
allow being concealed about the per-
son is prohibited extept in cases
where would-be purchasers have per-
mits.. Dealers are obliged to keep
open at all times to. inspection by
police, records of sales, giving the
name, residence, age and occupation
of ‘buyer.

As in connection with so many
other subjects covered by legislation,
everything will depend on the fidelity
with which the provisions of the law
are carried into éffect But the
statute certainly furhishes adequate
machinery for lessening of murderous

crimes and the 'discouragement of ;

thuggery.
Yorkton Times—The strongest fea-
lture of Hon. Frank Oliver’s first ad-

;dress delivered on his western tour, '

was the lucig way in which he pic-
tured the interests opposed to reci-
procity. As he remarked, a powerful
argument in favor of reciprocity is
found by pulling agide the curtains
and looking at the interests opposed
to freedom in trade. All the illegita-
mate interests are fighting against
reciprocity. All .the interests that
profit by smothering competition in
Canada oppose freedom.in trade with
both - the United States and DBritain
and are deadly enemies of recipro-
city. It is undoubtedly a case of
the masses against the plutocracy.
The. coming test is one that will re-
veal just how much real manhood
and self-reliance there is in the aver-
age Canadian.
made of th real stuff, the good stuff,
as we say in. this country, he will
serve notice that the people have at
last decided to take a real hand in
the government of Canada. It is
seldom that the opportunity is given
to the people to pronounce upon one
great prineiple. Let the
emerge victorious from the tarift
battle and other reforms are bound
to follow in  quick -succession. The
beople. will' have felt their power.

MATTERS MUNICIPAL.

On Monday ratepayers of the city
are to vote on a bylaw authorizing
xthe expenditure of $100,000 on the
development of water power at Grand
Rapids. The objection 'to the bylaw
is fairly well stated in the title, which
reads, “A bylaw to authorize the ex-
“penditure of $100,000 in the develop-
“ment of water power at Grand Rap-
“ids, on the Athabasca river.” As
the heading states, the passage of the
bylaw would authorize the council to
undertake this project—however cost-
ly—without further submission of the
question to the people. Unfortunate-
ly: the public have no accurate infor-
mation, to say nothing of any detajl-

if the Canadian is

peopje {

ed info’rmatloﬁ, as to the probable
output of the proposed power plant,
or @as to its probable cost
We know neither what! the cost will
likely Dbe, ‘nor what the amount of
power we can calculate with any cer-
tainty on getting for the outlay. The
only survey yet made of the site was
a most hasty one, one upon which no
eng:neer would think of staking his
reputation by making even approxi-
mate estimates of the probable cost
or the probable power output to be
obtainel for the money. The pas-
gsage of the bylaw would mnot of
course bind the council to proecced
with the enterprise, but .it would
authorize them to do so, and not only
to gpend this hundred thousand -but
to bind the gity to make further ex-
penditures during the next three years
of a Hundred thousand doilars in eacu
year. And nobody knows whether
when,the four hyndred thousand dol-
lars had been spent we should have a
completed power plant-or a power
plant only begun.

|- 1tiis not of course to be supposed
that:the council would undertake the'
pnterprise until they had satigfed
themselves that the -Tresults would
justify ‘the expenditure. But upon
that question the ratepayers are pro-
perly entitled to have a say. It is
not enough in a matter of such vast
,consequence that the aldermen be
|satisﬁed as to the outcome; the rate-
'payers should be satisfied also; and,
the first step toward enabling the
ratepayers to form an intelligent
opinion on the matter is to have a
_thorough survey of the site made, and
detailed and explicit estimates pro-
vided as to the probable total cost
and the amount of power which could
likely be developed by this expendi-
ture. If the present bylaw were one
to provide $25,000 or go for the pur-
pose of having such investigation
made, it would be the part of civic
enterprise to ratify the expenditure

| But to authorize the council to un-
'dertake an enterprise certain to be
costly and how costly no one pre-
tends to have any idea, and of the
outcome of which no one has more
than a guess, would be folly. The
Bulletin has every confidence that the
aldermen would exercise their best
judgment as to whether they should
proceed with the work or not, but
this is a matter in which the collect-
ive judgment of the whole commun-
ity should be exercised, and that with
full information as to the probable
cost and probable returns in power.
This information not being available
it would be folly to authorize the un-
dertaking.

In a communication published in
the Dulletin yesterday His Worship
the. Mayor set forth the argument|
that unless the bylaw carries on Mon-
day the city will lose the benefit of
the application which has been made
'and accepted. That, unfortunately, is
“truc—unless the Government granted
another extension of time.

As pointed out in His Worship's
letter the city council was given four
months’ from the 3rd of April in
which to investigate the possibilities
of power development, its probable
cost, and to get the bylaw passed au-
thorizing $100,000 expenditure on the
work next year. Nothing has been
done, and nothing is being done in
the way of finding out whether it
would pay to undertake the work or
not. Instead, the matter has been
left in abeyance, the bylaw is now
'submitted and the people asked to
pass it, in faith that the council will
make a proper investigation and that
the conclusion of the aldermen from
that investigation will be what the
ratepayers themselves would decide if
given the chance. !
1 It does not 1 ecessarily follow that
the rejection of the bylaw on Mon-
' day would mean the loss of the priv-
ilege to undertake this work. On the
authority of the Mayor an extension
of time has been granted whenever
it has been asked for; the council in
fact has been fooling away time over
the proposition since early last sum
mer. That in itself is pretty gcod
ground for belief that a further ex-
tension of time would be granted pro-
vided the council gave assurance that
they would get something of a move
on in the matter of finding out whe-
ther the city really wants to develop
the power or not. The threatened
loss of the privilege of developing
power. can not obscure the fact that
the council has had plenty of time to
secure the information necessary to
an ‘intelligent conclusion on the mat-
ter, and has done nothing to that
end. But that extension of time was
granted before is reason to suppose it
would be granted again—on assur-
ance that the time would be made
use of.

The committee on amalgamation
struck .a snag when some property-
"holders in the vicinity of Strathcona
loffered to pay the cost of building a
street railway line to their property. !
The Strathcona delegates took up the
offer and made it a condition of un-
fon. The Edmonton delegates thought
the precedent would be a dangerous
-one and would ‘bring similar danger-
‘ous offers from the holders of sub-
,divisions  elsewhere. Undoubtedly
,there would be risk in entering upon
~such course; risk, not only to union,
but to the financial stability of the
street railway system. It seems too
bad to let a man get away with an
offer to pay for a mile of street rail-
way which the city may eventnally
have to build. The real danger is in
the addition to the fixed charges
which would have to be borne by the
‘stroet railway or the city if any large

e —————— T —
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them.
|

{

running through
subdivisions were
taken on. Possibly an arangement
could be worked out along ‘the line
of the owners of such property guar-
anteeing the interest on the cost for
a number of years, or until the popu-
location reached a certain figure. An-
other congideration would have to be
that the service should be proportion-
ed to the patronage. As compared to
no service at all, a service once:per
hour throughout the day and evening
would be a great boon to the resi-
dents of  outlying districts, and ~of
corresponding advantage to those
who own the property and are trying
to sell it for residential purposes. If
those making propositions of thiz kind
to the city were willing to accept a
gervice such as the conditions really
warraat and to assure the city against
the burden of the fixed cuarges oun aun
entcrprise in which they stand to
most largely benefit, it should be pos-
eible to make some arrangement with
The city would of cour.e have
to reserve the right to dogmatically
decide whether any such offer should
be accepted in respect of any particu-
lar subdivision. A standing offer,
without any restriction of this kind,
would either such character
that property owners would not ac-
cept it or that it would not be safe
for the city.

number of lines
sparsely settled

be of

The Canadian National League is
the name chosen for themselves by
an organization of Toronto gentlemen
who are opposed to reciprocity. The
league is sending out its literature
in large quantities, it seems.
general run is of the kind which has
recently reached the Bulletin office 1t
is to be hoped the issue is large and
the distribution general. The first
gem «contained in one of the pam-
phlets to hand is this: “The state-
that the United States  can
off the duty from wheat and
themsclves, if they
The American mill-
would like to do
farmcrs of the .\Ii’ddlu
North West states know
them and turn
markets the products of
North West. There
“would be no chance of spfcess at
“present for a bald proposition to
“take theeduty off wheat and cattle
“going into the United States.
“The only reason it is serious-
“ly considered is that it is
“combined with other concessions
“contained in this Treaty.” That is
no doubt, the truth. If the Gov-
ernment had not concluded this
agreement the Canadian farmer had
not a ghost of a show of getting his
products admitted freely ‘into the
United States markets. Then ,hurrah
for reciprocity.

“ment
“take
“cattle
“is fallacious.
‘“lers ‘and
“*it but the
“West and
“that it
“into

wish to,

packers

will injure
their

“the Cangdian

The
demonstrate to

builders exchange will try to
the board of trade
that the cement merger was re-
sponsible for the recent shortage
of dement in Edmonton, and the re-
sulting -tie~up of building operations.

"""Fne action is taken in the effort to

have the board petition the govern-
ment to abolish the duty on cement.
It might be well to broaden the in-
quiry and find out whether the mersg-

er has in any way acted in restraint

impreper boosting
of prices. This would include the
question now before the house, and
would also allow. investigation to pro-
ceed along-other lines if necessary or
advisable.

of trade or the

The Press
continues to
papers with the more or
esting remarks of the London
papers anent reciprocity and Sir Wil-
frid Laurier—omitting religiously any-
thing that may or might be said on
the other side. 3y hook or crook—
most likely by some crook—the as-
sociated press service has been twist-
ed.into an agency for the dissemina-
tion of protectionist campaign litera-
ture. To enable this service to be

Canadian Associated
feed Canadian
less inter-
Tory

news-

started the Dominion Government a,

few years ago adopted the expedient
of making an annual grant toward
its cost. If the grant is still being
drawn somebody should take a look
into the internal workings of this
machine which the public are help-
ing to pay for.

The Medicine Hat board of trade
protests against Calgary ringing in
a few Winnipeg wholesalers to help
persuade Mr. William Whyte where

If the |

o~ ——
the C.P.R.

located.
protest

ear - shops should be

Edmonton has lodged no
against the performances of
cither of the southern villages, rely-
ing on the native sense of Mr. Whyte
jto put the shops where they belong
—in Edmonton,

Mayor Armstrong’'s trnibute to City
Assessor  McMilian  has
rcarned. There are few
y which make it

becn WE
occupation
necessary to trample

jen some feelings or interests
that of
property for taxation purposes.

navigate this dur

ones

more often than valuating

maa who can
jv;u‘s when -the assessment is being
‘simrm‘\' advanced, without draw
lalter him a posse of angry
deserves a medal.

properiy

Jwners,

The scarlet tever epidemic is aba
ing. That i» the best recason po.sibl
. why the measurcs which have che
rigorous

| ed “its should be

i

spread
cnforced until it is extinct—and th
{ enforced to keep it irom coming
lite again.

The . seamen’s strike is likely
be scttled early. That will be pleas
ing news to the fellow who mortgag-
!ul the family cook-stove to run over
to the coronation, A prolonged stay
in the Old Land would be inconveni-
ent for him.

>

Reciprocity or no. reciprocity?

BACKING DOWN.

Montreal Herald—According to the
reports of his latest speeches, Mr.
Borden is not for forcing the govern-
ment to go to the country on the re-
ciprocity policy; he is merely prepar-
ing for an election which he assumes
that the government will order.

This is piping to a much milder
tune than some of his lieutenants
play. They tell the electors that the
party in Parliament will leave no-
:Lhing undone to force the Govern-
'ment to go before the electors before
giving effect to the new pelicy. It
is they who are responsible for the
 talk about elections, for if Mr. Dor-
den and his friends are ready to vote
on the tariff agreement and let their
objection to if form part of their
general complaint against the govern-
ment when the time comes, then
there is no hurry at all about an elec-
tion, and there is little or no hur
at all about an election, and there
little or no prospect of one being held
at the instance of the Government
for a year or more. In fact, unless
the Cpposition insist with all their
force upon an election, when Parlia-
ment reassembles, it is going to be
very difficult for Sir Wilfrid, however
keen he may be, to find a
excuse for asking a dissolution.

No doubt Mr. Borden begins to see
that he is in an -awkward position.
If he compels a dissoJution on the
reciprocity iusue the election will
have to be fought con that, and how
is he going to fight it, with Mr. Haul-
tain and the Prairie Conservatives
against him, and with Mr. Bourassa
favoring reciprocity in Quebec? It
shrewd on his part to pouse as the
expectant “victim of a precipitatec
dissohlution, and to invi ‘he
ance of all who are agreed upon op-
posing the Government however
much they may disagree among
themselves. But that is a long, long
way from the attitude of militant hos-
tility. which is heing adopted by some
of his high chested lieutenants,

suitable

assisti-

It is observable that when an
'agreement is to be negotiated with a
| company seeking a franchise from
the city, Mr. Douillon is the man
chosen {o represent the city: In the
existing condition of things at the
| city hall that is a rare tribute to h's
ability. If it were not recognized that
in such matters he is better qualified
than any- of - his colleagues on the
commission or the council, or than al]
of them together, would he be select-
ed? Men whoese critics are obliged to
pay them such compliments are not
very plentiful. If the council really
want to make the commissioner sys-
temn a success, the way would seem
to be to look about for a man who
can handle men as well as they seem
to believe Mr. Bouillon can handle
business—and then let them alone.
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India’s wheat crop is estimated at
369,000,000 bushels. There are other
countries in the world which
wheat in larger quantities than Can-
ada. That is a pretty good reason
why we should take every opportun-
ity that offers to gain access to a
consuming market.

grn\\'

Swat the fly. This-is not tendered
as advice to the home team.

Manufacturers

Nichols Bros.

Edmonton Sawmiil Manufactory

‘The best that money can buy.
in stock. Saws hammered and gumm-
ed, and all sawmill repairs.

Phone 2312.

of Sawmill

Always

103 Syndicate Avenue
Edmonton
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f;ﬁ;cwl{oyal Trust Co.

MONTREAL.

Capital fully paid up <. <. «...
Reserve Fund .. .. .« ¢ 50 oo
Zoard of
Right Hon. Lord Strathecona
and Mount Royal, G.C.3.G.,
President.
Sir Edward Clonston, Bart,
Vice-President.

Money to Loan on
improved Farms

FEdmonton Agency—
Bank of Montreal Building,
E. C. PARDEE, Agent.

A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y YA Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y R WY A YO

. $1,000,000
. $1,000,000

Dircctors:
Sir H. Montagu Allan
. B. Angus
. Baumgarten
. B. Greenshields
. M., Hays
. R. Hosmer
H. V. Meredith
David Morrice
Sir . W. C. Macdonald
Hon. R. Mackay
James Ross
A. Macnidr
Sir xaomas Shaughnessy, K.C.V.
S8ir Wm. C. Van Horne, K. C. M.
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