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THE PROBABIL1IC1ES.
G. N. W. Special. |
Toronto, Dec. 28.—10 a. m.—Wester-

Iv winds, fair and cootinued cold tu-
day and to-morrow. i

LOCAL BRIERS

Ald. Geo. Shephens is confined to
his residence from a severe cold that
~vill provent bim from continuiog his
canvass.

F. Star Jarvis is stopping with
Kingsley Holmes until to-morrow.
Star is in the employ of the New York
Life in New York.

Be':ry Porter, late of Ridgetowa,
has removed his family to Detroit,
where he will resame the practise of
law. i ¢

Beforc Judge Bell in tbe county
ecourt this morning Thos. Arpesu was
charged with an offeoce under the
Obariton Act upon one Emma Reaume,
agirlof 14 years. W. F. Smith ap-

for the accused, while J. B.

kio, B. A, Q. C., was nt oo

bebalf of one Fred. Beachill, whom the

defence alleged was connected with the

offence. Arpeau was copvicted and

sentenced to four years in the peni-
tentiary.

At the meeting of Court Ubnity, No.
€900, A. O. F., in the Oddfellow’s
block, last pight, Cbas. R. Cape was
nppointed Secretary pro. tem, Déces-
sitated by the death of the late Chas.
H. Sullivan, late secretary. The
charter of the lodge was draped for the
psua! 30 days. A committee was ap-
pointed to get up a suitable letter of
condolence to re. Sullivan on the
death of ber husband. The smoker,
which was to have taken place last
evening, was.postponed in deference to
their late secretary. ’ =

OLDERSHAW-PAXTON.

Rosedsle Farm, the residence. of
Isaac Oldershaw, Harwich, was the
scene of & very pretty weddiog last
eveping when Miss Minnie Oldershaw
was upited in marriage t9 James Pax-
ton. of Dover. Rev, Dr. Haonoo of-
ficiated. Miss Daiey Oldersbaw acted
as bridesmaid while the groom was
ably supported by Jobo McKerrall, of
the firra of McCorvie & McKerrall
Over fifty guests were present. Every-
one was in the best of spirite heighten-
ed by the music furgished by The
mandolin and guitar club aod by the
sumptuous banquet which followed the
cerewony. The presents were pnumerous
and “weil chosen. The bappy couple
left at & late hour for their new home.
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Minard's Linimient is used by Physi-
cians. b
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[BLEW UP A HOUSE

It was a Nuissnce to ﬂélenl
Metheun’s Men ™

So They Dropped a Lyddite Shell on
it--A Recosusissence.

Modder River, Dec. 25.—A reconnais-
eance by the British this morning
drew out a heavier artillery fire than
has been experienced since the Boers
occupied Magersfontein.

The British had determined to de-
strdy a house on the bank of the river
that the Boers were using as a shelter
from which their sharpshooters picked
off incautious British soldiers.

At dawn the 12 pounders and the 4%-
inch lyddite gun, with three wagons.
escorted by the 12th Lancers, moved
out to attack the Boer lines in front of
the kopjes. The wagons were fasten-
ed behind the river bank.

As soon as the British were seen by
the Boers they opened fire upon them.

There was a party of Boers station-
ed 20 yards-from the well, near Gan-
ger's cottage. A detachment of Lane-
ers attacked them, but they scattered
unharmed. ‘

The Boers worked andther gun from
the railway track to the north.

Altogether they had four guns, be-
sides two quick-firers. These guns
were mostly mounted beyond the orest
of the kopje. The heaviest fire was
directed against the Lancers.

The object of the reconnaissance was
successfully carried out, the house on
the bank being blown up, creating a
great dust.

The Boers fired a few shots after-
wards, but the British made no reply.

Four of the horses of the Lancers
were hit by a shell. None of the men
were hurt.

The enemy have brought = their
trenches a thousand yards nearer to
the British lines since the repulse of
the English at Magersfontein.

The reconnaissance established the
fact that they have not advanced many
of .their guns. Their vanishing gun is
nearest the British lines. 7

———————

CIVIL MARRIAGES.

Washington, Dec. 28 —Gen. Otis has
jssued a decree, authorizicg the cele-
bration of civil marrizcges in the Phi
lippines, and Secretary Root hae ap-
proved the action, Hitherto a'l mar-
riages were celebrated by the Catholic
Cburch, so tnat Protestants and non-
Christians were probibited froma marryf
ing. The decree does not interfere
with the Catholics, who may be mar-
ried according to their own rites, but
extends ihe privilege of civil marriages
to those who desire it, just as is prac-
ticed in the United States.
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LER'S AID.

Canadian Cuﬁagen-ﬂcve Lost
Their Brigade Commender.

How Lord Methuen Almost had the
Boers Defeited.

London, Dec. 28.—Cape Town des-
patches say: Col. Beesard, command-

ing the Canadian contingent of troops
is to join the staff of Gen. Buller, all
the members of which are proceeding
to Natal, indicating that Gen. Buller’s
sphere will shortly be confined to Na-
tal. '
A man named Green, a former ser-
geant-major of the British balloon de-
partment, is among the Boer pris-
oneis captured \at Magersfontein,
Green, who desertéd from Aldershot in
1893, admitted that he had been some
time in the service of the Boers and
had instructed them in trenching. He
says there were 23,000 Boers at Mag-
ersfontein, 21,000 of whom were en-
gaged the day of the battle. The Boer
losses, he also asserts, were very heavy
the trenches being full of dead. Green
further declares that if the attack
had been pressed the Boers would have
yielded. He says the Boer horses have
to be taken to the Modder river, as
water is so scarce at Magersfontein.
London, Dec. 28. — The War Office
has received the following froml Cape
Town, dated Wednesday, Dec. 27:
“Gen. Methuen reports as follows:
‘At 9.30. o'clock yesterday evening the
Boers on the south side of Magersfon-
tein opened a-very heavy fire for some
time. This morning the naval brigade
fired at the enemy at the west part
of Magersfontein. The cavalry bri-
gade is ;wonnoitering in a northeast-
erly direction.
“‘Lieut. Masters has made an ex-
tended reconnaissance westward “and
northward of Enslein, and reports ail
well. The farmers were glad to sée
our men. They were suffering from
want of food.
*“ ‘] have established a market here,
where I can’ipurchase fresh milk and
vegetables, selling to the farmers tea
and other articles which they cannot
otherwise purchase. Heavy rain fell
last nighf.’
“Gatacre apd French report no
change in the situation. Biden-Pow-
ell reports all well Dec. 12.”

A SECRET TREATY.
New Yark, Dec. 28.—A despatch to
the Herald from Berlin says: The
Lokal Anzeiger publishes the contents
of the AngldGerman4tlortugese se-
cret treaty. This treaty will have
executive force as soon as the Swiss
jurists, Messrs. Blaesi, Hensler and
Goldau, have given a decision in the
Delagoa arbitration. The decision, it
is expected, will be given in January
or February, and wiil probably be in
favor of England, in which case Portu-
gal must pay to Great Britain and the
United Statesan indemnity of $9,500,-
000. Great Britain in 1891 obtained
from Portugal the right of pre-emp-
tion in Delagoa bay. The gession of
Delagoa Bay to Britain may ‘therefore
-he expected in March, and it~& possi-
bie ~+hat President Kruger” may de-
clare war on Portugal and attack
delagoa at onve,
To prevent any interference by
France or Russin. Britain concluded
a secret treaty with Germeiny regat d-
ing the complete partition of the Por-
Germany

tagese coivpial possessions.
is to receive all Portagal's Astatic pos-
sessions—ithat 18-t say, Timor, Goa,
Damaio, Macao and Dia, with 20,000
square miles of territ wnd a miilion
tnhabitants

Germany farther receives in Afrien
Il Portugese territor north of
Mozambiqus except a strip of land
three miles wide for Cecil Rhodesfs
trans-African railway For this
German government will pay Portugal
25,000,000 marks

Britain receives the nainming Af-
ican possessions of Por gal, which
contain 2,000,000 squ.r> Kilometers wnd
have 13,000,600 i nis. The 1
w s arrangemen

o Portug
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