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I contempt, and that the legal powers 

i vested in the City Council by the 
I federal Order in Council should he 
i exercised so tar as the firm of F. H 
i Walsh is concerned. A recommenda
tion thereon is made in this report.

MAIN CAUSES OF HIGH COST OF LIVING ARE 
BEYOND CONTROL OF THE MUNICIPALITY
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1 An offer was made in the press!
by Mr. Louis Slander, on behalf of 

, the Standard Coal Co., to pay $100 
cant lots, upon which it has already to the Patriotic Fund if one orde; 
reported to the Council, and the could be produced showing that firm 
possibility of securing for our citi-i had charged more* than $11.00 per 

ns a cheap and adequate supply of ton. In connection- with such offer 
he fish. certain observations were made
A stunmary of the findings of till which appeared to reflect on the 

Committee on such subjects is re- Committee, although the latter had 
corded below: —

Vito believe
,i Committee of H. C. of L. Concluded Its 

Work Last Evening; Municipal Pro- ^ 
duction of Domestic Staples Advo
cated as Partial Solution of Diffi
culty; Many Increases Justifiable
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the
not singled out Mr. Stander, or his 
firm, for adverse criticism. 
Stander was, therefore, invited t > 
attend one of the sittings of the 
Committee when vouchers were 
produced to him showing that $12 
per ton had been charged in one 
case, and $11.50 in another, 
decided by agreement between the 
Committee and Mr. Stander, and on 
the initiative of the latter, to sub
mit the question of whether or not

Coal. Mr. [v Us
On December 15th last, the dsts 

the major portion of the investiga
tion on this question took place, the 
retail prices of coal in Brantford, as 
given by merchants, were pea $7.75, 
egg $8.50 and nut $8.75. The cost 
price at the international boundary 
was pea $6.10, nut $6.50 and egg 
$6.35 respectively. Thereto it is i 
necessary to add, to cover actual 
outlay, 7 7c per ton freight from the 11111 f‘r the terms ol his offer he was 
border, and also delivery and op- ur™er aD obligation to pay $100.00 
crating expenses. At the i retail to the Patriotic Fund, for the 
prices named the merchants of the Cls,0n °t. three independent persons, 
city were charging 25c per ton in ^ne nominated by Mr. Stander, one 
excess of those ruling in Guelph. thc[Committee, and the third by 
where the merchants have to pay the other two. Mr. Stander has, on 
22c per ton more in freight from several occasions, been requested to 
the boundary, owing to the longer submit the name of his nominee 
haul. Since the completion of the s,*ch requests have been ignored, 
committee’s coal investigations the 16 Committee places the fact 
above mentioned retail prices have 'ec°rd, but feels that any comment 
been increased owing to scarcity. It leieon is 
is probable that the average in
crease of. prices in the city was 
wholly, or in part, justified by the 
necessity ot merchants having to 
pav a premium to get deliveries.

Walsh Case
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) /' LIt was '1The business of the committee on the high cost of living, was 
mind up in peremptory order at a meeting last evening, when the 

- .i i it drafted tor submission to the City Council was discussed 
.a revised. The work of the committee from the time of its in- 

. |>;ion in December last, is summarized, both a review of the ex
piions conducted and the conclusions arrived at. In many cases 
increased prices are deemed i ustifiable. and were necessitated 

iIn increase in the cost of labor and material, but in other in- 
in i s. cases of extortionate charges have been proven. The corn- 

reports that the main causes of the increase in the high cost 
hving are beyond the control of the municipality, but submits 

Ix-i- ol recommendations iut ended to help solve the problem, 
ns the appointment of a committee from the City Council to 

with local dealers, and agree upon reasonable prices, the 
id! liment of municipal food supply plants, the fixing of prices 
ili, Federal Government, a more efficient, marketing organiza- 

.m ol the farmers of the province; the establishment of govern- 
rn 1 cold storage warehouses for gathering and distribution of 

: i produce. Special recommendations are made in two instances: 
i the city council, under clause 5 of the Federal Order in 
mil, require written affirmed information from the firm of F; 
Walsh and Son. as to the charges against them of selling coal 
exorbitant prices; also that tne price of fish taken from the 

• lakes he fixed by the provincial government.
The text of the "report reads as follows: —
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Bread cnJyS — •Wl'S-w

$45.00 (merelyThey Committee ru;;y examined 
the bakers invited to give informa 
tion. The rise in productive costs 
since the outbreak of war was fully 
gone into, and, upon the information 

, r . i en, tlie Com mit tee is of opinion 
The Committee received from and that the increaeea were justified It 

investigated complaints of citizens was 9tated that flour had increased 
that extortionate prices had been 100 per cent and that i.charged by the coal and wood firm everyPrequisite In the y.
of F. H. Walsh. If was felt by the ^ ÙTTZ same'period m 

Committee that the said firm was creased to a substantial extent 
entitled to an opportunity to be Mj|k
heard in its own defence before ar- information was given to the
riving at any judgment on the mat- Committee that the cost to milk 
ter. instructions were accordingly vendors had increased from 15 cent- 
given that a courteous invitation be to 21 1-2 cents ner fln„„ “
given to the firm to attend a sit- commencement Jf thf war and that° 
ting of the Committee. The first i„ the same period delivery cost--' 
invitation was sent by the City Clerk had increased from 3 cents "to 41- 

and, returned ostensibly unopened, cents per gallon. Other items ineid 
although, upon examination of the entai to the retail distribution of 
envelope, it appeared to have been milk, itemised information as 
re-sealed. A second invitation sent which was given hart i, '
by the Committee, through its cor- clarcd, substantially increased* ^ 
responding secretary, was registered < oI(| stoi-ure
but It whs returned by the Post Of- The local cold storage firm hv
fjee authorities marked “refused." two of its representative uriid by 
The Committee is of opinion that on the committee it was not thair 
this firm shosld not, with impunity, ! practice to hold supplies for enhnn 
be allowed to treat the City Council, I ed prices. Denial was made of an v 
through one of its committees, with | organized attempt of cold storage
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give such information on the subject 
as members ol the Committee might 
individually desire, or the circum
stances of each case might suggest. 
This policy has proved to be satis- 
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exceptionfactory- and. wita 
hereinafter referreJ to, the Commit
tee has occasion 10 express its ap
preciation of the willingness of the 
merchants and producers interested 
to assist the Committee in its in-

(

$6.00, $6.50, $7.00 up to $11.00,, ; !.. the High Cost of Living 
: n. with few exceptions, in

session for over threevt-fkls
i,il> ils authority for investiga- 

,l,.i ived hy the City Council 
il Federal Order in Council, 

i- intined to persons and firms op- 
!,<rntill;; within Hie limits of 
.‘ .unioipality. Instead of demanding 

i produces and dealers shoul 1 
sworn testimony in writing, in 

eerdance with the requirements of 
■ i,. i un,t.iit:••<-. it was felt more con- Committee, feeling it relevant to the 

and effective in increase in the cox: of living, had
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ivestigations.
The Committee has investigated 

cost and price conditions prevailing 
in the following lines of business: 
Coal, bread, milk, cold storage and 
flour. While outside its authority 
under the Order in Council, the
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COMPLETE HOME FURNISHER
44 COLBORNE ST.
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"the committee also investigated and 
recommended the spare-time culti
vation of vacant lots in the city. 
Systematic saving of as large a pro
portion of individual incomes as pos
sible, while contributing to the fin
ancial resources of the nation, and 
the economic independence of the 
individual, also promotes produc
tion by diverting labor from luxur
ious to necessary pursuits.

In almost every country engaged 
in the war, as well as in some neu
tral countries, systematic treatment 
of the_unusual economic and indus
trial conditions thereby created has 
been undertaken by the respective 
governments interested ; conditions 
which, so far as the cost of living 
is concerned, are likely to continue 
and, indeed, may become- more acute 
for a considerable period after peace 

Continued on page twelve.

leacauit
firms to keep up prices, and to ab-’cipal supervision and control could 
nornial exportation was attributed effectually prevent individual trad- 
the principal cause of the increase ers, or combinations of traders, ag
in the prices of food produce.

Flour

H3IWM’t-=r
. gravating the problem by taking ad
vantage of scarcity conditions 

Mills, exact excessive profits, but the fund-
6? iw lL* to

The
through its representative, attribut- amental difficulty of the scarcity it- 
ed the increased cost of flour to self would remain. It cannot be 
much higher prices for wheat. At otherwise so long as it is necessary 
the outbreak of war wheat was 85c for many millions of men to be with- 
per bushel and it was at the date of drawn for military purposes from so- 
enquiry $1.65. In the same time daily necessary or useful occupa- 
flour had risen fron. $2.50 to $4.40. tions, and for millions of others to 
Formerly manufacturing expenses be exclusively engaged in providing 
were 25 cents per barrel and the for their unusual requirements. Ex
same had risen to 30c. A combina- tra productive efforts on the part of 
tion amongst millers to maintain people not engaged in military serv- 
prices was denied. It was stated ices, greater economy of labor by 
that the function of the Dominion more systematic organization, more 
Millers’ Association was to purchase sparing use of necessary commodi- 
wheat on behalf of Ontario millers, ties, and avoidance of luxuries will 
and it was not an organization to- relieve the situation, 
fix the selling price.

Canned Goods
The committee, through one of its I 

members, investigated costs of pro- | 
duction in a canning factory and ( 
submitted the information to the 
Minister of Labor. The same show- ( 
ed a wide and unreasonable dispar- I 
ity between the cost and selling 
prices of canned goods and a recom
mendation was made that the prices 
charged by the canners to the dis
tributive trade should be fixed by 
the government.
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Y B? Fish.
The committee is of the opinion 

in view of the high prices and gen
eral scarcity of meat products that 
the cultivation of the habit 6f cat
ting fish, as an alternative, would 
influence the price of meat in favor 
of the consumer. In addition to 
making enquiries in the lake fish
ing district west of St. Thomas, a 
member of the committee made per
sonal enquiries at Port Dover, the 
fishing centre most convenint to this 
city. There are two fishing companies 
at that port and, including the catch 
of individual fisherman who dispose 
of the same to the companies, the 
total annual yield is about 1000 
tons, which is marketed in the Uni
ted States and Canada. The inform
ants stated that the principal diffi
culty Jn the retail distribution of 
fish whs in getting responsible 
ties to undertake the same, 
being perishable and the stock, of 
necessity .rapidly disposed of and 
for cash, in the event of default the 
debtor has no seizable assets, and 
the risk of losses from bad debts 
was large in the smaller cities. In 
the larger cities there were well-es
tablished and reputable firms mak
ing considerable regular purchases 
of fish, and for this reason trade was 
cultivated there. In the case of re
sponsible parties undertaking dis
tribution a satisfactory supply of 
fish for this city fiom Port Dover 
can be relied upon.
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day — our Ice 

Cream Parlors are in 
full swing and we’ve 
enlarged our former 
space to make it more 
comfortable for you.
Our Soda Fountain is also 
at >our service, and our 
range of Sodas is the larg
est in the city.
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mv Conclusions.
As the result of its investigations 

your committee is of the opinion 
that the main causes of the increase 
in the cost of living are beyond the 
control of the municipality. While 
by more economical methods of dis
tribution, and the fixing of retail 
prices of staple necessaries under 
municipal supervision some savings 
might be effected, comprehensive 
treatment of the problem demands 
federal and. provincial action. Muni-
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^S3gg The Olympia Candy Works
1:'- gains in the past eighteen days.
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Any doctor will tell 
What you need in 

It’ii: 'list will make new 
kluilii up the nerx-es.
Pink Pills
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is the only 

at can no this speedily, 
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makes: new blood 
1rs ! he Skin, strengthens 
|e and makes tired, de- 
pn. women and children 
ive and strong. Mrs. 
br. Lemberg. Sask., Says : 
hesitatingly recommend 
n. Pink Pills : a blood 
1 tonic. I was very much 
when I began using the 
p lew boxes fully restor- 
Ith."'
| all medicine dealers or 

cents a box or six 
2-5 0.. from, the Dr. Will- 
line. Go., Brockville, Ont.
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