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thelr iporeses, why did we nod bosy-of their advsncement
immadiately after the Governor’s proclumation in 1852,
whish was opposition from 2 higher soures than any offer-
od in this House? I wmust say that I beliove the reason of
the inerease of Orange Lodges, is the sneouragement which
they have received from the head of the Goverament inthe
Jolony. .

Hon OOL. SECRETARY—To whom does the hon mem-
ver aliude, by the expression, ** Lead of the Goevernment
in the Colong ¥

Hon Mr WHELAN-My language s nob very unintelli-
gible; the ** head of the Government’” is not the hon Cul.
Socretary. I suy Orangeism owes ils increase in this Col-
oay, to the encouragement given iv in high places. Icun-
pot say [ aum sorry that it has progressed so far as to
want an act of incorporation. The ather Colonies have no
such Act on their statute Books. Tie British Government
has seb the decided mark of its disapprebation upon the
{Orange Institution, and oll similar secret socictics. Is it
shep fur o moment to be supposed, thas if the Bill prayed
for be passed, and go homs to she Duke of Neweastle—the
Colonisl Miniater, who accompanied His Royal Highness
shie Prince of Wales in his visit to these Colonies, and dis-
gountenanced the proceedings of the Orangemen in Cunada
. —wikl wet give it & rebuff, such 3 rebufl as will be gratify-
ing to my friends und myself 7 This application is unly to
give epporiunity to fevor aud cncourage religioas atrife
for a eertain purpose. Where Roman Cutholics aro noarly
ono half of the population, it is very unbecoming, to say
the lenst,for any Goveroment, or any individuasl connecied
with it—who should be patterns of morality—to uphold
an institution of the kiand. They should feel it to be their
duty to covsiliate the Roman Catholics of this Isiand ; but
let them go on. [ feel assured they will meet with sueh
a vebuff from the authorities at Home, as will chieck them
in their eaveer.

Mr BRECKEN I have listened very patiently to the
debate, Mr. Speaker, and regret that so much il feeling
hag arizen on this subject. I have not uttered or written a
word to hurt the feclings of any of my Homaa Catholic
fellow-subjects, and I deprecate as much as any man that
it should he necessary to bring up such subjects here. I
niave never orossed theo ihreshold of an Urange Lodge,
and know nothing of the principles of that body, escept
what hos been vead from the book of Cosstitulion lald on
the table, It may be that thers is no need of this assovia-
tion; it mny be that s i3 caleulated to cnuse religious
girife. But, Sir, thera hoas been religions strife in the
Calony for the last few years, and T believe it was not the
seeking of Protestants ; and, perbaps, il bon. mewmbers op-
posite had beon a little more temperate in their language,
i regard to Orangemen, on o furmer ocossion, this watter
© would pever buve coms defore the Legislature. From what
1 kunow of the Oranpge Institulion, 1 bslieve it is nothing
pore oF lesa than a Protestant assoeiation, and [ am unnbls
to see ob what grounds we ecan reluse iven Act of Incor.
poration, simply to enable it tojmanuge its property. We
eannot urge 68 na objection that it will arouse religious
aniraosities, for is it not a fuet that feelings of this kind
have boew rie for several years ! Why is it that we now
cga on the side of Liberalisgm, in this House, those whe
wore all along on the side of Consorvatism?  Why was ic
thins at the Blestion four years age, after ths Governmeont
had been eight-years under the guidaned of the presens
leader of the Opposition, we had this religlous strife firss so
genesal? It was, I suppose, the resals of bis administra.
sion. Wa find this strife continued, and a1l Roman
Catholics banded on one side ab the last Bleotion. 1 have
nover offered an insult to any Roman Cathelie, nor given
them any cauge of offence, but I must eay that thongh 1
fiad beew the Qrand Master of the Orsogs Lodge himself,
1 could not have met with more determined opposition than
§ received in running my election. There is no doubt that
the Roman Catholie Church is a eplendid iostitution, as
she all works to o common centre. She iz an example %o
ail Protesiant Churches in this respect. I3 is juat possible,

tuo, that the hon. leader of the Opposition thowght of th
unity of ¢his Church, and bow importent it wobld by for
the interest of Liberalism o gain her influcngs. This may
have been what originated the religious strife in shis oGine
munity. Now, Sir, let us look at the position in which w6
ore placed. I, Sir, look upon the Orange Institution ag
one got up to oppose another ; and do nob consider wehave
apy right 1o interfere in the matter. ¥ am doubthil whe-
ther an Act of Incoporstion will tend to adyange the
Orunge sssociation in this couniry ; bowever, as this ap-
Flicntien is signed by respectable men, and ss we havo
ieard nothing advanced to prove that Orangmen hiers have
been guilty of any breach of the peave, I am prepered to
give it my support.

My SINCLATR—Me. Speaker, I shall most certainly op-
pose such an Act being placed on our Statute Book, belisy-
ing it ealonlnied siill further to disturb that harmony sed
zood feeling which, until the Iast few years, hos always
exigted in the Celony. 1 believe, with that eminent states-
man, Lord Palmerston, that Orsugeism is an institution of
s by-gone nge, when robellion was the order of the day,
sud when life and liberty were not s sacredly guarded by
the laws of the land as io our time. Therefore, I consider
thut when the occasion which ealled such an organizasion
into existence. had long since passed awny, so alsc should -
the orgonization be allowed to dis ous. In thie smsighten-
ed sge, sud in this peacelul litide Colomy, I regret to ses
this institution again revived, and more espeeinlly to ses
this nitempt made to legalize it. The petition states, ang.
hon. members have asserted, thab it is an Institation for
noble and laudable purposes—a peace society, guided by
shose Christian gruces, oharity and good-will to all men. «
But, Sir, theso assertions are incovsistent with. fagta.

Does nob its very constitution breathe forth enmi;j'gg;i,_},‘
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batted to a ceriain class of their fellow-men? and does gl

0ot infer that Roman Cotholics are neither Christians nowi |

loyal subjects? llss nob every Orangeman o -iake g
solemin oath that he will never become s Roman Cdtholie,
that ha will aever marry one, and thas he will not aliow
his children 1o be instructed by teachers belonging to thaé
Chureh ? If this is charity, all I can sny is that it f,8 o
different kind from what the Dible teaches. And, Sir,
whan we leok at the history of this peace sooiety, do we.
not find thatin its train bave invarinbiy follawed,jdjpmﬁ,
ance, bratality and blocdshed.  The hon. member for Char.
tottetown has stated that this association hus besn organ-
iged in this Island for the purposs of counteraciing a Papish:

organization, and reforred to the Catholise ab the laie %

slections voting against him and his party. - But, Sie, we -
wust recollect that o large portion of the Catholios baws
always been on the Liberal side in polities ; and I beliews
sheir combination at the late elactions was not with ths
alightest intention of infringing upon the rights of Protes
tants, but solely on account of certain slanders and abusiva
writings emanating from & high oficial in the (lovernment,
and published by another fevernment officer, both of whom

regeive high salaries, towards the payment of which

Roman Cathelies have to contribute, These writings wesg -
most offensive to the Domon Catbelic body, nod they:
therefore wers determined to oppose, nnd if in their power,.
to overthrow, a Guversment which would keep cfficials to
ridicule and insult their religion, Sir, the Reman Casholie
population of the Colony hbave never sought to interfere
with the privileges of Protestants; on the contrary, they in

the moas liberal manner have refrained frow asserting, to
the full extent, their own rights; and even when the

Liberals were in power, and we had a Catholie Goxsrnor, |
they never claimed their fair share of the publio offices..
In the seleation of their representatives, also, they have |

invariably made no distinction between Catholics and

Protestants. ‘The material in this {louse will bear oui my
statemens, I em of opinion, therefors, thai they hava |
given no eouse to induce Protestants to band together -
against them. I am afraid, Sir, that such combinations, -
Jegalized by the Legislatarc, instead of promoting peson
spd harymony in shis Islend, will oply iepd to srpuse the -




