
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

'IronFrr Sic.said that the Revised Statutes
could not be considered perfect, but that
anendments must naturally be made as cir-
cumstances required It. A court representing
the public voice of Pictou, had thought It pro.
per to bave the present law amended as to the
amount of pray they were willing to give to
public servants, and ho could not see why any
une shouild objectto that.

Mr. MILLER thought te heouse should have
a unifermn policy on the question, and le did
not see any reason for ruaking an arrendment
in the existing law for the sake of the couuty
of Pictou. Tire wlhole question was fully dis-
cessed last session, and disposed of by a large
najority of the louse, and yet they were
now called upon to stiltity tienselves. AI-
ready wras the house asked to bring in a
measure repealing the pilotage act, in refer-
ence to Pictou, though the horse bad affirmed
Its policy last winter by avery large majority.
He did not see any re: son why the louse
should stultify itseif to oblige thit county.

Mr. ARcItnALD sait the house was not to
assirme that the revised statutes were perfect,
but ho thought if the petition in the present
crase came from the body of the people ho
would give it more attention than ie could
give to the application of men wlho wished to
lave their pay increased. fie thought the
house should have a general policy on this
question.

lon. FIN. SEc. replied that public servants,
if they were to be paid at all, should reepive a
sum eriquivalent to tre timeanl attention they
gave to the public service. There was net a
man on the grand jury wbo could not carn
more than adollar a day in bis ordinary avoca-
tions. The half dollar they now received was
altogetier inadequate. The magistrates who
sat in the sessions as the guardians of the plib-
lie interests sanctioned the present bill and the
grand jury who requested tiemtodeal with this
matter were men who would not. receive any
benetit if it passed, for the assossment has been
already muade. As te the remarks of the hon.
member for Richmond in reference te Pictou.
ho would allow them te pass for just what they
swere worth.

The subject then dropped.
Mr. DONKIN presented a petition from E-

ward B. Oxley and 95 other inhabitants of
River Philip, county of Cumberland, asking
that tre subject of Confederation be submitted
te the people. The following bills were read
athird time:-Fuither to anrendl the act te au-
thorize the erection of a Court louse and Jail
in Yarmoth-To legalize the assessment-coHls
of the County of Lunenburg.

Mr. KAYULBACx presented a petition from
MiddleLa Have, asking for delay before action
was taken on the sulject of the Union cf the
Colonies.

Tho house went into cormittee on bils, and
passed the folllowing:-To incorporate the
Neiv Glasgow Marine Insurance Company-
O amnend the actto Incorporace the Glace Bay
Xining Ciompany-To ater the tlne of holdlirk
t4-6General Sessoionscf the Peacein Barring-

Then the committee adjourned, and repo ed

è 'tthe house-4djourped untg3 o'loçkthe

FIDAY, 10th March.
The house riet at 3 o'clock.
Mr. BLACcMAn introduced ann et to In-

corporate the Scotia Lodge of Free Masons,
Canning.

Mr. DONKciN prosented a petition frorm a
numîrber of ihriiabitants of Parrrboro' against
the present School Bill.

THE P.ASSPlORT SYSTEM.

Mfr. BoURINoT said that he ha;d been re
qiuested to pit a question to ther Goverinment
whether there hadl been any communication
rereived by therm wil regard to the passport
Rysini between this Provine and the Urnited
States. He noticed in a telegran to the city
papers that the order had been rescindedi la
regard to Canada.

Hon. P'.ov. SEC. replied that no comuuni-
cation had been reecived touching any propos.
ed alteration in the presnt systren. Ile waw
exceedingly glad to see in the English news
that in consequence of conmnritins that
iad taken place between the British Govern.
ment and the United States authorities, the
deternirnation iad lieen arrived at to discon-
tine the system as respects Canada. le
iopeid that tis also Inclelod the Maritime
Prvinces. He was inclined to believe that
the fact that Canada only was mentioned arose
from the want of information that so frequent-
ly. characterised communications with re-
ference to British America. He could not
imagine how so extraordinary ar act should
ho committed as discontinuing tio system be
tween the States and Canada and keeping-i
in force as regards these Lower Provinces.
Whilst there might have been some plausible
reasong for havmng a passport syster betwen
Canada and the United States, there bad
been none why there should be such an obi
noxious and inconvenient proceeding carried
out in respectto the blaritime Province-. Com-
munication would be had with the lmpuril
authorities at Washington upon the subject,
and ie had no doubt that the syster, which
was attended with great inconvenience and ex-
pense would be also repeailed with respecttq
these 'rovinces.

Mr. AancaeinALD sald that he was afrald the
Prov. Secretary was anticipating too mnuchii
supposingthe Passport sy%tenawas abandooed'
as regars the Lower Provinces. le regretteA
te be obliged to say, that not only wp
the system not discontinued, but that it wsi
exercised in such a way as to create the ha-
pression that it was used in this conamunity
not so much as a matter of national safW,
but as an instrument of personal annoynte.
He bad the authority of a leading merchianrii
this city, to say, that the Unitedn States autbòô
rities ere refused to 'isc the passportO of
gentlemen in this community of the first etaï
raeters and standing; wbose business calied
them to the States; and who were above ll
suspicipnof Interferiig ln theit local dispute
le did not question the riit óf any couni
te exclude suichfbreigers á s tihey cehoose fr
entertnrg their borders, h4it heutldi not ire1O
thinking that it was à very1thwIa exeresW
tha ópôesrt, if ft *as exrelsed ih sudh a
astô lëad te the cunclusl4nW eused fo
posesi f 94 s rid anl ihdlil aY
ar e ire t t un rthy ofa
tà tþiettc rts,

go


