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ways. Nu one dare open a door for
fear of surprising them, and I have
already purchased a pair of double-
soled and very squeaky shoes in order
to give them fair warning of my
approach. ’ :

“Now, this  everlasting spooning
might be borne if the effects on the
‘spooners’ themselves were not so
disastrous.  One day they walk on
clouds in a state of beatific happiness,
while twenty-four hours later find them
utter wrecks and wiapped in tragic
gloom. I am quite sure that every-
bogy around them is ready enough to
tolerate their raptures, and, for that
matter, to lend them a helping hand
when they decide to hitch up their
matrimonial team ; but they have al-
ready convinced themselves that all
their selatives and the world in general
are secretly leagued against them.

“Of course, as an old maid sister,
who never had a ‘ proposal’ in her life
—or, at least, one worth consider-
ing—I am not supposed to appreciate
the ups and downs, the raptures and
ruptures, the frosts @nd fevers of love’s
young dream. It may be just ever so
nice for two people to ‘be all in all to
each other, but as long as they continue
to live up to that idea they are of no
earthly use to anybody else. So I hope
"that this useless, aimless engagement
period of our young people will be cut
as short as possible by speedy mar-
riage.’

The following is offered as a solution
to the problem :-—* Marry your young
people as soon as possible, by all
means. Engagement is the pleasant
porch to the ‘matrimonial temple—the
steps, as it were, to the altar—but appli-
cants should not linger too long at the

- doorway. Now, as to engaged people
being uninteresting and generally
troublesome to have about, let me say
that I was once engaged myself—and
not so long ago, either—but that I can
readily recall the playful wit and sarcasm
which invariably greeted any display of
our devotion. = We “had it’ very bad

* indeed, as everybody said, and doubt-

less with truth.

“The contagion was quite wide-
spread at the time, and in common.
with several of my acquaintances I fell

a victim ; in fact, T have never entirely | s

recovered to this day. I have not for-

"

gotten, eizher. that onr nppmncb was
ter, and once when I visited Ethel-|

try, we were abandoned to two dap
of almost- absolute lohtude. Now,

social instincts at once, and we resented
very much ot this mistaken considera-|
tion.- We were all in all to each other |
in those days—very much so, indeed—
but we did not always relish being
treated  like amiable idiots, nnd one.of

blessed but
state was the reinstatcment among our
friends and acquaintances to the nnh
of sane and rational human beings.”

I was spending an evening Jut not
long ago, and as nearly every one present

cial reception, the conversation natu-
rally drifted towards that event,
One young lady remarked that it was

a matter of more than passing note
that the unmarried men danced nearly
the whole night with the married wo-
men, and she was curious to know'how
this somewhat unusual conduct could
be accounted for. A gent'eman present
undertook the task of enlightening the
ladies cn this point and in this way.
He said that our young men, with rare }
exceptions, are not in a position to
marry and keep wives in the style de-
manded by their environments, and for
this reason they prefeired the honorable
course of not doing anything that might
be construed into an obligation to make

a proposal.
I believe there is some truth in

young ladies constrain me to remark

sult their future happiness by thus
standing aloof, It is a well known
fact that many.of our best-behaved | “
young men are not in a position to
keep a wife, and moreover, it is my
firm conviction that many of them
never will, at least {ntil they turn their
hands to something for which they are

professions are all overcrowded in this

'_.t,_,.,bf:" end in misery for their off-
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geneullytbeswuﬁforpeople to scat-

bertha at her sister’s house in the coun-A

Cupid’s little arrow doesn’t slay all the

the satisfactions in emerging from the;

transitory ,engngeh)ent :

had attended a recent high-class so-|!

this, and my high opinion ot Victoria bs

that young men so circumstanced con- | $525.
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