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LESSOR VIIL—AUGUST 22, 1880.

The Covenant with Abba*.—Gen.
15 : 1-18.

Tntl—B. C. 1912. A few months after 
onr last lesson.

Place—Hebron—about 20 miles south 
of Jerusalem—the home of Abraham.

INTRODUCTION.
Abraham’s faith had begun again to 

waver. With unbounded promises of the 
number and blessedness of his 
he was yet childless ; with vast w< 
had no heir but his steward and slave 
Eliezer of Damascus. And now God 
vouchsafed to him a plainer and more 
solemn revelation, which was made the 
more emphatic by the threefold form of a 
promise, a sign, and a covenant. The pro
mise was that his own son should be his 
heir. The sign was given by a view of the 
clear sky of an Eastern night, studded 
with stars. This promise was ratified by 
a new covenant, in which Abram stood 
to God in the relation of the Father of 
the faithful.

EXPLANATORY.
In a vision. The way in which Abram 

was led out, and saw the stars, and the 
subsequent reality of the sacrifice, look 
like a waking vision ; and it is nut till 
verse 14 that he falls into a deep sleep. 
Fear not Abram. The most eminent saints 
are prone at times to give way to discour-

rnents ; bat God. who watches over 
secret fears as well as the outward af
flictions of hie people, interposée at the 

needful moment, and ministers the sup
port, confidence and courage which they 
require. I am thy shield. The pronoun 
is emphatic, L You can rest on my divine 
power to carry you through all dir 
And thy exceeding freed reward. It is not 
the great things which Jehovah would 
give, bat Jehovah himself, to which the 
mind of Abram is turned sa hie reward. 
He was as safe as God himself could keep

Lord Jehovah. The name Adoufet 
is here for the irai time need in the di
vine records. It denotes one who has 
authority, and therefore, when applied" to 
God, the supreme Lord : Jehovah, the 
self-existant, the living God. The Jews, 
from a feeling of reverence, avoided the 

ranee of this

Divided them in the midst. Thievery 
solemn farm of ratifying » covenant isorra in ne»4î*«U-J------*----- 1 * * “again particularly 
18. It consisted i: 
the

__ in Jer 24 :
consisted'™ cutting the throat of 

victim, and pouring ont its Mood.

utterance of this sacred name, except n 
the most solemn ooceeinne Whm wilt 
thou give ass, seeing I go childless 1 If 
you are my reward, what will yon give 
me P Of what avail are all my 
siens, wealth and power, since I have no 
child f The steward -of mg horns. As

aid—hie confidential servant end man
ager of bis house—as his sneceaeor end 
heir. BLieter of Damascus. Probably a 
servant acquired at that city during 
Abram’s journey.

One bvm in my house. It is not synony
mous with bouse-born. It has a deeper 
meaning : it designates the most-esteemed 
servant of hie house.

Tell the stars. :In the promise to Noah 
the rainbow had been the given sign from 
on high—a sacramental promise of mercy 
to mankind. Now, to Abraham the still 
brighter and more enduring token is the 
starry firmament.

He believed in the Lord. The Hebrew 
term “ believe ” moans to rely upon. The 
word is Aman, from which we have Amen, 
meaning tobeSurs, and then to be assured, 
or to confide in. And Abram took the 
animals as prescribed, and did as God 
commanded him. By this prompt fulfil
ment of that which God oi dared him to 
do, Abram showed, as matter of fact, that 
he believed Jehovah ; and that which God 
did with the animals which Abram sacri
ficed was the practical declaration on 
Jehovah’s side that he reckoned Abram’s 
faith as righteousness. He (God) counted, 
esteemed, reckoned, imputed, set to bis 
account. It. His faith in Jehovah. To 
him for righteousness. Righteousness is in 
the sense of justification. The sense then 
is, Faith was imputed to him for justifica
tion ; i. e., in order to his becoming and 
being treated as righteous. This faith is 
viewed here, not merely as the root of all 
true obedience to the will of God, and 
thus the sum of righteousness or personal 
holiness, but as-embracing and steadfastly 
resting upon (ae the word rendered “ be
lieved ” here means) God, as the God of 
grace and salvation. It is the act by 
which he goes out from himself, and re
lies upon God for righteousness and 
grace. Tho promise which Abram’s faith 
embraced was the promise of salvation 
through the covenant seed, and be so re
garded it. His faith, therefore, was essen
tially the same with that specific faith in 
Christ which is said to justify.

1 hat brought thee out of Ur. Let Abram 
confirm bia faith in God by looking at 
the steps already taken tor giving him 
the land of promise. This is enough. 
Will God now falter or fail in the midst ? 
So the Vhristian may encourage himself 
in God by looking back at all that God 
baa already done for him, at the ways in 
which he has already led him.

Whereby shall 1 brew J Not an expres
sion of doubt, bat of desire for the confir
mation or sealing of a promise which 
transcended human thought and concep
tion.

Take me a heifer, Ac. The way in which 
the Lord chose to meet hie wish is, in all 
respecta, remarkable. He entered into a 
formal ritual covenant with him, after the 
manner of men. It was the most solemn 
of all forms of ratifying a treaty or oove- 

the divers ancient nations

covenanting par
ties approached nt the opposite ends of 

j the passage thus formed, and. meeting In 
the middle, took the customary oath. 
Each piece one against the other. Head 
against, head, shoulder against shoulder, 

i leg against leg, and so of the other parts ; 
i w*th a considerable space between, 
through which the covenanting parties 
were to pass, verse 17. But the birds divi
ded he not. The same things was after
wards prescribed in the law, Lev 1 :-17.

When the fowls came down. The birds 
of prey. The word used means any rapa
cious animal, especially vultures and other 
birds of prey. Abram drove them away. 
As the animais slain and divided repre
sent the only means and way through 
which the two parties can meet in a cove
nant of peace, they mast be preserved 
pare and unmutilated for the end they 
have to serve.

Know of a surety, Ac. Abram is now 
most positively forewarned of the delays 
he should experience, and how his faith 
must look for its realization beyond his 
natural lifetime. Hence this example is 
cited by the apostle as an eminent in
stance of patient waiting for the promises, 
Heb 6. Shall be a stranger tn a land 
that is not theirs. It was 400 years in 
round numbers (480 years) from the de
parture of Abran from Haran, B. 0.1921, 
to the exodus, B. C. 1491.

Will I judge 7 Overrule and punish. 
Bxod 6: 6. Dent 6 : 22.

See the fulfilment of this chap 25: 8. 
Hie death of Abraham is predicted in one 
of those remarkable phrases which seem 
to prove that the Hebrews were not unac
quainted with the doctrine of immortality.

In ths fourth veneration. Caleb wee the 
fourth from Judah, Moses from Levi. Or, 
Isaac, Levi, Amram, Eleazar, may repre
sent the four generations. Generation 
here means “ell tbe souls then living,” so 
that the sense of the passage wee, M In 
the source of the fourth entire renewal 
of the living representatives at Abram
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they shall 
s 120 years.

L *.,upon the earth, 
within four times

A smoking famacs...... a hunting lamp.
A symbol of the pres°nos of Jehovah. 
See Bxod 3: 2q 13 : 21. Haiti regards 
this as th first appearance of the abechi- 
nah, and says, “ It is the symbol of the 
gracions presence of God ; the splendor 
of bis glory, the consuming fire of hie 
holiness, which no mere human eye can 
bear, before which no einftol «*Bd of man 
den stand, is veiled beneath Ms grace.”

Ja that tame-day. There fellows imme
diately now the solemn declaration, to 
which all these ceremonies were meant to 
give effect. Mads a aasaniprf “ Ont a 
soesnant from the oeremoUy of divid
ing the animal in solemn memorial and 
ratification of it. (See Illustrative ) Unto 
thy seed have I given. “ I will give ;” on 
which the Jewish doctors veqr pertinently 
remark, “ He eaitb not, ‘ 1 will give,’ but, 
I have given ;’ and yet Abraham had 

now begotten no children. But, because 
the word of the holy blessed God is a deed, 
therefore he thus speaketh.” From the 
rrjer of Egypt (the Nile)..,.the river Eyph 
rates. In its best days, the Israelitish 
dominion reached, to all intents, to Egypt, 
since all <,r nearly all the intervening 
powers were subject to David and Solo
mon.

ILLUSTRATIVE.
The oath.—The judicial legislation of 

the East does at this day recognize a false 
oath as a moral impossibility ; and hence 
among some of the most mendacious peo
ple in the world, an accusation on oath is 
held to be true, in the absence of other 
testimony, and unless the accused will 
consent 'o purge himself by a counter 
oath. E en in ancient Greece, where a 
lie was a mall matter, to distrust an oath 
seems to have been regarded as a high 
crime. 1 he same sentiment is indicated 
in the s ecial judgments from heaven, 
which we: expected to await the breaker 
of treatie , or the man who had sworn 
falsely.

CATCH THEM YOUNG.
Some funny Englishman once said :

“ You can make something of a Scotch
man, if you catch him young.” There 
are vast multitudes of souls around hs 
whom we must catch for the Lord when 
they are young, or we shall lose them for
ever. The fact is, that there are now, in 
our country,, great blocks or masses, of 
society that never “ go to church” at all. 
When their children grow up, of course 
they will not go to church, either. As far 
as we can see, the best hope, and almost 
the only hope, is ta catching them off the 
streets when they are young. Then may 
we, by grace divine, make something of 
them. Remember the fable. A man 
caught a little fish. “ Let me ffo,” said 
the little fish, " and.when I have grown a 
little bigger, you Un catch me again.”
** Oh, no,"’ said the man, “I might not 
catch you then.” Hase Fabula docet : 
Catch the little fish with the gospel net. 
When they grow bigger they will be far 
away from you. They that ore fishers of 
men ehoeld go for the little fish. If they ' 
are small, they are sweet. Jeans could ' 
make “a few small fishes” serve for a 
great host If you catch a soul young, 
you get a whole life given to Christ instead 
of a few week years.

SPICE MERCHANTS
Invite the attention of readers of the 

Wesleyan to the

UNRIVALLED EXCELLENCE
of the Spices ground and sold by them. 
For more than Twenty-Five years onr 
House has made

PUre Spices
A Specialty,

Having been Pioneers in introducing 
and advocating their use in place of the 
MISERABLE TRASH very com
monly sold in these Provinces as Ground 
Spices. We were the FIRST, and for 
many years the ONLY packers of really 
Genuine Ground Spices in Halifax, and 
with little or no advertising Avery, 
Brown A Co's

Unadulterated Ground Spices
have come to be recognized in moat 
parts of Nora Scotia as THE BEST.

The result has Been the gradual 
creation of a demand for better Spieee, 
«■J other packers and dealers have 
been forced to meet tide growing im
provement in popular taste by furnish
ing better goods than formerly.

Still, while most grinders profess to 
supply Pars Spices, they also offer 
several inferior grades, thus admitting 
that they practice adulteration. The 
reoent reporte of the analysis of Spieee 
and Foods, by the Inspectors appointed 
by the Dominion Government, have 
thrown fresh light upon the enormous 
extent of the adulteration practiced 
upon Spices. Reference to these re
ports will show that

BROWN & WEBB’S

MACDONALD & C

STEAM AND HOT WATER ENGINEERS,
Importers of Cast and Wrought Iron Pipe, with Fittings, Engineers’ Supplies

and Machinery

Manufacturers of all kinds of Engineers’ Plumbers’ and Steam Fitters’

SRA08 90090,

AND THE HEAVIER CLASSES OF

ALSO

Vessels’ Fastenings and Fittings.
Public Buildings, Residences and Factories supplied with

Warming Apparatus and Plumbiner Fixtures,
With all the Modern Improvements, fitted by Engineers thoroughly acquainted 

( with our climate.

SOLE AGENTS FOR THE SALE AND APPICATION OF

WARRENS FELT ROOF NG,
And Roofing Materials in and for the Province of Nova Scotia".

Nos! 163i to 172 also 306 Barrington Street, Halifax.

SMITH BROTHERS
BRITISH, FOREIGN, AMERICAN and CANADIAN

DRY GOODS,

SPRING AND SUMMER STOCK
COMPLETE

We keep one of the largest STOCKS in Halifax which we re
plenish by EVERY FORTNIGHTLY STEAMER.

ALL GOODS SOLD AT LOWEST MARKET RATES.
SMITH BROS.

25 Duke Street and 150 Granville Streets, Halifax, NR.

have invariably stood the test, and 
been reported

Absolutely Pure Spice.
The only excuse for the adulteration 

of Spices is that the price is thus re
duced ; but this really only benefits the 
dealer at the expense of the consume r 
In reality as the value of Spice depends 
only on its Strength and Flavor

The Best is always the Cheapest,
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Our sale of Pure Spices has increased 
to a very gratifying extent, and as we 
purchase the whole Spices in large 
quantities in the best markets of the 
world, we are enabled to offer onr 
Genuine Bpices at little, if anything, 
higher prices than are demanded for 
inferior goods of other brands. Be it 
understood, however, that we will never 
sacrifice the QUALITY of our goods 
to the rage for CHEAPNESS, but will 
always maintain the standard of parity 
which has given our brand of Ground 
Spice the preference wherever it is 
known.

Our Spices are ground by Steam 
Power, on onr own premises, packed 
in tinfoil packets of 2 ounce and quarter 
pound, FULL WRIGHT, and label
led with OUR NAME. They may be 
had of all the leading retail grocers 
throughout the Maritime Provinces. 
We request the favor of a TRIAL of 
them by any who have not already used 
them, convinced that their own merits 
will secure their continuous use.

Ground Allspice,
Ground Cinnamon,

Ground Cloves,
Ground Ginger, 

Ground Pepper, 
Mixed Spices.

CONSUMPTION
CAN BE CURED

IS A FACT* ATTESTED BY THE HIGHEST MEDICAL 
AUTHORITIES IN THE WORLD.

A careful observance ot theTlawe ol health, and the systematic and persistent use of SCOTT’S 
EMULSION OF COD LIVER OIL with HYPOPHOSPHlTES OF LIME AND SODA will accom

pli this result. This preparation has all the virtues of these two most valuable specifics, ie a form 
perfectly palatable, and acceptable to the most delicate stomach, sad we make the unqualified statement 
that SCOTT’S EMULSION is being used with better results, and endorsed and prescribed by more 
physicians for Consumption—and the diseases leading to it, Chronic Coughs, Bronchitis, Scrofula, 
Anaemia, General Debility and the Wasting Disorders of children, than any other remedy known to 
medical science. The rapidity with which patients improve on this food medicine diet, is truly mar
vellous.

SEE WHAT PHYSICIANS AND THE PEOPLE SAY ABOUT IT.
Messrs. Scott & Bovine: 66 West Thirty-rixth street, New York-, Sept. 2,1876,
GbUts—I have frequently prescribed Scott’s Emclsiox ofCod Livbr Oil with IlrroPHosriuTES 
during the past year and egard it as a valuable preparation in scrofnlous and consumptive cases
platable and efhcacious. -------- C. C. LOCKWOOD, m.d.

Messrs. SCOTT & Bowse—Gentlemen—Within the last year I have used in my own family, and 
in my private practice prescribed very extensively Scott’s Émulsion of Cod Liver Oil with li r- 
pophosphitbs and found it a most valuable preparatieu, especially in diseases of children. It is ag
réable to the most delicate stomach ; which renders it a very reliable agent as a nutritive remedy 
in consumptive and scrofulous cases.

October 12, 18795 Yours respectfully, A H SAXTON, M.D Baltimore.

WHOLRtiALZ

Drag iDd Spice Mflfcluuiis

Messrs. Scott & Bowse—Gentlemen—Within the last two months I have fairly tried Scott’S 
Emulsion of Cod Liver Oil with Htpophosphites, and I candidly declare that it is the finest pre
paration of the kind that has ever been brought to my notice ; in affections of the lungs and other wast
ing diseases, we consider it our most reliable agent,"in a perfectly elegant and agreeable form.

December 10th, ls78. Very truly J. bl.MONAVD, M D, New Orleans, La.

Messrs Scott& Bowne Gtntlemen:—In September 1877, my health began to fail and my phy
sician pronouncedit spinal trouble ; under his care I got some relief from pain, hut my general 
health did not improve, and early in the winter, I began to raise blood and rapidly grow worse. In 
May last I was taken with a violent bleeding which brought me to my bed and my life was despaired 
of for many weeks; violent symptoms appeared, night and morning coughs, night sweats, short 
breath, and a return of the spinal trouble. My physician stopped the bleeding and then ordered Ced 
Liver Oil and Lime : and I used various preparations, but they did me no good. I lost all hope of 
lile, and was an object of pity to all my friends. Last September I purchased a bottle of your Emul
sion, before it was all taken 1 was better. I then bought a dozen bottles and have taken all with the 
following result* : Cough subsiding, night sweats stooped, appetite returned, pains in spine disap

peared, strength returning, and my weight increased from 118 to 140 pounds in sixteen weeks. 1 
have taken no other medicine since commencing with your Emulsion and shall continue its use until 
lam perfectly well. I frequently meet some friend on the street who asks, what cured >ou aad I aa- 
ewer Scott’s Emulsion of Cod Liver Oil, Ac. I have a friend who has not spoken aloud tm 
IS months and he is getting better, I gave him a bottle, and he bought two more, then got a dozen 
and (ays that it ie food and medicine for him. lie was given up to die a year ago ; but he is improv- 

J ^-iUv. Mv recovery is exciting the surprise of many people, and I shall do all I can
H F SL ..........................ing new wonderfully. My recovery is 

tomake known your valuable medicine.
: surprise < 

Very truly yours, SLOCUM, Lowell, 1

About the 15th of last April I got a bottle el your Emulsion, and at that time I was so prostrated 
that no one who saw me thought I could live but a few days at most I could retain nothing on am 
stomach aad was literary etarviag. I commenced the use of the Emulsion in small doses ; it wae Use 
first thing that would May on my stomach: I continued its use, gradually increasing the dose; aad 
from that hoar I commenced mending, and now am able to ride and walk and am gaining fiesh aad 
strength rapidly. I have adyiaed other parties ta try it, and some two or three have already 
tied it I am sore I shall entirely recover.
For Sale by all Draggisu at $1 per bottle.

I am years
K W HAMILTON, HJ.

Nov. 14, 7» lyear. NEW YORK and BELLVILLE, ONTARIO

CORNER GRANVILLE AND SACK. 
VILLE STREETS.

> lit «ril 1

NOVA SCOTIA

lacUu Paper Bat laMactiry.
THE CHEAPEST IN THE MARKET.

SKMD POE MIC* LIST.

ALSO
k 3EB^Œ^EMD8^Cï^

IS ALL ITS SBASCESe.

G. k T. PHILLIPS

JOB PRINTING
REPORTS, PAMPHLETS, 

POSTERS, HANDLILLS, 
CARDS, BILLHEADS, CIRCULARS, 

Custom and Mercantile BLANKS,
We an now prepared to execute «U 

Orders for tho above work 
vÊT MODERATE MTJB/f.

WITH lUntM AMD DISIA'CH.

At the * WESLEY AX' Offl e*


