
meet interesting eddition to contemporary liters- or • visible barrier," ol which oor brother boast»» number of cases in which member* ef respecta- lion particularly fitted hl»i) *** t^*vW**J

tare. Whet would the world not give for such 
a work by Queen Mery or Queen Elizabeth ? 
The copy from wMch I hare quoted, bore on the 
title page the following inecriptioa :

*• To dear Jeannie Q----- , in renembraace of
many, many happy, hoars—gone eerer to re- 
turn again, from ^ V. R.”

Her Majesty has also written the preface te a 
life of the Prince Consort, which Gkherel Grey 
la preparing for private distribution,

ie not of Now Testament origin. The barrier 
which Christ has placed between the Church and

value than any outward rite. This is well un
derstood by Baptists, yet sometimes strangely 
forgotten by them in their zeal for immersion 
and forclose communion What cays St. Paul ? 
••For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision avail- 
eth anything, nor uncircumcision, but faith which 
werketh by lore." “ The kingdom of God ie 
not meat and drink, but righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”

ble families are reined by drinking, the forma 
tion of Temperance Societies is as much required

the world ie something of more significance and in faahionaMe churches as in those of GrifEntown
and Point [St. Charles, and would do as much 
good. —Montreal Witness.

SIMEON DOCGKTT^OF WHITE POINT, QUEEN H CO.
Drowned cn the 3rd inst., Simeon, only eon 

of Mr. Ebeneset Doggett, of White Point, 
Queen’s Co., in the 23rd year of his age.

On the morning of the melancholy accident, 
Simeon left Me home, intending to cross over a 
small pond wMch was nesr by, and come bsck 
in a few minutes i but else ! he returned not. 
In a little while, Lis dog thto had accompa- 
rfied him returning, gave eigne that something 
sad had occurred. Every effort was made, with 
ell poeeibie despatch in search for him, but four 
hours elspsed before the body was obtained.

Tols sudden and unlocked for event has cast 
» deep gloom on the entire community. Mey 
the impressions made on the mindi of the young 
men end others by thie afflictive Providence re- 
cult in theif consecration to God, end mây all 
needful grece be vouchsafed to the deeply afflict
ed family. v

R. W.
Port Mouton, April 18tk, 1867.
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Another Missing Link Found.
The churches have long felt in this as in other 

cities, that there was a great class lying outiide 
of tbêir influence, and beyond their efiorti ; and 
when they inquired into the causée of this un. 
happy elate ot things, one stood out so promin
ently as to appear almost the sole reason.

In that delightful book of Mra.'Wigbtman, 
Haste to the Rescue,’ in which she records her 

eflerts for the working classes, she explains that 
she everywhere found one great obstacle land
ing acmes her path, namely, iaSem pc ranee ; and 
she saw that unless that could be removed all 
<nher efforts must prove futile. She endeavored 
to persuade the people to give up drinking as 
individuals, but the customs and fashions among 
the working classes were just as powerful as 
among the upper classes, and habit end appetite 
intensified and Increased their strength. It was 
only by united effort and mutual aid and coun
tenance that such chains could be broken ; and 
she, without any previous intention of going 
far, found herself shut up to the necessity of 
getting the people to unite together in a pledge 
to give up entirely the use of intoxicating drinks. 
All her exhortations, however, to induce them

. Bitualitm.
Bishov McIlvaixe, or Ohio —The follow-, 

ing letter was published in the Cleareland Herald 
having been furnished by a gentlemen of that 
city, to whom it was addressed i

Mr Dear Friend :—I am much obliged by 
your kind letter of the 16th, received yesterday. 
Such words from the laity-are cheering to one 
who for many years bas borne the burden and 
beat of the day, and very often under ridicule 
as an “ alarmist " frightened by shadows. Thus 
when the Treeterian Romanism appeared. But 
that shadow proved a substance which bee amply 
Justified all the effort to arouse the church to a 
sense «f danger, when due precaution might 
hare availed. So the cry !s, and will be now 
when the old Trectarian tree is putting out more 
and more of its natural growth in the recent de
velopment of Ritualism, which to be justly esti
mated, must be looked at not as a mere adoption 
of new and frivolous ceremonials, but as a na
tural and necessary cutgrowth and expntsira 
of doctrinal sympathies and aspirations, and 
those of a purely Romish chsrecter. It is pr#-_ 
cisely what I have long expected, and yearn ago 
I anticipated in print. The cry fa now : “ Let 
it alon?! Don’t sound tfcs trumpet of alarm ; 
you will only advert iee it, and fright* where 
there ie no danger. Let it âl.me and it will soon 
pass away.” So threc-fourlha of our Church did 
let Tractariinism alone, to say the beat of that 
which they did. And what is the result ? Haa 
it passed away ? What is all this that now so 
painfully threatens the Church of ’England, ao

to sign such a pledge were unavailing .along £ ^ Buh know BOt „hst do arre,t 
a. ,h. Mid - go and do .t; and she found the

“ The Chrietian Messenger” Again.
We do ndt wish to weary our readers with 

the immersion and close communion contro
versy ; but necessity is la d upon us to make 
some farther remarks in reply to the Messenger. 
We had hoped our contemporary would have 
ingenuously acknowledged that some of the 
opinions he had entertained of other bodies of 
Christians were unfounded, or, at all events, 
that he would not persist in misstatements. 
But he appears to be one of those who arc hard 
to be convinced, and who tenaciously cling to 
prejudices formed without reason. We might, 
with the utmost ease, retort his charge* of mis
representation, puerilities and sophistry, and 
show that, instead of these applying to us, they 
in a very marked degree belong to himself ; but 
we have no wish to My aught of our brother 
that would appear like retaliation. We hope 
he iill live to see and to conte» that the dose 
communion position is untenable and productive 
ot no good, but is really an occasion of much 
harm in the Church of God. Hie time, we 
hope, is not far distant when both the unseemly 
picture tf close communion, and the intolerant 
assumption of apostolic succession, will be utterly 
exploded and numbered with things of the past, 
classed together as alike unworthy of any who 
profess to be followers of Christ.

The very strange charge made by our con
temporary, that he has convicted us of making 
assertions without foundation, we boldly contra
dict. He himself has committed this offence, 
once, twice and thrice, and We have convicted 
him of doing so, those who have read his articles 
and ours being witnesses. We aver that we 
have in no wise misrepresented him, nor have 
we made one statement on the question without 
foundation. We have drawn no inferences 
from his announced opinions but such as are 
legitimate. He well knew that his sentiments 
in regard to pedo-baptists, in his articles on 
“ Christian Union in relation to Baptism,” would 
be offensive ; and if in our defence against his 
attacks we have exposed the weakness and in
consistency of his arguments, we have done 1» 
in thg spirit of brotherly love, and with no in
tention whatever of misrepresentation. Our 
brother persistently affirms thst Methodists are 
close communion in their rules and practise. 
This we positively denied in our issue of last 
week, and the denisl we now strongly reiterate. 
He has reasoned on false premises, and so.his 
conclusion is utterly at fault.

Qur brother still insists that Baptist practice 
with regard to communion dees not really differ 
from that of others. We have shewn him that 
there is an essential difference—that of all the 
numerous branches of Evangelical Christians, 
Baptists alone practise close communion.
“ Other Churches demand that Baptism shall 
precede communion." But here is the differ
ence other Churches do not My, “ Our theory 
of Baptism is the only scriptural theory, and 
those who-do not . conform to this, we cannot 
fellowship." They have as much right to say 
this, as Baptists have to make their system the 
only true one ; but they cannot so think or act. 
They see baptism, however performed, or whoso
ever n^ty be the subject, to be but baptism after 
all, and are willing to admit that others adopt
ing a different system may nevertheless be 
baptised Christians. We are astonished that the 
Messenger can be sa blind as not to sec that 

■ close communion is peculiarly a Baptist usage. 
Other churches are, as respects communion, 
precisely on the same platform as are the Free 
Baptists. If his denomination is not close com
munion, then trial is the difference between them 
and the Free Baptists ? Our readers, and his, 
also, can readily answer.

Our brother is hopeful that we do not intend 
to mislead our readers ; and further hopes that 
we are not crying “ Wolf, Wolf," to prevent our 
flock from looking beyond our own narrow en
closure. Some who read this remark will 
naturally conclude that he is judging of others 
by himself. We invite examination and com
parison of Church privileges, and have nothing 
to fear from inquiry ; and it Baptists are walk
ing in “ green pastures," “ full of truth and 
light," they need not be alarmed when we look 
into their enclosure, nor will they be harmed by 
looking into ours. We invite them to “ Come 
with us," and when they can reciprocate the 
invitation, we and they will be mutually ad
vantaged.

Notwithstanding our brother's repeated asser
tion that believers’ baptism is the visible barrier 
b tween the Church and the world, he admits 
that the true Church of Christ is not confined 
within the bounds ol any church organization,

farther, and tg her most unexpected, step was 
absolutely required ; namely, to sign herself, and 
then My to those poor drtaken mothers and 
fathers, 1 come and do it’ Then, and not till 
then, was her work crowned with remarkable 
success. Of course there was the usual chorus 
of friends, composed of her husband, the rector, 
the physician, and her lady acquaintances, who 
dissuaded her. from a step so strange and ex
treme ; and they really appeared to have some 
reason on their side, for Mrs. Wightman’s health 
had been so extremely delicate that wins or 
malt liquor appeared, in her case, absolutely 
necessary to sustain her. She was, however, 
guided by a sense of duty be.ore which all 
opposition proved ineffectual ; and, strange as 
it may appear In the eyes of a prejudiced world, 
the very process of bringing health and comfort 
to a multitude of homes, brought health and 
strength to herself.

Now if we just substitute the word Church for 
Rector’s wife, the parallel «ill hold jçood 
throughout in every instance where it has been 
tried. When a Christian church looks abroad 
on the surrounding population, it finds the 
same gigantic obstacle to all its efforts to bene
fit them that Mrs. Wigbtman did. When 1t 
counsels them to dimmish or leave off drinking, 
it finds the same utter lack of results. When 
it goes the length of telling them to gp and form 
a temperance society, it is only quietly laughed 
at ; but when it says, come and we will form a 
society together to abstain from intoxicating 
drinks, and discourage drinking, then, and not 
till not then, do the intemperate classes feel 
that there is indeed a 1 Good Samaritan’ among 
them ; that the primitive Gospel, whose char
acteristic was care f r the poor, does really 
animate the church in question ; and that Chris
tians are, like their Lord, in earnest. In such a 
case, also, the Church, in seeking to bestow 
health on others, finds it herself; for many 
wonderful instances of the saving power of 
divine grace, strike conviction into multitudes 
of minds, and bring many others to the mercy 
seat.

These great truths have been perceived by 
several churches of this city, and the conse
quence has been vigorous and successful efforts 
to connect the temperance reformation with the 
Church, and the Church with the temperance 
reformation,—a most natural, seemly, and scrip
tural connection. /

The churches to which we allude have got ip 
temperance meetings, and formed Temperance 
Societies, the minister and leading men and 
women of the congregation signing firto^rad 
kindly asking others to join them to discounte
nance drinking. These efforts being carried 
on hi the right and consistent way, have, 
we need not say, enjoyed the smile of Him 
who went about doing good, and whose whole 
life was an example of self-denial for the good 
of others.

The writer of this article has watched, with 
deep interest,the effect of such meetings as above 
described, and could no; tell which class ol those 
who came up to sign the roll to admire most ; 
whether the godly sires and matrons, or the re
spectable mechanics in the prime of life, or the 
hard drinkers, or the modest maidens or the 
manly youths , ^

There was such a meeting at Point St. Charles 
in connection with the Wesleyan Church, some 
lew weeks ego, when a most vigorous society 
was inaugurated by upwards of one hundred 
signing the pledge. There was ano'her in con
nection with the Methodist Church, Dupres 
Lane, when a branch of the Montreal Temper
ance Society was formed, and on Tuesday eve
ning, there was a meeting in connection with the 
Wesley* Church, Griffintown, at which 63 
signed the pledge At this last meeting one 
page of the book was nearly filled with signatures 
(remarkably well written by the bye,) of gentle 
and interesting ) oung ladies ; and we could not 
help remarking to the pastor that wc would find 
it bard to match that page worthily ; whereupon 
a crowd of fine youths came up^from the back 
seats and filled the opposite page, as if practi
cally to refute the opinion which had been ex
pressed.

We mention this church movement chiefly for 
the purpose ot expressing our conviction that 
Churches which form Temperance Societies, and 
Sabbath-schools whith form Bsndi ot Hope, are 
to bei the link hitherto missing between the mas
ses and the preaching of the Gospel ; aud that 
they must in the nature of things go ahead of all 
others.

and that lilts its bold head in seme chief churches 
in this land j what is it but thst very Tractari- 
anism so safely let alone ? It vu let alone, 
and everywhere the saying was, " It is dead.”

Yes, just as a besieging force is dead, when, 
instead of any brave scaling this walls, it is busy 
with the mine beneath. All that time of appar
ent quietude, the agents of that Romanizing 
system were busy and confident, but taking care 
not to come out in any way calculated too 
strongly to shock the public opinion. Till, at 
last, having, gradually accustomed the public 
mind to a certain use of speech, as “ sltar ” for 
table ; “ Eucharistic sacrifice ” for the Lord’s 
Sapper ; “ priest ” for minister ; and the public 
eye to certain thirfgs as an actual altar instead 

a proper table, and to certain acts of rever
ence to that altar and the place around it, as if 
just there were concentrated all the holiness of 

sacrifice there professed to be offered, and of 
to-called sacrificing priest there officiating; 

I My when thus the minds of the people were 
prepared, then Tractarianism (call it Romanism 
in disgui'e.J was bold enough to put on its long 
desired vestments and appear in its true char
acter,- and then came, in England, all the 
wretch:d Ritualism which is bow mocking at 
the eflorts ot the Engii-h Bishops to restrain it 
And then came a'se that following in tb s coun
try, which, though it be as yet considerably in 
the rear, is hastening to keep company with its 
Anglican forerunner, and its real character and 
aims must be interpreted thereby.

am glad to tee, my dear sir, that you, as a 
member of our Church, are seeing these 

things ia their true light. We need a bold 
stand ol the laity in these matters. In our 
Church they are represented equally with the 
clergy, in all her legislations, and in all dioces
an bodies which have in charge the purity of 
her doctrine and the protection of her institu
tions. No parish clergyman has a right, inde
pendent of the question of unlawfulness, to make 
any important change in, or addition tp, the 
established and time-honored exteritié of our 
public worship, without the consent of the laity 
of his parish, as represented in its vestrymen.

layman’s voice has just is much tight to be 
bê heard in such matters as a clergyman’s. The 
clergyman is no more a church member than he, 
nor bee be any deeper concern in the parity of 
the faith, or the preciousnees of •• the Gospel."" 
All *• the blessed company of God’s faithful peo 
pie" are, all alike, God’s •* Holy Priesthood’’ 
(1 Peter xL 5), and therefore, one as much as 
the other is required to stand guard at the door 
of that “ spiritual bouse,” which is built upon 
Jesus Christ, “ the headstone of the corner.’’

Pardon me, my friend, for running cn to thie 
length.

I remain, very truly, your affectionate Bishop, 
Charles P. McIlvaixe. 

Hon. John Crowell, LL.D.

with a learning and will barely surpassed by any 
of his successors. The old Beglish inepties 
made use of it, partieulariy Bofagbrok*. • 

Meanwhile, xecondly, the rapid progress oi 
natural science hie been appert»tly leading 
against the “ supernatural ” by disclosing the 
universality end toveriebility of natural lew. 
Geology, a science almost of pur owu dsy, bos 
demanded e new oonitrtietion of the Morale cos
mology. The discoveries respecting prehistoric 
man have placed in question *r Adamic theory 
of humanity. Eveyy department ol neturel 
science has tended to qualify the old notions pf 
immediate supernatural intervention.

What, thus far, have bee* the results ? The 
Wt candid, not to ray Christian, philosopher 

must be, we think, compelled to ray, that nothing 
positively formidable to Christianity has be* 
established. The utinoet demand that the 
Rationalistic biblical criticism c* thus far make 
up* ns, is the waiving of extreme theories of 
biblical inspiration—theories wMch, like that of 
Gaumen, (of verbal inspiration,) have never 
been received by the Church generally. Mil- 
man and Guizot (the termer in hi* “ History of 
the Jqws,” the latter i® his “ Essence of Chris- 
tignity *) have propounded views of inspiration 
which meet all these scientific difficulties, and 
which are not without some patristic sanction. 
We need not now indorse their theories as ne
cessary ; we need only ray that these two cham
pions against the extreme opposite party have 
presented an insurmoantable defense of reveal
ed religion, a defense which leaves the faith 
intset and invincible, whatever scientific critic
ism can dn with the biblical documents. They 
do so by the simple and primdry hypothesis that 
inspiration dealt only with the moral or religious 
truth concerned, and left nil matters ot 
and scientific or other illustration, to the writers 
themselves—a theory which accounts fi» two 
capital facts, namely ; the characteristic indi
viduality of the various writers, each having 
his own style and method ; and the uniformity, 
the substantial identity, and eternal relevance 
of their moral teaching»—for the spiritual life 
and ethics of the Bible are sublimely unim
peachable before all the speculative infidelity ot 
the times—that is to ray, summarily, the religion 
of the Bible is unimpeachable.

So far as natural and metaphysical science 
oppose Christianity the result is itOt more favor
able. The doctrine of the universality and 
invariability of law, and, therefore, the impossi
bility of miracles, or of the “ supernatural,"’ 
(as in answers to prayer,) is thus far the resul
tant dogma of this hostility. Buckle has given 
the boldest statement ol the dogma, contending 
that statistics show, in the most apparently 
casual acts of men, the prevalence of law as 
fixed as fate itself. Intuitive reason and con
science revolt from the doctrine. Buckle con
founded averages with laws. Man’s conscious 
moral freedom, his responsibility for his acta, the 
itgislation of the state, the whole moral life of 
the world, contradict him. That history is sub
ject to law, in a certain and a grand sense, 
cannot be questioned ; but that this kind of law 
necesrarily constrains all individual acts, no 
niora follows, than that the coemical laws of the 
seasons, the tides, etc., constrain every act of 
the husbandman or navigator. Buckle has been 
conclusively refuted by some of our ablest 
writers, and by none more effectively than by 
that profound thinker and political writer, 
Goldwin Smith, in his Oxford Historical 
Lector*.

It is gyident that one result of these attacks 
on Christianity will be a more profound and 
conclusive statement of divine truth. Even the 
doctrines of miracles, so-called, has received in 
the controversy a philosophie expression which 
reconciles it at once with faith and reason.— 
Ck. Advocate.

ra _____ _ communicating by talking with little trouble. For years, and perhaps ! Good morning, Don.ld,” he wid .
MeD *"* came before writing, «ore. of years, the result of such action will be - I rae your cellar i, fhi.hed." ’ * ** ■
te e* another. Speaking came rarer ^ tho wbo hls c0 .. A)t> ,ir.
** ‘f ” vL twelve raw meet home nor portion in this world, whose only '• And what are you doiag now ? "
a point ef experience. For twelve yews meet 
of hie sermons had been reported *J printed, 
and yet, in his search for something new, he 
peeed ep end down hie study, embarrassed with 
the abundance of topics, and not knowing which 
to choose. If B. Gough were to take 
Exeter HeU rad twice a week speak on toeto- 
1-u.m, or Mr. Bright do a limilar thing with 
reference to politico, he womld undertake to ray 
that at the end of twelve months they would have 
to turn to something else. Their subject would 
have loot its interest It was not »o with the 
preacher. He went back into the council-cham
bers of Jehovah, and far into eternity ; up to the 
Triune God, rad dewn to the degradation of the 
soul ie sin. Then as to the doctrine : correctness 
was of more importance than moat men thought 
A man may go over « grest many big stones, 
but one little one in bis shoe will trouble him. 
So we mey know a thousand heresies, but, if we 
get one isUo our creed, it will bother us. Doc
trine is the food of thought and the mainstay of 
practice.. The last element of pulpit power he 
weuld notice was, that we had the promised pre
sence end direction of the Holy Spirit Paraing 
on, Mr. Spurge* raid he had been tMnking of 
the way# in which, if it were desirable, we could 
overturn the pulpit It might be done by in
troducing pereone of en unworthy character. 
It might be do* by putting empty-headed men 
in the pulpit—men who, have nothing to say, 
end raid it -, or frothy, feathery men—men who 
Wtuld introduce a joke in the pulpit for joking”» 
sake, rad who, not being conscious of ray other 
mission in the world, made themselves generally 
agreeable, and thoegbt that sufficient. Iron 
mm, too, were dengerous in the pulpit—men 
who in preaching the wrath of God did it with
out a teat ; men who would dismiss and wrangle ; 
oiear-hesded, but cold and hard, like e snowy 
light with the moon shining. Then there err 
idle men#.Idle etudents were bed enough ; but 
idle ministers—what should we say of them f 
There were also what he called men of putty 
men who were influenced by everybody, and had 
no opinion» except these of the last person whom 
they met. There were starched brethren—men 
wrapped in dignity, who cime from the pulpit 
and walked down the aiele, their minds abeorbed 
by heavenly contempletion. Finally, there were 
weathercock brethren -men whose religious opi-

nor ports* in this world, whose only
____ end home ie in the better land.—Zion’s
Herald.

The churches generally stood aloof from the 
Sabbath-school movement till one after another,

and that even enurches unworthy ot the chris- had to fall into it tortheir own preservation, and
tira name may contain in their membership 
those who, through the mists of error, see the 
crucified and risen Saviour, and rest on Him 
alone lor pardon, peace and everlasting life. 
Well, it believers’ immeieionje the visible barrier 
between the church and the world, those who do 
not receive that dogma, however evangelical in 
sentiment, or scriptural in experience, are of the 
duirch in the same sense only as those who 
through the mist, of error have seen sufficient 
of the trn.'h to be raved. But if the number of 
thoee who dc1 not hold to believers’ immersion 
and who yet arc true Christians, i, so large „ 
not to be regarded as exceptional cases, then 
where is the value of hie theory of believers’ im
mersion as the dividing line between the Church 
and the world ? This immersion dividing line

many churches discountenanced prayer-meet
ings or evening meetings of any kind ; but one 
after another, even to the Church of Rome, it- 
self, they have had to adopt them. The churches 
now stand generally aloof from the temperance 
cause, or if they touch it, it is at arm’s length, 
but a mote enlightened and loving and 
denying spirit is beginning to prevail, and, when 
it does, the good effects will be visible in the 
churches as well as in the world around. When 
the temperance cause is kept out ot a chdrch or 
Sabbath school in order not to offend a few in
fluential iadividaals, the decision of the whole 
question is obviously conceded to these few, to 
the paralyzing of earnest workers, the detriment 
of the church, and the hindering of the goepel.

It only remains to state that judging from the

The Question of the Day.
The “ netural and the supernatural,” or ra

ther, the natural as against the supernatural is 
the question of our day, not only in regard to 
theology, propA, but so pervasive ha» become 
the problem thet it may be said to effect philo
sophy generally, bath natural and metaphysical, 
In natural science the great question is, whether 

organic foims are not a aerial development, 
fouuüed entirely iu natural conditions. Darwin 
ism is iu latest expression. In metaphysics the 
“ absolute ” end its relation to human conscious 
ness is the dominant idea. Manse! has uninten
tionally given it its most dangerous tendency, 
by rendering all our theology incompatible with 
it, essentially untruthful, though ha contends 
against this perilous con-equence In theologi
cal science, proper, we have to meet both theee 
difficulties end the superadded ones of the mo
dern biblical criticism. In fact the whole learn
ed world bra fallen into confusion respecting the 
reciprocal bearing of science and theology ; and 

naturalism ” and “ eupernaturaiiam,’’ or “ po
sitivism ” and •’ spiritualism," classify, iu a geh- 
eral wey, the contending element. Are all things 
subject to ineeorabkAaw, even in the sphere 
of moral, of what has Bitberto been consider
ed voluntary, or volitional life. Can there be 
a miracle ?

Of courre such question» must affect the very 
foundation» of not only the received theology, 
but of personal »td public morals. Why hold 
man responsible for hie acta If he ie the slave 
of absolute law t Why legislate against crime P 
Why enforce or reward virtue P Why do ray. 
thing except abandon ourselves to the ir.evita 
able force of things P Especially why pray, if 
there is no supernatural intervention, no m ra. 
cle ? What alsq becomes of the doctrine of the 
inspiration of Scripf-re, and the authority, 
therefore, of all poeiti.e religion ? Evidently 
these latest speculation» are radical, they grasp 
the very roots of their subjects. They attempt 
a fundamental displacement of our oldest and 
moat sacred ideas. Two coincident tendencies 
in the intellectual world have led to this specu
lative doubt and confusion. First the “ ration
alistic ” biblical criticism which haa, for more 
then three generatione, been revising and ques
tioning the historical and documentary evidences 
of revealed religion. It ie usually dsted from 
Reimatiue, and the " Wolfenbuttel Fregments ’’ 
published by Leeamg. It teelly deles much ear. 
lier j it ie a» old ae Porphyry. ' The great Jew. 
isb pantheist, Spinoza, applied it not only to the 
Old Tenement, (for which his Hebrew educs-

The Power of the Pulpit-
The Christian Wot id reports ra address deli

vered by the Rev. Ü. H. Spurgeon to the stu
dents of New College, Englend

Mr. Spurgeon said he wee very glad to be 
present. The address which he had to give 
would be on “ The Power of the Pulpit." By 
the pulpit, he did not, of course, mean the Urge 
wooden box in which many preacher» were shut 
up, though in passing he might say a word or two 
about this as a hindrance to the efficiency of 
preaching. It had been ssid thet pulpite were 
Scriptural, and that Ezra had a pulpit ; but a 
reference to the passage showed that the pulpit 
held fourteen people. The Saviour did not 
preach from a pulpit. Raffaelle, in bis cartoon 
of “ Paul at Athens,” had not represented the 
apostle ae addressing the people from a pulpit 
It was one of the greatest proof» of the inspira
tion of tbs Bible that it had survived the intro
duction ol pulpits. When a man tu in earnest 
his whole body spoke, end be ought not to be 
concealed from hie cengregstion. Turning from 
this point, Mr. Spurgeon said the mein business 
of a minister was his pulpit. The visitation of 
the sick, private visitation among hia people, 
organisation of useful end benevolent institu
tions, platform speaking, occasional contribu
tions to migraines and reviews—these were all 
good and important ; but the work of the pul
pit was more important than any of them. The 
pulpit was the Tbermopolte of Christendom. 
It had r.ot done everything—it was not intended 
to do everything ; but it bed done a great deal. 
Look st its history. It overrode philosophy, and 
bigotry, which was almost as strong ae philoso
phy. Against these Paul had nothing but 
preaching as an instrument. It overthrew idol
atry and the colossal aystem of the Church of 
Rome. Much was done for the Reformation by 
the writings of Erasmus,by oaricaturee, by trans
lation i but the lever by which was lifted the 
monstrous stone covering the sepulchre of spi
ritual life, vu the preaching of Luther. The 
pulpit did much to overthrow Stuart tyranny ; 
Cromwell’s Ironsides could not have done with
out a sermon. Grest were the effects of the 
preaching of WMifleld and Wesley lut century ; 
and nowaday», with all its defalcation», men can
not do without the pulpit. Preachers were 
worth ail that their congregations give them, 
and worth a great deal more. If any young 
man waa conscious of having received more than 
he ought for his occasional ministrations,let him 
•land forth and say ao. If there was such a 
one, he was a rara avis, or, rather, a goose. In 
all ages preaching had been the great instrument 
of conversion. Then, as to edifying ; it wee true 
thet some men had the gift of dispersion large
ly developed, and their power of thinning a con
gregation wonderful ; but, after ail, the pulpit 
waa a great instructing power. Even with res
pect to secular education, much was done by 
preaching. Tier consider its influence on be
neficent aution ; consider the money that waa 
gathered for doing good by pulpit collections. 
The social well-being of the whole ocuntry waa 
affected by the ministry. Mr. Spurgeon went 
on to speak of that wherein consisted the power 
ol MAN. He must have force of character, and 
a personal life above suspicion. There was much 
alao in hia manner ; how powerful were the tears 
which sometimes testified tu the po«er of the 
subject over the preecher ! and more powerful 
still were thoee dry tears which told of inward 
•gray. But the mais force of the pulpit was 
tbe matter,

Obligations of Literature to 
Christianity.

Our English literature owes a debt to Chris
tianity which it ahoild bs proud to acknowledge. 
In tracing the influence of religion in tbe con
dition of tbe world, this fact should never be 
forgotten. True, it may seem but e single wave 
in the current which has borne on its bosom the 
arts, civilisation, and free institutions of past 
centuries. But its tipple marks may be traced 
on the whole structure of Boglish speech and 
Eagliab intellect, end it bra bed • large effect 
en the national character.
r The influence of our Epglish Bible in the for
mation of the language, has been often noted 
But the procese began long before the introduc
tion ol King James’s version. Wickliffe'e trans
lation was widely circulated through the labours 
of bis *• poor priests,” who transcribed and dis
seminated it. Tyndale’e, slightly modifled, was 
in the bande of all the leading reformers, and to 
the contemporary generation it was “ a well of 
English «defiled.” Our best writers have been 
must prompt to acknowledge their indebtedness 
to it The testimony of men like Fisher Ames, 
and John Quincy Adama, and Daniel Webster 
upon this point is very strong. Tbe men who 
two rad three centurie» »go left ”P°n our l*1*" 
rature the impress of their tliought, were deeply 
conversant with the Scripture». It. phraseology, 
its idiome, its (one rad spirit, reappear in the» 
writing». It is remarkable that the great mis- 
{Omef our English tongue, those who impress
ed upon it its permanent form, were for the 
most pert theologians. Beginning with Richard 
Hooker and running along down to the times of 
Jeremy Taylor, Baxter, Barrow, SSuth, Tillit- 
son, and Bates, we find names that is literary 
influence rival those of Johnson, Shakespeare, 
and Bacon, while these in their turn almost 
equally betray their indebtedness to the nervous 
Saxon ol the English Bible. Lord Chatham ia 
aaid to have formed hie style by a diligent read
ing "of Barrow, and the writings ol Tillitson 
citing Addis* for a model.

Bat the indebtedness is not a matter merely
nions vccreff with the prevailing doctrinal currant | <* fo™ or style. One need, only ‘o note the 
m j subjects which form the staple of our best w°r“,

And wbat ate you doiag now ? »
Proving the foundation, air to « l. 

j that it ie deep and strong.” ' *
I '• But you laid every „one 0f it . 
don’t you„know the, it i, deep ind

■ A,e, but 1 urast peaed it, end***.

Mr. Wilson, 
bidden )• are

Bracing 1, lU

in their neighborhood ; men who, in their time, 
had boxed tbe spiritual cempase, and aaid that 
every pont wes the North Pole. Of course he 
spoke of these ae ourioaitiee ; probably none pre
sent had ever met with them. He then «poke of 
some of the qualifications of pulpit efficiency : 
firm end unflinching faithfulness to ourselves rad 
to others, whether saints or sinner» ; in increas
ing spirituality, a pervading predominance of the 
spiritual element in our neture t intense labor, 
fervency in our work, and holy boldness ; tho
rough sincerity j preyer and love for souls and 
for our work. .Thie waa the maiu thing, to preach 
more Christ and to preach like Christ, and, aa 
He did, to pul in plenty of metaphors, and speak 
loudly and earnestly. Especially in the inner life 
must we he like Christ. Mr. Spurgeon conçlud- 
ed an effective eddress of two hours by saying 
that, above all, it waa imperative to see to our 
weapons and their efficient handling. We bed 
to flgbt against ritualism and against Rome.— 
We must preach the ttuth of Christy It waa 
not te listen to moral essaye and rules of ordinary 
conduct that ia tbe old, persecuting days brave 
men end women assembled at the dead of night 
under the walle of Antwerp. It was not to ie* 
culcate «imply social and domestic duties that 
Cameron and Renwick preached on the bitlaidee 
of Scotland while the Cleierhouees, with their 
dragoons, were hunting them from piece to place. 
Let us be worthy of cur aires, sud do better 
even than they did in the cause of truth and ef 
God.

Parsonages and Gardena.
Aa Methodist ministers we ought to be exceed

ingly thrakful that it ia beeommg usual to have 
our aocieties own comflfetabla and well located 
parsonages. Of coarse - It is expected thst 
theee parsonages will be well furnished with ell 
the heavy furniture, csrpets, stove», etc., for 
housekeeping, to thst the preecher will be 
obliged to move but little ae be goea from place 
to place.

No one need» a word of argument to eon- 
vioce him that a well furniehed parsonage, 
occupying a central and pleasant location, ought 
to be owned by every Methodist Society. But 
bow shall they be obtained P is the question.— 
The first step is te resolve that they shall be 
secured, though it mey involve eome present 
sacrifice. To bring thie about let every official 
board where no paraonage ia owned, immediate
ly inaugurate eome movement that looks directly 
to the accomplishment of eo desirable a result 
Organise an Aid Society j let the ladiea to worh 
in the good cause j have a course of lectures ; 
start a subscription -, have a social gathering 
without gambling, or it» squally wicked sub
stitutes ; agitate the matter ; work for it ; pray 
for it, and it will not be long before the preacher 
hae a home the model of comfort sad conveni
ence.

Every parsonage where there ie room enough 
ought to have a nice little garden attached, 
where the minister can take an hour’» exercise, 
every morning, all through the season, from the 
time the froit ia out of the ground until the 
earth is again locked in its brads of ice. Neither 
Winship nor Lewis has any appliances of the 
gymnastic art equal to the spade end hoe. Try
ing to get health under cover of a roof, encloeed 
by brick walls, swinging dumb bells or lifting 
heavy weight», ia consente compered with the 
life-giving labour of turning over the fresh and 
vagrant soil with the epede, or .cultivating with 
the hoe, or pruning and tending vines rad shrobs 
and tree». Besides the physical exercise to be 
gained, there ie much to be eeen to even the 
emallest garden, which ie wsll calculated to in
terest and instruct. Who is there that does not 
delight in seeing the bursting earth, ae the gir. 
minant seed makes it* eec:'pe from darkneea 
and death to a new and beautiful life P What 
interest is excited in beholding the daily pro
greM of vegetation, until the berveet time glad
dens the heart of tbe toiler, who, if skillful, 
finds profit, as well as health and pleasure in the 
daily care of hie little plot of ground.

For the sake of thoee who succeed us, every 
minister ought to take special care that the par. 
sonage garden is supplied with a choice variety 
ot fruit trees, which are to remain permanently. 
If there is room, an apple tree or two, a few 
standard pear trees, a few currant bushes, 
should be selected, and carefully set out If 
these things are ever found in the parsonage 
garden, eome one most see to it that they are 
procured and placed there. The minister who 
does it, or who gets his brethren to do it, may 
never eat of the fruit of the trees he has planted, 
bat some one else msy ; and if ill pursue this 
course, in a very few years nearly every 
Methodist minister may have a garden which 
will be a joy to his heart

This is just the time of year, in most parts of 
Now England, to set ont trees and vines,- . ,-------------------- ------- They

A preacher must not folk book, «ay be secured at a very trifling expense, and
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to confess that derivation must be traced back 
more or less directly to the Mcred page. This 
is true not merely of writers profesesdly relig
ious. In the sermons and treatises of the old 
divines, the Bible ie confessedly the scarce from 
which they have drawn their treasures. The 
book ol God shaped the style of their writings, 
which have béen the intellectual food ol millions.

It was the Bible that furnished a theme for 
the noblest e#ip of modern times. Milton with 
all his genius, wou'd never have conceived, with 
out the suggestion* of the inspired.Word, his Pa
radise Lost or Paradise Regained* But for the 
Gospel Bunyan would never have penned his 
inimitable aTegory. Whatever of sublimity 
there is in Young’s sombre yet impressive 
*• Night Thoughts” is borrowed from the concep
tions of the inspired Word. Cowper’s pen would 
lose it» charm for us, if from bis writings the 
elements of tiutb, borrowed from the Gospel, 
were withdrawn. Without this, Watte and To- 
plady, Heber rad Montgomery, Doddridge end

it, and hummer it, to mak’ it still inter"
“ And whit will you be at to-morrow?»

' “ At the foundation still, tir."
“ And the next day ? ’’
“ At lhe foundation, makin’ sure ye ken •
“ But Donald, man, when will the Aoa, 

up if ye never leave the foundation ?" ***|0 
“ The house ! ah, it's vety little 

air, whether that ever rise, or cot,w!oak '
I gude foundation, f t whst’a a‘ho* ** 

an unetable bottom ? IV. lib. yon CCf *V 
on in Scriptur’, that • fed, *d great 
thereof.”’ UwWl

“ Donald, men," said 
either daft nr ye heve a 
(trie."

I'm nn sic’ a thing daft. I'm button, 
ing my minister's example and vraeept, as „ 
gude parish man ebould do. For three iT* 
year, ye ha’ kept u. far back in the agese’ete,* 
city, when the foundation Wer* bid for J 
faith. You aay now that I ought to ken tb„ J 
work is sure because my own hand, perfora^ 
it, and not go on hammering and haamerrg t, 
prove what 1 well ken already ; and shouldn't 
ye ken that the foundation o' our hope is luri 
When God's hand laid it, and not be pounding 
three years on what ia ae aura as God Him 
self? . *

•« But Donald, ia this what I’ve been doing at 
Butneide," aaked Mr. Wilson, « instead of build-
iDg np ?"

Aye, eir, just that,” replied the honeu alder. 
" Ye're eye hammering at what i« already laid 
firm and aure, while the atones that ebould be 
built up into a holy temple are lying about over 
the burn» and the moore, trodden under foot o' 
all that pass by. Some o' them are growing 
polished, no thanks to man ; but it'» high time 
gude minister that ye, aa well as mytel’, begin 
to build up. Let’s baith to work wi* a hearty 
gude will, and we’ll yet see the topetone laid on 
wi* rejoicing. Ye learned me» are sometimes 
eae ’feara o’ heresy that ye fly to one extreme ot 
the ither. Ye are aye pounding at the eorner- 
etone but patting np nae walla ; and Mr. Mc- 
Anger, o' Balcairn, ia striving to build a temple 
in the eir. But he canna leave eue «tone out c’ 
hie hand till be lays another, became he haï ne 
foundation. We want neither the ace mistake 
nor' the ither ; but the precious corner-stone, 
and the holy temple on if”

“ Go up with your well, my good friend,’’ said 
Mr. Wilson, as be walked thoughtfully away, to 
inquire in his closet if he had been making this 
great mistake for three precious years of his 
ministry.— Watchman and Rejledor,

$arliamtntar$.

trade and manufactures, repotted a bill to fur- 
ther amend chapter 16 of the Revised Statute» 

Wesley, and score» of other», would have been 0f drawbacks

House of Assembly.
Tvesuat, April 16th.

The bills passed yesterday iu cummiitae of the 
whole were read a third time

Hon. Prov. Secretary laid upon tbe table the 
report on 8t. Peter’» Canal.

Mr. Annand, chairman of the committee oe

unknown.
Whet » deei 1 alien in our literature, if the 

element» it derived from Cbtielianity Were sud
denly struck out of it ! The range would ex
tend fy beyond the limits of strictly religioue 
writers. The direct rays of the sun ere by no 
mean* the bounds of ita light By reflection 
and refraction theee raya will find a way, on 
their blessed mission, even to cellar» and garrets 
where the glorious orb himself ie invisible.— 
And eo many a writer, who would perhaps deny 
s belief in Christianity, is yet secretly indebted 
to it for half his power. It has elevated hi» 
tone. It has purified hie thought It hal re 
strained his pen. Dr. Johnson had never writ
ten such essay» aa hia, or written them in such 
a spirit or with such an aim, but for the Goapel 
of Christ. But for this the “ Spectator,” if 
written at all, would have taken quite a differ
ent shape. And ao of ecorea of other writers, 
by no means technically theological.

What a tribute are inch concessions to that 
power of the Gospel, which bra glorified “ the 
weakness of God” aa 11 stronger than men." It 
invest» with » new element of wonder the 
itrange problem of the influence of Christ on 
the world’s destiny. It chellenges an explana
tion which the Renan icbool, denying the super
natural, ere in no position to give.

But it ia not merely to put down or alienee 
the boeetful preteneions of infidel or ration 
alietic writers, that we touch on this eubjectj 
but to demand thet the 11 mighty debt’’ which 
Literature oweailo Religion be recognized ; and 
that the yme influence should still be sought 
aa the true source of life end strength.' The 
nineteenth century—vain as it ie of material 
progress—hae not out-grown the need of the 
Christian Religion. That ia still, sa it haa been 
for centuries, the chief intellectual, as well aa 
•pirituel, vitalize» of the human soul, and this 
Chrietian element muet pervade anew our Eng
lish literature, if it is ever again to be whet it 
wee in the days of Bacon and Milton__Evan
gelist.

Proving the Foundations.
The minister of Burnside Kiik, although a 

young man, was called very sound and was 
greatly respected by all his brethren in the 
Presbytery. He had a gracious horror of 
building on sandy foundations and daubing with 
untempered mortar. So he fell into the error 
of dwelling on what had been done for the 
church far back in eternity, overlooking what 
should be done by her now on the shores of 
time. He was deep in the Scripture, but he 
was not alone there, for many or his humblest 
people fraud their chief delight in searching out 
the deep things of God, whose law was their de- 
light. * | .

Among these, Donald Ferguson, a bricklayer 
and stone mason, was not the least ; and often 
did his twinkling gray eye eeem to look into tbe 
depths of the preacher’s heart as he rat, all ab
sorbed, in the elder’s pew, nodding assent, or 
frowning and shaking his head if he fancied the 
arguments not clear, or the points not well sus- 
tained.

When good Mr. Wilson had been three years
at Burnside, Me people kindly proposed building
a wing to the manse for a little library ; end he 
entered wermly into the plan, with a Uttle of 
the impatience which ‘ children and fools” ex
hibit “ over unfinished work.” He thought the 
time long before the ground was broken, and 
then was annoyed at what he considered 
Donald’s snail-like progress with the cellar wall. 
This feat was at length, as he thought, accom
plished, and he expected to see the walls going 
up to once ; but still day after day Donald 
stayed in the pit with apron and mortar and 
trowel.

fetiser j for every pertieeler article stood ’

The bill reletirg to Dykes sndDykedMsiskti, 
was referred to committee.

Mr. Archibald, from the committee on lavs 
and privileges, reported several bills, stave# 
whicl- was one to amend chap, 19 of the Revised 
Statutes, of license to cell liquor,

A brief discussion then took place on the bill 
to amend the license law, so far as related to tbe 
county of Pictou. The committee reported ia 
favor of deferring the bill three moathe.

Hor. Fin. Sec. moved in intendment that it 
be referred to a committee of Iba whole House. 
The amendment wee lost, and the bill deferred.

The House in committee of the whole, pessed 
tbe following :—Relating to dykes and sewers : 
to amend chap. 127 of the Revised Statutes of 
Probate j to amend chap. 135 of tbe Revised 
Statute» relative to witness» fees ; to incorpo
rate tbe Pictou Mechanics Institute Savings 
Bank. The committee then adjourned and tbe 
Home resumed.

Hon. Attorney General introduced a bill Is 
provide for the holding of a Provincial EtW 
tion in Halifax in 1868. The bill waa mil 
first time. n.

Wednesday, 17th
Tbe Fin. Secretary brought down the ssbfe 

vision of the special r.md greats. Some mem
ber» complained thet applications from their 
constituents had not been favorably coniaierfd. 
Mr. Annind, however, admitted that the sebdi- 
viaion waa (be fsirest that bed been msdt for 
years. The committee on Humene InstifWkj» 
reported in reference to the ciurgei agaissl W 
Medical Superintendent ef the Hospital for »• 
Insane, tbe report says,—

“ The Committee have considered the cem- 
plaints ageinet Dr. DsWolf submitted to the 
Government with the Doctor’s reply sad tne 
evidence taken tkereoe,—the Report of the Me
dical Commission and the observation» thereon. 
They have aleo heard tbe testimony of sever*1 
witnesses who appeared before the Committee 
after public notice, and have given the most 
patient attention to the evidence. The Vem- 
mittee are much pleaeed to be able unanimoasly 
to report that there is in these cases no smew* 
to fix any blame on either Dr. DeWolf or say 
ot the attendant» employ» d in the Ineti|ot*®> 
and the Committee are ealitfied that the condi
tion in which Mr. Harvey wee found to be eftet 
hie removal can be well attributed to other earn* 
than either cruelty or neglect on tbe part ot w 
the effleere of the Inatitution. The 
have the more readily taken thie riew of Uweam 
in consequence of the most relisble testissesfr 
medical and otherwise, which has been gtv 
before them of cases equally if not ™ore, V? j. 
ordinary than the one referred to m 
waa beyond dispute that no efforts bW 
spared to prevent tbe deplorable condition 
had been found to exist ehortly after desth. 
Committee deeply regret that the compM»11 * 
ferred to should have had any-tendency to ***. 
the confidence of the public in tbe icstj* 
and they desire ae far aa in their power 
lessen the feeling which appears to exist lit"»" 
•ny sufficient cause.”

The House adjourned till Saturday.
Saturday, 20th.

Mr. Stewart Campbell introduced a WI « * 
provide fer an additional polling place is 
county of Guysborc. He also, from tbeeo 
mittee on amendment of the laws, reporte* ^ 
favorably respecting the bill for tbe furUMry" 
vention of cruelty to animals. .

Dr. Brown introduced a bill 
tbe Gaapereaux School and Public Hall

Hon. Atty. Gen. introduced a bill to rep" 
chap. 19 of the acts of 1859, and substitute 
provisions in lieu thereof. . i

Mr. Blanchard, from tbe committee on to" 
and private bills,»-ported tbe bill toicco^uin 
the Consumers Gas Company, with
amendments. vitsala-

Hon. Prov. Secretary introduced a Wire ^ 
live to tbe examination of school W ,
throughout the Province. He also1 tke
a bill providing that all male person» ^ ^
age of twenty-one, in tbe city of H 
are not taxed on property, shall pay “ 
school tax of one dollar each.

Hon. Prov. Secretary laid c(
the annual report of the Supenntmdeni 
Education.

On motion of Mr. Blscchrad, the eos^^ 
on Humane Institutions relative to 
ment of the Asylum for the Insane, w 
by tbe House. •«.on*

The House then went into fo, tbs
whole, and took up the bill t0 Prr’. jjestit 
appointment" bf Commissioners oeMts-
Asylum. The bill pro»,de. for three v—
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