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Beligions  Hliscellanp,
- = Watching. -
RY LIZZIE MACE M'FARLAND,

We nre watching

| convince » man that you reprove him because
you love him. Perhaps the most difficult of all
is tor prove in love.

| “ Let brotherly love continue.” Thank God
it does exist among us, but we pray that it “ may

I The Shining Path. |
JFrom the dim horizon stretched a skining path
| ot light, through which the steamer rusbed to the
verge of the harbor, the glittering city of roofs |
| and npirél bright in the morning sun.

IS

- — P —————————

Before we had "?‘ light of l.!elbodinn, if a als that yelp around as they hold high revel over | among the flowers, and 1 know of no mere beau-
man spoke of knowing that his sins were forgiv- | the bones of some camel who has been good | tiful sight ia the world than that of a fair, open- | ter this year is £25 short of his lawful and need-

en, he was called ignorant, deluded and fanati-
cal, but now there are thousands who can bear
witness to this truth without fear. Before the

| enough tg die in she vicinity.

|

The Wedding Ring.

}mu. each of the last three years ; stillthe minis-

browed. rosy-cheeked womsn smong a garden |ed salary.” This report was not only ** taken to
full of fiowers. Talk of your merry creatures | the Conference,” but aiso published to the world,
in hot drawing-rooms, “ by the light of the!and however it may be viewed by your many

light of Methodism dawned upon the churches | Lo | chandeliers,” to the marines! Here is beauty | readers, it sounded then, and still sounds to our
you might have selected many who were regard- | The use of the ring in the mgrriage ceremony (o Gud's own band/and natare's ; bere are | ears as “ an unfavoursble report of the land.”
ed as good men from those denominations deem- | *PPear® 10 be of a very ancient date, snd the fol- | pyman flowers and those of nature Noomml There is also exception taken to the statement
ed orthodox, but what could they tell about their lowing reasord have been given for the proprie- | together.”— Phrenological Journal. ‘ that * the congregations were dwindling awsy »
religious experience? They usually said, when |t¥ ©f the custom: 1. That as by tnrning a riog and Mr. Barratt proceeds to reason as if I re-
questioned upon this subject, if I was converted, | forever no end can be found, so the love cement- ferred exclusively to the three years of his super-

for the morning-
ng dawn of peace,
For the hlowing of the trumpet,

For the jud!

| increase more and more.” Let us ever hearthe| p .. o dangers seemed hidden far under
| sweet voice of our master, Jesus, ringing in our |, silvery waves. With buoyant bearts, the
ears, ' A new commandwent 1 give unto you, | .\ olery grtbered on the deck, watching the
| that ye love one another ; as I have loved you, | sparkling way whence they bad come. At the
| that ye also love one another. By this shall all | e.xueme end of the boat stood an old man on |
men know that fe are my disciples, if ye have hose fass wsa wiltien She jacfiikle ponce be-‘
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We are watehing for the sunlight,

« wee

Sunshine.
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W lich shail gl Yir_\ the storm,
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In the darkness we are watching
For the sunshine soft and warm.

Now a rift of |
With the g
Now theddrk:

it is breaking,
dness of a star;
¢ss shutteth closer
And the thuoder peals ofar ;
Now again the light is growing,
'Tis the harbinger of day!
"Tis the day-star which fortelleth
Death and sin shall pass away.

Star of hope, we hail thy rising!
We are watching for the timie,

When thy giory and thy Leauty
Makes resplendent every clime;

When the daring and the bearing
Of the noisy battle cease,

And the sho.t of truth trivmphant

Ushers in the moru of peace.

We are watching for the wisdom
Which descendeth from above,

To unite the warring nations
In the brotherhood of love;

To release the fettered stranger
And withdraw the iron rod ;

Till the earth shall bloom with beauty
For the paradise of God.

———
For the Provincial Wesleyan.

Brotherly " Love.

Love, resuiting from religious principle, con-
stitutes one of the most important qualifications
for the varied business of human life. With
propriety it may be termed the sweet oil of life,

lessening the natural and unnatural friction of

the complex wheels of social and domestic gov-
ernment. Its absence from the family circle, is

matter of deep sorrow ; the chief enjoyment of

that heaven-arraigned enclosure, is thereby not
realized. Nowhere on carth is its existence and
influence more desirable or necessary than in the
assemblies of God's people,—espevcially st those
times and ia those places of holy convocation,
where the ministers of Christ confer together on
things pertaining to the kingdom of God, and
powhere else on earth is it more beautifylly man-
ifested. How cften have the feelings of the

. heart prompted the tungue to utter the delight-

ful exclamagion of the Psalmist, *‘ Behold, how
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity " This enjoyment, many in

“the Lower Colonies expect shortly to realize, in
i y »

accordance with the .usages of the Methodist
branch of Christ's Church. We are all looking

" in that direction, while refreshing recollections

of the past, induce ardent and joyous expecta-
tions of the future. But in order that the min-
isterial relagation, christian salutations, and
daily intercourse incident. to such gatherings,
may be religiously profitable in the highest de-
gree, we must sce to it that the important ex-
bortation of the apostle Peter, is personally
observed and practicaily manifested in every pos-
sible way, * See that ye love one another with a
pure heart ferveotly.”
cordially unite with his brethren in suggesting
that some one of our official and leading minis-
ters_be requested to preach early in our meeting
from that text. A short sermon, of the exposi-
tory kind, would do, as the illustration and ap-
plication might be mzde from day to day among
ourselves.

St John, it appears, also had a good deal to
say on the subject of brotherly love. He intimates
that it is one of the best evidences of having
* passed from death to life.” Indeed he goes so
far, as to call that man a liar, who says he loves
God, while he hates his brother ; showing most
clearly that the love of the biethren flows from
love to God, and that this love is not a natural
disposition of our nature, but is shed abroad in
our hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto us.”

8t. Paul also calls attention to the important
subject. What a beautiful delineation of a gen-
uine christian in his 13th chapter of 20d Corin-
thisns. Without this charity or love, all other
gifts, talents and acquireménts are useless and
unavailing. Brethren, let us often upon our
kneés read that chapter, pausing and praying for
an experimental- acquaintance with those beauti-
tiful descriptions of christian love. Let us also,
in view of our conferential duties, refresh our
memories, and stir up our hearts by reading and
praying over the official counsels and cautions
given by our predecessors on such occasions. Al-
low me to quote a few. *‘ Be tender of the char-
acter of every brother, but keep at the utmost
distance from countenancing sin. Beware of im-
patience of contradiction ; be firm, but be opea
to convietion. Use no craft or guile to gain a
point. Genuine simplicity will always support

itself, Beware of too much confidence in your |

own abilities; and never despise an oppouent
Avoid all lightness of spirit, even what would be
innocent any where elg. Thou God seest me.”

Buch directions are not -always followed, nor
can they be without much grace. This grace
however is within our reach ; doubtless it is the
privilege of all to be filled with faith and the
Holy Ghost, like Barnabas, ¢ Then shall we love
with a pure heart ferventlv ;” and manifest this
love in word and deed continually. Love is pow-

- erful 1o destroy the * roots of bitterncss ;" and

nothing but love can do it. Much as we talk
sbout the importance of faith in the christian
character, it is useless without love. Faith works
not under the promptings of fear, but of love.
*‘There is comfort in the strength of love;

T'will make a thivg endurable, which else
Would break the heart.”

1t is not possible that we should love all alike;
we may and will have our favourites ; yet favour-
itism must not supplant duty. Neither must we
$xpect tast love wili always be exhibited in just
the same way or manner. The brother with
Open countenance, and waving smiles all over his
face from the bump of benevalence T the chin,
Ray not love any more than anotber whose brow
Seems shaded with moroseness Love sometimes
will kindly, yet firmly, reprove and sdvise, but
often ia 0 doing is misjudged. O how difficult
%o love aright, and bow much mare difiouls 0

The writer would most’

| love one to another.” G. 0. H.
|
i

. The Drunkard can be Saved.

BY REV. JOEL FISK.

* A deep gloom was cast over the pleasant vil-
lage of E., by the sudden death of Mrs. N, a
lovely young woman of decided Christian char-
acter. Mr. L. W,, a man of intemperate habits,
and a great advocate of universal salvation, was
engaged to dig her grave. While at work he
reasoned thus: ‘* A Christian is going to be laid
in this grave. All feel satisfied that she has
gone to heaven ; but if I should die and be laid
in my grave in a few days, would my neighbours
have as good hope of me ? And am I sure my-
self that I should go to heaven? And am I, a
miserable drunkard, a profane man, and a Sab-
Bath breaker, fit for a holy heaven ? Though my
creed would carry me to heaven as well. as
others, yet I must confess that I have some fears
after all.” With these reflections he reached the
bottom of the grave ; just then the church bell
rang out its solemn notes, calling people to the
exercises of the funeral.

As it came pealing mournfully through the
churchyard, it reached his ear in the grave, and
it sounded like the knell of death. He started
up and said o himself, ** Though 1 have not been
in the meeting house for years, I will go and hear
what the minister has to say on this occasion.”
He went and took a seat in the gallery in a lone-
ly corner. Just then the text was announced
from the desk—* Jesus wept;” and the subject
of the sermon was, The compassian of the Savi-
our. A cord was touched in that poor sinner’s
heart, which vibrated to his inmost soul. He
was convicted of sin.

Oa the following Sabbath he was in the house
of Ged again, and at the prayer meeting in the
evening. The pastor sought him out, and found
bim deeply dnxious about the salvation of his
Said he, “ I know that I am in the way to
I must be converted
This I now know and

soul.
hell—there is no mistake.
or I must pe:ish forever.
feel.”

The pascor faithfully warned him of his danger,
and bid him beware of his easily besetting sin.
He received the warning kindly and acknowledg-
ed its truth, but said it was hard to break away
from old habits. To the pastor’s utter astonish-
ment and great grief, be saw this same man re-
turning from the tavern ot Monday evening in-
toxicated! “ He had grieved away the Spirit of
| God,” said the pastor, * and must be lost! No
further effort to save him will be of any avail.”
But some praying sisters in his church thought
differently, and continued to wrestle in prayer in
his behalf, with strong faith and many tears.

On Wednesday evening they came to their
pastor and said, * Do go and converse with L.
W. again.”

« It will be of no use. No man can be con.
verted who will continue to drink intoxicating
liquors. And after all the warning 1 gave him
on Sabbath evening, he went home drunk on
Monday night. I have no faith, and ean’t go.”
i« But he was led astray by some wicked, de-
signing men ; Satan laid a snare for him, and
caught him ; and now shall we give up to Satan,
and leave this man’s precious soul to perish for-
ever P”

The pastor felt ashamed, and beginning to re-
lent, said : * If you will pray for me and for him
while 1 am gone, I will go and converse with
bim once more.”

« We will,” was their quick reply.

He went though it was past the hour of nine
in the evening. He found him by his fire-side
alone, reading Alleine’s Alarm. Oh ! those sis-
ters’ prayers had gone to heaven before, and the
Holy Spirit was still striving with that wretched
sinner. He felt himself to be a lost sinner—
thought that.the wrath of God was even then
abiding on him, and begged the minister to cry
to God in his behalf.

] will sir, on one condition.”

“ What is that, sir ?”

« 1t is that you pledge yourself first, never
again to touch the intoxicating cup.”

| can’t make such a pledge.”

«'Then I can have no faith in praying for
you.”

“ Do pray for me, for I am going to hell in my
sins !”

« Well, sir, hell must be your portion forever
I greatly fear, unless you speedly take the pledge
of total abstinence from all intoxicating drinks.”
| One whole hour was spent in kind and faithful
‘ conversation. The pastor reasoned the case with
l that poor sinner, and convinced him that his con-
| dition was entirely hopeless so long as he con-
tinued tbe use of strong drink.

When convinced, he rnse to his feet and said,
Jes I pledge myself never more to drink intoxicat-
| ing liquors as abeverage.” Then both fell upon

their knees and wept and prayed together.
That was the turning point in the life of that
man. From that very night his heart was fixed,
and having obtsined evidence of a renewing of
| soul, be united himself with the Church of Christ
and was henceforth a decided Christian, and &
thorough going temperance man. It was found
that no ordinary talents, and a good common
education bad, for sbout twenty years, been
buried beneath the rubbish of error and dissipa-
tion. He was a good mechanic, and in & few
years his hired hovel was exchanged for a com-
fortable new house of his own ; his family were
raised to respectability and bappiness. And the
peace and happiness of his own soul ; his good
influence and usefulness in church and society ;
the education, prosperity, and respectibility of
his family ; and his bope of immortal blessedness
h”.dm‘nn.—nu seemed to turn upon 8
single point—his taking the Pledge, and keeping
.

Afer .di.‘mormlveyuu as & pro-
| minent :-bi of the church, as s Sabbath
| schioo! teacher, sod as & magistrate, he was call-
ed to his rest, dying in bope of eternal life
through Jesus Christ.

1longing only to those who leave behind their |
footsteps an illuminated path—* that of the just,
shining more and more unto the perfect day.” |

During threescore years and ten, this old man |
had been sailing toward the heavenly harbor,
throwing over the perils and trials of the way the |
pure light of s holy life, fashioned in accordance
with the example of that One who left a dozzling
track of light along the narrow path which
leadeth to bim in glory.

This old man’s life was bright with prayers,
poured forth like incense from golden vials, for
all needy souls—prayers that seemed to have a
direct hold on Heaven through that real Friend |
who knoweth his own and calleth them by name.

His life was made brilliant by alms giviag,
flowing forth through many channels, embracing
many hearts for whom be had a word in season.
This giver, not limited to gold and siiver, sought
out every kind of poverty, and lavished eym-
pathy, kindness, help, encourag, t, especially
on those who are “ fallen and out of the way.”

Deaths, burials, every experience of life seem-
ed to have helped the marvelous lighting up of
his path from earth to heaven.

Near the white hair and serene fuce of this
old man was strar gely contrasted a brutal coun-
tenarce, on which no lotty or genercus emotion
was visible ; a selfish, mean, sordid life, with a
trail of darknees—a life without prayer, without
Christ, leading to deeper darkness -and despair.
Who will leave this path of beauty and radiance
behind him on bis way to God?
have kept this bright illumination clinging to
their earthly memories through centuries. The
humblest soul may make, amid:t the limited
circle of his eartbly history, with every disadvaf®t
tage of circumstance, a shining path, growing
brigater as it ends in perfect day.

Some lives |

«mem -

The Spirit of Methodism.

We take the following from Bishop Morriy’
sermon before the General Conference :—We |
propose to speak on one topic, namely, the Spirit
of Methodism.

1. And, in the first place, the Spirit of Metho-
dism, is the Spirit of Truth.

Pilot, the Roman Governor, said to our blese-
ed Lord, while under examination, ** What is
truth P Of course our Saviour did not conde-
scend to answer the question in that conoection ;
but he did answer it in another connection. When |
praying for his disciples, he said: * Sanctify [
them through thy truth; thy word is trath.” |
Here it is brethren, the Bible is truth—the bmisf
of civil government, the standard of morals, of |
doctrince, of experience and of practice; the
standard from which there is no appeal. And|
the view of Bible truth, received and taught by |
the Methodist Church, is at once brief and com- l
prehensive. It embraces all that is essential toi
salvation. The doctrine of the fall of man, of the |
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus|
Christ, of the gift and operation of the Holy |
Spirit to enlighten us, to ennoble us, and to dis-
pose us to the exercise of repentance toward
God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ ; the E
doctrine of justification by faith, of regeneration |
by the power of the Holy Spirit ; the doctrine of |
holiness or sanctifioation ; the doctrine of perse- |
verance or continuance in well doing; the doe-

trine of the immortality of the soul, the re-ur-i
rection of the body, the general judgment, and |
eternal rewards and punishments in heaven and 1
and hell. These are the great out’ines of lhei
system, and at the same time it is brief and com-“
prehensive. It omits among other things, which ’
are merely speculative, the old doctrine of pre- |
destination of individuals to life and death on |
the one hand, and on the other hand, Arianism, :
and Socinianism, and Pelagianism, and Unitar- |
ianism, and Swdenborgianism, and Universalism,
and Mormonism and all other similar systems of
semi-infidelity. Now the churches formerly call-
ed orthodox, but now more generally called |
evangelical, embrace in their creeds the five
points of calvanism ; viz., Total Depravity, Par-
ticular Election, Partial Redemption, Effectual,
Calling, Infallible Perseverance. And fifty years
ago the chareh that did subscribe to these points
of doctrine was scarcely recognized as a churchi
of God.

But Methodism came along and shed light

it was because I could not help it ; if I enjoy re-
igion, I do not know it; if I have it, I cannot
lose it ; and if I lose it, I never had it. This was
about the sum and substance of their Christian
experience. But it is .v-* s0 now, brethren.
There are multitudes of mon, not only in our
church, but in all the evangelical churches who
can give a clear and scriptural account of their
conversion. Most of them can tell you the time
when, the place where, and the outward circum-
stances under which they passed from death unto
life. They will inform you that they were con-
verted, not because they could not help it, but
when they desired this blessing ; when they ear-
nestly prayed to our Lord Jesus Christ to be-
stow it upoa them, they received it, and having
now obtained it, they can say, * whereas I was
blind I now see?” *“ We know that we have
passed from death unto life, because we love the
brethren.” ¢ He that believeth on the Son of
God, hath the witness in himsell.” Because they
are sons, they can say, “ God hath sent forth the
spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying Abba,
Father;” and that * the Spirit itself beareth wit-
ness with our spirit that we are the children of
God.”

Here, then, is advancement in the spirit of re-
vivals, and we rejoice in it.

7 {érncrrxlf _miff‘l[?"!!', |

Babylon.

A writer in Blackwood paints the following
picture of the desolation that surrounds and en-
shrouds the once mighty Babylonian empire :

“In the distance high above the plain, loomed
a great mound of earth. On both sides of us lay
what looked like long parallel ranges of hills.
These lines are pronounced to be the remains of
those canals that once conducted the waters of
the Euphrates over the length and breadth of
the ancient Babylonia. What mighty canals
must they have been, that still showed under the
roll of centuries such substantial traces! Now
not so much as a drop of water ; no, not even a
drop of heaven's pearly dew, ever glistens, where
once ships must have navigated. These mighty
banks that carried fertility to every corner of the
ancient kingdom are now mere useless, sightless
mounds.

“ No morning mist, moistening the thirsty
earth, ever hangs over them. No rain clouds
ever shadow them, tempering the rays of a fierce,
daily returning sun. The end of her that ‘ dwel-
leth upom many waters,’ has been brought only
tou surely. The awful prophecies had been ful-
filled, and desolation, in all its nakedness, in all
its dreariness, was around us. After riding some
two hours we arrived at the foot of the great
mound that we had seen in the morning. We
dismounted and scrambled to the top, for we nad
even arrived at the ruins of Babylon; and this
great mound of earth that we were on was the
grave of the golden city.

“ | believe from the summit, raised some hun-
dred feet above the plain, the walls of the an-
cient city may be traced. “But & hot wind driv-
ing burning sand, and the impaipable dust of
ages into the pores of our skins, made every ef-
fort to open an eye so terribly painful, that we
gave up the idea in despair of either tracing
walls, or indeed of looking about us much any-
where.

“] remember seeing, away. to the west, lines
of willows, and a silver thread winding away in-
to the distance ; and nearer, some unsightly bare
mounds, looking as if voleanic fire had been at
work underneath the smooth surface of the plain,
and had thrown these mounds up in the spirit of
pure mischief. That silver thread was our first

glimpse of the waters of the Euphrates, and the |

mounds all that remained of the once beautiful
hanging gardens of Babylon ; at least s0 the con-
jecture of men of research has sccounted for them.
But so completely have the prophecies been ful-
filled—so completely have the ‘ name and the
remnant been cut off” of all pertaining to the once
mighty city—that even the great hill on which
we were standing is only by conjecture supposed
to be the ruin of some great building or royal
palace that stood within the walls—possibly the

‘ palace of Semiramis.

« We descended from the great mound and

| ed by marriage should be endless and perpetual. |
|2. That as the ring is made of pure gold, so Seclusion from sunshine is one of the misfor-
| should it be symbolic of the purity of the marri- tuoes cf our civilized life. The same cause
iage union. 3. That a8 gol is esteemed the most  which makes potato vines white and sickly when
| valuable of all metals, so conjugal love is more | grown in dark cellars operates to produce the
{ valuable than any other earthly affection. 4. pale, sickly girls that are resred in our parlors.
That as gold is the most compact of all metals, Expose either to the direct rays of the sun and
80 should it signify the closeness of married love. | they begin to show color, bealth and strength.
{ 6. That as gold is unimpaired in the fiery ordeal One of the ablest lawyers in our country—a
| of the crucible, and loses nothing of its value, so | vietim of long and herd brain labor—came to
love, hallowed by marriage, need fear no trial,| me a year ago, suffering with partial paralysis.
however terrible. 6. That as the marriage ring  The right leg and hip were reduced in size, with
is perfectly plain—that is, no chased, raised, or | constant pain in the loins. He was obliged, in
artificial work appears on its suface—so should | soming up stairs, to raise the left foot first on
it signify that the marriage union was brought | every stair, dragging the right one after it. Pale,
about by no artifice, but the plain result of an|feeble, miserable, he told me he had been failing
honorable and religious sffection. 7. That as gold | several years, and closed with, * My work is
is incorruptible, so should be the hallowed lofeldum'. - At sixty I find mysell worn out.” ' 1
of man and wife. 8. That as the marriage ring | directed bim to lie down under a large window,
exhibits nothing to imply pre-eminence of one|and allow the sun to fall on every part of his
| party over another, notwithstanding that the | body ; at first, ten minutes a day, increasing she
i word “ obey” is applied to the lady rather than | the time until he could expose himsell to the
| the gentleman, yet the gentleman should ever direct rays of the sun a full hour. His habits
recollect that, as in courts of equity, the plaintiff| were not essentially altered in any other parti-
must appear with “ clean hands,” so before he|ecular. In six months he came running up stairs
can lay any claim, any right to command, or the| like & vigorous man of forty, and declared, with
wife be under any obligation to obey, he must|sparkling eyes, * I have twenty years of work
remember that test of love and sincerity which is | in me.” Lhave assisted many ilyspeptic, neural-
given in Holy Seripture (Eph. v. 25—29.) gic, rheumatic, and hypochondriacal people into
We may here, however, remark that the ring | bealth by the sUNsHINE. I have so many facts
is no longer an essential part of the marridge | llustrating the wonderful power of the sun's
ceremony. The Act of Parliament passed in | direct rays in curing certain classes of invalids,
1836, constitutes marriage a civil contract; ft|that I have serious thoughts of ‘publishing &
does not, however, prohibit the use of the ring, { work to be denominated the * SUN-CURE."—
and it is a custom the abrogation of which most | D». o Lewis.
people would naturally regret. Of course, when
the marriage ceremony is performed in the
church, the ring, or scmething to represent the
| ring, is essential. It is in marriages before the
| registrar (which do not exceed a fifty-seventh
part of the marriages in England and Wales) | Miramichi Circuit.
that it can be omitted ; but even in those marri- | <t .
ages such omission is very unusual. The super-' Ravaaxxn 8ia,—Ia writing the letter in re-

intendentaegistrar at Bristol, in answer to in- l ference to the Miramichi Circuit, which appeared

Comgmia,

For the Provincial W\?Vulqm.

upon these dark points. She prescnted her five
points, which we think are better than theirs,
namely, First, all men are sinners. Second, all
men are redeemed. Third, all men are called.

made for those lesser mounds which are suppos-
ed to be the site of the hanging gardens of Ni-
[ tocris and Semiramis. In one spot—the only
| thing we saw in the shape of a building in a state

Fourtb, as many as obey the call are chosen.
Fifth, of thosejchosen such as endure to the end
shall be saved.

We do not propose to discuss either of these |
five points of either system, but we name them ,
only to reach general results ; and we say that i
Methodist doctrine has a fixed a deep snd lasting |
and general impression upon 'the Protestant |
Christianity of the times, and has greatly modi-
fied the views of other branches of the Chris-
tian Church. Allow us here to inquire, Do you |
kuow any church in these days where the points |
of Calvinism are plainly and pointedly and fully ‘
taught ; if you do, you know more than we do. l
But, on the other hand, the five points of Metho- |
dism in substance are preached in most of the |
evangelical churches, and the people joyfully re- I
ceive them, and subscribe to them generaliy.

Second. The Spirit of Methodism is the Spir-
it of Revival ; that is the spirit of reanimation.
To revive is to reanimate, to bring to life that |
which was dead. A state of sin and unbelief is
a state of spiritual death, but a state of faith and }
salvation is a state of spiritual life; and hence
the apostle to the Epbesians said, *“ And you
hath he quickened,” brought to life, “ who were
dead in trespasses and sins.” And sgain, * the
law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made
me free from the law of sin and death.” But|
brethren, when we speak of revival in this con-
nection, we have no reference to the revival of
dogmas and rituals, but to arevival in the sense
of spirtual life. Aud, in this regard, Methodism
es taken an advanced position, and is leading
on the sacramentsl hosts of God's elect.

of ruin—was a mass of vitrified brick-work,
piercing the old soil and debris of centuries, angle
urwards. The bricks were rquare, of large size
and beautiful make ; the angle of some clear and
sharp, as if the brick had but left the kiln yes-
terday, instead of nearly twice two thousand
years ago. Turninginto a little hollow way be-
tween the mounds, we came suddenly upon the
colossal stone lion. Time with its leaden hand
had Knocked away all the sharp angles of the
statue. ‘The features of the lion are completely
obliterated, as are also those of the prostrate
form that lies so helpless, so utterly and whoily
human, beneath the upraised paw of the king of
beasts.

“The group presents itself to the eye, owing
to the wear of old Time, much in the eppearance
of those blocks of Carrara marble which the bold
chisel of Michael Angelo struck into, and then,
at the point that the shapeless marble had be-
gun to assume the merest ‘abozo’ of the great
sculptor’s idea, the block was suddenly aban-
doned, end left as a wonder and a puzzle to fu-
ture sges, so does this group of the lion and the
man now bear an unfinished unwrought appear-
ance ; but you cannot look at it a moment, and
not instantly avow the mightily embodied. This
dark colossal statue, which may once have stood
under the gorgeous roof of a temple, snd before
which the queenly Semiramis, proud and supre-
ly beautiful, may once have bowed, stands now
canopied by the grandest of canopies, certainly
—high heaven—but never poticed but by the
wind that sweeps

mw"hﬂhjﬂ-{

quiry, states that he always saw a ring used but| ' the Wasicyan for May &b, £ did not expeet

| it would bave called forth strictures from any
| minister that had ever been stationed here. The
| Rev, Mr. Barratt however sppears to feel that
| injustice has been done him and other mivisters
{ whom_he mentions by name, and indirectly ac-
| cuses a Layman of making statements not borne
{ out by fects. In justice to myselfl therefore, as
| well as to the Circuit, I would make the follow-

once. He asked if the parties had bougnht one.
The man answered that it was not necessary ; but
the woman entreated to have one. The superin-
tendent took part with the woman, representing
that the absence of the ring might lead to scan-
dal. The man yielded and fetched one; and the
woman'’s gratitude brought tears into her eyes.

ding finger, on aecount, it was presumed, of *a
nerve or artery converging thereto from the
beart ;” this, however, is anatomically incorrect.
Another suggestion is, that it was chosen as the
most convenient, the thumb beiog too busy, the
little finger to puny, the middle finger not suf-
ficiently bonorable; the first finger like the
thumb, too busy ; the fourth omly being left—
sufficiently bonorable and sufficiently at leisure
—for the reception of the nuptial ring. It seems
probable, however, it arose from the old Saxon
custom of the bridegroom putting the ring upon
each of the bride’s left hand fiagers, in turn pro-
nouncing the words—at the first, “ In the name
of the Father ;" at the second, “ In the name of
the Son ;” at the third, * In the name of the Holy
Ghost ;" at the fourth, *“ Amen”"—there leaving
the ring.

Many of our customs are derived from the Sax-
ons ; our word “* wedding” is Saxon, and our Sax-
on forefathers took their wives as we take ours
—* for fairer for fouler, for better for worse, for

to be “ bonny and buxom.”

Health of English Women.

In this country sound bealth is the exception
among women, unsoundness to rule. In Eag-
land health is the rule, as all know whe have
visited that country, and as all may infer who
will observe the immigrants from ber shores—
not the laboring classes merely, but the wealthy,
the educated, and the refined. They bave red
cheeks, full chests, stout muscles, energy of ac-
tion, fine health, and & good appetite. The rea-
son is, they exercise much in the open alr, aud
dress in a manner adapted to that exercise. An
English woman of education and refigement
thinks nothing of walking six miles, or of riding
on horseback twenty. A celebrated American
journalist, writing of the habits of the women
of England, remarks :

we should make a little family visit to Epping
Forest, distant some four or five miles. The
thought never emtered my head that they pro-
posed going on foot. As we crossed the thres-
hold of the door, I was expecting the mext
moment to help the two ladies making our party
|into the carriage, but I saw no ecarriage ; amd
when | asked where was the carriage, I got for
|: reply : “ We are going on foot, of course.”
| And so we walked all the way there, and rambled
all day long over the beautiful forest, and at night
walked back to “ The Elms.” [ keptlooking st
the ladies while we were returning, expecting to
se= them faint away ; and finally I ventured very
quietly to ask one of them : ** Ar> you not very
tired ?” 1 got for a reply a merry ringing laugh
and a “ To be sure not; I could walk half-a-
dozen miles further yet !” When 1 got bome,
1 was so fatigued as to be unabled to stend with,
out great pain and trouble, and was obliged to
acknowledge that the English ladies were my
superiors in physical powers of endursnce. I
saw at once the secret of their glorious heulth,
their buoyancy and flow of spirits. Ii was their
| habite of exercise out of doors,

“ | was once conversing with an Eoglish lady
who was near eighiy years old—the motherof §
distinguished writer—upon this capital habit of
walking whieh the ladies of England have, whea
she broke forth with : *“ When I was a young
woman, and in the couatry, I nsed to walk tes
miles to church on & Sanday morning, ar.d back
after service.

“ Apotber cause of the brilliant bealth of
English women is their nstural love of borticul-
tare. AnEaglish lady ia at home ia ber gardes,

The fourth digit of the left hand is the wed- |

richer for poorer,” and the wives duly promised |

| ing explanations and will endeavour to be as
| brief as possible,
| Mr. Barratt has altogether misapprehended
|my motives and meaving in the former letter,
and starting from wrong premises, as a natural
| sequence arsives at wrong conclusions. I was
| not comparing the different ministers that had
| been on this Circit for a number of years past,

| with our present ministers, and drawing distinc-
| tions between them ; far from it.—Whatever I
! might do meatally, it would be as unwise, as it
| certainly would be invidious, to do so in priut,

No man on this Circuit is more ready. to acknow-
{ledge the faithfulness and zeal that has ever

characterized the Wesleyan ministry in Mira-
lmichi then a Laymaon ; and the thought never
| existed for one moment—* to undervalue the
| labours of several godly ministers who went be-
| fore.” M y object was,—not to compare the pre-

sent state of the Circuit with the three years of

Mr, Barratt's pastorate, but to contrast the two

years now closed with several years in the past—
| Mr. Barratt's time included. The contrast was
| so cheering I thought it should be told to the
| readers of the Wesleyan,—and in my simplicity
| concluded that 1o all the ministers who have la-
| boured amongst us, it would be ‘‘ as good news
| from a far country.”

In order to show that—* I was not endeavour-

few facts from many that might be given, which
will not. ooly corroborate my former statement,
bat will ‘also show that in making the retrospect ”
—* I did nothing extenuate, nor aught set down
in error.”

In 1841, there were 191 members in society

| down 1o 1852, the membership exceeded 100,

| In 1835 there were 107 members, in 1862 the
| number was 76. In 1841, in Chatham alone

ing to set forth the present flourishing state of

the Circuit, as contrasted with the past, 'iLhoul.] unconscious of what was transpiring. Yet of
good and sufficient reasons,—I will refer to a

on this Circuit, and for the subsequent years

intendency. This is not so,—my remarks had
a wider range, and embraced a great number of
years. That a marked improvement hLas taken
place in the increase of the congregations
throughout the Cireuit, particularly in New Cas-
tle, is too evident to require further remark. In
this matter *‘ we speak what we do know, and
testify what we have seen,” and if Mr. Barratt
will not receive our testimony, we can only regret
his want of faith.

There is one other particular referred to, which
at the risk of overstepping the brevity lintended
to adhere to—demands a word of expianation.
In introducing a quotation from my letter he
(unintentionally no doubt) makes a very impor-
tant omission, and thus represents me to say
what I never thought or intended, namely, *‘ The
Rev. Messrs. W. D., R. and M. will continue to
live in the grateful recollection of our people™
—and then he goes on to remark * so they will,
and so they ought, and so will those godly men
who came between them and the present minis-
ters "—to which I say with all my heart, most
trye. They are not forgotten by the people, and
were not forgotten by a Layman, as by refer-
ence to the mutilated quotation will appear.
The owitted words are—** and many cthers who
also deserve homourable mention,” und if Mr.
Barratt did not feel himself included in thoso
words, a Layman is certainly not to ¢
« The prosperity of any Circuit snoutd cver be
a cause of rejoicing to the people vt Ged, ard 1
am sure it would gladden the heart of Mr. Duce
ratt to hear that “ showers of blessizgs” were
descending on the field so recently vacated by
him. It will animute and cheer him to kr.w
that the prayer contained in hi: letter cf July
30th, 1862, is to some extent answer:d. *'lhe
great want of our Church on the Miran!
Circuit is a gracious outpouring of the Huly
Ghost, producing a revival of spiritua!, ardent,
and heartfelt religion. May the Lord bless the
good seed sown in the past, and cou e

ame.

Lt
ul
)

) with
those appointed to labour here during ¢! » pre-
sent year "—to all of which I say in all sanctity,
amen and amen. May ministers and peop!
continue to pray that more signal manifestai

of the Divine power may be given than hereto-
fore, and that “ God, even our God may crown
the year with his goodness” and that “ Lis
psthe may drop fatness” on the Miramicki
Cireuit. A LayMax,

Miramichi, May 28, 1864.
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MRS, HOWARD TRUEMAN OF POINT DE BUTE.

Died, at Point de Bute, on Wednesday the
Mth inst., Agnes, wife of Mr. Howard Trueman.
From ber childbood she was favoured with veli-
gious oversight and instruction, and 'while yet
young was endued with the fear of the Lord.—
On bher marriage in June, 1863, she removed
from Miramichi, ber native place to this locality.
Here, from theirst, her attendance on the means
of grace was regular and devout, and her mind
seemed to become increasingly alive to the im-
portance of scriptural religion. With deep seli-
sbasement, and a contrite but decided heart, she
sought the Lord ; and He beard her and de-
livered ber from all her fears. Thenceforth she
bad peace with God, and joy in believing. Her
deportment also evinced the reality of the great
change wrought within, by the power of the
Holy Ghost. A pefrect neart, and & consistent
holy life, were the objects of her daily pursuit.
And, till the summons for her departure came,
she joyously beld on her way.

Her last illness was short, but exceedingly
severe. For several hours before her decease
she was unable to converse, and appeared w he

L}

her reception into Paradise, through the merits
of the Redeemer, no doubt is entertained.
was seised while studying the word of Ged, and
its precious promises were doubtless her  rod
and stafl ” in walking through the val'ey of the
shadow of death.

Intense as is the griel of her endeared hus
band, her parents, and a very large circle of re-
latives, it is yet mingled with strong consolation
and immortal hope. * For if we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so them alio

dhe

« | remember once being at William and
Mary Howitt’s, when some one proposed tbat [*

| * the head of the Circuit "—there were 7 classes | which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Hir
| and 106 members, in 1862, there was one class
nd 16 members, True, there were a variety of

Point de Bute, May 25, 1564.
causes that lead (o this diminution which might §

be pointed out if time and space were at my dis-

MRS. ELIZABETH HAYS OF CANNING.

The subject of this brief memoir was asscoiat
ed with many ot our * mothers in Israel” who

' Q.

posal, as deaths, removals, &c., but the great
procuring cause was the religious declension, the
gredual subsidence of spiritual influence, the | like herself are now * before the throne
absence of that divine agency which alone can|was born in Yarmouth in 1774, and wes 1}
build up believers in their most holy faith,” and daughter of Mr. Phineas Durkee, formeriy of ¢
quicken-into life the soul * dead in trespasses | place. Early in life she was converted to G
| und in sins.” Let these facts suffice to show,|under the ministry of Rev. Harris Har!

| taken in connection with anotber significant oue | Her late husband, Mr. Joha Hays, was u s

| —that for & number of years it was deemed pru- | taker of like precious faith, years ago enter! 1
| dent to appoint only one minister of this widely everlasting rest.

|extended Circuit—ibat I was quite correct in| Mrs. Hays for many years, and up to the
| stating—* the day of our prosperity began to|of her death, was connected with the 1"«
wane, &e. tist Church, and by her spirit, ard «

Mr. Barratt objects to my statement, * that | walk had secured the respect and esteen !

he had to take to the Conference an unfavour- | wh> knew her. During her declining ve

| able veport of the land spiritusily and financislly” | resided with her daughter, cur soer
and emphatically remarkas, # this I must say| Thomas Nichols, when she was n'oiocd w

| was not s0.” In proof of this he refers to the| religious communications ac vel

| Circuit and Missionary receipts for the last year| tions so well calculated to s®stzin the :

:o{-h:l ministry, and compares the Miufonnry re-| the increasing infirmities pec

| ceipty with the subsequent year under two minis-| Religicus conversation, praje.

| ters, and finds an increase of only $6.40. He|to the reading of the precious wo:!

in this calculation forgets the fact that the Cir-|to ber never failing tcurecs of com!

cait for that year had to raise the sum necessary | light: Although exceed: gly i

for two ministers, and that if even the Mission-| to leave her residence, herc
ary receipts” had been less, instead of ‘nmrf especially upon the law of God, were 120

than the former year, it would show a 'ondorfnﬂy‘ esting and profi:abie. With her, Christ
marked improvement in this particular. But soul the hope of glory was the great abs

further still, by referring to the Wesleyan of | theme.

July 30th, 1862, I find a letter from Mr. Barratt| On the 13th of April this aged ezint ¢

in reference to the Miramichi Circuit, which cons | with expressions of great desires to cepart, o .-

tains the following paragraph, « Some have need |ly fell asleep in Jesus in the 90th ysar ol he

to inquire how much God tequires at their hands, | age-

The tecefpts of the Olrouit have advanced o/ As I bebeld the mortal taberuacle afier its
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