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fuutsteps of winter hath
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of his native land; | hundred millions of stars_which belong to for us,”

ling breast,

th to rest.
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hed past;
Lath rest,

biest.

A Soar through the Heavens.

trated to the
and
ino-line far L:-_\mnl
pace, boundless and
\nd do youn inquire
stratum of stars

sdnee we have

nee of stars
its

. requires ten years (o come
i and yet

from the

make, ,

e “‘li”\)'

n five hun-

one behind the other

Virom the othier by a

Milky Way. In case it be possible to pierce
its boundarics, and pass through intc the
regions of space which lic beyond, the in-
quiry arises, what meets the vision there ?
what lies beyond these mighty limits 7—
Does ereation cease with thi
ter ? and iz all blank beyond its b wndary 7

Here again the telescope has given us an
answer.  When have travelled
outward from our own sun, and nas-ed in'a
straizht line trom

have lett behind

s one

we shatl

tar to star, until we zhalj
us, in grand perspective, a
series of five hundred suns, we then stand
on the confines of one great cluster of stars.
All behind biazes witl the light of countless
orbs, scattered in wild magniticence, while
all before us is deep, impenctrable, unbroken
darkness.  No glance of buman vision can
pierce the dark profound.

Dut summoning the telescope to onr aid,
iet us pursuc our mighty .iuurn»:'v througl
space ; for in the distance we are just able

ern a faint haze of light, a minute
inous cloud which comes up to meet us.
this obj we will urze our
leave the shining millions of our
1ster far beliind,  Its stars are
ding ; its dimensions are
filled the whole
and now its myriads of blazing
orbs could alinost be grasped with "a single
But look forward A new
nniverse, ot astonishing grandeur, bursts on
the sight. The cloud of light has swelled
and expanded, and its millions of suns now
iill the whole heavens.

nwn
shrinking and

! ting. It
heavens,

cont once

nand. now

We have reached the clustering of ten

mitlions of stars.  Look to the right—there
is na limit ; look to the left—there is no end.

Above,

below, sun rises upon sun, and sys-
temyon system, in endless and immeasurable
perspective.  Ilerc is a new universe, as
magnificent, as glorious as our own ; a new
Milky Way, whose vast diameter the flash-
ing light would not cross in a thousand
Nor is this a solitary object.  Go
out on a clear cold winter night, and reckon
the stars which strew the heavens, and count
their number ; and for every single orb thus
visible to the naked eye, thie telescope reveals
a universe, fur sunk in the depths of space,
and scattered with vast profusion over the
entire surfuce of the heavens.

It there be anything which can lead the
mind upward to the Omnipotent Ruler of
the Universe, and give to it an approximate
knowlede® of his incomprehensible attri- |
butes, it is to be found in the grandeur and |
beauty of his works. |

yoears.

If you would know his g/ory, examine the
interminable range of suns and systems
which crowd the Milky Way. Maltiply the
our own *j
ol those astral systems that exist in space
within the range ot human vision, and then
you may form some idea of the infinitude of
his kingdom : for lo! these are but a part of'!
his ways.  Examine the ccale on which the
universe is buiit. . Comprehend, if you can,
the vast dimensions ot Stretch
outward through his system, from planet to
planet, and civcumseribe the whole within |
the -immense of Neptune's
orbit.  This is but a single unit out of the |
myriads of similar systems. Tuake the

our stn.

circumierence

specd, day and night, and month and year,

till youth shall wear away, and middle age

and at each, speed on your way a hundred
thousand miles ; and when a hundred years
have rolled by, look out and behold ! the |
thronging millions of blazing are still
around you, each separated from the other
by such a distance that, in this journey of a
centary, you have only left hall a score
behind you. |

sSuns

Would wou gather some idea of the
eternily vast of Gold's existence, go to the

astronomer, and bid him lead you with him

| sented.
tha is gone, and the extremest limit of human | his staff before him to steady his position;
5 lile has been attained ; count every pulse,| while his audience seated themselves upon

e

The 0ld Oak-Tree.

Somie thirty miles or so below Philadel-
phia, on the Jersey shore of the Delawnre,
there is a little villave ealle

i tinz out

0
1 Pennsgrove, and
mtothe river.  Ahout half
above this pier there is a venerable
ak-tree, lifting up its mossy gn:
the : of the sfream.

lien the summer zun is warm, i gratefu)

rled branch-

s over very margin
<hade atfords< an inviting place of repose, at
the same time lyu-_\mr_v the eve and the mind
with beautiful The Delaware is
lirre about three miles wide, and the zlassy
plain is thickly dotted with steamers, and
with the snowy sails of vessels of all descrip-
tions, from the light-winged skiff, with its
single voyager, to the stately war-ship, a
cloud of eanvass above, and a thousand brave
bearts below. Across the smooth waters are
the green hills of Delaware, dotted with fuarm
houses as far as the eye can reach, while
Just opposite are seen the clustered dwellings
and spires of the city of Wilmington.

One summer’s morning, nearly half a cen-
tury aco, the old oak waved its foliagze over
a goodly company, gathered beneath
around it on the shore. They w
wareans, retarnin2 home (rg

| meeting.

scenery.

and
Dela-
g L’l'.\')' l'll'"!"
of the week had
come ; the religious exercises had been clo-
sed in the old-fashioned foom. Their part-
ing hymn was sung, and with tearful eyes
and hearty grasp of hands, and earnest
exhortations and sobbing pledges to meet
again in heaven, the “ thousands of Isreal”
had separated.  Those who had come from
the other shore, clostered on the margin of
the river, to embark in the sloops and schoo-
ners which lay there ready to receive them. |
But, lo, the wind and the tile were contrary,
and the mariners declared that they must |
be content to wait till the course of the cur-
rent changed.  And so they gatheredon the
shore, two or three hundred in number,
youth, infancy, and old age, around the old
oak. Many of them were followers of the Im-
manuel ; and warmin hislove. How natural,
then, that they should while away the hours |
in singing the songs of Zion. After spend-
ing some time in this pleasant cmployment, |
it was proposed that a sermon be preached,

e last day

and two or three who were local preachers
were invited to officiate on the oceasion.— 1
While they were debating the mattér, an'
aged colored man was seen approaching.— |

| The lapse of many years had covered his

face with wrinkles, Lleached his hair to a

snowy whiteness, and bowed down his head |

very low; and he toitered feebly nlnng.j

supporting his halting steps with a long
staff.

“There is uncle Jacob! he shall preach |
exclaimed one of the company ; and !

ed with respectful :alutations, and pressed to
give them a sermon. |

“ Children,” said the veteran, trying to
straighten himself a little, and turning his
head on to look at the faces
of the group around him; * children, how
can I preach afier such scrmons as we have
had on the camp-ground? You would not
listen to me, and 1 would not blame you
either.”

“ O yes, uncle Jacob,” was the reply, “if |
you will only preach, we will listen to you,

one gide 80 as

sent his | Wings of light, aud flash with impetuous | you shall have good order too.”

Afier being urged for some time, he con-
Ie taid aside his hat, and planting

the clean sand, or stood around his groups,
hie began:

* Now, children, T am going to tell you
something about-myself. My parents were
brought from Africa to this country, and
sold. Their master had some new land
somewhere down South, and he took all his
hands and went to his tract, and began to
clear it up. My father built a cabin for
Limselt’ by setting up barks and slabs against {
the limbs.of a large tree, which had been

‘hodivides our sun in one of his walks through space ; and, asiblown down, and in that old bark cabin in

so that, tor light

vast

rs ru"):nhlll.j_',
red an

rather

he sweeps outward from object to obje 'ty
{ 1o unive remember that
izht from those filmy stains on the deep |
ie of heaven, now falling on your
y¢, has been traversing space for a million
ot .years.

from univers

Would you gather some knowledge of the

u/rl/(l‘l‘u/"'h.(" of (God, \\'c:gh the rthh on

the top of the tree I was born. When 1

about eighteen I went to hear Mr.
Whitetield preach, and he made me feel
very bad. I thoughe if I did not begin to|
serve the Lord, I should zo to hell, straight.
I cried, and promised, and prayed, and the
Lord heard me, and pardoned my sins and
made me happy in his lovg. I began to

extent is <0 which we dwell, then count the millions of | talk o some of my young e§mpanions, and

ht, 40 wing

. sweeping away from
planet after planet

its inlabitants that have come and gone for
the last six thousand years. Unite their |
strength into one arni, and test its power in
an cflort to move this earth. It could not

stir 1t a single foot in a thousand years; and

pretty soon I got two or three of my own
age to start for heaven with me.  Bat I was
not satisfied yet. There was no church in
our ncighbourhood, and I often asked my-
self if we could not have meeting somehow.

and finally the sun | yet, under the omnipotent hand of God, not | But my master and mistress were grand

alithting on

round a new

a minute passes'that it does not fly far more

than a the nd wiles.  DBut this is a mer

people, and they had no religion, and 1 was
afraid they would not like it, and <o I said

as grown and  atom—an insignificant point among his in- nothing about it for some time, but 1 did not

withi

it blazes

own — here et | planet. and satellite, and comet, and the sun | went up to the house to ask master,

yn the starry

numerable worlds. At his bidding, ®very

iiself, fly onward in their appointed courses.

feel right.  Atlast] got alittle courage, and

I told

him and my mistress my story, and asked
]

a flizht, s single arm gnides the millions of sweep- | him if Le would not please to let us hold a

villions of | great constellation of unnumbered universes. ' next  Sunday.

1 anew
have a
a3 well as a
ind.  Bat, no.

m this remote point we

wens

old familiar
v!\.x:i/.' S
b us  be ‘AL (3
yonder the Nor-
2ASCICSS ‘ uriney
‘hanzed, and the
ave passed,
of the entire
of suns and
have swept |
fixed star, and |

ice which Tight itself | of God, look to the admirable adjustments  the door that led into the sitting 70071“ from
ten years, yet|f the magnificent retinue of planets and | the kitchen was open just a crack.
izlity journey, | satellites which sweep around the sun.— | to feel pretty bad, and what made it worse, |

heavens, 18 no
1 in the rela-
ons composing an
its centre, who
immediate

.('}1 l]l"

, In examining
ter planets
2 cuarecr o

ceping comets, we feared

t be room for the accomplish-

r vust orbits, our fOAUs 4re now

I'here is no jostling here ; no |

nler|

* 'y DO P rturnaty
o one

n of the planets |

el by the suns of another.— |
Eacli is

rezion of ]

lixr:x\h. bolding on its appointed movements.
Thus far have we spoken only of the

» suns, and around his throne circies the

Would you comprehend the idea of the

o ings ?
wout another  omniscience of God, remember that the M&S

highest pinnacle of knowledge reached by
the whole human race, by the combined
cflorts of its brightest intellects, has enabled
the astronomer to compute approximately
the perturbations of the planetary worlds.—
He has predicted, roughly, the return of half
But God has computed
the mutual perturbations of millions of suns
aud planets, and comets, and worlds, without
number, through the ages that are passed,
and throughout the ages which are yet to
come, not approximately, but with perfect
and absolute precision.

a score of come

Would you gain some idea of the wisdom

Every globe has been weighed and poised,
every orbit has been measured :tn(ﬁ bent to
its beautiful form. Ali is changing ; but
the laws fixed by the wisdom of U?d, lhgugh
they permit the rocking te and fro of the
system, never introduce disorder, or lead to
destruction. Al is perfect and harmonious ;
and the music of the spheres that burn and
roll around our sun is echoed by that of ten
millions of moving worlds, that sing :_lnd
shine around the bright suns that reign
above. — Mitchell's Planetary and Stellar
Worlds.

R

| Live vor SOMETHING. — The human |ed for our kind master and mistress, and,
4 and independent, filling the | heart has been quaintly compared to a|while we were praying bard for them we

and “if they have nothing else to grind, they
must themselves be ground.”

prayer-meeting in one of the cabins the
He looked at me pretty
y8 he, ¢ Jacob, you hold meet-
“Yus, sir,)says I We sing and
pray as well as we can, and when the Lord |
comes and meets us we are very happy.'— |
Then mistress spoke up, and says she,
¢ Jacob, the cabin is too small for your meet- |
ing ; you may all come here, and you shall
have the Kkitchen' Then I praised the|
Lord softly ; and when I had thanked my |
mistress for her kindness, I weat and told
the boys the good news.

sharp, and

“ Well, when the time came, we went to |
the meeting ; all the people on the planta- |
tions were there, seated on the benches |
around the room; I did not see master or |
mistress, nor either of the young ladies, but |

an |

|
the two boys that had religion, kept rolling
their eyes round at me, scared like, as if
they wanted me to go ahead. Well, after a
spell I stood up and repeated a hymn that I
had learned. We sang it,and I called on
one of the boys to pray. He prayed crook-
ed enough, I tell you. We sang another
hymn, and then I called on the other boy.—
The next time I would have to pray myself,
and I felt scared worse than ever. IHow-
ever, we sung, and then we kneeled down
and tried to pray. The Lord blessed me,
[ children, and gave me words. I praved for
1 the boys that had got religion, and for the
| others who were in their sins. Then 1 pray-

pace aszigned, and, within its own | millstone. Both are constantly driven round, | heard such noise in the other room that we

all started up, and ran to see what was the

{ shine.

[ him who once
{ The auditors were melted by his

in, and there was master laying right in the
middle of the floor, crying for mercy, and
mistress and both my young mistresscs were
o as if their hearts would break.—
Children, I praised the Lord loud that time!
One of them says to us, * Will you not pray
for us again?’ And we did, you niay be
sure ; and master got converted ; and then
we eried and sung and praised the Lord my
together a good while. The next day my
mistress was converted, and some time aiter
both her daughters, and so they all set out
for heaven. When I got some older my
master gave me my freedom, and then |
praised the Lord again.

“ Ah, children, tiat was a great while ago.
My old master and mistress are gone.—
They died in the faithand weat home. And
I am going home too. My day is.alinost
gone, the night is coming on, and sometime:
the way is bad; but I am going home, and 1
have got so near that I begin to see the

ghts in the windows. I shall see my old
master and my old mistress there, and we
will sing and shout together, as we did long
ago down on the old plantation.”

As “ Uncle Jacob” progress 1 in his ad-
dress, he had gradually warmed up with his
subject. His stooping frame became more
and more erect, and his dim eyes began to
As he told of the happy hour in the
kitchen pray-meeting his staff dropped in
his hand ; floods of exultant tears ran down
his wrinkled face, and his voice rose clear
and strong, as in the far distant days of his
youth. And toward the close of his exhor-
tation the veteran, straight as a grenadier,
walked rapidly to and fro, with shouts of
triumph, * leaping and praising God,”
sat at the beautiful gate.—

sobbi

simnple
fervor and truth. They wept, they shouted,
and fell around him as wheat before the
sickle. Hours were spent in the delightful
work of prayer and praise, and when the
veerng tide and the flapping sails admon-
ished them of their homeward voyage, they
reluctantly left the spet, und embarked.

And none present that day ever forgot
the scene under the old oak.
the patriarchal African sleeps in the grave-
yard in the city of Wilmington. He lived
respecied by all, and when he was gathered
to | his fathers, devout men carried him to
his burial, and made ,amentation over him.

The facts given above were related to me
by one of the few survivors who witnessed
the memorable scene.— Corr. Ch. Ad. and
Journal.

A correspondent of the Western Christian

island universe,” by the thousands | g he old man came slowly up he was greet- | Advocate, writing from -Brownstown, the

county-seat of Jackson County, Indiana,
a8 t—

There is a fine revival of the work of holi-
ness now going on in this town. It Las
never been my happy lot to witness such ear-
nest and intelligent struggling for all the
mind that was in Christ. The members of
the Church have been reading, till the whole
Church seemed to be awakened, praying, and
conversing on this glorious theme. Some
have entered into the rest of faith, and others
are “ panting atier God, asthe heart panteth
for the water brooks.” My soul swells with |
unutterable praise, while I write, and recall
some of our meetings for the past {our days.
Sometimes the baptism of love has moved
and melted ail hearts ; and, instead of loud
shoutings, we have seen the subdued and

| overwhelming sensations of bliss, from asense

of the divine glory und manifested presence.
Halleluiah to God and the Lamb!  Brother
King, the preacher in charge of the circuit,
began his work here by preaching on perfect
love to the members, and his appeals, backed
by a personal experience of the heavenly
washing, have had a powertul effect on the
whole Church.

One of the most int¢lligent and pious mem-
bers of the Baptist Church in this town, has
been fully convinced that Jesus has power
on earth to cleanse from all unrighteousness,
and is seeking for this great «1el}gwmncu.—
God grant him grace to hold on his way !

I think there is much more inquiry on the
subject of entire consecration to God, than
formerly, all over the county. It is time the
Church skhould fully awake to this subject,
and hold out the lamp of life to the world,
without the black vail of secret or open sins
obscuring its attractive splendors. * O, wor-
ship the Lord in thc beauty of holiness !’
My beloved brethren in the ministry, let us
see to it, that we are the true and living re-
yresentatives of Jesus Christ's religion, the
*“ blameless and harmless” sons of a holy
God. Inliving and conscious u.ion with the
holy Saviour, in the rapturous consciousness
of entire subjection to the will of God, let us
present the doctrines of the great salvation in
a niew light to those who hear{ With a holy
minisiry and a holy Church, ??;e Lord Jesus
would soon make the conquest of the world.
Suffer me, my dear brethrenin the ministry,
to urge upon your attention this solemn and
pre-eminently importaut subject. If you
would have revivals that will be deep and
permanent, and extensive, “ Be ye holy,” ye
who are to preach the great salvation.

“ O let our love and faith abound 1
O let our lives, to all around,
With purest lustre shine;
That all around cur works may see,
And give the glory, Lord, to thee,
The heavenly light divine.”

An Incident.

God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to pertorm.”

A presiding elder, not far away, relates
the following incident. [Ile says:—

“ As I was going to love feast the other
night, it so chanced that I passed along close
behind a gentleman and lady, with two child-
ren, who were going the same way. The
gentleman and lady did not seem to be in the
best possible humour with each other, and if
they were not quarrelling outright, at least
high words were passing between them. |
soon found from their conversation, which
was forced upon my ear, they were on their
way to the church, and that the gentleman
was. using every possible means in his power,
not even abating threats, toprevent the lady,
his wife as it seemed, from going there. *I
shall go,” said she, in answer to something
which he had said ; ‘ Isball go.’ ¢ You will,
ha?’ said he. ¢ Yes,’ she replied, ¢ I shall
go.’ ¢And without me? said he. ‘With-
|out me? he repeated again. She was silent.

| After a short pause, he continued, I tell

The dust of |

I'll never see you again ;
ever.” ‘[ shall goin she
emphatically.

firis
By this time they had
~ of the chareb.

ed the doc
of them at this paint,

I passed in front
and
posely, for a moment in the opening
light revealed to th

shie

stood, pur-
The
woman mv ideutity, and
approached and asked per-
mission for he
fea The meu stood a little
ing madness, and
have appeared afltc

busband to go in to the love
back 1
d as Lucifi
fall of

angels. * Is that your husband 7 su

sir.” ¢ Did you bring him with you
might have compa 1
ing? ¢ Partly 0,” said she, Ler eyes filli
with tears, ‘and partly’ ¢
I saw the workings of

said l

y homi

—here she stog
her mind.  *Well,
‘go in.

The wmecting was a spiritual one, :
fitable to us ali ; the Lord was there.
close, whien the mourncrs were called,
first one that started was a man from the
treme buck of the house. He was at
agitated, but passed resolutely through
crowd ; and as he roached the aliar
threw himself violently upon lis

\
k

i should he be but the mad husband

wonderful—it is the power of God, suid I 10
myself, His noble wife was instantly by Lis
side, with clasped bands, uptarned looks,
and tearful eyes, agonizing in prayer to God
for his deliverance. The friends gathered
round him, and though the aliar was crowd-
ed with penitents, a general sympathy seem-
ed to be excited for this case more than for
any other.  The anxicty manifested by the
wite had probably led to this result. In about

like | thirty minutes afier he came from the crowd
! God powerfully converted his soul. Lucifer

was cast out—the look of an angel sat upon
his countenance ; and as the husburd and
wife sunk shouting in each other's arms, with
their children clinging rapturously around
thiem, I said, surely there is Joy in heaven.
* O, sir, said she, when the meeting was
over, ‘ how glad I am that you let my hus-

"o

band into love feast !

[FOR THE PROVINCIAL WESIEYAN )

To T. R S

After bearing him sing several hymns when four years
old.

Sweet bird of the household, thy voice thrills my
heart ;

And speaks of the strains where the blessed bave
part,

It sends my thoughts heav'nward, lamb of the
fold,

'Revival of the Work of Holiness. To list to God's praise in thy childish voice to'd,

To hear the sweet hymns of his chosen one’s here,

From the lips of a child, gush joyous and cie:

I bless thee, thou little one, breathine a prayer,

That God for thy flitting a Lome will prepare,

When thy last note of prai<e shall linger on earth

To tell that an angel in heaven has birth.

May He who blessed littie children below

Guide thy fect in the way H+ wilis them to 2o

May sin never sully the heart that should be

Given to One, who will watch over thee,

From the throne oi the Father with tenderest

love,

"Till thy pinions are folded, our Lirlling, above !

Baltimore. ORria.

S
Aims and Topics of the Pulpit.

The subjects of the pulpit have never
varied from the day when the Holy Spirit
visibly descended on the first “advocates ot
the Gospel in tongues of tire. They are in
uo danger of being exbausted by trequency,
or changed with the vicissitudes of mortal
fortunc. They have immediate relation to
that eternity, the idea of which is the living
soul of all poetry and art. It is the province
of the preachiers of Christianity to devel-
ope the conuection between this world and
the next; to watch over the begmuning ot a
course which endure forever and to
trace the broad shadows cast from imperishi-

will

able realitics on the shifting scenery of earth.
This sublunary splicre docs not scemn to them
as triling or mean, in proportion s they
extend ibeir views onward, but assumes a
uew grandeur and sanctity, as the vefibule
of a statelier and an eternal region. The
mysteries of our being, life and death, both
in their stirange essences and in their subli-
mer relation are topics of their ministry.
There is nothing affecting in the human
condilions, nothing majestic in the affections,
nothing touching in the instability of human
dignities, the fl:;lg)]i!'\‘ of loveliness, or the
Leroism ot seli-sacritice, which s
theme ruited to their high purposes.
theirs to dwell on the
world; on the
patriarchal ag ou the stern and awlul re-
ligion and marvellous story of the Hebrews ;
on the glorious visions of the prophets and
their fultilment ; on the character, miracies
and death of the Saviour ; on all the won-
ders aud all the beauty ot the Serij
It is theirs to trace the spirit of the bound-
less and the eternal, faintly breathing in
every part of the mystic circle of supersti-
tion, unquenched even amidst the most bar-
barous rites of savage tribes, and all the
cold and beautiful shapes of Grecian mould.
The inward soul of ev ery religious system,
the philosophical spirit of all history, deep
secrets of the human heart, when grandest
or most \Va'y\vurd, are theirs o search and
| todevelop. Even those speculations which
{do not immediately affect man's conduct,
{ and his hopes are theirs, with all their high
casuistry ; for in these, atieast, they discern
| the beatings of the soul against tbe bars of
|its earthly tahernacle, which prove the im-
{ mortality of its essence, and its destiny to
move in freedom through the vast ethereal
circle to which if thus vainly aspires. In
all the intensities of feeling< and all the re-
alities of immgination, they may find fitting

not

eldest history of
beautiful simplicity ot

nures,—

materials for their passionate expostultations -

with their fellow-men to turn their hearis to
those objects which will endure forever.—
Iu.juun[.

—————— e

The Importance of Decision

More than forty years azo a yonng man
was preceptor of Bradford Academy, who
had just become interested in religion. He
was invited o asocial purty to spend the
evening.  After tea the tables werc prepared
for card-playing. This younz man
very much tried when he saw this prepara-
tion.—Several of the company were young
ladies who were members of Lis school, and
be felt a responsibility respecting the inﬂg-
ence which he should exert upon them. He

was

matter. 1 pushed the door open and looked ! YOU if you are in there to-night without me, | paqq up his mind that he would not engage

the

niusement,

¢ated him to join them
told thew that he cou'd not,
I s reasons,
portunity o
onversation on  the

m. Am
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present

twood, who was

nan
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resulted
blessing revolut
s and purpos
She devoted h I to preaching  the
Go-pel to the he: She had itin he
lo this work, bat ed only to
ht ot heathen lands. Her men
i blished by Dr. Wo
She being
th. Hundreds have been baptised
w. as well as inbued with her
xample will live and cominue
to exert an i until earth’s remotest
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The yo

ben

wWas wrong

agreat dead

work.
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finence
name,
took this stand has
ful pastor in. New-Hampshire

vears. The good accomplis-
lecided stand which he took that
night, will neverbe fully understood until
the secrets of all

ng man who
A >UcCees
hau 1o

bed by the

more

hearts shall be revealed.
How important that Christians be decided.
— Pur. Rec
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[FOR THE PROVINCIAL WESLEVYAX.]

Sentiments of Anti-Pedo-Baptists.

Did Daptism come in the place of circum-
CI18ion 7 is a quesuon, which, in the estima-
tion of the opposers of infant baptism, de-
mwands their greatest strength of argument
and sophistry ; for it the public can be con-
vinced thut the question must be decided in
the negative, an important point is gained.
ft would then be only necessary to follow up
this suceewsful step by securing general cre-
denee to the notion that there were no chil-
dren in the families baptized in Apostolic
times, and that the children addressed in the
Epistles to the Ephesians and Colossians,
were not included in the Churches address-
ed, in order to carry their point, and gain the
world to their party.

I shall bestow a little more. pains on this
question, accurding to the ability that the
Master of Assemblies may give, in order to
establish my readers in what to me appear
scriptural, and, therefore, saie views of this
imatter.

la un elaborate article in the Fisitor on
this which on account of some
Ligrant misrepresentationz of Pedo-Baptist
cntiments and arguments, led XX, to rc-
buke a course long pursued toward us by
our oppone the writer ook the
thai be the Seriptures

(:' esthion,

ground
did not say
Buaptism came in the place of cir-

‘anse
that
cumcision, where ke thinks they should hare
sautd 1t 1) suchk were the case, theretore the
the question must be answered in the ne gative.
Lhis is the sum of all his argument, except
attempts to overturn the foree of some passa-
ges of Seripture which have been cited as
! corroborative proof of infant
Now we the candid
reader, as a ~ufficient answer 1o such reason-
ing, that he must remember that the Serip-
tures unl}‘ annotnce, in ldmn. positive terins,
what 1s essential to be

rrelative ar

taptisu, observe to

known in order
liuman salvation, and teach men 1o u

reason when enlightened by the Spirit o
Glod, to draw by sober, rational inference
from its entire as well as its particular teach-
ing, matters that pertain to duty, privilege,
and danger.  Let the reader refer to th

Lin the letter preceding thie,

passages cited
as illustrative of the above :tatement, and
allow mc to direct 1 Cor. x.,
from the 1st to the 12th verse, where we are

him also to
distinctly tanght to read the records of f50d’s
dealings with his offending pe ople of old, and
draw the inference that in an equally severe
manner will he deal with us, if we sin as
perverscly, as did those mentioned. The
13th
verse—sWherefore, let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest ke full.”

When will writers on

infercnce is found in these words, see

both ‘;s,( 1
question and particulariy our oppone;
member that the
write for

inspired  writers
purposes, nor

ialisiz, but for the instruction of those

humbly long to know
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they did not when
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-pe rof 1y tant matters,

Nz and under
paricalar exigencies, 1o gratify the longings
of those wlo in every aye are ‘r/.‘vur/ lo jund
excuses for neglecting dty ; and to nurrow
the round of religions services to the least
zions world

Those

y to the performance of duties,

¢ think the mare tl 2nd.
Lthe error first

are two extreme

wio, attaching merit

better.
of the
God as little

as pos
I

le, run into the oppo-
site extreme, and cast off all

-ervances but those w

religious ob-
bich are so pla

iively enjoined as not to admit of
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beyond the Lound which their I
governing principl

ordiny
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the idea [
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i
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in mind let the r in
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tuing | use
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as the term is,
, the it
the log

wild2rness he-

one 1s otammed and wor
] furt fir<t.  When
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1hatitute

the
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his |

inhabits one more commodious, the last comes

So

ttied in Canaan, sibstan-

tial habitations were substituted for the

tents ; and when Solomon's Temple was dedi-

cated,and tho Shechinah rested on the mercy

ilapidated, circumstances admit of

ilding a better one, and Le builds and

itute, n3 the
worship, for the
when the time of
Jewish saenfices,
mve place to the
wed, and ths

God.

is

ed, cumber-

wish econ my. So
nes in place {
lavs, and tha

mo-

| T ead of
tue Passover.  Sce Luke xa., from 13th to
21:t verses, and 1 Cour. X., 7th and Sth, xi.,
Now of any or aliof

25th and 26th verses,

these thin umerated above, 1e-

meinbered, {

of the thi

Sdine enuds,
;

ses does 7

Lor et

more comfce

f '
{ute, volie new garme
Lnbie, conavement, neat an
ble, and be capable, like sowme ancient gar-
of a covermy tor
or cout for the
mer was not. So also the
tor the rade hut by the set-
tent by the [sraelite, would be
| answer far wore pur-
So the Temple was
and m commodious
and scrved as u resi-

ments, to gerve the puipose
the night as well as a wantl
day, whiie the !

ituted
tler, or for the

lhiouse sub.

more convenient,
poses than the other,
| both move glorious,
than the T
aence tor the
a substitute 7

wernacle,
Priests; theretore less
Cer Aud does the
Christinn dispenzation come the less in the
place of the Mosaic or

was it

unly not.

wish economy, be-
cause it is more perfe elonious and better
adapted to extend the Redeemer's kingdom,
and to secure greater | appincess 10 the be-
liever?  Suarely not.  Further, was Solo-
mon's ' pic less asubstitute for the Taber-

vahitferent materials“were used
Or, th

tute tor the Passover, as the or-

nacl
in its cons Lord's Supper
less a subst

dinance which commemorates the great deli-
wuse the elements vsed are not
Not at a!l.  Neither
then is Buaptism a whit less the

verance, |
altogethier the same
“ 7
substitute that
L se (/.ey

comes tn place of circumetsion, beca
because

tre im _forn totally different ; ov,
some r:l. the purposes which the one served
not in all
gerved, they are the same.

)
are served I the other ;. while

the le (!ll’l'u.r,' jurpos

tig ubove illustrations and arguments are
given to prevent miscomception, and dispel
any sophistries which may have misled any
of my dear reader Now we take up the
poinga wherein, for=all general ;ml'|mru!,ﬂllll
in all leading respects they are similar,
Circuineision was f wministered to,or
ver in God beceuse
Rowm. iv., 11 ;—and
such as be-
Isracl so far as to re-
and sing and engage

performed upon a beli
he was a behever—see
also, secondly, npon all adults
lieved in the Gad of
nounce their wolatyies

irementz. Nocely in his
work, denies this, and labours to prove that,
in crder to cirpumeision, no change of con-
dnet, or faith in God, was requisite ; but let
the reader consult the following
Gen. xvii., 12, 13—* And he 1!
days old shail be

luplw’v God's req

passages—
it is eight
«l amorg you,
every man-child in your generations, he that
i born in the house, or bouglit with money
of any etrunger, which is not of thy, seed.”
By this it will e seen that Abraham was not
required (o compel his grown up servants to
be circumecizsed, but * ke that s 4.".,/.4 (lu_l/l
14, of those “born in Lis house,” or **bought
with his money.”

Then when Abraliam's performance of
the rite is ribed, although it eays, “all
the men of his house™ circumcised
with hin, we are to remémber that God
nowhere instracts him to e ","I people,
much less servants to be proselvtes, which
would be persecution to all intents and pur-

are that

poses ; therefore we

Abraham's rvants had bronght to
God by his holy cxamjde, and fervent pray-
ers ; and conscquently that, a< in the case of
Eliezer, they feared God, be

and were therefore

LI
ordirance, s

circumeis

1owr
de

were

to conclude

been

in Him,

ts for the
i3, *And
Il s oand

will keep the pasco " th irdy let all
then let Lim

when a stranger ith thee

his males be
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1 inward
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But
Brown in Lis Antiquitics va, and
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Study of the Seripu allother writers
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wnother ordina 25 ortl

g at a man
not believe in God would wish to I
the Passover of the Lord, s
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rite of e«

on the sz
Calmer,
writers quote, as«<crt, that in

order 1o a heathen or stranger ber ng a pro-
“selyte by circumersion, he must renounce all
Jond erro yluntardy

Idolatry, prejudics
submit to all Jewish Low,

cheerfully
and

10 deat)

all {neconveniencss uaris romoy,
pledge himselt t
in his adbLere

] .

Ngion—Hee

Vol. I, pa
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3 0f per

as perforin g,
and tor the s
; 7t t o

in
hroughout.
can be eonsiderced as the
r, or representative of al! belicvers.
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am

renroeision was a re 8 rite, having
a religious signification, so is Baptism. The
former is d er is not. To
convinee the reader of the lust fact, thereiore,
needs no proof here, w to convince of
the former does. _Great pains have been
bestowed by all Baptist Coutraversialists,
to show that circumcision was a pational
sign—the initiating rite to Jewish citizeg.
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