
DECEMBER la, 1836

•round him to heer the itorlei of 
hie far-off native land, for no one 
wae better loved than Father Jamee 
Foley. Today, he remembered, wee 
to be the beginning of the million* 
ary work of Father Peabody In the 
land where the Chineee lilies grow. 
—Little Flower Magazine.
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McGEE
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LECTURE TWO.—McGEE THE 
CATHOLIC LAY APOSTLE
THE CATHOLIC HISTORIAN AND 

APOLOGIST
McGee’s religious programme 

of 1862 was an excellent one. He 
had always been a devout disciple 
of the Church, now he became her 
zealous apostle, realizing that it 
was his proud privilege not merely 
to benefit personally by the Church 
but also to help others to do the 
same. Let us see how he carried 
out his programme, for history 
deals with deeds not with desire. 

t McGee did not have to wait long for 
an opportunity for hie Catholic lay 
apostolate. The outbreak of Know- 
nothinglsm in 1852 showed the need 
of some layman who could act as 
the historian and apologist of Cath­
olicity in the United States. McGee 
accepted the task.

The party whose members were 
later described as Knownothinge, 
wae organized in the city of New 
York in 1862. It was an oathbound 
secret society which declared its 
purpose to be :

"To protect every American citi­
zen in the legal and proper exercise 
of all his civil and religious rights 
and privileges ; to resist the insidi­
ous policy of the Church of Rome 
and all other foreign influence 
against our Republican Institutions 
in all lawful ways ; to place in all 
offices of honour, trust or profit, in 
the gift of the people or by appoint­
ment, none but Native American 
Protestant citizens."

In pursuance of their policy "to 
protect every American citizen in 
the legal and proper exercise of all 
hie civil, religious rights and priv­
ileges" Knownothing mobs attacked 
Catholic Churches in 1868 and 1854, 
burning some and blowing up 
others, attempted to disqualify, in 
opposition to the Constitution of the 
United States, all Catholics from 
office and in some instances did not 
hesitate to murder Catholics. 
McGee was the lay leader of the 
Catholics of the United States 
against this ignorant movement. A 
competent observer who was none 
other than the Archbishop of Hali­
fax bears the following witness to 
McGee’s apostolate against Know- 
nothingism.

1 At no time did he render such 
signal service to Ireland’s religion 
and people in a foreign country 
than during the reign of terror 
inaugurated by Know . Nothingism 
in the neighbouring Republic. At 
a moment when millions of Catholic 
laymen in that country were struck 
dumb, xand could scarcely utter a 
word in their own defence, Arch­
bishop Hughes, Thomas D'Arcy 
McGee, and some very few others, 
came to the rescue, and but for 
their joint efforts at that critical 
period God alone can tell what may 
have been the consequences. I 
myself was eye-witness of many of 
the transactions of that period, and 
I unhesitatingly say that if it had 
culminated as many Bishops, and 
Priests, and intelligent laymen 
feared, and became an institution 
of the country, Irishmen and their 
religion would have been just as 
much persecuted there as they were 
in the penal times of Ireland. Hap­
pily we had some three or four 
giants in the legislature—on the 
political platform—in the press, and 
in the pulpit, to do battle for us ; 
and nobly did D’Arcy McGee, first 
among lay Catholics, do his portion 
of the duty. Happily for us, 
through the goodness of God and 
the efforts of our few public apolo­
gists, this storm, like most storms 
in that country, passed over with 
comparatively little harm, and was 
not of very long duration." (Fun­
eral oration on McGee, p. 15.)

McGee’s greatest work against 
Knownothingiem was that series of 
public discourses, delivered during 
the lecture season 1853-54, first 
at New York, and subsequently, in 
whole or in part at Boston, Cincin­
nati, Washington and Baltimore. 
These were published in 1855 under 
the following title : "The Catholic 
History of North America—five dis­
courses, to which are added two 
discourses on the relations of Ire­
land and America." Like all Mc­
Gee’s writings, save his "History 
of Ireland," his “Catholic History 
of North America" is unfor­
tunately out of print. As it 
contains McGee's finest Catholic 
historical lectures, no apology is 
required for inserting here some of 
the most important paragraphs. 
The author requested in his

§ reface " that the work may 
e taken as a sketch, or synopsis, 

or stop-gap and no more." It 
forms the basis of all subsequent 
histories of the Catholic Church in 
the United States, as is expressly 
admitted by a subsequent ecclesias­
tical historian in the same field, Dr. 
John O’Kane Murray. ( Popular 
History of the Catholic Church in 
the United States, p. 603. 3rd ed. 
New York, F. & J. Sadlier, 1876.)

McGee begins by stating his 
primary thesis :

“1 have publicly announced for 
some time that I am prepared to 
prove in these discourses three pro­
positions, to wit :

—
THE CATHOLIC RECORD

"First—That the discovery and
exploration of America were Cath­
olic enterprises, undertaken by 
Catholics with Catholic motives, and 
carried out by Catholic cooperation.

"Second—That the only systematic 
attempts to civilize and Christianize 
the aborigines were made by Cath­
olic missionaries.

"Third—That the independence of 
the United States was, in a great 
degree, established by Catholic 
blood, talent, and treasure.

"If 1 succeed In establishing these 
three propositions, as I believe I 
shall succeed—may we not hope 
that the offensive tone of toleration 
and superiority so common with 
sectarians will be hereafter abated ; 
that more merit will be al­
lowed to the ages before Protest­
antism which produced all the great 
oceanic discoverers ; that a more 
respectful style may be used in 
speaking of Spain and Italy—the 
two arms of European civilization 
first extended to draw in and em­
brace America ?

"If 1 canshow—asl believe I can— 
that since its discovery America has 
never been wholly broken off from 
its Catholic commencement—that 
saints, popes, cardinals, and all the 
religious orders are associated 
inseparably with its annals, then 
may I not hope to satisfy you, and 
through you to persuade your chil­
dren, that the Church is no 
stranger, no intruder, neither 
unknown nor untried here, but that 
as certainly as it is the oldest insti­
tution in Europe, so it Is the oldest 
in America." (Catholic History of 
North America, pp. 9-10.) ,

It was easy to prove his first 
thesis, namely that Catholics had 
discovered and explored America 
"before Protestantism was born in 
a by-way of Germany." After 
giving evidence for his second prop­
osition he drives the argument 
home in the following paragraph :

"I have shown you that the great­
est names of modern Catholicity are 
bound up in the story of the Indian 
race. I have mentioned the mis­
sions of the Jesuits, Dominicans, 
Carthusians, Franciscans, Recol­
lects, and Vincentians. I might 
almost assert that every Catholic 
order is represented in the history 
of this continent. Why be at war 
with history ? The Jesuits are 
there, in the outer gate of all our 
chronicles. Speak to them civilly as 
you pass on. For us, cold compli­
ments are not enough Our blood 
warms at witnessing their heroic 
virtue, and we are compelled ta 
raise our voices in evidence of our 
homage. They were the first to put 
the forest brambles by ; they were 
the first to cross the thresholds of 
the wigwams of every native tribe ; 
they first planted the cross in the 
wilderness, and shed their blood 
cheerfully at its base. Shall we 
not study their lives and recall 
their words? Shall we not figure 
them on canvas and carve them in 
marble ? Shall we not sing the 
song of their triumph, and teach it 
to our children’s children, until the 
remotest generation ? We have 
never had cause to be ashamed of 
them ; and God grant they may 
have none to be ashamed of us. I 
ask again of those not with us, Why 
be at war with history ? The 
Jesuit is in the gate, nnd you can no 
more enter the first chapter of your 
own chronicles without meeting 
him there than you can enter 
Quebec in time of war without giv­
ing the sentry the countersign." 
(ibid. pp. 66-7.)

THE CHURCH IN THE REPUBLIC

The finest lecture in this series is 
that entitled the Church in the 
Republic. The following extracts 
show McGee’s marvelous ability to 
visualize and summarize history :

" From Catholic Governments 
has come all our increase of terri- 
tory, while emigration has been a 
chief source of our increase in num­
bers. . . .

"The first Irish emigrants, or 
exiles rather, had failed to implant 
Catholicity in British North Amer­
ica. In retired spots of Barbadoes 
and Jamaica., Maryland and Pennsyl­
vania, certain favored families, 
sprungfromthat stock, had retained 
the traditions of their fathers ; a 
few had the happiness never to be 
totally deprived of the sacraments ; 
but the vast majority had, in the 
absence of church and priest, fallen 
insensibly away. From the English 
till the American revolution, this is 
the sorrowful story of three genera­
tions. A better day had come with 
our present constitution, and the 
second outpouring from Ireland was 
not destined to be religiously 
barren. Thé same properties which 
made the Irish poor essential to the 
growth of the new State, made 
them moat serviceable to the exten­
sion of the new Church. Their 
poverty, in the eye of faith, çlothed 
them in raiment richer than kings ; 
for, of all its titles, Christianity has 
still rejoiced most to be called " the 
religion of the poor." Our Lord 
and Hie apostles—were they not 
poor ? The saints and servants of 
God in all ages,—did they not glory 
in poverty ? Who can forget those 
thrilling words, ’ The poor you have 
with you always.’ Into America, 
destined to become the most pros­
perous nation the earth had seen ; 
where wealth was to be the rule, 
and poverty the exception ; where 
gold was to circulate through all 
classes, rather than be shut up as 
an idol in temples where merchants 
worship, or lavished with Assyrian 
wastefulness on the palaces of 
effeminate princes,—among this 
rich democracy, unsightly clans of 
strangers—poor, ignorant, despised, 
but believing in and obeying God— 
were to bring, wrapped up in their 
rags or hidden in their bosoms, the

supernatural seed, whose growth
was predestined to take the place of 
the natural forest.

"Admire the wonderful thingsGod 
works with the humblest instru­
ments. The Puritan possessed all 
New England—its corn-fields and 
villages, its falling and flowing 
waters, Its soil and its minerals. He 
planned factories, modelled ships, 
projected new routes of intercourse. 
Outcast Catholics came to his gate, 
asking for work and wages. They 
were welcome ; they had arrived in 
good time. One was sent to the 
ship yard, another to the mill, a 
third to the railroad. As their 
masters looked on approvingly at 
their work, they dreamed not that 
every man there was fulfiling a 
double purpose, — ‘ rendering to 
Closer the things that are Cmsar’s, 
and _ to God the things that are 
God’s ’ They dreamed not that the 
Carpenter’s axe was shaping out, 
not only stanchions and ribs of 
ships, but altars and crosses. They 
dreamed not that the common 
laborer in the field, girt with the 
sower’s sheet, was casting mysteri­
ous mustard seed upon New Eng­
land soil. When the mill agent 
paid over his hard-earned wages to 
the operative, little he dreamed 
that on the morrow a part of that 
Puritan capital would go to build a 
Popish church, or pay a priest, or to 
erect a Catholic school, an orphan 
asylum, or a college. Yet so it had 
been ordered. The Puritan was to 
become rich ; and the Catholic in 
his poverty was to come after him, 
to win wages from him by industry, 
and to erect in the land of the Pur- 
itan, with the money of the Puritan 
himself, the cross the Puritan had 
8o_ long rejected.

Out of New England the same 
Providence is manifested. The 
merchants of New York desired to 
unite Lake Erie to the Hudsoi, for 
their own profit. An army of Cath­
olic laborers is marshalled alohg 
the line. They penetrate from end 
to end of the great State. Their 
shanties spring up like mushrooms 
in the night, and often vanish like 
mists in the morning. To all 
human appearances, they are only 
digging a canal. Stump orators 
praise them as useful spades and 
shovels, who helped on the great 
work of—making money. But 
looking back today, with the results 
of a third of a century before us, it 
is plain enough those poor, rude, 
and homeless men were working on 
the foundations of three episcopal 
sees, were choosing sites for five 
hundred churches, were opening the 
interior of the State to the empire 
of religion, as well as of commerce.

"The same tale may be told of the 
mines of Pennsylvania, Illinois, and 
Lake Superior. They are the cata­
combs of the church in their several 
regions. In unwholesome damp, in 
cavernous darkness, in life-shorten­
ing toil, uncheered by air and sun, 
the Irish and German miner has 
wrought not for himself only, but 
for the Church. Reckless, profane, 
intemperate, he may sometimes be, 
but beyond almsgiving never. Ask 
the missionary of a mineral district 
if he has found those workers in 
lead and iron hard or stolid men. 
Have they preferred natural dark­
ness to heavenly light ? Has their 
unenviable lot made them callous to 
the call of charity, or insensible to 
the love of God ? He will tell you 
that among those sons of earth, 
those familiars of darkness, he has 
often met the tenderest piety, the 
most fervent faith, and the noblest 
generosity towards religion.

"In the humbler regions, in the 
corn-growing country, in the river 
towns of the south-west, among 
‘the long shore men’ on the Atlantic 
our religion has found her readiest 
resources. Never was there a 
church which could so truly be 
called the church of the poor and of 
the people. No Constantine, no 
Clovis, no royal apostle like St. 
Olaf or St. Eric has been here. The 
aims of the poor laid the broad 
foundation, the mechanics raised 
the walls, the servants adorned the 
sanctuaries. This is the true glory 
and true history of the Church in 
America—a glory and history most 
largely shared by her Irish chil­
dren. Great material works they 
will leave behind them ; ^>ut far 
greater moral consequences ; cathe­
drals. not canals, shall be their wit­
nesses with posterity ; the Church in 
the new world shall be their endur­
ing monument.” (ibid. pp. 101-6.)

McGee concludes this portion of 
hiS' work with the following words :

" Our history in America, my 
dear friends, is noble and encourag­
ing. Its more frequent study must 
make us love the country better, 
and the Church not less. It must 
also help to inspire that easy and 
habitual sense of social right so 
necessary to enable us to discharge 
gracefully all the obligations good 
citizens owe to a good government.” 
(ibid. p. 111.)

THE IRISH IMMIGRANT AND THE 
REPUBLIC

The anti-Catholic bigotry of the 
Knownothings had been directed in 
a very special manner against the 
Irish emigrant. Hence for McGee’s 
purpose it was necessary to deal 
with his own people under a separ­
ate head. He had already written 
a book "The History of the Irish 
Settlers in North America” which 
showed the Vçry large contribution 
which the Irish, both Catholic and 
Protestant, had made from Colonial 
times to the history of the United 
States. Now he deals particularly 
with the class that is under attack, 
the emigrant. Turning towards his 
critics he simply overwhelms them 
with the following argument :

" You who make the terra for­
eigner' a reproach to us,—who are

you ? Children or grandchildren of 
foreigners. And we,—who are we ? 
The parentage of native genera­
tions, destined to rule tbfs continent 
in conjunction with your children's 
children. In one sense we are all 
foreigners to America ; European 
civilization is foreign to It ; white 
complexions are foreign to i;; the 
Christian religion Is foreign to it. 
The term conveys no stigma to the 
well-informed mind. The man of 
reading and reflection knows that 
at one time or other it was true of 
all humanity—true of the first man, 
as it may be of the last. The his­
tory of our race is a history of emi­
gration. In Asia Eden was ; but 
beyond Eden the world lay. The 
first emigrants were that sad pair 
who travelled into the outer dark­
ness, lighted by the glare of the 
fiery sword threatening at their 
backs. When their ears no longer 
caught the rustling of the trees of 
paradise, or the flow of its living 
waters, they felt themselves truly 
emigrants :
* Some natural tears they shed, but 

dried them soon ;
The world wae all before them, 

where to choose
A place of rest, and Providence 

their guide.’
"Upon what consolation did our 

first parents rest ? Upon labor and 
upon hope, ‘Go forth and fill the 
earth and subdue it,’ and the prom­
ised Messiah. Since then, the story 
of their posterity has been the 
same. Westward with the sun 
they travelled from the first, keep­
ing on earth an apparent parallel to 
his apparent course. The cities of 
Enoch, Babylon, Nineveh, Tyre, 
Thebes, Carthage. Rome,—what are 
they ? Landmarks and tidemarks 
of the endless emigration. In the 
days before history, in the moun­
tain mists of tradition, we see the 
dim forms of pioneers and leaders, 
carrying their tribes from old 
homes to new homes, over moun­
tains and across straits, and 
through the labyrinth of the prime­
val wilderness. All mythology is a 
story about emigrants ; and the tale 
did not end when Hercules set up 
his pillars at the Strait of Gades, 
and forbade his descendants to 
tempt the exterior ocean. In the 
dawn of classic light we see man­
kind with darkened and troubled 
brows, gazing out to the forbidden 
west as they lean against those 
pillars. The fearless Phoenician 
came, and swept by without slack­
ing sail or heeding Hercules ; he 
went, and came, and went, disen­
chanting mankind of their fears. 
The Romans talked of having 
reached the earth’s ultima : and so 
Europe rested for ages, in full 
belief of the Roman geography. At 
last Columbus rose, that inspired 
sailor, who, dedicating his ship and 
himself to the protection of the 
Blessed Virgin, launched fearlessly 
into the undiscovered sea, and 
introduced the new world to the 
acquaintance of the old. After 
Columbus we came, borne onward 
by the destiny of humanity, in 
obedience to the primitive charter 
of our race—'Go forth and fill the 
earth and subdue it ; and in the 
sweat of your brow you shall earn 
your bread.’

"The Irish emigrant stands on 
this high ground ; and so standing, 
he can look the past fearlessly in 
the face. He has no cause to be 
ashamed of his predecessors here. 
If they founded no exclusive New 
Ireland, the blood of no extermin­
ated Indian tribe rises in judgment 
against them ; if they were sole pro­
prietors of no province, neither 
have they to answer for enslaving 
the African. They were here, subor­
dinates in pqwer, but principals in 
labor. They could say, and we may 
say for them, that in no department 
of American development have the 
Irish mind and the Irish arm been 
unfelt. We have given the Union, 
in this century, its greatest specu­
lative and its greatest practical 
statesman—John C. Calhoun and 
Andrew Jackson ; we have given the 
Union two vice-presidents, nine 
signers of the Declaration of Inde­
pendence, six authors of the Consti­
tution, ten major generals to its 
army, and six commodores to its 
navy. In science, and in author­
ship, in oratory we have been repre­
sented, as well as in digging, and 
delving and carrying the hod. We 
can look history in the face ; and, 
putting our hands upon any part of 
the fabric of the State, we can say, 
as a people, This was partly our 
work. (ibid. pp. 182-5.)

TO BE CONTINUED
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