1910
1wod, and
[ leather
8, aud
d, 1

6 monk
Since e
of reli

N, ¢
inhabited

lass, w

r
rally hard
JCCessID e
8 became
the littl
vien
ding t!
warms,
o fertil
st fleld
atrick and
y were
che
ing a
em  Were
they flour

o Tr
ere disc
altoge
ther write
are ca
nd are
hom I have

1ce, woulc
thar A
th were

of Bangor

stence Ir
rds. Whe
lay scho

e far more
sidea of the

hat existe
No ot

, of so mar
proport

ol Man

ver

in and

gor and
1@ students
d poor, fr
down to the
nd laborers
| education
students for
who had the
rything, but
pay little ur
»d  teaching
he greatest
lived in
nselves, or
re huts eact
large house
o centre col
whole streets
ming a goo
utions of this
» men whose
| ever Europe
en l!u_

r the gr
the world
d Gre |
and

chools
ous for their
, arithmet
aud ab
e holy Ser

charming the
yy  theird elo-
id prea

in the monas
)y life. Some
and belongin
ing, digging
ended to the
§ carpenter

'S, cooks, et

nunity., Some
and attend te
were continu-
to wash their
r them, Many
; Lo copy ¢
yooks ;  while
iers, brooches,
her works «

larly members
in the schools
ir devotions tc
nent and ofter

pasteries never
first ascertair

ealn Was near,
day, holy wells
id it is with
so ealled for

re
ry, and in most
those noble old
e erystal water
arts.  We read
astery was bot

the community
1v a8 it may be
nd as a seat of
Ip but be con-
3@ early centur-
after the com
St. Columba, 1c
ad better pros-
e. But sudden
he dark clouds
dly storm swepbt
tant north ; and
rs and fruits of
y blighted for a

yriefly the early
f Ircland, and its
specimens to the
hurch buildings,
stify their glory
ardistant time.
hat the first ex-
are the Pagan
fed  sepulchres,
and cashels are
ith the forts. 1t
e monks merely
f building then
natives, making
~ form as their
and traditional
st, monasticism
ie life, which are
| the eastern in-
sticism formed so
eated the we
as not pecul
1@ remains in the
{ Scotland, Wales

ert

DEGEMBER 31910

THE CATHOLIC RECORD

and Brittany, Those who visit the west | the Banks of the Boyne are the rains of
coast of Ireland see the outward and | another abbey, the abbey of Newto
visible sigus of this system in the sixth | believed to have been founded by Simon

and seventh centuries, At a distance | Rochfort in 12106, the first Buglishman
of twelve miles from the western most | w sat as Bishop of Meath.

point of land on the Coast of Kerry, It is doubtful if there is in Ireland a
gtand the islands of the Greater and | m interesting ruin than Coug abbe ‘_

Lesser Skellig. The first of these is a | Its situation is beautiful, between two
rock dedicated to St.  Michael, and the | great lakes, with a background of some
chureh ol Michael with its group | of the Idost 1 ruggedest mounta
of monastic cells, is built wupon |in Ireland, It is here that he who
its northern summit. This is a | called Ireland’s lost chief King retired
striking and most wonderful sight | to bewail his sin and cowardice. His
whieh is seen at some distance out at | tory hardly records one good act of
gea, and which, when veiled in summer Roderick O'Connor, except his endow-
mist and sunlight, cannot be exceeded | meunt of the Abbey of Coug. We are
in loveliness. At nearer approach the | told that the first religious establish-
great masses of black slate rock grow | ment there was founded by Saint Fechin
terrible in their aspect. A narrow | in 024, and it was lyr-‘lnlhiy fterwards
road is seen cut out of the face | rebuilt and endowed by O'Connor. The
of the rock. There are now six | ruins show a large building vearly 150
hundred and twenty steps from | feet in length, but the whole pl rco has
4 point in the eliff up to the monastery. | now a terribly dilapidated look. The
This island, on which is an example of | ivy has prevented great masses of
one of the earliest Christian methods of | masonry from falling —but it is hard
puilding in Ireland, hes been the seene | from its present condition to form an
of annual pilgrimages for many cen- | idea of what Ce was in its days of
turies, and the service of the Way of | splendor. In 1878 an in elligent re-
the Cross is still celebrated here modelling of the structure was attempt

In the next per
ture a very perc
Nace, the mark fealures of whach aie cauty. i 4
the gradual growth of the use of ¢ A ibbey in Ireland that e)ntained more
ment, and the addition of the chancel | beautiful specimens ol the carver's art
wnd the arch. A great restoration of | than Coug. The order of Augustinians
monasteries took place between the | to whom it welonged, was very rieh, and
s 06 and 1008, wher

yd of Irish architee- | ed by Sir Benjamin Guinness, It must
tible advance takes | have been originally a buildiog of e
2% ¢ 'y

v iz Brian | had vast possessions in the provinee
Boru secured a temporary peace from | In the monastery were kept deeds,
the ineursions of the Danes, by whom | books, rec wrds and many other precious
the annals tell us,  the whole realm was | things, all o \ wve disappeare

overrun and overspread. Alas | this | save the 1 beautiful cross
Dublin Museu

great King of Munster, for Brian Boru | The fact that such a priceless r

peace was secured at the loss of that | now to be see

and his son and heir, both perished in | ge of art, having been kept in the
e deelsive battle that Abbey of ( ¢, show that it was con-

Dane from their shores, lered to be the most important and
In this long continued conflict of tw 5 re place in the provinece.

centuries, Ireland has been wounded t I'he bank f the River Moy, which

the death., Year after year the Danish empties its rs into the Bay f

hordes had made descents upon the Irish Killala, had been the scene of many an

coast, where they fought with despera- episode in early Irish history and traces

? murdered and were | Of a greater past are visible on all sides,

tion, plundere

quickly off again, laden with spoils and “ The romantic ruins f Rosskerk,
captives.,  Libraries, monasteries and Belleck and Moy Abbeys—the theme
churches were their favorite looting of many a | s song—lying between

® | the Killala and Ballina, attested to the
artistic and architectural glories of a
generation, unfettered by the chains of
the conqueror. In short, nature and
history have combined t« add to the
poetry impregnated in the very air of
this most Celtic section of the Green

Isle,

ground, for they had found that in them
were preserved the island’s greatest
treasures, manuscripts, ecclesiastical
ornaments and sacred vessels. After
the expulsion of the Danes a slow re-
covery might have been made, if in
11t pitiful to relate, there had not
occurred the invasion from England at
which time a conflict was begun, (and

nother strange, weird and romantic
spot is the rains of Glendaloch, in which
we find St. Kevin's kitchen, The lake
was the scene of the remarkable legend

more shame to England) has continued
more or less opeuly for over seven hun-
dred vears. Even to-day its fires are
still smouldering. of St. Kevin and a maiden named Kath-
One writer says that it is an inter leen, who had, we are told,
esting and suggestive fact that most of holy blue,” Glendoloch probably was a
the great religions establishments of large monastic eity in the days before
Ireland were not only founded, but the Danes began their raids on Ireland.
built before the Anglo-French invasion, The writer of * The Fair Hills of Ire-
showing clearly that event put a stop to land ¥ tells nus of the twn Jreat monas-
almost everything that could be called teries whose ruins are Unul in the
progress.” Thus we find that before the Boyne Valley, “ not precisely in the
horrors of invasion, plunderers and rob- valley itself but on the long slope of
bers came upon Ireland, the monasteries high L'l"”'l'“l rising 1 rthward, down
did enjoy some centuries of prosperity which King William of KEogland
luring that Golden Age of which I |marched hyq army in l\u-ﬂl;ut days of
have spoken. June 1690,  One of them, The Abbey ...l
Perhaps it was this very fame which Mellifont, the name of which is Latin,
she had won for enlightenment and re- and means * Honey Fountain,” repre-
ligion, which attracted the nvaders to | Sents a type of Irish monastery, “‘}Wh
b aliores. We read “that in those days | shows the advent of a stricter ecclesias-
the monasteries of Ireland were |vh.h.|hh tical discipline, while that of the other,
the wealthiest in the world, if not in Monasterboise, is a superb type of the
lands, at least in gold and silver. Where absolutely Irish religious o mmunity,
or how they got such quantities of the and was for more than five hundred
precious metals is a mystery that may vears one of the greatest seats of purely
never be solved. When the monasteries | ° sh literature and learning. It stands
were established they became the great some three miles east of .\Ivli;(..nt._:nui
depositories of the wealth of the coun- one sees there all the characteristic
try, and the clergy may be said to have fn.\'n!'m of one of the (\1.(] Irish monaste
become its paupers. Thus it seems | 1€8 ‘I he spot where these monasteries
wre situataed, with the clear rushing
river flowing through the valley, i
supremely beautiful in summer time, &
charming even in winter. The origin of
Monasterboise has been traced to St.
Buite or Boetius, a disciple of St. P’atriek,
«hout the close of the filth century.
Here is the great Bell T
hundred scattered throughout Ireland.
T'his one rises 110 feet in height, but its
top has been shattered, and under this
great pillar were the monastic buildin
Phe buildings are of course, all gone,
but the remains of the churches are to

eyes of vn-

quite reasonable to believe that had
Ireland not been so rich in precious
metals the Northmen would probably

is

never have invaded and raided it.
They robbed it of an immense
f its wealth, but worse than that, they
lestroyed a large part of its literatur
But, on the whole, in spite of the
great draw yacks the centuries which
elapsed between the coming of St. Pat-
r of Strongbow, at

, one of the

rick, and the co
the time of the

be considered the time that the greatest
work was accomplished in the institut-
ing of the abbeys and the monaste ries,

lish invasion ; may

he seen.
We read that St. Patrick nsed con-
seorated bells in celebrating the Divine

Mysteries, and in nearly all other relig

The ecclesiastical remains of this age
in Ireland are so numerous that only
the most important can ben ticed, It
is a most interesting study and mly
lack of time and space, prevents our
tracing in detail the growth from the
primitive Celt of the early Chureh to
the exquisite chapel of Carmac on the
Roek of Cashel, St Colomba founded

custom has des-

ious ceremonies.
led through fifteen centuries to this
\

yv the early saints
were small hand b made of iron

dipped in melted bronze. Three or four

day. The bells used

hundred years later they began to make
them of better material. The very bell
that St. Patrick used in his ministra-
tions may be seen in the museum Dublin,
the most venerable of all the early
Irish Christian relics.

Those who visit the ruins of Clonmac-
noise find that they form by far the most
interesting architec tural remains on
the river Shannon. The ecclesiasties of
meient Ireland seem to have been
gifted with an extraordinary amount of
appreciation for the beautiful and
unique in nature. The first thing that
strikes the visitor is the wonderful view
over the largest extent of callow mead-
ows to be seen in any part of Ireland.
The monastery was founded by St.

his first monastery at Derry, and in
spite of many raidings and burnings,
Derry Colomkille seems to have grown
for in 1558 it was decided that the
Bishops of that place she uld be supreme
yver all the abbots of Ireland, A few
years later the abbot built a wall around
the abbey, aad it had need of fortifica-
tions, for when the Engiish reached
Derryin 1159 they plundered theabbey.
In 1588 the Boglish held it again and a
powder magazine ghattered the whole
fort and reduced it to ruins.

The fame of Bangor abbey as a seat of
learning was spread throughout Earope:
and its M«‘lmql. which St. ““”[']"L:"H

irecte scame so celebrated that it = ol 8N . ¥
(‘v“t‘l::l(::\:‘n";:-“l”:‘n by students from all Kerin, _\\‘hu died in the year 549, llwrv.\
parts of the world.  According to some are ruins of a "“““"lrl“lv a lf““”".“'.‘l-
writers, it was the germ out of which | three churches, round towers anc

- i atories. It is certain that it v

arose Oxlord ; for when King Alfred | OTa A o ey 4
founded or restored that University, he | of the most mllpurmnb w-xh-nlt\st_\c ] es-
X tablishments in Ireland, for it is more

) 3 at se ang ) d | 0
::rl(l,tf“.:;‘”::_‘ ﬂ“ ‘;: h;:;l(;“lu‘:i {f:{l,?“{,‘{:; | frequently mentioned in aucient lrish
founded in A.D. 555 by St. Comgall, who
established here an abbey of regular
canons. After the suppression of the
monasteries the ecclesiastical buildings
of Bangor were destroyed, and scarcely
anything now remains to remind the
visitor of this once celebrated seat of
learning. We read also that it was
subjected to the merciless visitation of
Danes, who, it is said, in the year 818
massacred the abbot and over nine hun-
dred monks.

There are now in Ireland places
barely known to the tourist, which
eight or nine centuries ago were centres
of learning and culture. In the town of
Trim, on the banks of the ™ pleasant
Boyne" as the River was called by
Spenser, is an interesting ruin of the
once famous Abbey of Trim—nothing
now remains but the yellow tower, part
of a tall steeple, and said to have been |
founded by Saint Patrick and dedicated
to the Virgin. A short distance from
the yellow tower of Trim, and still upon

| of its kind in the country. It is hard to
believe now that Clonm wenoise ' was a
true and living centre of KEuropean cul-
| ture.” We know this was a fact from a
letter now extant from Aleuin to Col-
chu, Aleuin, after a distinguished car-
eer in Britain, became attached to the
court of Charlemagne as a kind of dir-
ector of religious studies. Colehu the
Wise, was associated as chief professor
| in the great school of learning at Clon-
macnoise, which flourished among the
| buildings, whose grey ruins now stand
on the bare slope, by the lonely streteh
of river. The fame of the monastery
was all pre-Norman, and it is pitiful to
record that Clonmacnoise was destroyed
by violence between the vears 800 and
“\blnl) A. D., no less than twenty-five
times.
‘ As we have seen the renaissance of

l
l

1

dering. The Irish the
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the latter half the
developments of architecture and almost

everything else that tended to benefi

Y

arrested by the invas r
ion of the English. hill of famous memory,

In this connection there was enac to entertain all thegleas

Slightly Shelf Worn, at
planned the friary they
Greatly Reduced Prices

erown of a stranger.”
water, which was mag

the invasion by the
assigned by some writers to the eulmina-
tion of the quarrel between the Irish
chieftains, in an event which belongs to
the same romantic order as the story of
Helen and the War of Troy.

Anglo-Normauns 18

hoarded wealth hidden ber

people within living m

Prince of Brefui, had

who attracted the admiration of Dermott che history of Ireland during the time

plainly that from an
view, the time was ripe

“MacMurragh was a type of the royal

warrior, loving the battle-field and the
chase, enjoying revelry of every kind,
utterly selfish in

result was ecivil war!

the chieftain who had so deeply wronged

wid MaceMurragh fled the country,

without dioceses, and o
ents of the greater me
rathered together a great
into Ireland, crushed all

thirteenth century

O'lRuark had gone on a |

» searches in vain for

many pretexts which br

, but on her country.

instead of the Anglo-Nor

“Oh degenerate daughter
Of Erin, how fallen is thy fame

country, it broug

landed in Ireland
powering strength but «
his own country all trace

is virtue and Erin,
“ On theirs is the Saxon and guilt.'

have been founded by this same King of | nearer to submission than at

chieftain, and it was at this
ites him to ha've been con-

! Yhurch from the Churel g
cealed while awaiting the coming of Lis | ing the reign of Henry \ 1l Phe twain should
H 1 1 «

be one if in their eternal *Spiritual Exercises

cally as Ireland and g 1 v 10,
extend naturally
from one country to the other.
it seemed easy enough, the
clergy bent to the king's will, and when
the dissolution of the abbeys came, the

Ferns in 1171, but tradition is sileut as I'ales of Humour, new and cl

to the place of his burial, his memory
having been execrated in all ages.

The Art of Disappearing, by Jno.
As to Chain Prayers Henry Edward Manuin

The situation of Holy Cross Abbey is Rev. Robt. Hugl
tev. Robt. gh

onventionalists, by

1112 '8 allowed ake p¢
perfectly willing to share the plunder of lics allowed to take part

But the results were fatal

“gentle fAlowing Suir.”

The Witeh of Meltc 11, by Mario
have been one of the largest churches - 1boh of Melton Hill, by Marion 1

I'he Wizard's Knot, b
'he Wood of the Brambles, by Frank Mathe

The Splendid Knight, by H. A, Hinkson

*Titus, a Comrade of the Cross, by I, M. Kingsley
The Political F'reshman, by Bushrod James

The Spanish Wine, by
The Hosts of the Lord, by Mrs, Steel
The Chureh and Kindness to Animals
I'he Supreme Power

The Other Miss Lisle, by Martin
tory, by Dalhgren
The Iatal Beacon, by Brockel

The Heart of Jesus of
The North Star, by
The Romance of a Playright, by DeBornier
omen of Catholieity,

ers be of the right kind, we

1208 by | past conturies of disorder had spared.
The suppression of the monasteries sus-
| pended public worship over large dis-
| triets of the country, and the friars who

come to this oflice
from time to time are far from being the
They either promise some
favor to be infallibly gained by

the ,prayer, or threaten
all the one who neg-

O'Brien, King of Muuster, and that it
was founded to commemorate his having

y Frank Mathews

necessarily into a
antagonism to the British rule.

In Ireland the spirit of the Reforma-
tion (which was so strong in FEngland)
never existed among the peop
Not a single voice demanded the aboli
tion of pilgrimages or the destruction of
images or the reform of public worship.

O'Brien also endowed it with
a great tract of land, so that it was for
many centuries one of the most import-

evil which is o be

superstition pure and simpl

posed the prayers we have

was founded for the Cistercian Order, no Catholic Bishop ever lent
¢ Jishop eve N

and remained in undamaged condition

no-body-knows what-source and * passed

There are very few of the once great

abbeys of Ireland of which so little is POST-PAID ON
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Maurice O'Duffey, one of the most noted
esiasties of the period.
to the Cistercian Order.
very beautiful lakes near Boyle Abbey
Loch Key and Loch Arrow.
Abbey was founded for the Cis-
tercian Order by
ohn de Courcey, and daughter of God-

Your Time
is Not Yours

belong to those depending on you

jous buildings, relies and images is

ns of the abbey show it
large and sumptuous

) great a persecution

church is a noble piece of Gothie work,

each 6 ft. and more wide, and upwards of | those who sympathi

| tells of the old days before the
speaking Ireland
and subdued in the last days of Kliza-
beth. Henry VI1I. offered enormousbribes
to such of the nobility and gentr)
would side with the king against the

v health, thinking all

the old monastery of Noville, one of the
most celebrated in Ireland.
has been traced to St. Boetius, who lived
about the end of the fifth century.

far the most interesting of

happiness or the means

most satisfactory arrange

of Dwenish, about
two miles across the upper lake from
the town of Fermanagh.
religious establishment said to have |
been founded by St. Laserian who died |
It was repeatedly plundered by
the Danes, and appears to have been |
reformed A. D. 1130.

In spite of the many plunderings, in-
vasions and terrible havoe wrought by
the Danes, we can imagine the monks of
old within the walls of the m
sitting placidly at work.

Marquises of Drogheda.
| of civilizing Ireland, which presented
itself to the minds of the English, was
that of destroying the
tradition of the Irish people
making Ireland English."”
edicts were enacted against any who
| did not at once give in th
to the English sovereigns, and publiely
renounce the spiritual authority of the
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been said, the poliey for the suppression

Roman Catholic religion and the

| spirit of Irish nationalism went on w
greater severity than before.

But the woes of Ir
survive to form the | often recited
treasure of the people. Monasteries were
the centres of culture and in-
dustry, and that the great
their patrons is shown in many
The companionship of these men with
the men of learning showed itself in the

monks were * the painters, the illumin- bring you nearer to health,

and book-binders of their time
of the works they produced in the face
of almost an unbroken series of devasta-
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yy others, that in elosing
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sases, | been awakened on the Irish question,
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of hatred and twilight

| brightening into the dawn of a new day
in the history of the partnership between |

England and Ireland

helped me, and 1 continued until

treatment has made a radical «
\ mv condition, building
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O'Donnels and MceGuires were a race of
the two countries,
Finola O'Brien * who, as re- | into a day of
garded both body and soul had gained
renown thanany of her contempor- ‘\

Irish ecclesiastical architecture in the
eleventh and twelfth centuries comes
after the cessation of the l).u(hh plun- | more

respect, and in the end affection,
KATHLEEN HAND,




