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vbody in public office. H has one now sitting where-» 

bjrf the pot is enabled to call the kettle black. Like-t 
wise in Newfoundland where the ex-Prime Minister 
seems to have been quite ambitious. The fault ap* 
pears to lie in restricting liberty in the equality of 
opportunity. Hence the howl of the rival parties of 
the old order and their reliance upon public judg
ment in turning the offenders out. No morality ex
ists independent of ha own stage in the development 
of society. The morality of nowadays lies in sound 
business management and the fraternity of politics 
is broken or cemented by that rule. But the danger 
lying in these perpetual investigations is that the 
people who suffer the “management” may see a 
breakdown in the machinery and set up something 
more to their own liking.
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LOCAL VANCOUVER

Tigs is just a reminder that the eelebratioo of 
the fifty-third anniversary of the Paris Commune 
wiD be held at Oddfellows Hall, 6th Ave. and Main 

Tuesday 18th March. Dancing 9 pm. mtn 
2 *•“- Tiokete are (for men) $1 and (for women) 
50 cents. Be there and be early !

CLARION MAINTENANCE FUND
Progress, 50c; Roy Reid, $10; R. Heilinger, $2; 

W. R. Bryce, $1 ; T. A. Lessey, $5 ; W. J. Kennedy, 
$3; H. Doseh, $1 ; St. John Comrades 
Goudie), $8.

Above, C. M. F. receipts from February 29th to 
March 13th, inclusive—total, $30.50.

Western Clarion
a Jeuraal of Hiosory.

wad Carrot
eabtlofcoe twtco a moo ta by tbo

P. O. Box Tie, Vancouver, B. C 
Eatorod at O. P. O. Co a

i■

$

6 Party of « f
Editer .Et

l auaecRiPTioN:
-i in ad*, JO beat _____

Pore<*n. 14 boot ____
ni n " BUB->*T *• on roar oddrot btoel jomr 
Hi y •-•toerrlpUon expires with next 
w *■ promptly.

I Site
U-ee (per M.

VANCOUVER, B. C., MÀRCH 17, 1924.
if

More Marginal UtilityTHT POLITICAL OIL GUSHER1
:

:1 HE nation to the south of us is a great nation.
Already commanding respect in its beginning 
it has since developed great enterprise in its 

industrial and commercial life, and problems pro
portionately great in its social affairs. In 1776 re- V "JT THY economics ever was called the “dismal 
volution was a just condition because feudalism Yw science” 'I never could understand.
stood in the way of liberty and equality and the " " how, the theory is a fallacy and I am sure pin.l fh,__
new democracy sought to prescribe its own destiny,- everybody will agree that there is nothing “dismal” mg on the marri h * *8>S D°ymg ^ 8C^"
to elect its own representatives, to frame ,ts own about the science of econom.es as it m presen^ L Z T“<1 ** *C'

thW8H l° re8haPe C1Vil lnstltutlon8 and to substitute “Clarion” scribes, including myself and my friend tinuaily akatmg" ^ ° SearClty’ 118
e democratic voice in the management of public “Kid” Morgan of the University of British Colum-

affairs in place of the exclusiveness of the feudal bia, whatever our shortcomings may be in other re-
office. Thus in the new state fraternity must fol- spects. And right here I wish to state that I hold
low liberty and equality of opportunity, no room be- no grudge against the youth on account of hie crit- from
mg left for quarrels, excepting quarrels as to the ieism of my article on “Marginal Utility,” even if times
most efficient method of effecting the happiness of he did swipe a few paragraphs to give 
aU in which all might engage. And all did, while the spanking I deserved, 
conditions lasted upon which the new constitution

Tf
if By F. J. McNEY.
i

Another thing 1 forgot to mention in my last ar- 
the subject is that, according to the mar-Any- tide on

we are eon-b on the thin ice of scarcity, 
mg down to it from upstairs some place as the “law 
of diminishing utility” might make it appear, 
said law

not com-

The
is merely a kind of gravity that keeps us 

flying up in the air and paying five or six 
as much for a thing as it is worth, just as 

me the scarcity keeps us from getting it for nothing
der „ obligation ‘km T * “““ “ utility

waa built. The IradiUoa nainlaina itaalf alill and not criticiaed my article 1 would ha"‘bld no tl,“r>’ the claaa
some elements in the population appear to consider tc elaborate further on the subject, and there are a 
the principles applicable today otherwise than in the few points that I forgot to mention the first time, 
sc oolroom, as witness the constant tide of guests Furthermore, the theory has a peculiar fascination 

oodmg American jails, all in the pursuit of happi- for me and I enjoy worrying it like 
ness. The principles still obtain recognition in the old sock, 
law if not in fact

I

:

economists don’t do it. 
Kid Morgan in his article gives a fair illustration 

of how they deal with the subject. Here
of what he says:

■ is part

“The exchange vaine of a commodity cannot be greater
than it* marginal utility, because 
would pay more for

a pup with an no one—not even yoe— 
a commodity than it is -worth;e Ï nor

can the exchange value of 
the marginal utility, because this 
pie desiring additional needs 
them what they would be worth.'

.. ., .. As P- C- Pointed out in his article, “Acquiring
, H*6 ,^me îrC thC tradiU°n h“ lU U86S 8tül a Reputation,” ever since devons first stated that 

in public life. How else could the politicians in “Value depends entirely on 
Washington so confidently expect to stir

a commodity remain below
h would assume that peo 

would neglect to offer forr ■
H utility ” the theory has

. up popu- remained a “doctrine of value,” and its function
resentment against the malpractices of those in has been to furnish an excuse for refusing to ad-

, "fr °tf!ee d they Were DOt certa,n 111686 men were mit th«t labor applied to the natural resources of the 
J , ° ** thC Pe°Ple and lhat 89 eartb-produces all values. But even the disciples of

ch they held high public esteem T Even Daugh- devons themselves could see that the theory as he 
e y. Overnight, certain “citizens of substance and stated it would never hold water, so they .mprov-
mlre or 1ÎT1 ^ ” °f.CCrUin °there ed U h* puttlng 8 “scarcity” bottom in it and now
more or less so. Thus, concerning the present polit- it won’t even hold beans let alone water
leal od gusher Senator Borah says that in American IT a commodity can possess no value unless it is
publie life there has never been a situation more hu-i scarce, it would be interesting to know whether it
n °fir.dem0nlllzi,,g’ Md ®eBator Wal8h “T8 18 the scarcity of commod.t.es or the spots on the sun
public confidence so essential-is so shaken that that are the cause of industrial crises and 
the stimcturc of government rocks upon its found- ployment. We are told that the main proof of the 
ation. Even McAdoo says the situation is more dan- fact that there is a scarcity of all commLt.ee at ,11 
gerous than Bolshevism, and Daugherty asserts that times is that the great majority of the people 
justice will be done, which is quite likely. All of P P
which is bad business.

All of which is equal to saying that marginal 
utility and exchange value mean one and the same 
thing, and in that case we don’t need the term mar
ginal utility at all Further on the “Kid” tells us 
that “cost is important,” and he finally admits that 
‘‘labor produces all values.”

Now “all values”

, r

must include exchange value, 
and if labor produces all exchange value why is it 
necessary that a comodity must be scarce to possess 
exchange value f Right here is where the shoe 

unem- pinches ; the marginal utility theorists don’t and 
won t admit that “labor produces all values.” That 
is why they try to explain exchange value by the 

can- marginal utility theory.
not get all they need of the necessaries of life. In 3n conclusion, I wish to remind everybody that I

It is bad business because ordinarily government! to LTnThT ‘h I*Vfderick En*6Uha8 “ etiU “ »S=oramus looking for information, and
operates on sound business principles as now eon^ Utopian and Bcientifi ” ” PtfC ^ of “So61allam- 'nth that aun m T,6W 1 am going to aak a few qnes- 
ceived and upheld in public esteem. Represent,- is, he save: speaking of industrial eria- tiona In the first place I would like to know where
tive government is at fault, therefore, not in oper- C market is. located in which demand ia always
ating in the best interests of the organized “cap- “Means of production mP.n« „ ^ t0 ^ ,UpplT' and where goods are always
tains of industry and finance,” but in permitting its ,abor6ra- «« the elemenu of production^ * T” wiU “find pur6haaers for aU the,
minions to operate in the dark clandestinely in fa- weaUh, are present In abundance. But abundance be- g0OdaT 1,1 the second place, granting that the '
vor of one corporate interest as against another__alF COTnee the BOnrce of dUtrea* lnd want,’ because it u the fir8t proP°attion is correct, why is it necessary to
without notice. The common workina neoDle are ITT. thal preTentJ' transformation of the means withdraw goods from the market at allT 
held to suppose it to be an injustice thaFZ navy, °D 'rab,,U,ence lnto ” would «em that if demand is alw.y, equal to

oil reserve has been encroached upon, yet the navy! Judging from the above it ij 4. . Mpp,T. and that goods are always sold at a price

«• » ■ Pronto- <» of Ik. „.,i„ old L ^ . 7rL*' 2 I ZTL « f «ood^ ” th.r.Ameriou, bruid ud » nm,t« 0| itl ,„ud inler, be ... g«.ter, b^eal be u«rted th.lT „ ' *™r k >'« •• witbdi.» from th«
esta at home and of the security in which it may! dustrial crisis there is an abundance of n eVt17 n* **’ In lhe plaee- “exchange value and
make excursion abroad. The business interest» have all commodities, while I merely assumed that if ieH pr,ee are D<>t ^ be explained by reference to the 
not been last to see the principle of “self-help! were the eases according to the marginal tit th ^ UW, °f Yalne’’ what mnet we refer to in order to

W. .« .Otlob, „u,„,-Cmmdbb,», rr..l
Bn.h*f CW“b“ h“ ■<» Commimion. of it mn b, sr.«tod by rntybody, th,t Prrf h.d 

Enquiry regularly over the malpractices of some- the “Old Master”
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[■r Now there must be some “Clarion” readers and 

writers who have opinion, of their own on this nbn 
jeet, and I would like to see comment from all sides.) 
And don’t be afrsid of hurting my feelings; critie- 
«m rolls off me like water off , duck’s back; re
member, f always admit that I may be ™i«+.v-n

no ex
t
, . Km-

Ag even if I have not.
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