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Provide Now for Next Winter’s Fodder.

With the large area of land plowed last fall and
lying all ready for seeding, and the exceptionally fine
and early opening of spring, there will be a natural
tendency to seed with wheat more land than was
intended. It is to be hoped, however, that next
winter’s supply of fodder will not be forgotten.
Throughout the country generally there was much
less snow than usual, and unless heavy rains come
early this spring the hay crop will undoubtedly be
light. Now is the time to provide for next
winter's feeding, and going on the experience of the
past, no cheaper or better stock feed can be grown
than green oats. The seed is cheap, the land can be
prepared after the rush of the regular seedingisover,
and thus to some extent clean the land of weeds by
killing a myriad of germinated weed seeds. It isan
casy and cheap crop to handle throughout, and as
sure a crop as can be grown, and as a fodder, green-
cut. well-cured oat sheaves is of highest excellence.
The addition of a small precentage of peas adds
greatly to the quality of the fodder, but the seed is
as yet rather expensive and somewhat difficult to
get, and for best results requires seeding separate
from theoats. Good results have also been obtained
with barley cut green, and it may be sown some-
what later than oats. Where corn can be grown and
where proper attention and cultivation can be given
it, amuch greater quantity of fodder can be obtained
per acre, and an additional advantage with this
crop is the opportunity it affords for thorough and
frequent cultivation to kill weeds and leave the
soil in the best condition for a wheat crop. The en-
hanced values of all classes of live stock should be
an additional stimulus to better feeding, better
care and more careful breeding, and the wise man
will provide now for next winter’s supply of fodder.

Pure Seed.

The desirability of sowing only pure, sound seed
needs no emphasis.  With wheat, and probably the
coarser grains, the majority of farmers are toler-
ably careful to procure the best seed at their com-
mand : still, there is room for great improvement
along this line, and, as has been repeatedly
pointed out in these columns, there is a great need
of sced farms in this western country. There could
surcly be a profitable business worked up in every
district by the careful, intelligent growing of seed

grains.

Not only is there a strong demand for good
pure seed of the standard varieties of wheat, oats
and barley in this country, but an immense market
could be -llt‘\'(‘l()p(‘(l with other countries for our
northern-grown seced. One seed firm in Winnipeg
had an order some time ago for ten tons of seed
oats from a foreign country.

In grass seeds  that is, the two grasses that are
now recognized as standards in thiscountry., Brome
oprass and Native Rye grass —an immense market is
:i.~\-(xl‘y|ni1\g. not only locally, hut across the line.
Thousands of ]l\llll\ll.\' of these grass seeds have gone
couth this year into the States, and the market
seems capable of almost unlimited expansion, pro-
vided always that pure, clean seed only is supplied.
Once let our n'pnl;ltinn be injured by the sending
of unclean seed, containing foul weed seeds, and the
game is all up.

‘ In buving grass seeds, the greatest care 1S neces-
sary. especially as most people are not yet familiar
with the appearance of these seeds in their purity
We were shown a sample of Brome grass seed this
spring that had been civen by a farmer toa local
\o‘l’l]\‘nl:ll\ to <ell for hin. It was doubtless a
but most certainly not the Brome

Brome grass, I
I'his seed was  small,

oprass, Bronoies PRErInS
! i ) . >
dark-colored. e had a long awn, while the Brome
grprass proper his no awn in fact. one of 1ts nanes
l\ \wnless or Beardless Brome wrass.  The follow-
vt is from a bulletin just issned

ing interesting ext
) \oriculture, Washington :

by the ln-lullmwm ol X
) s Beardless Brome grass Bromvus tnerniis) 1s
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coming into great favor throughout the West, and
the seed is in demand. This not only makes the
price high, but leads to the sale of chaffy and adul-
terated seed. The standard weight is 14 pounds
per bushel, and most seedsmen quote prices either
¢ per 100 pounds,” or * per bushel of 14 pounds.” We
have secured pound packages from all seedsmen
cataloguing this seed and have not found one lot
that weighed more than 13 pounds. Most of the
samples weighed 11 or 11} pounds per bushel, while
one sample fell to 8} pounds. Buyers should insist
on good seed of standard weight. At present most
of this seed is imported, but some American-grown
seed has been sold, and tests show that both in
purity and germination home-grown is far superior
to the imported seed.”

It may be added that at Ontario Experimental
Farms it has invariably been found that seed
grown in Manitoba and the Territories was far
superior and possessed higher germinating power
than imported seed.

San Jose Scale Act.

The passing of the San Jos¢ Scale Act, a year or
so ago, has worked a great hardship, if not injustice,
upon the people of Western (Canada by prohibiting
the importation of fruit, forest and ornamental
trees and shrubs from Minnesota, where the San
José scale does not exist, and yet allowing the free
importation of nursery stock from the badly-infected
districts of Ontario. The nursery stock from
Ontario, even as far north as Ottawa, is practically
worthless in this Province and the West, where-
as from Minnesota, with a climate in many respects
similar to our own, and Wlere great progress has
been made in introducing and propagating hardy
fruits, trees and shrubs, can be obtained stock in
every way most suitable to our conditions. The
Western Horticultural Society has, on two oc-
casions, passed strong resolutions urging the repeal
of the Scale Act, at least so far as Western (‘anada
is concerned, and many influential individuals have
also endeavored to have this h:u-dé‘ehip removed.
The announcement now comes from Ottawa that
the Act is being amended by establishing two
disinfecting stations. one in Manitoba and one in
British Columbia. This will doubtless prove satis-
factory so long as no unnecessary delay in transit
is  occasioned or no expense is added to the

importer.

Results of Final Examinations in Dairy
School.

The final examinations were held at the end of
March. The following were successful, taking at
least 70 per cent. on each subject written on:
Messrs. Gadd, Gustafson, Stanton, Wheatland,
Archibald, Walker, Sisler. Ruddick, Iverach, and
Gunn. These passed the examinations on hoiler
and engine work, churning, \\'nr!\ing .'n_u] packing
butter, ripening crean, separating, milk testing
and the oil test.  In cheesemaking the following
were successful D, Iverach, Mrs  Alcock, Miss
Lokier, Messrs. Marcox, Giadd, Bach, Rachette, and
Walker.

The students attending the school were:

Home Dairy  Corvrse Harvict G. Bett, Lilly
Burge, Seamo Vs, 19,00 B Douglas, Wakopa:
Charlotte M. Ferguson. A H Hawke, Winnipeg :
Alex. G. Walker. Brandon.

Itter andd (Jicese Copyse Mr<., W. H. Alcock,
Gladstone ;- H. Back, St Vital : C. B. Beck, Peter
boro s Narcisse Cayver, Pigeon Lake: D. L. Clark,
Killarney : Madam J. S, De<gagnes, St. Norbert ;
1. B. Dobson, Winnipeg: Thox T. Gadd, Birtle
Walter Gunn, Winnipegz: J.L L. Gustafson,. Savanne,
Ont. . S. Hallman, €. Holst, Chas. Howard, Wm
Hurstfield. Winnipeg: Donald Tverach, Beulah:
Hevman Krebs, Steinbach ¢ Fuphemis Lanore, Win
nipeg: Cleophas Marconx, Jr.. St Boniface: Samuel
. MceGee, Winnipeg s Albert Perrveaunlt, St Vital :
Mrs. Joseph Precourt, St IFrancois Navier: Joseph
Racette, Pigeon Lake: €O Ruddick, Barnardo:
T W, Stainton. Lilviield s Cornelius Wheatland,
Donore : Rov Whitman, Fmerson ¢ Oswald Gibson,
Portage la Prairvie: L Archibald, St James; A\
Sisler, Winmpeg : Miss Loker. Glenella,
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The Judges and the Catalogue.

We notice that at a recent meeting of the com-
mittee charged with the revision of the rules and
the appointment of judges for the Toronto In-
dustrial Exhibition it was decided to insert a clause
in the rules requesting the judges not to refer to
the catalogue while in the discharge of their duties.
We are not informed of the reasons assigned for
this request, but presume it is based on the old-
fashioned idea that the judges should, if possible,
be kept in ignorance of the ownership and breeding
of the animals shown. If this were possible it might
be desirable, both from the standpoint of the judges
and the exhibitors, but in these days of breeders’
association meetings it is hardly possible to select
competent Canadian judges who are not personally
acquainted with most of the exhibitors at the lead-
ing shows, and who do not know their herdsman
and their cattle, so that if there is anything in the
contention that they are liable to be influenced by
the knowledge found in the catalogue, it seems to
us that the exhibitors who are not known to the
judges might reasonably insist upon an introduc-
tion in order to be placed upon an equal footing
with their competitors who are acquainted, and
vet, as a rule, these are the men who object to the
judge referring to the catalogue. For a number of
years, at the request of exhibitors, the judges in the
classes for dairy cattle at the Toronto Exhibition
were brought from a foreign country, one of the
objects being to secure men who were not known
to exhibitors,and who were uninformed of the breed-
ing and history of the animals shown; but while
some excellent judges were secured, they have not
given more general satisfaction than our *‘home-
made " judges, and this year we understand that
Canadian judges have been selected for all the
classes of cattle on the nomination of breeders
associations. If, unfortunately, a judge is appoint-
ed who is weak or dishonest, he will not need the
aid of a catalogue co identify the men or the ani-
mals he may be disposed to favor. Exhibitors of
Jerseys at Toronto last year will probably recollect
that the foreigner who went through the form of
judging that class made no reference to the cata-
logue. He went in empty-handed and bare-faced,
and yet we fancy few will claim that his work was
a blooming success from the standpoint of justice
and fairness. Our own opinion is that in this
matter justice does not depend upon the use or
abuse of the eatalogue, but on the selection of com-
petent men of sterling character as judges, and
trusting them fully. Knowing that their reputa-
tion is at stake, and that they are acting under the
critical eyes of a company of discerning breeders
who know what is right, and know when wrong is
being done, there need be little fear that any will
suffer from injustice.  As to the catalogue, we can-
not but think that if it is to properly fulfil its
mission as an advertising medium, a check upon
fraud, and an educational factor in giving helpful
information, exhibitors should insist on having it
made more complete and reliable, and that it should
givethesame amount of information respecting each
and every entry. This should embrace the name
and record number of the animal, the date of birth
the name and address of the breeder and owner, and
the name and record number of sire and dam.
The motto of fair boards and exhibitors alike
\‘hnl)](l be ““let there be light.” Those who contend
for the exclusion of the catalogue from the show-
ring, and for keeping the judges in ignorance
-\hnul(lz to be consistent and to follow their idea t(,)
its logical conclusion, go a step or two further and
stipulate that the judges be blindfolded and shall
do their work by the sense of feeling, or else that
the men who lead the animals into the ring shall
wear masks to conceal their identity.

Arbor Day.
Arbor Day has this year been fixed by the

Manitoba Government for Friday, May 4th. It is
earnestly hoped that the spirit of the dav will be
observed throughout the length and breadth of the
Province.




