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EDITORIAL.

Evecy farmer should be a ‘‘ business man.”’

Soil fertility is the pillar supporting profitable
agriculture.

The problem for most farmers is not the agquisi-
tion of more acres, but rather the increasing of

the returns from the land now being worked.

Autumn is a convenient time to arrange the

fields for the practice of a regular crop rotation.

Only a very small percentage of farmers have

tried a regular rotation of crops. Those who
follow it have found it very beneficial, and believe
it to be onc of the underlying principles of suc-

cessful agriculture. Why not give it a trial ?

Granges and farm organizations in California

voted so strongly ““ Yea ’ in the recent Woman’s

Suffrage plebiscite as to overcome the adverse

voting of the cities and carry the proposition by a

substantial majority. One State after another
is falling in line to give women the right to exer-

cise the franchise.

The new C(anadian Minister of Agriculture,
Hon. Martin Burrell, served a portion of his ap-
‘prenti(‘eship of advancement in life as a con-
tributor to the columns of ‘“ The IFarmer’s Advo-
cate.”’ Such opportunities for self-development
are still open. Begin by relating some useful

thing you have learned on the farm this season.

A recent report from Washington indicates that
the corn crop for this year will be considerably
under the record return of 1910, with highe‘r
prices. This will tend to increase the cost of
production of meat products in Canada. Live-
stock feeding is the chief security of Canadian
farming, and the country is fortunate in being

able to draw freely upon the raw material of the
American corn belt.

Very few farms are fitted with accessories
which entirely satisfy the owner. Human nature
i3 hard to please. This is a great good to the
race, because satiety means the end of progreés,
and ultimately spells ruin. Enterprise cannot
stand still; it must either advance or retrograde.
It is the man who is prepared to make the best
use of what he has at his diéposnl that is soon in

a position to make his surroundings more agree-
a|»lr*,

Rev. Dr. (‘hown stated a pungent truth at the

mevting of the recent cumenical Council of Meth-

odisng,

Toronto, wnen “ The Church in Social
Life,” was  being discussed. ‘“The problem,”’
Suld he was not giving charity, but sccuring
social istice The preacher should know the life

Ob the elasses and the needs of the masses. One

nt layman doing business according to the
on the Mount

Do

: would commend the church
! e
ommon people more thun a whole confer-

reachers. ™’
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The Belgian Object Lesson.

‘“ Agricultural Extension ’’ is a rather vague
expression, meaning the conveying of information
by verbal teaching and demonstration, designed to
improve the business of farming. It is no new
thing, but is having many new applications. ‘““The
Farmer’s Advocate ’ has been working at it for
about 17 years on a co-operative plan—co-operat-
ing with its readers.
stitutes,
farming

It embraces farmers’ In-
demonstration orchards, farms and plots,
trains, and many government-directed
agencies. Concentrating describes the idea better
than °‘‘ extension.” There is too much of the
latter, and not enough of the former in Canadian
systems of farming. Our farms are spread over
too many acres, and the work is not half manned.
Everybody becomes tired, and the results are slip-
shod. Little is finished to-day; big arrears pile
up for to-morrow.

About the best illustration from abroad we
have scen of the actual results of this so-called
‘“ Tixtension Work ”” appears in a Belgian report,
translated for the United States Office of Experi-
ment Stations. Belgium is one of the smallest
countries in the world, its area being only 11,373
square miles, or about half that of Nova
Scotia, but with a population of over 7,000,000,
equal aoproximately to that of all Canada. Tt
supports over 600 people to the square mile.
About twenty-five years ago, Belgium’s farming was
in a neglected and disHeartening condition. People
were moving to the towns in alarming numbers ;
in many cases farms did not yield a bare living,
farmers were running in debt and their holdings
mortgaged, crop yields were waning and live stock
inferior, the homes were poor and living deplor-
able, large areas of land were uncultivated, dairy-
ing and orcharding were neglected, and the youth
uneducated.

Something had to be done, and by a happy in-
spiration the office of *‘ Extension Supervisors ’’
was created in 1885. Their mission was to
popularize in a practical manner the knowledge of
scientific farming—that is, good farming—brought
directly home to the people. They operated very
much on the plan of the county agricultural rep-
resentatives, whose work is being well developed,
chiefly under the wise direction of C. C. James,
Deputy Minister of Agriculture in Ontario. Bel-
gium has some thirty-five of these practical, well-
qualified officers, with numerous assistants. Their
business has been to give informa'tion and demon-
stration, to experiment, to encourage the forma-
tion of local organizations and clubs, to represent
fully to the central authorities, and to direct
agricultural courses for adults and school courses.
Thousands of demonstrations and courses, includ-
ing those on domestic science and hygiene, have
been given, and meetings held, movable schools es-
tablished, agricultural papers and other literature
widely circulated..

Now, after an experience of about 25 years, a
tolerahly correct idea of the results can be formed.

This has heen done by a committee, and published.

At first the people were indiffcrent, and in some
instances, until the establishment of demonstra-
tion ficlils, farmers were actually defiant of all
ideis of progress But when they saw with their
own eves, on soils in their own communities, the
value of applied science, their attitude changed.
In one of the nine Provinces (Namur), there were
o.er 100 such fields in operation. These demon-

strations are now regarded as the best professors

of agricnlture. In T.uxemburg, over 200,000

adults have attended courses.
practically all crops have been immensely in-
creased, and the increased value in the Province
of West Flanders alone was over $13,000,000. Al-
most no commercial fertilizers or concentrated
foods were ugted there in 1885, but now hundreds
of thousands of tons of both are utilized, and
the live stock has increased in value by nearly
$13,000,000. The increase of farm land values
has ranged from $13 to $162 per acre, the value
of all Belgian arable land now ranging from $162
to $405 per acre. In reality, a revolution has
been worked. Farming has become 'remunerative.
The sons of farmers remain at home and become
proprietors. Emigration to the cities is rare now.
Modern implements are used. Iouse-building and
home comforts have improved. Food and rai-
ment are better. More live stock is kept, at less
cost. Mortgages are reduced or paid off. Vege-
table and fruit gardening to supply cities and
in-
creased. Dairying and hog-raising have been
revolutionized. 1In 1907, in one Province, 131,931
dairy cows averaged 242 pounds of butter each.
The numbers of fowls in the same Province have
doubled. In the primary schools, pupils are
taught agricultural knowledge, not so much by
text-books as hy object-lessons which develop their
powers of ohservation. One of the Provinces has
714 acsociations of farmers for various purposes,
apiculture, credit,

The yields of

towns and canning factories has wonderfully

including general agriculture,
live stock rearing, insurance, and clubs. In Lim-
burg, savings’' bank deposits by farmers have
trebled in twelve vears. In Luxemburg, nearly all
the land was unproductive twenty-five years ago.
The waste land is now good pasturage, and the
other lands producing excellent crops. In Namur
the crop yields have largely increased, and the
cost of production has been lessened. In Hai-
nant, however, there is yet much room for
provement, it being noté(l that, out of 40,000
farmers, only 8,000 yet take an agricultural
paper, and, in order to secure an attendance in
some sections at an agricultural course meeting,
the Supervisors have to be very careful to avoid
days on which there are ball games or cock-
fights. With that one exception, the record of
farm advancement in Belgium is said to have been
marvellous.

im-

The Flower of Country Life.

The ‘‘ Survey-Idea in Country Life Work '’ is
the title of an address by Dr. 1. H. Bailey, be-
fore a conference of rural leaders at Cornell Uni-
versity during the past summer. What Dr. Bailey
had in mind is a species of stock-taking in rural
communities, in order to get at the facts on which
iresh lines of action for the betterment of farming
and country life may be founded. That is held
to be the scientific way of making improvement ;
in other words, get a thorough grasp of the con-
ditions, and then supply knowledge to suit. Dr.
Bailey believes that once the facts are all known,
the application will take care of itself. Neces-
sarily, he holds the stock-taking should be very
complete, and cover geography, physiography, cli-
mate, resources, soils ; and then the farming, its
profit and loss,
modes of expression,
New York State has been delving
into this field in its orchard and agricultural sur-
veys, some of the County Representatives of the
Department of Agriculture in Ontario are working
on this idea, and the (‘fanadian Conservation Com-

industries markets,
health, institutions,
outlook.
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