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matches in this State 1 22 were caused by children. 298 
by the carelessness of adults and 20 In rats and mice 
—also through carelessness of adult-.

Thirty-six women and children were burned to 
death in Ohio through having their clothing tired In- 
matches. Of those who suffered death in this it- 
most horrible form, thirty were children placing with 
matches left carelessly within their reach, and six 
were women whose clothing tools lire from thing 
match heads. Among these are not included live 
mothers who were themselves burned to death trying 
to save the lives of their burning children.

Aiivantac.es 01 "Safety" Match.

the menace of the match.

1/'i.uiH/m //. H'entli'ortli, Secretary. Xational Pire 
Protection .Association. )

The number of persons burned to death in the 
Vnited States each year by the “pa lor" match is he- 

eight and nine hundred, anil the property V 
than $2,000,000.

tween
more

The eightv million people in America use as many 
matches a- the eight hundred million in the re-t of 
the world, according to the statistics of the National 
Tire Protection Association. This is a startling com­
mentary 191011 the American nation, and supports the 

mention that we are the most wasteful and ex­
travagant people in the world.

If one i' in need of a match anywhere in Con­
tinental Euro]ie he must seek it in its proper place. 
Matches are not wasted in the Old World. Centuries 
of training in thrift and economy make the Con­
tinentals conscious of the fact that matches co-t 

Where does one find them in America ?

Co

The number of persons burned to death in the 
Vnited States each year by the "parlor" match is be­
tween eight and nine hundred, and the property loss 
more than $2,000,000. The "parlor" match i- the 
common variety which can be ignited upon any hard 
surface, as distinguished from the "safety" match 
which cannot ordinarily be ignited except upon the 
box in which it is sold. The original "lucifer" match, 
which when ignited gives off the choking fumes of 
sulphur, is still used extensively and is a safer match 
when handled carelessly than the larger headed "par­
lor” type.

Certain effort has been expended upon the parlor 
match to lessen its lire hazard. I11 some varieties the 
Stic1 is chemically treated so that a live coal will not 
remain when the flame is extinguished. In other- 
called “bird's-eye" matches, only a small white |h>int 
of phosphorus on the head can be ignited by friction. 
These improvements are good -o far a- they go, but 
vast quantities of the most hazardous type are found

Denmark and

money.
They are in almost every room, in almost every build­
ing, public and private. The American breathes im­
precations if he cannot at any moment of the day or 
night reach out his hand and find a match. They 
repise in the pockets or linings of every old coat and 
waistcoat; they are scattered about desk and bureau 
drawers; they are found in every accumulation of 
rubbish wherever it may be; they are so carelessly 
and recklessly thrown about that rats and mice have 
adopted them as a standard article for nest building, 
certain always of an available supply.

Tut Careless Smoker’s Responsibility.
Unfortunately the burden of this extravagance i- 

not confined to the cost of the matches themselves. 
This little article unknown until 1832, while perhaps 
the most important factor in our civilization, has been 
doing its best ever since its creation to destroy tin- 
world it was designed to serve. The assistance given 
it a- an instrument of destruction by the carelessness 
of the American people is a matter of amazement to 
Continental countries. The average per capita prop­
erty loss by lire in Central. Western and Sou" cm 
Europe is thirty-three cents; in the United States the 
average is $3.02. The reason for this astonishing 
difference is obvious the moment conditions are 
scrutinized. While this is being written a continual 
shower of imperfectly extinguished matches is falling 
into waste baskets, rubbish heaps, upon the rugs of 
clubs, hotels, dwellings and offices, thrown by carelc-s 
smokers.

everywhere in the United State 
Switzerland prohibit their use and other Continental 
countries inqiosc restriction. It i- in America only, 
where cheap wooden buildings abound, anil where, 
therefore, restrictions are most vitally needed, that 
the “parlor" match is free to slay and burn.

It costs no more to make the safety match than it 
does to make the deadly variety, and it is ordinarily 
sold tts cheaply. Modern match-making machinery 
can turn out from four to seven million of either kind 
in a day. It rests, therefore, with the people them­
selves either to continue the pre-ent endless -napping 
of match heads upon bed cover-, curtain 
clothing and other inflammable materials, 
practice so frightful a price 
life; or to protect the common interests 
and the life of their households, hv thoughtfully ex 

Men reputed to be good fathers have been crcjsi care in ordering their match -upplv
known to light cigars in the hallway of their homes, a]most who||v a mattcr „f education,
throw the match in the general direction of a cuspidor jf tjlc fa(:ts an(j statistics of the \mcric.m lire 
and go out; to return in half an hour to sec firemen wastc_ an(j ti,c rclation of the "parlor" match thereto,
rescuing their sleeping children from second-storey couid'be brought clearly to the attention of the Min t 
windows, ican people, it is impossible to believe that our laws

would long permit the manufacture and -ale of -o 
great a menace to our common safety

., carpets, 
for which

paid in properly and 
of humanité

I-

It Is

A Continuous Performance.
I11 Massachusetts in 11)07, l,ierc werc 5-974 lirrs- !

I.230 of which, entailing a loss of $5(18,346, were |
caused bv matches. . ,, ,

The fire marshal of Wisconsin says that during a 1 Directors of the Prudential I ru-t l ontpany have 
jK-riod of sixty days, twenty-five fires in his State j authorized a dividend of 21;. per cent for the six 
involving a property loss of $10(1,327, were traceable months ended June 30th la-t, payable to shareholder- 
directly to the "parlor" match. In Ohio, another of j of record that date. This is the -croud dividend 
the few States giving attention to needless fire waste, declared by the Prudential Trit-t l ompany. the tu -t. 
the fire marshal declares that match fires constitute a | at the same rate, having been declared at the begin 
“continuous performance" at a cost of half a million j ning of the year for the six months ended December 
dollars ]ier year. In one year, of 446 fires from : 31st last.
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