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PERSONALS.

Mgk. A. Deax, Inspector of The London Assurance
Corporation of London, England, has been spending
a few days in Montreal,

Mk, J. H. Ewarr, of Toronto, representing  the
National Assurance Company of Ireland, visited
Montreal on business during the present week

Mg, I, D, Tavror, Manager of the  Deseronto
branch of the Bank of Montreal, has been appointed
Assistant Inspector of the bank, and will, ot course,
remove from Deseronto to Montreal.

Mg, Cameron, a member of the firm of Messrs.
Faulkner & Co., General Fire Insurance Agents, at
Halifax, N.S., has been visiting Montreal during the
week on business.  Mr. Cameron’s firm have been ap-
pointed General Agents for Nova Scotia of the old
Manchester Fire Assurance Company, of Manchester,
Eng.

ME. ALEXANDER STEPHEN, the energetic Mayor of
Halifax, has been passing a few days in Montreal on
lis homeward journey from an official visit to Ottawa
and a business trip to Boston.  During his bricf stay
in the metropolis, Mayor Stephen was welcomed at
the Board of Trade and also pleasantly received by ihe
Mayor of Montreal.

Mg, _'. C. NORSWORTHY, |l|~pn‘ln|‘ of the North
British and Mercantile Insurance Company, has just
returned from an extended trip throngh the province
of Manitoba, and expresses astonishment at “the evid
ences of prosperity to be scen everywhere”  When
Winnipeg, Mr. Norsworthy received instructions from
his Head Office to “proceed to New Westminster, ad
just losses, and pay immediately,” and the company
has since received a numerously signed letter ex
pressing the appreciation of policy-holders for prompt
settlement of their losses,
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We do not hold ourselves responsible for views expressed by orrespondents
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TURONTO LETTER.

The Movement towards Establishing a Salvage Corps
in  Toronto—Alderman  Sheppard’s  Work.
Late Special General Meeting of the CoF. U AL
in Toronto.—Eaton Case, and some deductions
from the late trial under Chief Justice Meredith

Dear Editor:—1 think the Toronto underwriting
fraternity are pleased to find that, instead of pressing
on the public that airy, impracticable scheme called
Municipal Fire Insurance, some of our Aldermen are
looking for laurels in a more rational and better way,
in connection with the fire insurance interests of the
rate-payers.  Mr. Alderman Sheppard, a gentleman
of considerable energy and push, for several weeks
past has been at some pains to get such facts and fig
ures as will help him to realize his desire to have a
first-class Salvage Corps established in this City
The advantage, profit and value of such an addition
to our fire brigade is admitted on all sides, both by
the insured and the insurer, but the question of who
should foot the bill therefor is a great factor in the
case.  If T mistake not, the feeling of the Insurance
Companies is against their undertaking to support a
Salvage Corps.  They look upon such institutions as

i)

necessary parts of a well-ordered municipal fire
pliance system, and that all the expons, nwmlp
should be defrayed by the Municipali, x1",l,,,\",r(
they hold that they do allow and recognize syep ””'
Jrovements where introduced, in their ordinary ml,l,:
special ratings for risks in cities and touwns |y ”“.
way they allege that citizens get fully reiibyrsed l‘r
the extra civie expenditure.  In furthering jis ,1”'.
Mr. Sheppard has been at the trouble o H,,”mmlh,‘ .
ing with the civic officials of all the prineipa) \m“dﬂ
the United States and in the replies reces
cumulated much interesting information, and n\\.‘l.,
data, bearing on the initial and working cost of \ll
vage Corps. He also has been told what contriby.
tions, where any made, have come from 1] |H~ur;m:
Companies in each place.  Mr. Sheppard has ;.;,w‘
for a conference with the Toronto Board of Fire (',
drewriters at an carly date, desiring to lay beiore then,
lits suggestions, and, at the same time, to ascertain t‘-‘:
views of the Underwriters. I believe there sy,
reason why such a conference should not ke place
Many thousands of dollars worth of property migly
he saved to owners and the insurance con 1».{1\1\-, )“’_
the introduction of a salvage corp to Toronto. Losse
are bound to occur from time to time. | <hall 1,
able, 1 hope, to again refer to this matter. Meanwhil,
Mr. Alderman Sheppard deserves the thanks of 1,
citizens for his forceful action on their behali, ou of
which T expect good will come.
- % 9
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Last week a special general meeting o ithe (|
U. AL was held in Toronto. 1t was a very full meet.
mg too. Matters of great gravity and mportance 1,
the Association were submitted and discussed. e
subject was one affecting the Manitoba business, and
the action of certain Companies in relation thereto
Happily, all differences were amicably and satisfactor
ily adjusted before the meeting adjourned.  Ther
was, however, a sharp crisis at the time. Owing 1
the strong competition, diverse interests and the dif
fering conditions of business in the several sections of
the wide Dominion over which the C. I, UL A has
jurisdiction | it is perhaps impossible to have things s
ordered as to preclude some difficulty or dispute some
occasional tension occurring.  We all know that even
as “the quarrels of lovers are but the renewing of
love,” so these jolts and jars, and difficult sitnations
and the straining on the leash of a few warm-bloode!
cager members of the Association, gencrally end
(as just now) in a firmer tie and the stronger well
ing together of the many large interests of real im
portance and moment to the members as a whole
3 T

That the Eaton case, as represented by the Bank of
Toronto s, the Keystone Company, should  have
again been decided adversely to the Insurance Com
panies was not altogether unexpected.  Until  the
case comes before a higher, even the highest court m
Canada, if it may go there, there is but small hope of
a different verdict, It seems to me there is a point
growing out of this case of great moment to [nsuranc
Companies generally, and which they are interested
in having made clear, i. ¢., the materiality of the pledg
ing of a policy, without notice and without consent of
the Company. If the Courts say this may he legally
done, and some have so affirmed already, then the
Companies will have to devise some measure of seli-
protection to meet the changed situation. A policy-
holder should not have it in his power to assign his

policy to another party, as in the present case,
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