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THE CITY OF HAMILTON. At the opening of the present century the ground on which 
Hamilton now stands was covered with forest. A dozen years lat-r 
it was occupied by farmers, and gradually a hamlet grew up at the 
spot which is now the center of the city; but it was not till i8ri 
that a municipal organization was effected. In 1836, just fifty years 
ago, the inhabitants numbered 2846, and the assessed value of 
property was less than .£35,000 sterling. Ten years later the 
population was found to he nearly 7,000, and a city charter was 
obtained. The growth of population since that year is shown in 
the following table •

Hamilton is a city of the Province of Ontario, in the Dominion 
canada. It is situated on the south shore of Hamilton (formerly 
rlington) bay, the western extremity of Lake Ontario. It lies just 

, t of the 80th degree of longitude, and just north of the 4 id 
aI“l of luutude. It is somewhat farther south than Marseilles 

*; f Florence—almost on the same line with Toulon and Leghorn.
„f 1 Hamilton occupies an alluvial plain lying between the luv and 

I escarpment which forms the outer rim of the lake basin. T his 
util S 'TTnt^l0Cal,y known as “the mountain "—is the height over 
,,,, 1 'h,the Nlagara |,lungt's al the l alls- The rock strata of the 

, I mlton escarpment belong to the middle Silurian geological 
'em. Counting from their base upwards, they form three well 

. ned groups known as the Medina, Clinton, and Niagara forma-
..... : ’■ ''ood building stone is found in both the Medina and

It ton groups, though a great part of the Medina series is a friable 
5, the detritus of which mainly forms the fine fruit growing 
s between the escarpment and Lake Ontario. It is through the 
,na formation that the Falls of Niagara have cut their slupen- 
gorge, and in feeble imitation eaclt streamlet falling over the 

•pment cuts through these pasty shales a gully of considerable 
From its summit a magnificent view may be had The city 

mmediately below, the squares in the centre as distinct as those 
chess board, while in other parts the luxuriant maples with 

1 the streets are lined almost hide the dwellings from sight, 
is broad blue waters of Dike Ontario stretch away to the eastern 

xln m- .l o the northward the view is closed in by a continuation
»g. - height on which the observer stands. The plain is covered
ttlt.i directions with fruitful farms and dotted with thriving villages 
=u, l"rt‘s of loronto may be dimly discerned on the north side of
bet ke’ ,'rty m,les away i and on a clear day the smoke of Niag
k. 'ut lhe same distance, may sometimes be 
ion agricultural productions of the country surrounding Hamil-
1 u a rit" aiu varied. Uesides all the cereals grown in tcmiierale 
:iti J*’ n’al/e is produced in considerable quantities, 
ihfl o es known to the British market are grown abundantly, and 

viuch do not ripen in England are plentiful and cheap. At 
uat °<*r s,eason tomatoes are sold for from one shilling to two 

,s sterimg per bushel. Fruit is grown in wonderful variety 
ofuston. Apples, cherries, peaches, plums, pears and grapes 

,1’™st comrp°n. Last autumn very fine grapes were sold in

*1 2555a £2S Si“w ‘ b”

tl„«

1851. 14.112

31.708
- .35.961

(estimate) ....41,000
property last year was ^4,000,000

1861 19,096
rgv

The assessed value of 
sterling.

Hamilton is in direct railway communication with all parts of 
the province, while she has by the great lakes and rivers water 
communication from Chicago, Duluth and Fort William at the west 
to the Atlantic seaboard.

The city is represented by two members in the Dominion 
I arliament, and by one in the Ontario legislature. It lias 
daily newspapers. Its local affairs are managed by a city council 
composed of a mayor and twenty one aldermen. It is amply 
supplied with excellent water from Uke Ontario. The present 
consumption is at the rate of about 80 gallons daily to each 
inhabitant. A police force of 50 men is found ample to preserve 
the peace ; and a highly efficient fire department has been able to 
save the city from serious loss by fire. T he streets are partly 
lighted by gas, and partly by electric lamps. It is no exaggeration 
to say that in a.i material interests Hamilton is now more prosperous 
and its progress mire rapid than at any former period.
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MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES OF HAMILTON.
No other Canadian city has won for itself the industrial celebrity 

that Hamilton has attained. The city is often called the Birming­
ham of Canada, and though comparison with the world’s great 
workshop in the English midlands is presumptuous, it is not 
altogether unwarranted. A place, within the memory of living men 
transformed from the wilds of a forest, can necessarily in but few 
things be compared with Birmingham. In one point, however, such 
a comparison may not be unseemly. Hamilton resembles the 
larger and older hive of industry in her thrifty application of skill
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