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Bap- Government officials and the peasant 
alike left their homes to sit at hisON TRUE GREATNESS rising sun. It was Jenn the 

tist’s glers what he was the har- 
oinger of a greater than himself. As 
the direct forerunner of the Son of 
God he came at the supreme crisis 
of the world's history.

Great men are produced only by 
great occasions. Great thoughts are 
born only amid the throes and con-

lay another layer or stone upon the 
preceding layer and then go to their 
rest. And so the work upon the 
wall grows higher and higher, each 
group of workmen standing upon - 
loftier scaffolding than that of the 
preceding laborers. Well, the great 
wall of progress has been builded in 
this way. Each generation represents 
a batch of workmen, each layer of 
stone the completed work of the pre­
ceding generation. The college boy 
of to-day knows more of geography, 
more of chemistry, more of astro­
nomy, more of all the sciences, than 
the ablest man living three centuries 
ago. Why? Because he has absorbed 
the compact knowledge of the last 
300 years, which the great scholars 
of those three centuries have laid at 
his feet.

But as the wall of mental and spir­
itual progress went on growing high­
er and higher century after century 
suddenly about 1,900 years ago 
spiritually it took a miraculous lift. 
Christ's sacrifice was laid upon the 
top of it. The Calvary stones were 
the layers of the year 30 A. I). Those 
stones will lift all succeeding gener­
ations higher in knowledge and in 
possibilities, higher than all sin and 
higher than all future condemnations. 
I once heard a worldly man say: 
"The best man that ever lived never 
went to heaven on his own merits 
If we ever reach the city of the re­
deemed, it must be through what 
Christ has done for us and not 
through what we have done for our­
selves." This statement contains the 
kernel, the essence, the heart of all 
the gospel. John the Baptist in his 
own life great? Yes! "Yet, not­
withstanding, he that is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he."

Now, my friends, from a worldly 
standpoint it is almost impossible to 
compare the influences of different 
lives and to positively find out which 
one is the greater. But, though we 
cannot tell who is the greater in a 
worldly sense, wo do know that in a 
spiritual sense no one can be great 
save through Christ's blood. To-day 
I would see a royal robe plac­
ed about your shoulders. To-day 
I would you might become a prince, 
a princess at a king's levee. To-day 
I would welcome you into the royal 
family of which God is the Father 
and Jesus the elder brother. To-day 
I would have you grow into greater 
spiritual importance than any one 
who ever lived up to the time of 
John the Baptist, because Christ's 
Calvary is lifting you above the 
stars. To-day I would have you a 
companion of Jesus. Great in life! 
Great in death! Great in your re- 
surrection! May you be great 
through the time which shall never 
end.

feet. Great crowds swarmed about 
this strange teacher wherever he 
went. They pressed into his caves as 
though they were temples. As a re­
sult John built up a great school of 
devotees and baptized his followers 
by hundreds and thousands. Many 
of them were ready to bow down and 
worship him as a temporal as well 
as a spiritual king. Yet when Jesus 
appeared this illustrious man was 
ready, and gladly ready, to surren­
der all for Christ. Like John the 
Baptist, are we willing to lay our 
fame, our wealth and our entire life 
work at Jesus’ feet?

Great was John the Baptist! At 
the risk of his life he was ready to 
denounce and attack the intrenched 
and the practically invulnerable sins 
of that day. He was not one of 
those men who always stop and ask, 
"Does it pay?" before they attempt 
to do what they ought to do. He 
preached on the duties of men and 
waged war against wickedness in 
high places. He declared against 
evils as mighty in his day as the 
liquor traffic is in ours and never 
condoned crime though the criminal 
was a king. He was ready to look 
the hideous monster sin squarely in 
the face and then hit at that sin, 
though his arm might seem to be as 
helpless and weak as the hand of a 
young girl striking at the wild beast 
leaping upon her in the Roman 
arena. He called a spade a spade, a 
lie a lie, an adultery an adultery, 
blasphemy blasphemy and hypocrisy 
hypocrisy wherever they were found. 
He denounced and excoriated the 
sins of the Jewish church. When 
Herod, the governor, fell in love 
with his own brother's wife and mur-
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THE PREACHER SHOWS THE MEAS­
URE OF A MAN. vine? ielnnTWO GREAT POINTS OF VIEW. vulsions of great agonies. Great 

hopes are only the rainbowed colors 
arching the dark heavens, black with 
angry tempests.

Thore must be a training for 
greatness. The occasion does not 
create greatness; it only develops and 
produces it. It cannot create or 
make greatness out of common clay. 
But great needs bring great men 
from obscurity into prominence. The 
occasion furnishes the opportunity. 
Ulysses S. Grant would have lived 
and died an unknown tanner but for 
the Civil war. The Duke of Welling­
ton could not have become the dic­
tator of Europe had he not over­
thrown at Waterloo the little Corsi- 
can, who threatened to crush all 
nations Cromwell would have been 
unknown to fame and his life would 
have been that of a simple country 
gentleman had not Charles I. been 
obstinately determined to seal his 
royal follies with his royal stubborn- 
messes.

Great men are produced only by 
at emergencies. This premise be- 

ing granted, what greater event is 
there in all history than that of the 
coming of the promised Messiah? 
How much it meant to the world and 
to us! What life of eternal joy have 
we except that which revolves about 
the personality of him who was once

Jw“-
Distinction Between the Worldly and the 

Spiritual Eatimate—Training and Pre 
paration Necessary Fer True Greatnes ■ 
—"Te Become as Nothing in the Eyes

Entered according to Act of Parliament of Can­
ada, in the year 1903, by William Baily, of To- 
rento, at the Dep’t of Agriculture. Ottawa.

Chicago, Oct. 11.—In this sermon 
the preacher draws the distinction 
between the worldly and the spiritual 
estimate of greatness and shows the 
character of the training and prepa­
ration necessary for true greatness. 
The text is Matthew xi., 11, "There 
hath not risen a greater than John 
the Baptist."

"Great men, great events and 
great epochs grow bigger and more; 
colossal as the years pass away from; 
them," once wrote the biographes of | 
Robert Burns. Like the mountain; 
shadows they increase in size and 
their reputations lengthen in Im-| 
portance as the sun of their day sets !

shapers.0

-2-

Ye »6

ds

The ocean voyage cannot possibly0
or fragrance ofaffect the delicious

and the long night of their rest 
separates us from them. Man is sel­
dom called great and truly great un­
til he has been dead at least twenty 
years.

But standing to-day under the 
lengthening shadows of many great 
reputations these imminent questions 
naturally arise in many minds: What 
is true greatness? What are the ele­
ments which distinguish the truly 
noble from the merely selfish fa­
mous?

Can Napoleon himself truly be call­
ed a great man, great in all the ele­
ments which go to make up true 
greatness? When his companions in 
arms, Marshal Lannes, was shot on 
the fatal retreat from Moscow, he 
called the Emperor to his side and

e DDO 65
baptized by John the Baptist in the 
River Jordan? What hope have we 
of ever meeting our loved ones, our

It is sealed in absolutely air-tight lead packets. It comes to your 
table with all the deliciousness that it possesses in Ceylon—with 
all the richness and creaminess that the most scientific and 
careful treatment can bring about.

parents and our friends who have dered Phillip that he might marry 
gone beyond except through the Di- her, John instantly hurled the divine 
vine Being of whom John the Bap- condemnation against the ruler. He 
tist was the direct forerunner? Oh, raised such a storm of popular in- 
my friends, as John the Baptist’s dignation that Herod flung him into 
name was great by being linked to prison and afterward, at the behest 
the name of Jesus Christ at his first of his step-daughter, who was danc- 
coming, will you not make your ing before him at a drunken feast, he 
name great by doing your part to- beheaded John and gave to her the 
ward preparing the world for bloody trophy upon a charger. Oh, Forty Cents
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। Christ's second coming? Will you my brother, dare we, with John’s 

not carry forth the news that Christ courage, attack intrenched sin wher- 
: is coming to the help of his struggl- ever it may be found? Like John the 303said: "Your Majesty, "I am your 

friend. I am dying, and this is my 
parting advice! Give up your merci­
less ambitions, or they will ruin

ing followers? As the swift footed Baptist, are we great enough and 
runner from the bloody battlefield of brave enough, no matter what the 
Marathon startled all Athens with direct cost may be, to uphold the

whined .- the news that the Persian 
1 had been hurled back, will

great principles of gospel truth in 
the store, the home, the factory, the 
city hall—aye, through the sacred 
aisles of the church itself? Dare we 
do this even though the earthly 
"powers that ‘be’’ should unsheathe 
the glittering sword of death and 
wave it over our heads and the 
heads of our loved ones?

invaders 
you not I
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4you, as they have 
thousands of others.

already 
" Did not the Binder Wine 

17

spread abroad the news that, the vic­
tory has been won by our Christ ov- 
er sin and death and that he is corn-

dying soldier picture the French Em-i 
peror as he was? With the penetra-i
tion that often comes to the dying 
he saw beneath the splendor and 
grandeur of the conqueror a man 
mean of soul, selfish and unscrupu­
lous. Can Robert Burns, so morally 
weak that he was the victim of in­
temperance, be called truly a great 
man? Lord Byron, the licentious de- 
stroyer, or Thomas De Quincey, the

ing again to rule the world in right- 
1 eousness?
i John the Baptist was a direct fore- 
’runner. He was more than that. He
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was ready to sink and submerge and But, though John the Baptist was 
entirely cover up his individuality great in life, he was also great in ases....with the personality of Jesus Christ. 
He was ready to let Christ be all in 
all. He wanted to be merely a foot- 
light to make the divine face shine 
forth the more clearly. He was will­
ing to decrease so that the glory of 
his Saviour might increase. Do we, 
like John the Baptist, sink our in­
dividualities in Christ’s or do we, 
like some of the ancient forerunners 
of the east preceding the King's 
chariots wish to be dressed so gor­
geously and to make so much noise 
that people will be watching us and 
admiring our strides instead of turn­
ing their eyes toward the royal Mas­
ter whom we are proclaiming? In our 
work for our Divine Master are we 
wishing that all eyes shall be turn­
ed upon us instead of upon Jesus? 
Are we trying to preach so that men 
may say, "That is a fine sermon?" 
or are we trying to preach so that, 
as when Demosthenes harangued, his 
auditors cried, "Let us go and fight 
Philip!" our hearers may say, 
"Come, let us enlist under the ban­
ner of Jesus?"

But let us inquire a little more 
closely how John the Baptist sub­
merged his life in Christ. Jesus was 
an unknown man at the time John, 
the hermit and recluse, was making 
the very palace walls at Jerusalem

A CURE FOR RHEUMATISM
death. Like the pioneer who enters 
the American forests and cuts away 
the trees and pulls up the stumps 
and builds the home and plants the 
corn, in order that his children may 
reap the harvests after the father 
is gone, so John the Baptist, not 
for himself, but for those who should 
come after him, lived his life and at 
last laid it down, a martyr.

If you follow the teachings of the 
Bible very carefully you will find 
there was a war, a rivalry, a jeal­
ousy, between the followers of Jesus 
Christ and the followers of John. 
There was no war between John and 
Christ. No sooner did Jesus appear 
than John bent the knee and render­
ed unto him full and complete obed­
ience. But this obedience was not 
true in reference to the Johannian 
school. In the fourth chapter of 
John we find that in order to still 
this rivalry Christ with his followers 
left the southern regions of Judaea 
and traveled north and went through 
Samaria. But no sooner was John 
the Baptist dead than his disciples 
took the headless trunk of his body 
and buried it and "went and told 
Jesus." Ah, yes, by John's death 
all these factions were healed. The 
Johannian school became in toto the 
"school of the Nazarene.' Is it not 
a blessed thought that if we live for 
Christ this side of the grave we way 
still continue to live in influence for 
Christ after we are dead? John the 
Baptist, great before his sacrifice!
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IIC. 
IOC.“ mixedopium eater; or Mark Anthony, the 

traitor; or Cicero, the coward; or 
Lord Bacon, the taker of bribes —can 
they be called truly great men?

"Well," you say, "instead of pick-' 
ing flaws in the reputations of men 
of commanding genius, tell us who is ( 
truly a great man. Give is one whose 1 
character is stamped with the divine| 
approval. Describe such a one, that ! 
we may copy his life." That I will 
do, my friend, and do gladly. Such 
a character is to be found in John 
the Baptist. Though we may go in- 
to the richest of all palaces and 
stand upon the most famous of all 
battlefields and read the epitaphs of 
all the poets, philosophers, states­
men, inventors, reformers, we cannot

4€Glisten with hundreds of gift 
suggestions in the way of gold 
jewelry for man and maid.

Even the Most Stubborn Cases 
of this Painful Malady Can 

be Cured.
Rheumatism is caused by acid in 

the blood. That is an undisputed 
medic 1 truth. Linments, outward 
applications and alleged electric 
treatment can never cure what is 
rooted in the blood. A blood dis­
ease like rheumatism must be cured 
through the blood. That is why 
rheumatism always yields like magic 
to Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills—they ac­
tually make new, rich, red blood. 
This new blood conquers the painful 
poisons, sweeps out the aching acid, 
soothes the nerves, loosens the mus­
cles and banishes rheumatism from 
the system. Proof of this is found in 
the case of Mr. Charles Leatherdale, 
a popular young druggist’s assistant 
of Tilbury, Ont. He says: “I know 
from personal experience that Dr. 
Williams* Pink Pills cure rheuma­
tism, because they cured me of a se­
vere attack that for months caused 
me many sleepless nights and painful 
days. I had tried a number of other 
medicines, but they failed. Then I 
decided to give the pills a trial. Be­
fore I had finished the second box 
the pains began to leave me, and by 
the time I had taken two more boxes 
the pains were all gone, and I Celt 
like a new man. That is more than 
six months ago and I have not had 
4 twinge of rheumatism since. It is 
my belief that a fair course of Dr. 
Williams’ Pink Pills will drive the 
most stubborn case of rheumatism 
out of the system, and as a result of 
my own experience I cheerfully re­
commend them for this trouble.”

The pills cure all blood and nerve 
troubles such as rheumatism, sciati­
ca, partial paralysis, St. Vitus’ 
dance, anaemia, neuralgia, indiges­
tion, headaches, backaches, kidney 
troubles, and the ailments that make 
the lives of so many women a source 
of almost constant minery. Imita­
tions and substitutes are sometimes 
offered, and the buyer should see that 
the full name, “Dr. Williams’ Pink 
Pills for Pale People,” is printed on 
the wrapper around every box. If in 
doubt send direct to the Dr. Wil-

All twine guaranteed satisfactory or money refund
+
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M.J.Wilson CordageScarf and stick pins, broaches, 
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At the sign of 
the Big Clock. Corner of Colborne and Adelaide Street 

CHATHAM.1find anywhere in any generation up
to the time of Jesus Christ a name
standing so high as his, of whom 
Jesus said, "Verily, verily, I say un­
to you, among them that are born of 
women there hath not risen a great­
er than John the Baptist; notwith­
standing he that is least In the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he."

Ths purpose of this sermon is to 
show why John the Baptist was 
greater than all other men before 
Christ’s Jordanie baptism—John the 
Baptist great, although he was so 
poor that his home was among the 
rocks and sands of the wilderness, 
lying between the capital and the 

, Dead Sea; so poor that his only gar­
ments were the coarse skin of the 
wild beast, through the holes of 
which stretched his long limbs and 
hairy chest; so poor that his only 
food was the grasshoppers or lo­
custs and the honey which had been 
hidden by the bees among the cav- 
eras and the hills.

From the world's standpoint this 
is a strange portrait of a great man. 
But how wonderful is its setting. 
The fabled portrait was af a gold 
face with a silver frame, ‘but the 
portrait of John the Baptist is a sil­
ver face with a gold frame. Like a 
ruby glowing red it is set in a circle 
of most precious diamonds. Like a 
mirror of burnished brass, pure and 
spotless, it reflects the light of a
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Is the greater heater 
ever manufactured, and 
if you need a stove, w 
guarantee to heat you 
house, and it will burn 
less coal for the amount 
of heat than any stove- 
sold in Chatham. Calll 
and see the Peninsul­
ar Steel Range,Coal 
and Wood Cook Stove, 
the greatest baking stove 
in America. Sold at

DANGER !
shake. Up to thirty years of age ©o /Jesus was an unknown dweller in a $ There is danger of an early fall 1 and you should be prepared a by giving us your order for 9 Storm Doors and Windows. I It pays to grasp time by the 

. forelock and have your work 
|done before the rush.

Lumber, Lath, Shingles, &c 
always on hand. Builders’ 

I Hardware, Paints, Oils and
, Glass at close prices.

,Our painters are busy now.
They are always busy, but are 
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country village. The whole extent of 
Christ’s earthly ministry extended 
over only a short period of three 
or four years. We read of Jesus 
when he was born. Then he dis­
appears. We read of him twelve 
years later, when, as a boy, he talks 
with the doctors in the temple. Then 
he again disappears for eighteen long 
years. Up to thirty years of age 
Christ was politically and sociolo­
gically an unknown factor in eastern 
life.

In the meantime who was this 
John the Baptist? This second 
young man. of about the same age 
as Jesus, was the most famous per­
sonality in the east. He had lived 
as a hermit. But the voice he lifted 
reached, not only echoed throughout 
the villages, but also throughout the 
great capital itself. The rich and the 
poor, the old and the young, the

John the Baptist, great after 
was martyred!

That posthumous influence

he

is
mighty for good or evil we all know. 
We have felt it. In the village where 
my grandfather lived there labored 
for many years a gospel minister. 
He never seemed to see any great re­
sults from his ministry. Everybody 
loved him, yet few confessed Christ 
under his preaching while he was 
alive. But no sooner was that good 
man dead than a mighty revival of 
religion sprang up. My father said 
that at one communion 300 people 
confessed Christ in the little village 
church. And the remarkable fact 
about that revival was that every 
one of those new converts traced his 
conversion directly to the teachings 

|and influence of the dead pastor. 
: Posthumous influence, a mighty in- 
|fluence! Oh, yes, after death we 
, shall live on. A good influence, like 
that of John the Baptist shall nev­
er, never die.

|But though I honor and extol the 
noble characteristics of this great 

'man, there is still another lesson we 
'must learn from the verse of my 

1 text. Christ said, "There hath not 
risen a greater than John the Bap­
tist." Oh, yes, that was true as far 
as it went. True, if you speak in 
reference to those men and women 
who lived before Jesus was born. 
But there le one part of the verse 
you must well bear in mind. It is 
the last part and goes thus, "Yet, 
notwithstanding this, he that is least 
in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he." What does that mean? 
Simply this: If you and I become 
part of Jesus Christ, if we accept 
his atonement and are cleansed by 
his blood, we become in a sense 
greater, aye, far greater, than the 
greatest man who ever lived who has 
not been sanctified by the Saviour’s 
sacrifice.

Perhaps I can illustrate the Bible 
thought in a simple way. A great 
wall or fortress has to be built. The 

|work must be pushed. One group 
of workmen ascend the scaffolding 
and lay on one layer of stone and 
then go to their rest. Another group
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Germans the Greatest Readers.
According to recent statistics, Ger- 

many heads the list as a reading na­
tion, Russia falling to zero. With re­
gard to newspapers, .the following 
facts are even more significant: In the 
United States of America 75,000,000 
of inhabitants are catered for by 22,- 
000 journals, while Russia, with its 
population of 130,000,000, has only 
800—i. e.g. thirty-seven times less. 
This paucity is easily accounted for 
by the censorship. In Germany the 
actual number of professional writers 
is estimated at 12,000, 400 of whom 
are poets. It would therefore appear 
that Deutschland is not only the 
"readingest" but the ‘‘writingest’’ 
country in the world.—Kansas City 
Journal.
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We carry a large assortment 
of the most Modern Pat­
terns, and give you an exact 
estimate of what it will cost 
you to have your Fall 
papering done.

Call and see our Large 
assortment,

before you purchase elsewhere, 
stoves, are the very best and his 
are the lowest in Chatham.
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GIVES NEW LIFE, 
VIGOR and STRENGTH 
to TIRED, WEAK and 
SICKLY WOMEN.

It Makes New,
Kent Mills Flour

)

JOS. A. TILT, 
Next to Rankin House

SAND and GRAVEL
Having the tug “Vick” and a san 

scow, I am prepared to enter into con 
tracts for the supply of sand and gravel 
at lowest prices. Apply to, 

Capt. V. Robinson.

Is peer of all makes. Kent Flour always 
has been, is and will be the GREATEST 
SELLER of any Ontario mill. QUALITY 
is the secret. : : : ; :

• •1 RICH BLOOD,
• and Keeps you WELL, 
g HAPPY and STRONG.

TRY A BOTTLE 1 All Druggists.
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How Leng?
As a general rule, for the hatch­

ing of chickens twenty-one days are 
required, for patridges twenty-four 
days, for phearants twenty five days, 
for common ducks twenty-eight days, 
for peafowls twenty-eight days, for 
turkeys twenty-eight days, for, Bar- 
bary ducks thirty days and for geese 
thirty days.

MME. MELBA, 
WHO HAS CHARMED THE WORLD 

WITH HER SINGING.

THE CANADA FLOUR MILLS CO,, Ltd.
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