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iic'liited by true wh-

oi lowed by all who,

-their rcqueft and

roodnefs and mercy

^nd now, O Lord

inftead of David,

low not how to go

the midft of thy

J^, that cannot be

•His requeft then

Jerftanding heart

itwesn good and

^Jonion had a/ked

thou haft afked

'i^e; neither haft

'ife of thine ene-

I'mics^

1
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*« mies
;
but hift aflccd for thyfclf u.iderftanding tod^fcorn jur'rr-

" menti Behold, I hav« done according to thy words : l.,o, I

" have given thee a v/ifc and an un.lcrftanding heirt; fo that

" there was none like thee before thee, neither af^er thee ftiall

*' any arife like unto thee." f

From wisdom thus beftowed, and far furpafTlng what was ever

poncfted by any othtr mortal, prjccedcd that book from which

my text is taken. It is acoliedHon of Proverbs, or wife maxims,

adapted to all ftates, degrees and conditions of men.

My text is one of thofe maxims. Without fearching then for

its meaning in a connexion with what goes before, or what imme-

diately follows, J fl-,all attend to the plain and obvious fenfe of

the words, as they He before me; and conveying truths which

are very interefting to every member of fociety that

«* righteoufnefs exaJteth a nation j but fin is a reproach to any

* people.'*

Righteoufnefs Is a word ofextenfive fignlfication In the ftyle

of fcripture i comprehending the feveral duties we owe to God

and man. It Implies that chearful and uniform obedience to the

laws
t I Kings III. 7— ,2,
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