
greatly rostrioted mid were only permitted to have dealings with the merchants' guild
of I'anton. The treaty of tliat year oimmuhI the jmrts of Cantim, Amoy, Fooohow,
Niiiirpo and Shaiifrhai to fureifrn trade and tfranted siH-cial privileges. There are now
over forty sui-h treaty ports in China, of which some fourteen are in the south. At
these iwirts foreign nation.s may e,stahlish consulates and their merchants are per-
mitted tit live and do business. On the trade of these ports duties and other dues are
levied »i-cording to a tariff setfU-d hy treaty. ]5y the paynu^nt of duty at a treaty port
goo(U also are exempted hy all further taxation on movement. This latter jirivilege

is iif great im|Hirtance. Foreign imi>orted giKids having omf paid duty at a treaty
IKirt can !» sent to another treaty port in the interior or on the coast free of the
"I.ikin" or trunsit duties, which have s* greatly hindered the domestic trade of the
country. The duties at the treaty ports are collected by officers of the Chinese Mari-
time Customs, which is under the administration and managi'ment of foreigners.

The chief trwty i>ort in South China is Canton, which for many .vears held a
monopoly of foreign trade. Since the development of Ilong Kong, the direct trade

>. '.Icrn I ruvcliniK in South ( 'hinu.

of Canton with foreign countries has b.H^n limited, the port having becom.' a commer-
cial dependency of the British colony. The city is favourably situated to serve as a
distributing centre, being near the contluen<-e of three navigable rivers flowing from
th.' northeast, north and west. The most imixirtant treaty ports on the Soutli China
coast are Swatow, Foocliow. and Amoy. The trade of the two hitter p<irts is on the
<lccline with the falling off of the trafhc in Forniosan and local teas. Swatow is a busy
little iM.rt with a fairly extensive hinterland, whiili is ,-iit off from Cantni, and the jK.rts
to fh,. „„rtli by ranges of hills. S.iuthwest of Ibrng K .iig are the treatv |Hirts of
Pak-hoi and Kinnchow and the French leased territory of Kwang-.how-wan. The
tra.le of the two former is at pr.'s.'nt small, but capable of d.'velopment. In the interior
(iic treaty |M,rts nf Wuciiow at the head of steamboat navigation of the West river and
Nii:ning further up the same river are important distributing p<.ints. Kongmo.m on


