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«4 MEDICAL DIAGNOSIS

or metalUc resonance
;
the respiratory sounds become amphoric

breathing.

Further reference will be found in the articles on Percussion
and Auscultation of the Thorax (pp. 450 and 407).

AMPHOTERIC REACTION (Gr. d^<l.6r.po,, in both ways).

In testing the reaction of urine, it may be found that it turns
blue litmus red, and that red litmus is turned blue by the samespecmen of urine. This is due to the effect of both acid and
basic phosphates on the litmus, and the reaction of the urine is
therefore said to be amphoteric.

AN.£HIA (Gr, w, privative ; dt/^a, blood).

Definition ofanaemia-Symptoms commonly associated ^vith anemia
-Subjects to be investigated by examination of the blood-
Colour index-Microcytes-Megalocytes-Normoblasts-MeKa-
loblasts-G.gantoblasts-Poikilocytosis-An^emic

degeneration
-Leucocytes-Ehrhch's classification of leucocytes-Characters
of the blood ,n childhood-Primary anemia-Secondary anemia-Comparative table of diseases characterized by anemia.

The term ' anaemia ' is commonly used to denote, not a loss ofblood, as Its etymology suggests, but a decrease in the moreimportant constituents-viz., red cells, hemoglobin, or albuminThe to al quantity of blood in the body is not necessarily dimin-'.shed but, on the contrary, may in sume cases (e.g., chlorosis) be

mTh:Tr'; '"
^"'"'^' °' ^"^'^^^^^^'^ ^"^^"^^ -^V be Ob rledm the different constituents of the blood, which in many casesform a useful means for identifying the condition under eiamina

While anaemia must be regarded as a mere sign in manydiseases, it is commonly accompanied by certain other signs andsymptoms, of which it is itself the chief cause. One observes inmost cases of anaemia, however produced—
I. Pallor of the skm and mucous membranes. The colour ofan anaemic person is in most instances a dull, slightly pi,

"

ishwhite, but other shades are often seen-in chbrosfs a gf en sh3' '" P«^"'^'°".^ ^n^^-^ia a yellowish, rather than a pinkish.hade The ana.mia of malignant disease has a peculiar sallowunhealthy tint
;
m pregnancy, in Addison's disease, and in an^m^rstoo vigorously treated with arsenic, a bronzed or pigmentcdrademay be added to the pallor.


