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Th* tttb Nutloiial CoBHivitioB CongrfM ii to

b« dcTotcd Urgdjr tn fnrrtt ronMmlloB, b«(UM
tt til* uationt' ini|iurtune« of Ilia tubJiKt in itl

ni»B7 phiHi Publir intfKHit ii involvad, brnuM
upon th* p op«r •ulutlon of tliii virioui problem!

d*p«ndii tb« cnit of th« wood without which our

civilliatioD would dtflinc; th« p«rp«tua'lon nf th«

timber luppljr; the devolopment of hydroeltctrln

powtr; the utiliiiiiticij uf non aKriculturil Undi;

th* BVkiUbility uf water for irriKatioD ; the preiar-

vation of forent areaa for ln'iiltli aud recrocitiuu;

•ud many other de>'elupmepta emeotlal allk* tu

aterjr citiien from the lumberman to the man who
own! neither a tree nur a foot of land.

The conjrrciw will endeavor to diffuM

more information and develop better meth-

ods for the prevention of forest fires which

cauae such tremendoua loaa of life and of

property valued at over fifty million dollan

annually, and which aUo damage the loil,

the water and the youns timber growth

The study of forest inaect» is impurtant,

since they destroy enough timber every

year "to finance the construction program

of the navy." The relation of floods to

forest denudation, which is in part respon-

sible for the disasters of the current year,

will be studied.

The need of knowing exact conditions so

as to avoid the use each year of three timea

the annual timber growth is apparent, par-

ticularly when we realize that only forty

to seventy per cent, of each cut tree is

utilized, while fires are destroying annually

the equivalent of this growth. The use of

preservatives for the treatment of wood
with the view of prolonj,'ing its life when

used in constructive work is important be-

caase through it we have promise of reduc-

tion in forest consumption and the possi-

bility of increasing supply by utilizing

inferior species of woods at present not

available. Another object of the congress

is to meet the need on the part of the

public for a safe national forest policy

against which there seems to be strong

opposition.

These details are cited, not because they

constitute Canada's most important na-

tional waste, but hecaune it is the one which

at this moment is receiving reeognitiuu and

study by our neighb**-*.

1 ^e conservation of the soil element'., the

utilisation ai i preservation to the people

of water powers, mineral wealth and above

all, that chii'fest national ao-ot, the public

health and human vitality, . urely corsti-

tute a present-day responsibility, if lui

Canad^i of the future is not to curse the

Canada of to-day.

Our land is full ..i opportui.ity. Our
spaces are wide. Citizens of less fortunate

CKuntrics, whieh hav; wasted their opportu-

nities and ihirked their res|>onsibilities until

too la have turned their eyes towards

Canada.

Canada has a right to expect, both from

her own and her foster children, that thrv

shall use but not abase their unrivaled

chances for national and world betterment.

We shall be wise if we see and provide in

time the proper mechanisms for harmoniz-

ing rapid development with proper conser-

vation of resources before we are fighting

for the room and the right to breathe by

reason of our overcrowding when we shou

be unable to think clearly and act irtei.

geutly and realize too late that in 01

short-sightedness we have made unwar-

ranted overdrafts on nature's storehouse.

Facilities for rapid transit and free com-

munication have enabled Canada to have at

her command, while she yet has room, all

the equipment evolved by the older and

more crowded nations. Pioneering in the

year 1913 is indeed "pioneering de luxe."

This, whilst a matter of self-gratulation

for increased opportunity, brings also

added responsibility to our generation.

The necessity for the provision of national

and provincial facilities for seeking out, ac-

cumulating, weighing, standardizing, adapt-

ing and diflfasing knowledge reqn're no argu-

ment: in fact, the newer pro.inces in the


