
HOUR OF DESTINY
navigation requires, since spüing ships have
been completely replace^- m tiie i.ivy and
largely in the mercantilr .narine h/ steam-
ships. As all human progrt^.^ car. ar ly be won
by sacrifice, navigation has had to surren-
der its unlimited freedom of action as against
the great advantages of steam ; it is abso-
lutely dependent on supplies of fuel for its

boilers. But as a warship has to carry con-
siderable loads in the shape of armour, guns
and ammunition, even the largest battleships
cannot exceed a certain load of fuel and to
that extent the duration and length of the
voyage, with supplies suffieient to maintain
a certain rate of speed without re-coaling, are
limited

;
that is to say, the useful acti'vity

of the ship suffers. Therefore if supplies
cannot be renewed the ship is just as incap-
able of continuing her voyage as a locomo-
tive, which has run out of coals and water.
With the introduction of steamships all

seafaring nations were therefore obliged to
take into consideration the acquisition of
^
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