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leveloping industrially at a high rate; could conceivably become a threat to
ts own ' domination of the communist world. In the smaller communist
tates, the reaction is reported to have been one of anxious astonishment at
he implied social revolution. In none of them, at any rate, (including North
:orea) has there been any evidence of a desire to imitate the Chinese example. -
he'communists themselves have made much of the fact that commune life
organized on military lines, and that life is completely collective. I The

riginal directive said that "it has become popular among the people to
rganize themselves along military lines, to work with militancy and to livè
collective life and this has raised the political. consciousness of the peasants

till further". It was, however, less popular than the Central Committee
ioped at that time. The Chinese communists appear to have gone too fast in
.ttempting to extend what they call the "communist elements" in the frame-
uork of commune life. As well as the institution of communal dining halls
tnd barracks, , the Party decided at the same time to attempt to do away
rith all forms of private property, such as vegetable plots and fruit trees,
nd even began to attack the wage system, through what was called the ,
'free-supply system" under which a certain proportion of the commune
ember's wages are paid in kind rather than cash. It was reported that
me communes were supplying their members with free staples and providing -

aothing, housing and a number of other services without charge. Articles
n the official press appeared attacking the wage system as "a vulgar practice",
nd it appeared that the Chinese would be applying the communist principle of
emuneration-to each according to his needs-long before the Soviet Union.,


