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REFLE-CTIONS
ByTHE EDITOR

Light on the Rorden Navy.IAM informned, an what ta mie is excellent
autharity, that the Borden permanent naval
policy will flot take the form of a Canadian

*xavy. H-is permanent palicy is already decided. Helias taken the miotta from the first page of Sir James
Whitney's Ontario Readers: "One Flag, one Fleet,
one Throne."

Where Sir Jamies Whitney gat the phrase I dan't
know, but it is there on the first page of every
?-cader used in the public schools of Ontario.

This is just what 1 feared. Sir Wilfrid Laurier
was so tardy with bis Canadian fleet that the enemny
gat a chance ta sow the seeds of daulit and distrust.Mr. Borden apparently is cammitted ta the Whitney
rnotto and the ultra-imiperial clique. There will lie

ln short, the policy which bas seemed good ta the
statesmen of Great Britain and the different do-minions during the past bundred years is ta be re-
versed, and once agaîn we are ta have centralizatian
and bureaucratic governiment.

1 entirely miistake the spirit of the people of Can-
ada, of Australia, and of New Zealand if they arelikely ta adopt any such polîcy as Mr. Borden and
the ultra-imperial clique in Great Britain are trying
ta foist upan these three young nations.

The Dreadnought Policy.
D 0 not mistake me. I amrn ot oppased ta theL/ Borden Dreadnought policy. I do nat believethat Dreadnoughts can be built in Canada atpresent, and 1 therefore amn quite in accord with
the policy wbich would order them in Great Britain.I do flot believe that it would lie possible at theprescrit time for Canada ta man, equip and main-tain these slips. But I do believe that steps should
lie taken at once ta create a Canadian naval service
which will ultimately supply ships, men, equipmeiit,maintenance, naval arsenals, naval stations, graving
docks and ail the other naval accessaries as aur
share of Britannic defence.

If there was anything in Mr. Borden's recent
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capital expenditure and ordinary expenses. This
phase has almost passed and the charges ta capital
accouit are being reduced ta a minimum. Hence-
forth most- of the expense must be paid out of in-
carne. Apparently Mr, Beck is quite satisfied. No
other person knows what the capital expenditure
has been and no one knows just how the incarne
is meeting the annual expenses. Mr. Beck is satis-
lied and lias reduced the charges ta same munici-
palities. Almast ail the cansumers af bis power
are savinig maney.

Only .the municipal authorities mutrmur. They
represent the general taxpayer, and recognize that
in the end they will lie called ta accaunt. 0f course,
some of the municipalities concerned have city
treasurers who uptil late in 11f e were miechanics or
reporters or small Tferchaflts, and they have not
sufficient knowledge ta get excited. In Toronto,
the city auditor bas declared that the system is not
warking wel]. Attempts have been made ta anfswer
him. Mr. Geary, before he ]eft the Mayor's chair,
tried it. A special firm of auditors tried it, But,
Mr. Sterling sticks ta his ground and fights for
efficiency, ecanomy and scientifie book-keeping.

The situation is interesting in view of the fact
that many people prophesied that the Hydro policy
would react upan the present Conservative adminis-
tration in Ontario. Up ta the present, there are no
signs .that this danger is imminent, although there
is more or less muttering which may or mnay not
indicate a cominLy Storm.
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