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WARS are, appily, far rarer things than arerumours of wars. Civil war, or sometbing
ail too like it, is a distinct possibilIty e! the

prescrnt situation in tbe United Kingdom. But there
are other possibilities, too. Among tbese latter, how-
ever, I should hesitate ta clas anything ln tbe nature
of a Home Rule compromise on the basis suggested
by Mr. Asquith, namely, the exclusion, for six years
only, tram the operation of the Home Rule measure,
of such Irisb counties as cboose ta vote themselves
out et it. The Ulster Unionists wiil not bave this
aet any prIce, and the British Unionlat party la
pledged ta the support of their vlew unless, and
until, a general election la beid, or the wbole matter
bas been submitted ta tbe people by means of a
referendum.

The Ulster Unlonlats' main objections to Mr.
Asquitb's compromise suggestion are two In number.
First, they abject ta wbat bas been termed the "vIvl-
section of Ulster." Tbe minimum of their demanda
la the exclusion of tbat Province. But, tbough they
ýdesIre a specIi provision tei tbat effect te be Incor-
porated In the Home Rule Bill, It la likely tbat they
would, nevertheless, agree to Mr. Asquitb'is "con-
t racting-out" suggestion, If exclusion were to be per-
manent, and not only for six years, and If tbe Pro-
vinces, and flot the counties, of Ireîand were te be
made tbe nuits for votIng aye or nay for exclusion.
For It le practically certain that, altbough (maInly
owing to the Inequalities, as regards numbera, ln the
,different electoral divisions of the Province) Home
Rulers from Ulster have a majority of one over
U Ister Unionists In Pariament, the latter can dlaim
a declded numerîcal majority «o! the electorate. Under
t he scbeme suggested by Mr. Asquith, tbe four count-
tien of Armagh, Antrlm, Down and Londonderry could
vote tbemaselves ou! af the measure, But, lIn so doing,
they would be freeing tbemselves at tbe expense of
their fellow-covenanters ln tbe other five countiesý of
Uister, and partlcularly ln Tyrone and Feryianalgbl.
where the Protestant Unioniet population formas very
nearly hiait of the whole. Secondly, tbe PIster
Unioniste abject (and flot lens determinedly-) to the
time Bruit of six years suggested by Mr, Asquith.
One prominent arnong tbem, wrltes to me as follows:
"The strain of the hast two or libree years bas been
fearful. We will nlot bave anatber SIX years of it,
witb the knowiedge that, at the end of them, wve shaîl
'have tai face the question again.'"

A possibility-certainly not a probabilty-of the
situation la tbat the Oovernment may, even yet, adopt
Mr. Bonar Law's suggestion of a referendum. 1 b,-
leve the Homne Rule cause would bel more inel t
win on that tban a!a general electin. For one thlng,
tbe Plural voter would flot ber able ta use;i bis pluiral
votes an a referendum. For anothter, thcre wou)Ild
be no sPlltting of the Home Rule vote, ais there
would be, by reason of triangular contents, at an
electIon. Moreover, a referendum offers thls ad.
vantage to a governirient, that lit can remain ln office
even after the Particular meneurs referred to bas been
rejected, I can appreciate the argument that the
UnIonist demand for a genersi election la deeigneod
ta soeure the downfall of the Government, and, with
IL, of the Parliament Act. But tbe demand for a
referenduma Ie not open to the same criticlsm. If
the Irish Nationaist party ln Parliament have voted
for Welsb dtsestablshment and the other Items of
tbe Liberal Programme from genuine belle! therein,
then tbere la nothing In tbe warld to Prevent those,
meaSUres being carried, under the protection or thei
Parlanient Act, even, tbougb the Home Rule Bi11
shouid be rejected on a referendum--and I think
there la Jus! a shade of Odds that it would flot be.
Hlowever, there Sstms Ilttle lkelihood of the Cov
ernment's acqulesclng in the referendum idea.
Indeed, Of the two, I believe they would prefer appeal-
lng to the, electorate at a zenerai election, with ail
lits disadvantagee of plural Votes, and triangular con-
teste, on their whole POllCY, flot forgetting their land
proposaIs And the demnocratlc budget wbich le now
ln course Of preparation by Mr. Lloyd George.

And a general election tberev fil probably be Imme-
diately tbe Homne Rule Bih bhas become law. Before
then Ulster will bave ProcIlmed bier provisional
govrnznent. But even tue, unparallelte etep nleed
flot flecessarlly resuit in civil War. Mucb wouild de.pend on bow ail Parties cam-iled tbemseives in a
situation wbicb, ini tle round o! daily lite, weuîd b.Partly tragic, and partly coxnlc, but certainiy repletewith incident. HOwever, a gond deal that lebgwt
lmport Muet bappien before the Homte Rulebi Bih l
placed on the statut, book 1cio3y h 11n, in

tbenaur 0fInisence on tbe meaSure belng i-e-
r ferred to the electorate beflore bie gives i ssento it, I mereîy mention as one of the posbllltie,5 ofthe situation, remtote fi-om Probabîîîty as 1 thlnk it.But action, of Borne klnd, by the House of Lordsethere muet be. The Peera May tho teblln.

as tey ave onetwilce before, In that case, hGovernment, unlees tbeY decledÏ (whicb le . ot un-
lkeIY) to take the senne Of the people on lit before

obtaining the Royal assent would pasa It, "over the
heada" of the bouse af Lords, line by line, and word
for word, exactly as il stands, wlthaut auîy of Mr.
Asquith's suggestions being incorporated lu IL. For
the Parliamtent Act gives no power for arndment,
except as the resuit of agrecoment between the tw o
bouses. Or the Peers may decide ta read 1! a second
time, and, in camxnittee, excînde froni its operation
the mwhele Province o! Ulster. Then thero would be
bargainlng between the twa blouseis. and a settht-ment
mnighit, after aIl, be arrived at pretty miucb along the
hunes a! such exclusion. That would depend on how
far Mr. Asquith could carry Mr. Redmond, and an
how far the latter, In turn, couid carry himc followers
lu Ireîand. But, uniens somne such settiemont le
deflniteiy lu sigbt when the BiIIcone before them,
the Peers are unlikeîy to read the( 13111 a se'cond finie
wlth the object o! amending it. To do so wouid, more
or less, weaken the Unlonis!ý position-a! Ieast, ta, say
the mont active members o! the party -wben the
election, camies. Atf the mnoment, 1! iooku ta me as
tbaugh the H1ouseý of Lord w], ýill rejet the Bill1, and
the Covernfiint paýs h, as il stands, and then go ta
the country. Iu that case, theý Ulnonîas will prob-
ably figb! tbre election ou the totalI repeal of the II111,
coupled witb a promise, a! a fe-deral scheme, In-
volvingz separate Plariiieuts fer Englanid, Scotland,
Waiesý, U'lafer, and the( res! uf Ireland. And it woîild
nt surprise me( iltogetther Irif sch an eloction were
to result lui something liko a glgantic dradlaek,
although, baving regard ta aIl the circumatamu-ces, and
to Ibieni as a whoîe, 1iIncline to the opInioin titat the
hinionlats wvould win 1! under prenent electoral con-
ditions.

A Railway Knight in Action
Ottawa, Marci 23rd.

D URINGl the pats! two weeks the people on al-
betHf ave biad a newm viow of Sir William

MNlckenzie. MIernbers of the Proes Gallery and
members of thre flouse are accuistomned ta si-o dlis-
tinigilshed gentlemen a! the- Chaiteau Laurier, rit the
Rideau Club, andf tri certaiin corridors of (ho flouse
a! Comnnon. Vitîîîftîy thîeýso vi8its; from prorninenmt
railway men. bank managers, and( other InfluentIal
cîtiz(,ne are decldedly brief and have a large portion
of the social elem-ent ln theni. During the past fort-
nigbt 'Sir William lakni as maldor a prolonged(
visif %% hlcb sets a new record lui the history of logis-
lative vircles ln Ottawa.

Sir William camne, and Sir Williamn lias stayed.
Whon hie firet arrlved, everyene expected that bei
would spend two or threo daye and] depa4,rt, as bas
been the cuistom during the memom-y of the present
genreration o! resîdents on Parîlamenit 11i11, But Sir
Williami fouind work to dIo and bie r-eiuained. There
have beeni sorme faoîish ispatches sent out from,
Ottawa describlng the private cars, the number o!
secretaries, and tue plethora o! flyfig limousines,
These dlispatches are largely tire produrt of the

enmy Sr William came on a prîvate train over
is own line froni Toronto because that line le flot

yeft opened for passenger traffic. Hoe and Sir Donald

Th oIeule Siuaio
By SCRUTATOR

WINNING THE MONTREAL TRAP-SHOOTING TROPHY

Three times withln the past two weeks has the Montreai Challenge Trophy, tintIl recently the Pro-
PertY of the Ottawa Gun Club, changed hands. On M arch 7th, It was captured by the Lachine Gun Club
and brought back tu Montreal alter a long absence. On Saturday Iast the Riverside Gun Club met and
defeated the Lachine men and for the time belng the trophy wlll test ln the Grand Trunk Boatlng Club
house, the quartera of the Riverside Club. Our photograph shows the wlnnlng squad. Rlght to left, Thos.
Westlake, C. Aubin, G. Jones, D. J. Kearney, and Robt. Lewis.

Manii eac-h lias fils owîI car and with theni are
lAve or six proîninexît officiais of the Canadian
Northern. The flying limousines are usually Charier
Kelly's taxieabs. The secretaries consist of one or
two hard-working stenographers.

Sir William lias hall a great tank on lits hands. H1e
w antüd the Dominion Government ta guarantee a
further Is.sue of bonds te help complets the Transcon-
tiiieiital Railway, which Mackenzie and Mann hope
ta finish this year. H1e foinid a sheut of questions to
b>' aîisw'ered. TIire Goverunment wanted to, know what
securit y they would hav e i bat a fiirther guai antee
of bonds conflit b>' justified In the Huse and on the
hustings. Tligy asked for information, They wanted
to know hon nuch of tire' $303,000,000, whlch the
Canadian Noirter lias cost tu date, lbas gonre lnto
the pot-ket of Nlackenzit, and Mann. Sir William Is
said ta bave answered that they have received noth-
lug but conimon stock. The Government asked how
tire tC. N. IL conmpares lut grades with the> other trans-
contînentals. Sir William is reparted te have
ansneî'ed that tire C. N. iR. bas the lowest grades on
thle Nort Ni Aiii(,ri(-zit Cont11in eut. Tiie GIove ruinen i
aefd If tire railsý on tlîc main liuo front Quebec ta
Vancouver weuil,i bw ni>) te the' .tandard ef tire caher
roads. !Sir Wilaml said( ta bave answered that ail
lit ai 1-w 111111- milese tii>' main litre' of tire C. N.

1<. l1is 1.iglty-puudrails
Tuesi, aîîd otlier quifons have been asked and

answvri d1 But tire answering of themn was not sO
simple as It looked. Sir William not anly answered,
but lie produced tire prooifs. Ail the documents were
brought down and li;td before the members of the
Cablinet wha aie deaýlIng witb the subject and before
fi' l met wheni th-e have ralled lu te assIst tlieni
V% eriythIiig la being iuivestlgatedl fully, and apparently

str- AVilliiam nil andi ooks tie pieture ot
ap)ttlmism.m lie seems to be confident that therre la
net) a wea,:k w1t lui lii, aruinur. At iseveti-thirty lu
01 l iorI n ig Ili c-ati 1i * seei hr cadilug for 4real ta st t i
the Chateau Laurier or going for a walk ln the early
inlorning atir.ý Vorom tlenl uintil tiiiiglt be la closeted
witbi off iciaIs a!t bis botel, ln his car, or at the Par-
lanent lBuildings. Almost any heur of tbe day he

nivi î') -, sc waîlliiig te iuui tr> witli the> bri-sk step
andi ehee0rful o(unltPnare of' muen thIrty years liý
junior. Daly after day fromi early mornIng untîl raid-
night lie bais lvept a! It iiiitilngly, aîid tuier>' are
riinîeiîrs tiiat lie ean ke(qp ipeLglmg away uîiitll tw<î or
tlîree o'eloclc In the xnornIng without personal dis-

Tho people Of Parliîcment HIlII bave learned the
secret o! Sir William Makni'auccerts, lie In
11-e mo1s! aggresssive atnd untiring worker that Ottawa
basi ever seemi. Me lias Jilsitiied te estmnate wbleh
mRny perople bave of bim, thatf be la the mnt remark-
:1îble Cnmnaian of the age. There la no matter and
neo me9iuiber too riniall te escap)e bis attention. There
isý ie qIIestiomi liîd ile calitiîmînl,-ter ton grea-t tii
1lutrvated wýith Il ii- tii>'<lis îd mons! deliberate con-
sideratlon. Hlis masterliniess lias been ImpressIve.
andf ai Ottawa la slawly but surely yielding te bits
dominant persasiveneass Ris own personality,

bakdby the personality of SIr Donald Mann and
the othevr officiais, le ton great to ber resltetid. Every
eo of tbem Peurnms to bave a clear grasp of the situa-
tion and a catin bellef ln his abihity to do bis sbare
Il, the er tlîît lien before themn ail. The staff re-
fleects thre ability, the power, and the reseurcefulneas
nt tho genlerai.
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