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Our Officers
The British Commiander as Hie

Aetually Is
By SCRUTATOR

T'HE officer o! tlie Britishi army 18 ail too ofteu
*Iisrep)resented lu tlie pipIng tImes o! peace,

111bY malice or by ignorance, as being o! the
"gllded popinjay" species. An eye-glassed,

(In,<ump o! affectation, part cad and part fol-
at la the grotesýque caricature wlicl some of lis
ýtractor8 love ta exhlJbit as lis portrait. But per-
1Ls lie will get a fuller justice now. The good
'OWlng made by the Britishl troope at tlie, front re-
Mst the greatest credit net only on the rank and
e, but on tlie officers also. It is tliey wlio have
'11 -'o mucli ta, keep tlie men lu good heurt. Letter
ter letter recelved froin T. Atklns by his friends

homne testifles lu gîowing termes ta thie splendid
ufi Of Whieh hIe officers are made-how they love
elr reglments, liow careful tiey are for their Men,
'refui for everything, eave o! their own lives.
The Idea that the Britishl army officer's main
ISsiOn lu Ilfe le to shine lu aristocratie society la
reagely wide o! the mark to-day, wliatever foun-
'tiOnl lu !act It may have bad iu other times. It le
e eu that- the patrician. familles are numerously
Presnted-largely by their cadets-lu the commis-
1I1ed ranks o! the army. But there ls, sureiy, noti-
SStrange lu tbat lu tlie case o! a nation "aild ln

~"and, as a matter of fact, it ls common knoW-
4ge that mauy o! the very best and keuest officers
t1]e ar-MY are found among these self-,saie Cadets
""")bled liouses. The abolition o! the ýpurchase o!

nuln!>sions over forty years ago, liowever, lias had
t'O4old« result on tlie personnel o! officers. First,
bas resuited lu opening the doors to very many
10oý' clrcumstances would prevlously bave debarred
eul froin aspiring te commissIoned rank. Secondiy,
bas ensured a f airly h1gb standard o! education

1011, tiem. Omitting tbose officers who have risen
)nI tie ranis, those who are appolnted ta coin-
sý5iOns by way e! the usual cliannes-the Royal
<Itary collage at Sandhunrst for cavalry, Infantry
d IarMY service corps, and. the Royal Mllitary
'adery at Woolwlcl, for artllery aud englineers-
Ye, before their eutrante Into, eltlier o! the insti-
tiaus uanled, to pase a falrly dîfflcult examnatlon
genlerai educatIon, wlichl i competitive lu se, far
the vacaneles are filied by tiosewlio pue highest,
Pbhyloaiîy lit. In addition, candidates for commis-
5I5s bave to pase, anotier exaiuatlon, at tbe con-
lsIon" O! thelr period o! training at eltber Sandhurst
WýoOlwich, requlrlug a fair knowledge o! teebuicai

Ltter8, Thle Young offlcer's training ls littie more
ý1n at Its begiuning wben lie recelves his commis-
u. Thle most Important part o! lýt-consietlng
rtIy O! More detalled Instruction lu the subjects
has aineady studied, partly o! the practîcal appîl-

ý1 o! those subjeots, and partly o! more advanced
itruetf0on wlth Its prattical appication-comels sub-
l ueit ta hie appointineut te a comi8sion aud after

",a lOned bis reglment.

OIDMERING is heredltary ta a very large extet
Thle number of <>ffiers wiio, lke Lard Roberts
"4Id Lord Kitchener, are thle sons of afficers

enormo1us. I have known, severai solierIng
Plles whlere ail tliree or four, or Ilve boys bave
llOw6d <In father's Ooototeps," hy holding commis-
n. 'Many afficers, too, emnanate !rom Vthe Englisil
"oY or vcarage or frein the Scottieli mamse--th0
t1 8eema to bave a powerfui appeal for the sou of

Icleric0 The bulk o! thle officers who are net sons
'lOblexuen, or squires, or sellers, or salions, or

'32,are sous of profeesienal men-awyers, doc-
8, aud se on-w1th a iapnrlnkiing of tnadesmen's
ý8 Thle total number o! afficers lu the Britishl
PY as it now stan-fs ls a little aven 10,000. More
'I 1,400 have alneady fallen lu action.
t Is sometimes sald that "Money goes luto the
'Plry, brains Into the engineers and antillery, and
ýkbene Into, the Infantny."1 But every offIcer met

D rlvt means or else au allowauce fronm bIs
"l'le," dUring hie ûrst few years ln thiat capaclty.
'lt is absolutely Impossible for the just-joined sub-
ýrn te hIve ou Mis puy. 'Phis la but '$1.60 a day lu
' VairY regimeut and $1.84 a day lu a lins regi-
Q-net enougli te pay the sulbalteru'e mess bilas.

1ce thVie ailowunce froin "home" bas te be (at thle
y l0est) at the rate of $800 a year for the aavalry

alteril aud $450 a year for the lnfantry subaîtern.
1 luchblgger allowauces areirequis-ite te mneet al
Oels on the subaltern'e pocket-ca Ils which are

<Qo.t Uflavoldable unless, like Mrs. John Gllpîn, lie
"a frugal mmld.1" The home aiiewance geueraily

tlls lintil the seller son gets bis treop or bis
1p",and la duly entItied te wrIte hisel! down
t',d.raw'ing the daily pay o! $3.60 or $2.78 re-

ýtvelY--a Perlad o! elght or nine yeans or so, as
e, thOugb promotion cernes ail 'toc, quiekiy ln

11allewanee fren lits famlly whlch the Young
e'Ixiflt bave le a beavy tax on many and nxany

lai&hod. For 'elile there sare rnany weulthy men
hoservice, and wilie In a few "swagger" regi-

Ptý ractically ail thle offleers are meni ef large,

and eome of very large, means, yet the great majority
of the 1,032 offlcers in 'the regular armny hall from.
homes that are very far indeed froma anything that
eau be called wealthy. "Bralns go luto the engineers
and artillery." And the just-jolued subaltern In the
I*sappers" or the "gunuers" rep the reward of his
brains in the shape of increased pay, a subaltern in
the engineers drawing $2.30 a day and one in the
artiliery $1.82 a day. Thus It is possible for the
Young "sapper" to live n bis. pay from the first, and
officers. lu the engineers are nouted as being, in the
main, of inexpensive tas-tes.

It would be true to say of the average Britishi off!-
cer of to-day that lie finds lis pleasure ln bis work.
The number of those who are lnclined to view their
work rather as a mere adjunct to their pleasure has
fur long been ou the decreýase. Fond o! ail nianly
sport tho Britishi officer is-and it is well that lie
should be. But Iu thie great majority o! regiments
there bas been a very netîceable tendency, of recent
years, to dîscountenance suci sports as necessitate
an exorbitant expenditure. Messes are less extrava-
gant. The presence of the teetotaller ln tlie mess,
room ls far froun Infreqluent, wliereas less than half
a century ago it would have excited more astonish-
ment than would that of a polar bear. Officers study
their mon more. Tiiere ls no "hall fellow well met"
air about the former lu their intercourse with the
latter-that would flot be iu consonance wlth the
general system, o! discipline favoured by the Britisli
ln ail waiks o! life. But the men know that their
officers are solicitous for their welfare and that tliey
are loyal ta the core to thir regiments.

Iron Von Kluk
Kaivsei"s M3ain H-ope ini the WestG0 over the whole llst o! the Kaiserse generals,

as you find thema recorded now and then lu
the newspapersý, and there is noue that
means so mucli to tlie average reader as the

bean and tirelees Von Kluk, who la said by a cele-
brated Dutcli milltary critie to, be the Kaiser's only
hope lu tlie West- It ls some while now since this
stubboru person o! war Iturned froin the grand mardi
upon Parie te take Charge of the retreatlng riglit
wlug of the Germau army. Tint riglit wiug bas been
tlie liard rock o! German -offense and defense 110W

these many weeks. It lias been badly mauled by the
British, nagged at by the Belgiane, and hammered by
the Frencli. But somnebow ne niatter wihat happens
lu some otber Part of the Une, Von Kluk always
manages to get men and guns enougli ou that wing
to keep the Alles' left extremely busy.

When you admit that Kluk 1s a man et iron who
lias elevated the German riglit wIng luto a cliapter
of world frlstory, you bave admitted most that la of
great menit among the German general staff lu that
region. Most o! -the other head officers are effete
grand dukes and blusterlng crowu princes of sover-
elgn sta-tes. Eluli la tlie eterual batterIngýram. Hie
lias found eut by 110W that "Frencli's coutemptible
littie army," as the Kaiser called It, Io the most

terrific aud uncontemptible force -that lie ever ex-
pected to encounter.

Kluk is net a nolileman. Hie got to the nebullty by
bard work. Like Hinden'burg, lie le a veteran of
botli the Austrian war in1 1866 and tlie Frauco-Prus-
sian war. Hie remained plain Kluk tilI lie became a
colonel. Then the Kaiser dubbed hlm "Von." He
is said to looki like a Roman; ho lias a -too'tlbrusli
moustache and is higlily popular witli bis men, wliom,
he does not pitilessly sacrifice te the machine like
the grand dukes and crown princes do.

Muci, liowever, as we may be compelled to admire
Kluk, we shall consider hilm a greater benefactor
to the worIld at large .when his, riglit wing lias become,
a broken pinion.

Neutral Nations
Lord Bryce Expresses Blis Views

ISCOUNT BRYCE, wlio lias several tImes beeu
lnCanada, botù. before lie became Britishl Am-

bassador at Washington and afthrwardsi, bas
given bis views Ito the press concernlng neutrai
nations and the war. As Lord Bryce lias jus't quit
representing England at the Capital of the greatest
neutral nation lu the world, lis views are of par-
ticular iuterýest. Wrltlng lu tlie London Daily-
Chronicle, after surveying the wiole ground of Eng-
land's relations to Germauy and otlier nations lu thls
war, lie isays:

"lHistory declares tiat no nation, liowever great,
is eutitled to, try to, Impose Its type o! civilization,
on others. No race, unot even the Teutonic or the
Anglo-Saxon, is entitled te, caim the leadership of
humanîty. Eacli people lias lu its tîme coutributed
somnethIng that was distiuctlvely Its own, -and the
world ts far riclier tliereby than if any one race, ýhew-
ever gifted, had estaibllahed a permanent ascendancy.

"We of the Angqo-Saxon race do flot dlaim for
ourselves, any More than we admit ln ethers, auy
riglit to dominate by force or to Impose our ewn
type o! civilîzation on less pewerful races. Perliaps
we have not that assured conviction of its superllorlty
Whlch the schlool e! Generai Beruhardi expresses for
the Teutons of Northl Germ.any. We know hew munch
we ewe, even wlthiu our own Islands, ta the Celtic
race. And tliougl we musit admit that -peoples of
Anglo-Saxon stock bhave, lîke others, made some
mistakes and sometimes abused thelr streugtli, let
it be remembened whut have been the latest acte tbey
have done abroald.

"The United Staites have twice wl.tbdrawn their
troops frein Cuba, whîchl tliey Could easlly have re-
talned. Tliey have resisted ail temptations, to, aunex
any part of the territories o! Mexico, lu whicli the
lves and preperty ef their citîzens were for tbree
yeairs In constant danger. So BÉItain aiso, SIX years
ugo, restored the axnplie self-government te tbe two,
Southi African Re-publics (havlng already agreed t<>
the maintenance on equal terme of the t)ut<eh
language>, and the citîzens o! those Republics, whIcli
were lu arms against ber thinteen years ago, have
110W spontaneeusly cemne forward to support lier by
arme, under tbe gallant leader Wbo then Commaude<I
the Boers."

A STRANGE LOAD FOR A TRAWLER

tano Harbour has seen many a Beilian trawler llke this crowded with refugees from Ostend. Enct.
land le the klnd oid mather of Europe.


