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,ig the story of hov a lite raryt
'kes his knocks from the cold
as cheerfully as any com-

il Ira veller.

rH. A. CODY
F"The Frontiersman"' anld "If A Man SIi."

-Tiean those p.rotu-berances one 'bas recel-ved
FOa-e <rernete ancestors, anti w-hidi adora

POnof one's -anatomy. Neither are t-bey
8-riuu-s enlargements cau-sed by the receptloei

y Mf tien refoction-silps f rom as manY mnaga-
b, n0. 'lby are the bumps une got4 a-fter

rOrn ou-t several typewrtters (1 bore re-fer
in-)>, untoid scores o! pes, and hiae

Y jicrea-sýet thbe revenue M -the Post Office

ýut in postage etani. Thte humpse about
Wils-h te speale are dbuse wbt-eh corne a-fte-r

t- bcok 'bas been publîsçheti. Havtng alreadY
h elgbt brain,obildrexi intu thbe world, 1 canl

LIY sPeak with a certain degree ef au-thoritY.
9 barI< now over t-be past y-earsýo Mmy
E, an author, 1 -am remîindeti o! thbe bu-mps
iveý in~ riding over a cou-ntry corduroY-road.
ienlY speoti from t-he fim gro-und upen thbe
Mut abnicrsity. The bumsps corne li su-oh
CSu$lon t-bat you ha-ve lit-tle or no time for
It la atter "-u are over, with every bose

>0dy tachoti, t-bat youu begin to geot mati, tear
r, andi say tbings. O! course it doesn't de ome

Suod, for the corduiroy-i'oat staMs5 at y-ou as3
S the reply ta y-our le.tter of Indig-natio)n

l' Pu~blic W-orks IDepartinieot. Y-ou have
,re'lieved your feeinigs,, asnd tbat ia Worthb

roece-ved on thbe llt-erary
first book hati boen pub-

7 exialteti, andi you irnagineti
)ur towm, to sa-y -sot-ing of

y-Ou

JL. A VE ve a national sense of humour? Nationally-perhaps not. But me have humorisis. This

AAspecies of contributor to the gayety of na'ions seems to spring up regardless of environmen. f

ve were a race of humorizers n'e should not need the humorisi. We are a serious people. We

take ourselves seriousi y. So did the United States, and Mark Twain came up as a saf et» valve. If

ýthe United States, in Mare Twain's dayv, ha-d not taken itself more seriouslv than a-ny other peo ple in

the world, Mare Twain vould have rema-ined Samuel T. Clemens, Jound in a-ny business directorp.

If we were noi a serious-minded people ive shquld have ha-d no need of Sam Slicie in his day, or in

the present generation of such as Stephen Leacoce, of Mo.ntreal, Peter McArthur, of Appin, Ont.,

and H. A. Cody, of Si. John, N.B. The article hereDith on Literar y Bumps is real humour. It map

not cause tears of laughter, but it con tains a q:jiet snigger in every para graph. The a-ut hor is not

usually advertised as a humorÎst. His bookes are not humorous. But he has had enough expe

ences as a literar»; man toe be able Io express the humours of the business of writing bookes. All »'ho

read bookes should appreciate what he says. Those who intend to write bookes should-aIe notice.

counteti thle nunber anà fou-xd that there was one

les.- Somebody bati the temerity te rnake a pur-

cta-se. You walted until it-be end of the week before

9,onturixig near again, andi then y-eu foundt the copies

ai there exceptliig three. Yes, tbree had ar.tu-ally

beein piîrcbased ou-t of the w-bol row!

0O sud4ten hiat been te bu-mP, like the leap upon

S- thxe corduroy road, t-la-t for a whii8 you we

dazed. Then you got mai, tore y-u-r haiT, and saiti

thi-ngs. You were nlot a pleasant comnpaniof Le live

witli, andi fer thbe salte o! peace i te bouse you

strolleti down town. Halre you were accosteti by an

acqu-aifitance, a p>romiielt dry gouds mercbafit. He

was glati to meet you, anti congratuated y-ou upon

your ilterary euccess. "I bave not read y-ou-r book

y-et,"1 he told y-ou, "but 1 arn anxloesly waï.tiflg until

it la in the Public L-ibrary. Tbey are se slow in

getti-ng thbe new boeks there, I wtsh y-ou would

stir thexu up-"

.Yeu felt like say-ing sometbIng in reply nlot re-

cordeti in ly Writ. Bu-t y-ou looked wîse, qpeened

pleau-ed, and passed on y-our w-ay. It vas the sanie

wth s-everal ether acquaiaîitaiCOS you met. They

were ail euccessful business mflon, end t-bey, too, were

wa1,xgfor your booke to lie piacei xI the library.

'h~ey hoped t-ha-t there would lie several copîesý, su

thlat they wou-ld sot have ta watt tee long.

TrHEN it waz t-bat Yeu west home and diti sosie
h.-ard tbinki>ng. yuu otayed awako aIl nig'bt

worlkiUg out y-ou-r ,plan, andi the next murning you

visî-tet y-ou-r busineffs acquaiaitaflces, andi presoxiteti

t-o t-hemn a defisite proposition for t-ho good of the

comtnity in genOrSl. Your -plan was as simple as

thbe working of a Publit Library. Get t-le Oity Fn.tbors

t-o procure a large, SuItale bui1ld'ing, andi niaie 2

ltioieral grant 'o! nuney. A-pply -te te 'Gorernmeft fer

a-sot-ber grant. Pro-videla staff ot competeuit -workers,

w-boss duty 1< would be te ltee-p on hanti lai boxes or

or s-boives muet o! t-ho t-hings needei lin any hou-se-

hoId. The inî eost wlould bie In the first purchase.

-AIl aticles Mf wearlnxg .apparl would bé kept there,'
eooein-g utes-isl, tu-mitutre, andi the mesy et-ber

thixigs whidi are generally >urcha-sed. By t-bis

arrangemient, whe-n a mani needeti a pair of braces

ail he wuld bave to do w-au-d le t-o go te thbe

(Cosuodity Ceut-re, andi secure the- use of a pair for

fourteen day-s. At the -ed o! t-bat time he could

ta-be th'e bm-ces_ bacle, get a sew pair diliferent in

-- sty-le andi coi-unr, or a colla-r, neck-tie, or wbatfever

ho w-anted. A w-orn e-nid have t-be use of a shirt,

biat, or a-ny(h-ing else she deaIreti tor tw-o wees.

For t-le ki-tchen -a man cou-Id obtaîn a-nytbi.ng, froin

a ýknlfe to a coohirig stove.' By this plan nlo one

would get tirot o! 't-e things about hMa I>ouse, as

thers alway- woulè h,ý a variety. It was a fine Idea,

ause people to spend mefleY upon such thingî wben

bey couId have the use of tiien -for nothing?

As you ou-tlined you-r plan, yen- became so enthus-

astic that you dld net notice the startled expression

pon the faces o! your acquiftanfces. They 1iètened

atiently until you were throvgh, and then roly

isked yen w'hat effeet su-ch an arrangement wou-ld

have upon the business bouses li the town. You toid

them tbat it wou-ld be the sanie as upon pu-blishing-

bouses and author5 ini geiieral. But they %book their

îeads and toid y-ou that it wouldn'.t work in their

case., A book is a luxury and loît a necessl.ty, tiiey

inforxned you. When you reminded theni that the

main cost of living to-day ornes through people

purchasifg luxuries, and nlot thle real necessities o!

lfe, t'hey replied iliat ail the goods tbey handled

were -necessiti-s, andi that people ou-id s-at possIbly

iîve witbout them, sucI as new Easter -bats, auto-

mobiles, ice-cream, chooiates, and snobh like. That

w-as tbeIýr settieti conviction, and t'bough, you reasoned

with theni, i-t made net the slightest difference.

W-liat applieti teo thedr gouds was flot at ail applicable

te y-our book. W-hen yu left, and the mserchants

met one anether, tthey referred to y-our scbeme, and

s-ady said, "Poor felltow, bis new boulk bas affeted

his b>rain,"
You then "-nt ta the City Fathers andi presenteti

y-aur plan for the improvemnft of the community.

Yen were at once sown te dour, and y-ou were

fortunate li not being kleet dowmitadlrs. Yu hail

'already wrlteu tu te Government, anid after some

delay you reqcelveti a, curt letter infurmIng you that

yo'ur plan hat n-at met wlit'h approval, as It woul4

be a fatal ble-w te the business finms in y-aur town.

By the time y-ou bad partiaily roocovered froni thEose

byrnps, the book-revews of your masterpiece, "Th«

Golden Thiread," -had beguxi te arrive. Yen had sent

five hard-oar'nýed dolars to a Press Clippisg Concerni,

and you h-ad expe-oteti great tbings. Even thbougt

the peupyle of y-ont «wn t-own did not appreclate y-ou-r

efforts, cthe critics -wou]d. Tliey, a-t leu-t, would give

-ou complete jus-tice, a-nd wmoulti write long articles

announ,clng te t-be weri-d that a new literary luminar?

bhad suddenly swung intu view. This Idea had buoyed

yen up tbirough ail ds;ccuragemienfts, andi so with

eager haste you exasxined yonr fîret bundie of reviewa.

AND whbat diti you find? Just..*ce? A fair a-nd
'A1 impartial crttlclsm o! your book? An atteispt

to comprehefd and appreciate the author's motive

lin wriing te 9tory? No, uothing of the kisti. 1?

tbey had beon justly crtIca&1 you w<iuld sot have

careti se mu-ch. But thbe fin-t glance plainly ýsbowed

ths.t the reviewOl5 ihad sot ta-hon the trouble to read

the book, but hadt skipped lhreugh It lliee grase-

boppers, piclng out a passage (here anid t-bore, toet-
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