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WEinvite readers to make use ofthese columns, and an effort
will bc made to publish ail in-

teresting letters received. The large
amount of correspondeRxce which is sent9
us lias, hitherto, made.it impossible for
every letter to appear iu print, and, lu
future, letters received frorn subserili-
ers wili receive first consideration. A
frieud of the magazine, offering a kind-
ly criticism, writes that the Çorrespond-
ence columu has at times an air of
rnotony, as one 'wrlter after another
follows the àamé phraseoioü. We ,wisli
to warn o ur cori'espondents againet this
common error. A littie independent
thought will help'mutual developmnent,
and readers of the Monthiy wili :find
valuable aid ln the study of the many
instructive articles by eminent men that
appear front montli to montli.

Farmers' Wlves Have a Better Time of
It Than Plate Makes Out

,I, ask., May, 1913.:
Dear Editor:-I was reading the April

number of the W.H.M. and came acroBs
a letter frorn a -person who signe hlm-
self Plato. 1 read his letter through end
wheu 1 had corne to the end I thought
that he knew very littie about the farm
and its surrouudings. He says lie
wonders at so many women taking up
the cudgel on behalf of farrn life. 1 don't
think he needs to *yonder at ail, for if he
was around here where I arn, le would
not meet a woman who is not satisfied
with her lot on the farm. 1 have heard
women -vhose husbands have business
places lu the city advising young women
to becomeý farmers' wives, so I thiuk
Plato's reasoning is a littie out there.
Again, he says, "«If lie were f orced to live
at either place he would choose the
city." but my choice la the farm Hlow-
ever that la nothing as everyone lias his
or lier own likes -and' dislikes. Plato
says again that "no one can deny that
country if e is narrowing and knowledge
is bound to be one-sided that is gained
only by reading." I wonder where he
got his knowledge from. By reading, or
did lie ever go to sehool I arn pretty
sure that lie gained it by reading, as
lis is very mudli one-sided on the farrn
question anyway. Neither do ail the
farmers who make their fortune rush to
the city as Plato terme it. Re also says
that in the city the poorest enjoy the
pleasures that are denied the farmer.
A statement I very mudli doubt, f or I
cannot see wliere the poor people eau
enjoy themaelves in the way Plato
means, wlien they are almost starving,
and there are thousands of those in the
cities, even in proaperous Canada. No,
that takes a little thinking. It seems,
to me that Plato is writing about olden
times for lie certainly cannot be up-to-
date on sucli mattera. The wornen on
the farrns are sometimes out driving and
visiting neiglibors, such like doesn't seem
ail work if Plato could see them sorne-
times. And as far as music is con.
cerned, I1liave yet to go to a house
where there la not a musical instrument
of some kind, and good musicians too. I
have heard more music aince I carne to
the West tlian any other place. We
have aiso a church lere that gets a
larger congregation than any of the
towns around us, and tlie nearest town
is seven miles. -I hope that when Plato
writes again about farmers' wives lie
will have more modern ideas, not those
of 1882 and 1883.

Pippen.

The Funnel-Forrned Fiend
A coppery-yellow sky, duIl grey at edge,
Heat that moved in oppressive wavea or

lay
A smothering pali o'er the land. No

breeze was there;
Neyer a grass-blade stirred. The beasts
Scented the air in suspicion, lied them
Together in herds, and in a stampede of

terror
Souglit the nearest coulee. Wary young

prairie fowl,
Clcar-visioncd saw ln yon low-Iying

cloud,

Small yet as a man's hand, perchance
their old enemy

Tlie hawk, and flew acrearning away to
safety,

Only human guessed not that danger
approached,

Then 'mid the silence of nature, the

Awaiting it, knew not what, was rent
aud scorehed

As if by vengeance, long held in check,
but now

Breakîng its bouda, and thirsting for
blood.

Out fron the mouth of hell it burst,
blazmng

Ita trail of woe,-a comet-hike fiend.
waiting flot

To count toll, but sweeping before it,
like liouses of cards,

Ail that iay in its path. With a sudden
roar tliat drowned

Seream ansd prayera of the stricken it
passed;

One more moment, and it lias gone, The
.sun

Hlaif rimmed in its setting senua one
golden shaft

Over the gloorn of death and destruction
bolow.-E. G Bayue.

A Western Former
Aita., May, 1913.

Dear* Editor and Readers :-I have
beeu a reader of the W.H.M. for over
two years and t hink it is a fine paper.
I arn a fariner lu sunny Alberta, and I
have hornesteaded four years, and have
made a great success of it. I find it a
litie bit hard to get &long baching and
working somucli land, but I quite agree
with Dido lu the May number. I arn
24 years of age, so I go by what he says,
I wiil soon know my owu mmnd. 1
think that "Maple Leaf" put in a very
good letter. It in true, a woman cannot
work outside and inside ai; the smre
tirno. I would neyer expeet a woman to
do àany- outdoor work unleas it was
absolutely unecessary. As f ar as the
badhng part of« it goes I fare pretty
well, but I long to 'see the day when I
wif11 have a wife of my own to cook for
me. Now, girls I wlll be giad to hear
frorn any of you, who may care to
write. I wiil answer ail letters. My
address wiil be with the Editor, and I
wiil aigu myseif

Bachelor Bill.

How Xuch Influence Ha. a Woman lu
a Man'. Lif e

Man., May, 1913.
Dear Editor :-In iookiug througli the'

Corespondence colurnu of tlie W.H.M., I
notice tliat there are some new subjects
introduced for discussion from tirno to
tirne, and I think that the "Power of
Influence" introduced by Feru lu the
May issue is a good subjeet-to conider.
"ýHow mucli influence lias a womau lu a
m"n'a life T» "How closely must sho
corne lu contact with hîrn in order to
influence him T" Now these are liard
questions to answer, but as I have been a
lonely wanderer, I have smre ides what
effeet the influence a wonu las ou a
man lu that position. I have worked ou
the farrn as a farrn laborer and also at
odd jobs lu town. I have worked on the
gangs at railroad construction and also
ini the logging camps, and everywhere
you go, it seems to be natural for the
man to seek the soiety of the woman.
Why ahould this bel The power of
their influence is an attraction to them. i
1 asked a young football player once, if
lie was going to play lu the club'a team
this eaon, and lie answered, "«I have
signed on, but I have no girl yet," sud 1
asked why the girl? and lie answered,
"When I know that there ia someone
looking, I ean do a great deal botter
than I cau when I have nobody at ail."
And I believe that lie was riglit. The
influence of a lady friend will put energy
nto a man A sympathetie smile will

lif t the burden off the weary wanderer,
and a arnile of approvai for a service
doue, wiil win you muai respect. I
will close now signing myseif

Busy Body.

Nov Rrmswlok NMudait ToehImm.
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