
THE WESTERN HO0ME MONTHLY

mey fourth yeur, for there in a y&u
ru» off fi. At thie mme time, a
mariting Another peculiarity of mi
aiready cited in connection with this fin
every fourth year the swarm ta Mau
àa greatly in exeemi 6f the former thw
Among fluber and cannery men t]
years ame known as "big" and "lma
ou; the various great rivers have dt
own big >'ears occurring at yem differe
frome".htlî on the Fraser, 191
abould have be» a bg y=in the MIc
But owing to, thé already retd accidei
of the ropik alide i1913, and thé faA
that toc, many salmon wee taken, a"
nat enougli allowed toreach the spawnir

p6unds, thé taire wua sueely affectei
Iformer tuna the aockeye vau tiéjief speg " ken by thé unneryma

and thé dog ad humpbuwerw bardi
bothored with. In 1917, however, thm
lutter filb we sold as hîgli as fifty cent
&ise, while other apecies, tae.»fc
table une brought au high as 20 cents
CouMd, w" a1ew yearsfbrmerly a whol

IIlenuld b.e bouglit for théeaie matie'
And in 1918 the people of the countr
wllpu dearly for tiroir salmn. A
Off whinl directly due toi proper ou
servation methods not being exerted.

Thé samia ake .b y fiuhérme i
gasoline and mualin# boots, the latter beina
ehifly used in(Janadisa waters. A fee
ai thonboat@ makes a uikingIypictur.squ
sight éo0ming i from the grounde, théi

brm.Whepr flshing with dit anet
in the open maesthe boat@ are towed out ià
loi 8 strings by a steamer about twx
heurs before sundown, se théy reaclitbw
romde just à5ttne te op"their meti
ht beflote thé orb off day disappear.

'Ï-is latoa void thé phohre, for m tes
swdwn any objéct drôpped intd thé oeu

in affeced se as to become plainly visible.
With thé nets tbis wo.rld bc diamtrous.
When fishing with drift nets in théeriver
the mmn work botir day a"dmegt
Mis ivs them mn heur té a» hour
oif hhng i every six. Wben flahiag in
open vater thé fleet arrves buck at the
cannery a littié mter sun up, and unIoad
upen great recoiving scova, wheré taily.
men courit the llsh eacli manbau taken.
With the exception of spring nalmon,
the flsherinen are paid sei much apiee
for esch fish imrspective of ase. The

265 mtsa peo for fish. utl
Whntescow hms taken thé hJ

catch it cornes inté the cannery md thé
firh are tbrown on to the elevator whicb
carries them, té the furt room kngewn au
thé gut shed. 1ere ina a ondérful
machine, almoat huma», and called thé
ibon Chinainan. To it the fiareamed
one at a tume but with great rapidity.
It cuts off the head and ti and cleatiS
tire body. From thé "Chinaman" the
salmn go on a conveyor beit te the
washngtroughis, virere men»and vomen
generailChinese, Indians sud Japanese
thoroughy scrub thre fish i trougl
supplied by contiually flowing fréali
water. This ia known as ae-ing. The
perfectly dlean fish now moves te the
suicer. Tis outs the flsh inte atreaka
varying nii size according ta thé kid o
cana being used. The chieflyr used are
knnwn as "tallansd "fla ts'a'ndlinid
one pouud and hlaf weight.

Fromi thé slicer thé steaks atay an
heur in the picklé barrels fi4çd witli salty
vater. They théti go ta thé tins. These
are losded about a tbousaud at a lime
on te, trucksansd wheeled iite the steel
cooking moons, whcre thé fishi is ceokéd
four heurs by steami process. 'lhle tinncd
salmon is then broughit out, cooled
labelléd sud cased, generally forty-eight
tinis ta a case. These are pilcd awaiting
thé arrival of thé coasting steatmers.

Tlhis, in b ief l the histery of thle
salmon from rthereg te thé tin. Somne
of the stages oift he lufe ai this nieat
valuable ef.fish mian is familiar witb, but
they are but a bni pari af the whoie
hisfîîry of this mysterieus and wondérful
denizen of the deep. And in elosing, thé
woîrls 'of duit fametîs scientiat and
p>l lisop lier, Ih'iiri Fabre, when speaking
of t hi' gnal, mai' v well I>e repeat cd: "Lufe

* !.î iîlaliîîî:îlesvecrt1. Huinati know-
Ilege ~Nvlll'e er:iseîj from the archives
of t few woril efore ,e lossess thre last
w id t iliaIt lie gîlit lias te say te uà.''
Tihis,ito of ifte salîtioti.

-1 doiît like Nevv York, itier,'' said
tu e i t t le giril. -IEvervtIlii ig i ut '11(.11a
liîirry'-eteîit1 e %%jil. '

B y te G race of Joan
By E. G. Paynec

*NE oi the most remiarkable
(and perhafle met sgnfcant>

feaurs o tiswar isthe
absolulé immunity villi whicli
statues and pictures of thé

Maid of Orleans bave came tbrough fire
sud bobabrdment."-Press Depatch4

We had occasionally read items in the
pepers ike thls,'but we generally passed
them up vith a knowing mule. Préss
agent dope! Oh, se! Anything ta
spering a tbrifl on thé for back home
whén re4 an aneye vassuffering a

Well, we bave learnéd bettér.
of94 hope this isn't going to e hmaother
off toeblood-und-thiunder w a tories."

1 béat semebody posa. icf those
writérsWho* work tiroir imlagination
overtime on thé battie stuif vould leuve
it te the Oum'Who bave rcaly experi-

M. fi-hl Podds and I have really
"xomenééd it at firet handieseo don't
jump on me, piem.se. w. be»
*iroug e ot af it lnom thé finit battle
off Y ie ', mnd ve are stfli on strang

;WIhad just finised readimg one
of thons items about Jum'a marvelous .
esupos It vas in thé Moraigg Chroniclé
--a greasy, mud-spatterod, month-old
copy--and we vêeeittingi i iront Une
trench waitùig for Fritz te apen Up, as

A ixtyqound king salmon.

héuaulY did just at that ghastly heur
off h vter day». Podds had abit of
candie and ve were sharing thé féeble ray
betveen us, hé néading over for thé
lventy-aevent time ýa letter from iris

girl meived aéverajl/days; belote. Wé
both bail item Seýahiev, but I cmn
tel you it's a long long vay ta the
Qu'Appelle Valley item whre we vere,
and atull are.

"Isay, did you ever sec anc ai these
lamons statues af tire girl warrier?"
1 asked Podds.

"Yep. Countrv's full ai 'ému," hé
repled "Don 't 'you remember tiat
swélt anc on horse back it front ai Rhimrts
Catiredral?"

"Was that ber?" 1 askéed lunocentiy.
'Tes, bondliead. Sire la the spirit ai

France, thé guiding star of ita destin v
ne to speak. The nîost. devant srnong the
Frenehl elieve that sire actuaily saves
moils, that ber invisible forni lcads thre
troops to-day to vietory, just as ber
meal forîn rode before tire Frenchi arniy
centurics agi, itnsliruiig courage i tleir
shrinkiîighrt.

'"Oh, 1 itlI'-
'Tin ol ' mlx iliîg voil what thev

Ibelieîe-t l)e mliplh îîeas:îat folk liei--
aibo(ut.-

''"Deo vou 1' "x livv II 'Ilicdoes 1
demanded.

Hé sbrugged 'iuIlr. a trick lie
lad learnied fri t . ' 1iw 'hasseuîrs uithtîe
billets

that ceeking of Ih lustiiere soiti,-
tlîiîgit nt in teheitiatta'

"It certaiuly was close te a miracle,"
1 are.

"Aud thén Vérdun-with only that one
namrw road léit ta thé Frenchi te gét
suppliés and men-up te thé farta. 'Thé
Huns awept everytiring else with sheil lire.
Think ai that, one road chock-fuII ai
transptrt wagons day sud night! 'Thé
maid waiksalong this rosd,' said a simple
littie Poilu te bis captai», and in that
short statémént was cmbodiéd thé man's
whole philosolphy."
.At this moment aur officer, thé ane in

comnand of aux platoon, rounded thé
intrsctngtrench sud

canumr-o W re e wee stting.
"McDermott, sud you Podds, I vaut

you tva te go back te IL- and bring
up that consignme»t of bomb, or find
out wbat bas happened te thé army
transport. I've béé» trying ta telephone,
butemetingmqueeredoroonnetio&r,'
lie nid, and ve could deteet an accent
of deep aniéty in has voice. "Go at
once,' one a littlé ahead ai thé other, se
that if oné ai you-.

He broke off significantly and ve rose
and nodded. These bomba should bave
arrived bours ago, as a raid bac bée»
arranged for fivé-thirty.

"Go dowu te trench three, climb thé
parapet thére and fellew thé noad te thé
,wood on thé léit," hée contiuéd, recovér-
mng bhsaid mannér aifcool courage.
"Thé» akint thé vood, unies. thé bom-
bardment coules on before you get that
distance in vincli case you'l bave te go
through thé wood, viricli il! taire
'longer. Don't rau any faoo risika but
earry thé ménsage te Garcia. Do you
lt me?"?

There vas nothing we wouldn't bave
done for him. Silently we noddéd and
paoed dewn te trench tirée. We bath
knew thé risk vé tan in crossing open
territery under thé almost continuons
dam ai thé Instar-sheila whici exposed
evéry moving abject te tioee watchiul
eremy eyes. Néither of us thought so
mucli ai danger tirougir, uer even of eut
bounde» duty, as ai thé fact that ve were
doing soeéin for aur plateau cem-
mander. He vas thé most lavable aficer
we had évér known.

Nov 1 amn going te skip a vhole lot of
local celer, war atmospheré, description
of dadg~ sheila (you neyer ai
dode tyou knav, you juat tm

You do becau8e you neyer, ai course, héar
ire »ne that's méant for you, it' pute
'ou out ef business too spéédily), and I
bhail sparé yeu thé account of thé awful
gound-mixed snow sud mud and putrid
water suid disintégrating cadavera-and
shail only say thatwe each got long with1
v he i n until we réachéd a certain

rossmroa nd theré abservéd thé tardy
transport crawling cautiously along te the
rront witir that precions laad ai munitions.'
It was just a question whether it would
iaké thé distance before day», but vé
ruldn't help any. We knéw it was
loingthe béat it could. Our littie tpr
ldbeUn a sert af wild-goosé chase, trdiptwas up te us te lok eut for aurselves t
iw. Wé vête nearly four miles from' o
tir little vêt home itheé trench, tirée e
rom thé village ai L-, it was géttiug
S teward dayligbt sud we veré trying fl
o décide wlietber ta maké a rau for it NI
id follow tirat transport or procéed teo0

-and chancee thé return trYp i inh
lée evenmng. s
We wéré hurriedly debiating tis ques- tl
io wben a sheil camue along unéxpectedly w.
id decided it for us. ' It 'made sucli ae.
ipus and camé se close that we igno-

iuiiîeusly l)eat it in thé direction ai thé p
iliage anîd 'vhen we paused for hreatb

be ond thiat mwe had heen bit hy flying l14
'igments. Podds ratdier seriously. *lis ty
.01111d w:s in tthe leg. 'ie oanardinett
aý. ini full swing I)v this turne and tlie

rth quaked under' us, so we an onti
reily knoîving ivhere wve intcnded to tii

ing tip bt iooking for somne shieiter li(
ivh asý a %%<xîd or a shieil liole. to
Podds fainted once anrd 1 had to cjrrýr to
in for iîearlv a mile. 'l'lien I spied a'IL%
t le eitil îîe one of thlose quainrt
one huil(Iïu'.-s x' îîh a bell towcr alid a se,
'SS. :Md< a t1ugpole sticking tup ii in (4 nf
ontt \ irtd. li li:iîl lit tle or no rouf to, a
)ak (if. hait i derzi leai eqiciiî
no distanit period froi Fritz's l'îg gilis,lie

t niî t ii tix uiuliig " graieftlx-
an d jI '.k.ad 111) l'oddlîs x 'î as

Id , \11 ' l ()"'(" :hId tlien i 1 I

guess we both must have either slept or
swooned for a time. Anyway the next
thigIknew, soneone was prodding mie

1 rolled over, opened my eyes and sat
up. Two meni stood there 'one a littlc
cockney sergeant of an Engiali regiment,
and the other a Hun and evi.dently bii
prisoner.

"'Ello," said the former cheerily.
"Wot's 'htppened to you bligters?"l

In afew»Words I toldbhim.
"Grite scott, wot luck!" he exclaimed.

"'Ere 1 been 'opi' an' pryin' fer to
knock hinto some pe'rson as speaks God's.
Iangwidge an' 'ere you are! I'm fed hup
listenin' to tis cove 'ere an' tryin' to
myke 'im hout. I s'y, that chap heaide
you lôoks done i. Give 'lin a shot o'
this 'ere bellywash. it 'Il buck 'lin
hup."

I took the battered water-bottle with
the Germn enpign on the sign (it had
evidently lUeen taken from the prisoner)
and poured some of the contenta between
Podds' white lips. He had lost a good
deal of blood, but I bad a good firni
tourniquet on bis leg. Presently he came
te, and, thougli very weak and sick,
at Up.

Almost the fiast words lie said were:
«'I told you sol"~

This was spoken in bis half-bantering
way and lie poited Up te the teacher's
platformbehid us where, in an alcove
of the wàIl looking down over what had
once been the pupil's forma, utood a
white marbie-or perliaps it was plaster-
figure of Joan of Are. Aithougli ail about
ber was indiserininate destruction she
stood forth unhsrmed amid the debria.
Cruinbling wafla, weather-beaten wood-
work, rai.-soddeh books and mapa,
broken furniture-ailf tld the- terrible
tale. But Jôarj rose from amongst' the
desolation like a pure' white flaine, the
very incarnation of immutability! Anid
it wasn't ber alcove thaCh ad ssved ber,
for the arch enly was léft a.nd behind her
we could seç the duli Deember landsé 1 pp
jqed a littie flurry of snow failing.

"My word!" declared the sergeaut,
softly. "«This is the plyce where thirtjr
children were killed by a aheil. Ii
flot superstitious but te, ply syfe hi sbel
cross myseif like I sec> the poilus doinig
bat their mass."

And he crosscd blinacif earnestly.
"Whiat time of day is it?" ske Podda.
"The sun-wot there was-'las gene

down loÙg since. Hi sliould fawncy ;t
te be six or sevén of the clock,"snswered
the sergeant.

Whst was the use of mentionig hunger
when there was nothhing witb whieh te
satiafy it? So we buddled tegether itbe
only slieltered corner of the place and
bried not te talk. dismally, a feat that lias
been mastered by tbe Britial Tommy snd
tvhich we Canadians are rapiqly learnmg.
When things are goig smoothy and the
goose bangs higb, our friend, T. Atkins,
is a confirmned grouser, -but be la the
cbeeriest seni alive under conditions that
would make even a Spartan shrik.

Not that we thougbt ourselves i any
great peril. We were juat atfckig round
util dark when Podds and 1 would returu
to 'the trench, and the sergeant proeeed
on his way to the village with his hostage.
At, least Podds thought hé would return
r> thé firing line and ive humored hlm so
Fras to seem to assent. But has fever

was mounting steadily snd wé ruade up
3ur minds to rush him back te the base
iospital as soon as the mérciful darknés
et in. The assiduity of a Hun sniper
ras what hsd driven 'the sérgeant ite

îe sehool-housé and hé entértied us
vith a graphie account of has wonderful
cape.
"'Ad hi been a 'Un noi, hi should 'ave

)t this 'ere bounder betuween the sniper
îand nie, but that's not plyin' thé gy me "
îsaid.- "'Ere you, wot tykes you teO
hat window se hoften?"
The l)risoner, who seemed restîcas, had

'npacing about, stopping fromn time te
nme at, the gaping hole across from, us
bat h-ad once been a window. From it
e (ou1ld look over the sheil-torn fields
1) lie east, aeross two miles of country

'vlw-hre -1 Yello)w gash in a hilfiside far
va.v inarked a fiank of ftle enemv ulnes.
-TIhe b)liter'sloeme' lauighed tiergeaniit, anîd J)ttflN a deck of cards ot

a J>< pcket of hs 1> 0 l liv n ifo rm. "''Ave
ali< at ruinmvl, sir .. ,
"I)oîî't sir tule. I said. "Sure. Deal

sat arouind on1 the floor and played
loi ' as Ille h uht pery i tted. Because

i:eÏ :Ii(l ztîîvthing Iablitt fie noise
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