
THE WESTERN HOME MIONTHILY
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Watching from 1 my corner 1 saw thle
door creak open slowly, very slowly, and
then something lotted out the shaft of
light that la y athwart the doorsili. It
resolved itself inta a huinan form.

But this hardly surprised me. What
did amaze Mne was the man bunseif, a tal
chap with spurs, a revolver holster, and
knee boots. Biily is short and rotund and
seldoin gaes armed as 1 understand it is
against the law even in this country.
W'elI, rny midnight prowler stood there
for fully three minutes apparontly listen-
ing intently. Then very quickly he dis-
appeared and had he not left tbe door
open I might have fancied I bad boon the
victim of a nightmare.

"Boggs, I say Boggs!" I called softly
ta the bunk overhead.

"Hello," camne faintly back.
"Look sharp! Ther's a thief or an

Indian or something prowling about. 1
sawhim not a moment ago.":

"A dream, possibly ir,-"
"I tell yau 1 saw hum, and very dis-

tinctly. K-eep perfectly stili like a good

fellow. 1 shall get that oid gun and be
ready for bis next appearance."i y og

"Perhaps it was a ghost, ir"Bp gremarked with a quite audible yawn.

But I told hlm to hush up and crawling
carefully across the room, bumping into
two chairs and the table on my return, I
succeeded in my design and was no
soaner back ini the bunk with the muzzle-
loader than the footsteps again becaIne
audible. Next we heard voices.

"ITwvo of thein!" I mittered, and
crouched lower. Il

"He's here ail right, I heard his snores,"
said the voice that evidently belonged ta
the man I had sWenv

"Be ready then," said the other.
Then the duil ray froin a dark-lantern

bobbed about and presently ho who held
it pushed back the shutter and swept the
roory., It searched me out and remained-
fed. I dodged and it followed me. I

tried ta skIp aside but it trailed me about
as though I were a bally ooeratic star you
know,

"Ho! He's drawing a bead on us,"P
said the first. "Put that gun downl"

"'Here, let me get the bracelets on bu»
before, he starts sometbing," said the
other. "Stay right where you ame Fred,
and keep the doar covered."

"'Corne forward at your peril!" 1 cried.
Bogg, at this point saw fit to put in bie

oar.
"I say, we expect the owner of this

place to return at sny moment and ho will
make it jolly hot for you 1"

The visitors both started and for a
second the searchight left me snd trav-
elled higher.

"Who's that?" demanded the man Who
held the lantern.

"Must ho an accmplis," hausrded
the other one.

And upv came the cover of the lantern
and the rom *as flooded with iht.

"My word!" I gasped, letting my gup
drop with a clang. "It's the Mounted

For our visitors Nvore the scarlet tunioe

s

1 haid understood bis coloquialisms hut
porBoggs was stüliin the dark. 1

dsay, why is the blighter unloading
us out here?" hle demanded, irritably, for
bis fot were asloop.

"Jump down " I ordered briskly
",We'ro gomng to, do a constitutional UP to
the bouse."t

"dAnd don' waste turne knocking an the

door,"' advised the driver. "dJust walk
rigbt in."? n tc

The schooner went ontn tc
gazing after it tiil it was !est ta sight
amang the poplars. Miss Elliott waved
bier handkerchief te m- -i the way.

Weil, we reached the odd littie house
within haif an hour. It was a good
Inle's walk and the path was beastly.

And when wre gat there we walked in

witbout knockiflg as we had been told to

do. A good thing toa for we might have
worn aur knuckles off; there was abso-
lutely nobody about, either in the house
or around the farin.

"Most extraordinary thing. SurelY
Billy and the servants cannot bc i

"Sratsi' jeered Boggs. "Thero

aren't any such people in this land they
Say. You wiil find that Mr. Smith, who
is very probably in the tawn on business,
dae his own chores."

'l' shan't contradict you my dear

felow," I remarked with a glance about
the single roam. "IMy word, it looks lie
it! He seems to have acuesaine
slovenly habits since I sawhum last. 1
say, ary ou hungry?"

"'Ami?"ÏP and my companion's tone was
elaquent.

l'Weil, 1 suppose we shail have ta
rustie the grub as they say out here.
Can you cook eggs, Bogs I see baif a
dozen up there on that dity sheif."

Boggs shook bis head dubiously.
"IWhen 1 was butier for Lady R---

chester 1 occasionally made egg souffle,"
lie observed, "but I have fargotten the
knack."

"Oh well, l'Il seç if I can fry thein.
What is this utersil-a fry-pan or a
skillet?"

"A skillet, I beievo. Shal I kindie a

fire? And ;ou can look in the pantry,
sir, for more edibles. I think 1 see somo
tinned goods."

I got out'sine of the rude crockery and
tinware and we scouted about and found
at-le hread, aiea, and a canister partly
full of tea-a cheap brand but better than
none. Somehow we made a meal but it
was rather awful you knaw.

It was mid-afternoon when we returned
from a rami-le about the estate, having
seen not a living seul anywhere and how
the time passed frain thcn on till dark I

cannnt recail. But it wvas with mingled
feelings Nwe watchied night came down
oVer the great lane foothill land. Here
were we, two utter strangers ta the
country, stranded in this remote spot and
without a iweapon of any kind except an
nid muzzle-loadcr which I had noticed
hanging on the wall. Indians, bears,
wolves, wild hutalo-ail these terrors
Ioomed up in the imagination with
oppressive insistency and it was with
difficulty we made up aur minds te go to
bec!. But we didt finaliy, aftcr another
cheerless imeal.

1 don't know what wakened m~e se
suddenly. It may have been premonition.
At anv rate 1 started up broad awake
sar-ne time in the night. Rlaising myself
"Poni an elbaw I listened intently, but a'
first could hear nothing except the regular
h reathing of Boggs in the hunk above.
The ligit of a full moon streamed in at

one of the dirty little casements and the
few artivles of firniture ini the room could
be faintlv distinguished in their rude
setting. Sa-, convmnced wvas 1 that sane-
thing was wrong I found myvseif unable to
go aslc'ep again, but prescntly 1I wrapped

in-vself in my greatcaat once more and la:
o ()witch for daw,%n. 1 closed my

<w~once and no doul>tnight have suc.
cccddafter a time in falling aslIeep again

hia! not the uninistakable sound of humai
fc),dsteps fallen an n'y ear.

"\hi it's dear aid BilIy returning.,
1 - Âd t') mvsclf.

j'i'~ ucli relieveci I rose to a sittinp
t'1rc nl'Pt conimeflcc'clta hunt aboaut f(i

1>1, waitcoat in a pockct of hich repose(
,'inatchrase. Bint almast at th(

! -1nt, and giving nie scarcelv a secon(

1'L!atever you pyuld cal1 him, began t(
nthe <bar vérycautiously. It mw

- ntense care on his part that warncf
b e on miv guard <Billy ou
<-n %w-Iistling or singing as lie re

lonue.)


