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Saw the Circus
SCURTIS MUAER
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ace $Vry htÉ

llÈýllx ys Uàd-said that pages had bccn
totheUic aiilits wlio owucd these
gnd Ailhurr coiiidý tliem Uic

, b1 - orid. If
Bu t:*si6fgr bak,so Uic

ci-~ u bi"aid iot askýd to put bis

ur tliomghx i tis vcry hard lu<ck,
f if ever 4 boy was anxlous ta seé Uic

"(c et FÜropean Shows" lie was tlhat'
h7. -ArMost evcryonc along the Coountry-
ide wau going, and foe a time lic bad
lioped ta earn enough imoney ta buy a

out. It was quiet and cool. ail around.
Hc would rather bave lad Uic hot, dusty
atmosphère of Uic cif-cus, but Uien if a
.fellow could flot have tht, then fisbiug
was a pretty geôod thing anyway. Arthur
tried ta console himsclf and puslicd off
fron shore. He had taken scarcely a
dozen strokes with Uic paddlc wlicn Uicrc
was a loud cracking of underbrusli fron
behind, accompanied by a shii, strange
cry.

Arthur turncd around sharply. Bxnerg-
ing from ic trees and bushes an Uic lake
bank was the luge, lumbering body of
an elephant. 'Hîs thick trunk was curlcd
bigl i nthe air, bis white tusks glcanxcd
against Uic dark background of grecn
fluage,- and bis little cyes daiced wick-

"MAl at once the great proboscis was elevated in the refugee's direction, and several buckets
of water were discharged at hlm."

ticket. But thc wecks had slipped oy,
and here it was the very day of the circus
and le lad not a cent in luis pocket.
H-is father lad been sick and Arthur lad
ta, do sa many odd jobs abbut the bouse
that there had been ia tirne ta carn any
money whatcver.

Sa on this morning wlen othes lads
were flocking into the village to sec thîe
ciscus,, Arthur, with a heavy heart,
shouldcrcd lis fishing-polc and struck off
across lots. Hc wantcd ta get as far
away froni thc road as possible, so as not
ta sec the merry passcrc-by. Ves, since
going ta the circus was ont of the ques-
tion, le would ,spcnd the day at Black
Bass Lake fishîng. Black Bacs Lake is a
body of water ýabout a mile and a hlf
long and a hundrcd yards acrass, in the
Ilrart of a thick 'wood. Arthur bad of-
ten flshcd here. It is aIea a good place
ta swimi toa ; but you must be careful not
ta go in on the eastcrn clore, for there
a bqt of treacherous quicksan«dc extends
for gone distance. The aid settlers said
ilhat twa mien lad lost their lives in tle
sas de ta say nothing af countless ani-
mals, and once anc of Arthur's friends
lIad cone very near ta getting cauglt ini
thern.

Stcpping into an aid punit when le
reacbcd the lae, Arthur prepared ta pull

edly. Appasently be lad ceen Uic young
fisherman before le was detected hirnself,
for thc beact seemcd ta be bcading
straigît for hlm. For a moment the boy
was paraiyzed and could nat move a
muscle. Thle elephant ccreamcd again.
Arthur dug lis paddle into the watcr and
niade a fcm strong strokes-then turned
and looked agaîn. Thc animal lad
piunged into thc water and was swim-
mling towardc hlm, lis trunk waving
above Uic surface 111e a luge serpent!1

Arthur headed Uic boat up the lake and
paddled for dear life. He lad flot gone
far befose le becarne awarc that thc
eleplant was gaining on hini, slowly but
suirely. Terras seized hirn and lis lirnbc
siook. Hc could flot hope ta get away
by keeping ta the boat. If he sougît the
-bore, then thc savage animal must
stirely overtakehin. If le could only get
til a tree he mugît get out of lic pursuer' c
reiich until belp arrived.

Arthur turncd the prow af thc punt
to\ards thc apposite chose and straîned
bis muscles as le lad never strained
thien before. Hicsudden change af
course tbrew thc eleplant a littie furtler
beinid. But it was only for a moment.
P>efore Arthur lad covered twcnty feet
lie was again lu lot pursuit, scpeating
lis queer screamcsud trumpetingc.
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Arthur plied hie paddle' despérately.
When li eachcd the shore lie wu' only
about thirty yards in front of the best.
E8pringing out. he made for a large oak

cloe ô hewater'a ede and elimbe it.
Barely bad lie gotten to, Uic first strong
11mb before the elephant bad corne up
bcneath. Trunipcting fluiously at bein g
chetcd of bis prey, hne stru* his great
head agaînst the body of the, tree as
thougli lie would butt it over.,
. I4ucky it was for Arthur, the oak was
of sturdy growth. Sucli was the power
of the big creature that the boy*liad to
cling ta the trcc with al Ma miglit to
keep from being shaken off by the severe
blows. Again and agaÎn the trec shook
fierccly and sliowers of leavea and dead
vis fe1 about the drippîng animal.
Pinding Uiat this means would flot

avail bimi, the elephant turned bis atten-
tion to Uic boat and vented his spite by
srnasbin it into k' dEing-ood. Then
lie stoo for a tine andet yed* Arthur
angrilX.

But it was flot for long that the eleph-
ant remained inactive. Steping down
into the watcr, hce submerged bis trunk
as if drinking. Arthur began.ta breathe
easier. He was quickly undeceived; alat
once the great proboscis was elevated in
the refugee's direction and several buck-
ets of water were discha.rgcd at him.
Arthur was xiow wet ta Uic akin. Again
and again thc truhk was pointcd. at hlm
and lie was dcluged with water and
nearly blinded. Tten he shiftcd around
on the opposite side of the trunk.

Arthur watched cautionsly froni lis
safer position. Presently the' elephaut
emittc4I a series of sbrili cries. They
werc flot like bis other trumpctings.
Instead of anger, Arthur was sure there
was now a plaintive note in them-a
note of terras or pain. The screains con-
tinued deafeningly until the woods
échoed snd rechoe with them. Arthur
watched eagerly. The elephant seemed
striving ta inove, yct unable ta, do so.

Up ta this time Arthur had not thought
of the quicksands. Now lic rememnbered
them. The clephant was stuck fast in
them. Every moment he was being
.drawn further and further into their
relentless clutel.

Assured that his descent could be safe-
ly made, -Arthur let himself down out of
thc tree, and hurricd homeward as fast
as lie could go, the friglitened calis -of
thc beast ringingini lis cars half Uic dis-
tance.

On the way he met Tinimy Sullivan,
who waved ta him wildly.

."Say Arthur! the largest elepliant af
thc circus bas got loose and they wil
give ten dollars ta anyone who flnds
him 1"

Just then anc af the circus clowns, the
circus acrabat, a crow,1 of people and
numberless small boys came in view
around the bend af Uic road. He rushed
up ta Uic clown and stammcred out lis
story.

The people of the town joined with the
people of the circus ta rescue thc eleph-
ant, but it was Arthur who was the bero
of Uic day. Not only was lic given a fre
admission ta the performance that aftcr-
noon, but lie was ten dollars richer and
Uic envy of e'vcry boy af thc village.

The Fali Fever.

Somehow when the fali cames an,
And the leaves tu rn and came down-
Peel like thrawing up my job-
Feel liUr getting out of town.

Want tarainie in the Woods-
Want to hear the north wind blow-
Want to hear the chopper's axe-
Want to hear Lhe cattle low.

Want ta trudge across the field
When the xiglit in drawing nigh,
To the home f rom which the amnoke
Rises ta Uie \tiiowiiig sky.

Want ta sit down by the fire
In the eveiuig in the fait,
Whiletlhe M11--e,~ fram the log&
Throw khtej, shadaws on the wall.

WanL to îL! -baîviu in the night-
NVaut ta f,,-' the rest of brain
That cl),", xev1 when one hears
On the 1 1 ibe fali of rain.

Wut lu9 , icsieep and rest
TL) thie p :, that cames dawn

CI'e ý!ýt :g1ies in the fal
.. ,iý thu ie huse out of town.
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