
influence of previous education to choofe his religion, (if lie intends to profefs any) or to .fele& the
moral rules and branches of fcience which he wifhes to ftudy for his guidance througlh life ? One
can hardly believe that i doariný fb defiructive. to man's peace and happinefs could have found
advocates. None but the min&ifers of tie fallen angels would wifh to deprive, man of the grateful
fenfations he feels through life, towards the tender mother, the àffeaion ate father, or kind mafter,
who impreffed onl hi infant mind, both by precept and example, the principles. of religion, morali-
ty, virtue, and honor: principles on the pra&ice of which, his pureft enjoyments in this life, and
his hopes in the world to come, are founded ' principles which if not inculcated with the firf1
dawning of his underftanding, can never be attainéd. Were man left to feek for firft principles,
after his mind was filled with the cares and pleafures of the world; it requires little judgment to
conclude, that at that period thofe important rules would find but little room for a permanent
foundation in the human breaft, and that the man who laboured under the influence of fuch an
education, would be the flave of his paffions, and the ready perpetrator of every fpecies of wicked-
nefs.

TIE General Affenbly, in a former Seffion, finding that the apparent negle& in the execution
of the Province Laws, arofe more from a want of knowledge of-the Law, than a difregard on the
part of the people, wifely refolved, that a new Edition of the Stat.ute Law fhould be publiflied.
The wifhes of the, General Affembly having been expreffed to His Excellency the Lieutenant
Governor, he was pleafed to order the Attorney ànd Solicitor Generals to execute this neceifary
work. The private affairs of the Solicitor Genýral requiring lis attendance in England, I was
deprived of his able affiflance, and was obliged to proceed alone. The firft flep I took was
thoroughly tô exinine the Statutes that had already been publifhed, fron which I was convinced
that I was not fafe in conduaing the prefent work to depend on any thing in print : I therefore
determined to have recourfe to the original Aas, and, having carefully examined the Journals of
the I-loufe of Affembly, and formed a fchedule of every Bill which had paffed into a Law, from the
firft fettlement of the Province, to the prefent time; and, having conpared the faine with thec
Laws themfelves, is preferved in the records of the Secretary's Office, I felt iuch fatisfaaion to find
that ail the original Laws were extant, one only excepted, which is of little importance, as it
rcfpeaed the fitting of the Country Courts, which is provided for by fubfequent Statutes.. Hwing
collected the Statutes which from tine to time had been printed, and carefully compared then
with the Records, I have every reafon to flatter rnyfelf with the hope that there will be found no
material onifion in the prefent work. I confidered it unneceffary to publifh more than the titles
of the Aas which have been repealed, executed, or expired. All the other A&s are printed at
large, in fuccefflon, as they have been affented to, beginning with the fira Seffion of General
Affnbly, which coninenced the 2d day of O&ober, [758, and ending with the la Sefion,
which commenced on the 21fi day of June, 1804. The A&s of each Seffion are difinguifhed
from the fucceeding one, and the names of the Governor, and principal Oflicers belonging to the
Leoiflative Branches, are publifled in the title page of each Seflion; marginal notes are affixed td

each Act, referring to all fubfequent Acats which have been made in amendment or addition thereto.
Finding that an Edition of the Aas of the Province up to the fixth year of His prefen t Majefty's reign,
was publifhed by thélate Chief Juice BELCER,, with notes of Law Cafes and marginal references
to Britifh Acàas of Parliament, I confidererd it proper to re-publifh the farne notes and referencês.in this
work ; net only as a mark of refpea to the high and learned charaâer of Mr.BErLoHE, tho waS
fhe firn Chief Jufice of the P-ovince, but alfo as affording to the people of the Province aêonvincing
proof, that our predeceffots anxioufly ndeaývored, as nearly as local circunaances would permit, to
copy the Laws of the Mother Countfy, and to form our efûablifhments agreeâbly to the Britifh Con-
eitution. I at fira defigned to continue the late Chief Juftice's notes down to the prefent period,
by adding thereto the fubfequent decifions of the Britifh Courts of Law, with marginal references

to


