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inﬁuencc of previous educ'mon te. choofe hns rchgxon, (if he intends to profe any) or to felect the
moral rules and branches of fcience which hé withes to ftudy for his guidance through life ? One
can hardly believe that a doring fo deftru@tive to man’s peace and happmefs could have found
advocates. None-but the minifters of the fallen angels would with to deprive man of the grateful
{enfations he feels through life, towards the tender mother, theaffe@®ionate father, or kind mafier,
who imprefled on his infant mind, both by precept-and example, the principles. of religion, morali-
ty, virtue, and honor: principles on the practice of which, his pureft enjoyments in this life, and
his hopes in the world to come, are founded ; principles which' if not inculcated with the firfl
dawning of his underftanding, can never beattained. Were man left to feck for firlt principles,
after his mind was filled with the cires and pleafures of the world; it requires little judgment to
conclude, that at that period thofe important rules would find but little room for a permanent
foundation in the human breaft, and that the man who laboured under the influence of fuch an

" education, would be the flave of his paflions, and the ready perpetrator of every fpecms of wicked-
nefs.

THE General Aﬂ‘embly, ina former Seflion, ﬁndmg thwt the apparent ncolcc"c in the exccution
of the Province Laws,arofe more from a want of knowledge of the Law, than a difregard on the
part of the peoplc, wifely refolved, that a new Edition of the Statute Law fhould be publifhed.
The withes of tlie, General Affembly having been expreﬁ'«.d to His Excellency the Lieutenant
Governor, he was pleafed to order the Attorney 4nd Solicitor Generals to execute this neceffary
work. The private affairs of the Solicitor Gengral requiring his attendance in England I was
deprived of his able afliltance, and was obliged to proceed alone. The firft ftep 1 took was
thoroughly to examine the Statutes that had already been publifhed, from which I was convinced
that T was not fafe in condu&ing the prefent work to depend on any thing in print: I therefore
determined to have recourfe to the original A&s, and, having carefully examined the Journals of
the Houfe of Aflembly, and formed a fchedule of every Bill wlnch had paffed into a Law, from the
firft fettlement of the Province, to the prefent time; and, having compared the fame with the
Laws themfelves, is preferved in the records of the Secretary’s Office, I felt much fatisfaction to find
that all the original Laws were extant, onc only excepted, which is of little importance, as it
refpected the ﬁttinc of the 'Countxy Courts, which is provided for by fubfequent Statutes.. Having
colleted the Statates which from time totime had been printed, And carcfully compared them
with the Records, I have every reafon to flatter myfelf with the hope that there willbe found no
material omiffion in the prefent work. 1 confidered it unneceffary to publifh more than the titles -
of the A&s which have been repealed, executed, orexpired. Al the other Aéks arc printed at
large, in fucceflion, as they have been affented to, beginning with the firk Seffion of General
Affembly, which commenced the 2d day of O&ober, 1758, and ending with the lat Seffion,
which commenced on the 21t day of June, 1804. The A&s of each Seﬁion are diftinguifhed
from the fucceeding one, and the names of the Governor, arid principal Officers belonging to the
Legiflative Branches, are publifhed in the title page of each Sefion ; marginal notes are affixed to
cach A&, referring to all fubfequent Acs which have been made in amendment or addition thereto.
Finding that an Ldmon of the Adts of the Province up to the fixth year of His prefent Majefty’s reign,
was pubh(hcd by thelate Chief Jufltice BeLcugr,, with notes of Law Cafes and marginal references
to Britili Ads of Parliament, I confidered it proper to re-publifh the fame notes and referencés inthis
work ; not only as a mark of refpect ro the high and Jearned charaéter of Mr.Bet, CHER, who was
the fir ﬁ Chief Juftice of the Province, but alfo a$ affording to the people of the Province aconvmcmg
proof, that our predécellors anxioully éndeavored, as nearly as local circumftances would permit, to
copy the Laws of the Mother County, and to form our eftablithments agreeibly to the Britith Con-
ftitution. T at firft defigned to continue the late Chief Juftice’s notes down to the prefent period,
by adding thcxcto the fubfequent decifions of the Britiflk Courts of Law, with marginal refer ences,
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